Baii Cu CuH ITOTep HOC ¥ HEBOJILHO OTJIsfesics. Ero B3rsy CKOIb3HYI MEMO TOT'O MECTa, THe CTOSIIH
Yenr Yxu Uy 1 KeHUX, HO, KaK U BCE OCTAJIbHEIE, OH HE 3aMETHUJI UX MMPUCYTCTBUS, @ IPOCTO OMYCTHIT
TOJIOBY ¥ MMPOGOPMOTA HECKOJIBKO CJIOB. 3aTeM YIBRIOHYIICS ¥ IIPOMOJIXKKII TOBOPUTH CO CTAPUKOM.

- Crapeiimuta JIu, S 0eCTBUTENIbHO IIPUILIE]I, CETOgHS CIOfia IIOTOMY YTO XOTeJI TIOTOBOPUTH C TOOOM.
9TO TO, 0 YeM S He[laBHO y3HaJl, ¥ MHEe I10Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO 3TO [OBOJILHO UHTEPECHO."

-YTo ke 370 Takoe?"

CTrapukK, KOTOPOTO Ha3blBalu CTapeummHon JIu, MenpkoM B3rIsHYJ Ha bait Cu CuHna. [Toxoxe, OH He
OXKUJaJl yCIbIAaTh HUYEero NOAXOAIIero U3 yCT 3TOT0 Heromgss.

-[IpuMepHO, NeT IIeCTb-CeMb Ha3af, s IOMHIO, Ballla CEMbs ITepexkuia TIKeNyIo CTafnuio. Y [AByX
OSITIOIIeK OBITM HEKOTOPHIE MPO6IeMEl C MX KOMITAHUEeH, ¥ OHU MTOYTH COOMPAIMCh 3aKPHITHCS."

"Ho KaKMM-TO Yy[0M, KaK pa3, KOrfa OHM OBIIM Ha TPAaHM Kpaxa, KOMIAHHUS BHE3AIMHO MMOJIyYniIa
HECKOJIBKO KPYITHEIX 3aKa30B IIOMPSI, UTO MIO3BOJIMIIO € MIPONTH Yepes3 CI0KHEIN 9Tall. [Tocie 3Toro
[erna Iy BCe JIydllle W Jydiie, ¥ BCe IO TJIafKo. Balliu KOHKypHUpYyolie KOMIAHUN He TOJIbKO
3aKPBITKCh, HO MaxKe IEePelId B Ipyroe HalpaBieHue Ou3Heca, 0CTaBUB TOJIBKO Balll GU3HEC, YTOORI
B3STh Ha ce0s BCIO OTPacyb."

Bait Cu CuH cunen HeOpeXkHO, ¥ Ha ero rybax mosiBUJICS HaMeK Ha yneOKy. Ero riasa cMorpenu
BHlaJib, 1 HeOPEeXKHO CKas3all:

- BceM HHTEpeCHO, KaK Ballla CeMbsI CMOTJIa U3MEHUTD CBOIO Cyab0y. HEKOTOpEIe TOBOPUITH, UTO
BuOenu pebeHKa-IIpu3pakKa Bo3jie Balllel BUIIH U II0J03PeBasii, YTO BEl BOCIIUTHIBAETE MaJIeHbKOT'0
Ipu3paka........ "

- XM, yTo 3a uyurs! - Crapeiimuna JIu Guipkuyn. OH MenyieHHo coOpa JIeCKY U IPUTOTOBUIICS CHATh
ee C KpIoyKa Ha KOHIIe: "KaK MOXKET TaKOM MOJIO[OM YeJioBeK, KakK Thl, OBITh TAKUM CyeBepPHBIM?"

- EcTecTBeHHO, 1 B 9T0 He Bepw.- baut Cu CuH Toxe 3acMesisicsl. -Ho ecTh ofHa Bellb, KOTOPYIO A
HeoaBHO IOATBEPAUIL."

-UTo ke 370 Takoe?"

- llecTs neT Ha3am, KOTIa MOU JBOIOPOOHEINA OpaT MCYe3, KTO-TO 3aMETHII, UTO BbI OBIIIU PSIIOM C TEM
MECTOM, TTe ero BUIeU B Iocaequul pas. - bait Cu CHH BHe3aIlHO IIepeBe]T B3rJIA[ Ha CTapHuKa. -
cTtapeumvHa Jlu, 3To npaBma?"

Yenr Yxu Yy, KOTOPBIHA CITyIIaN CO CTOPOHHI, OB OTPsiCeH. [leficTBUEe cTapelIuHbL JIU 110 CHATHIO
KpIOYKa TakxXe NMpeKpaTusoch. OCTphI HAaKOHEYHUK OCTaBUJI HEOOJIBIIYIO PaHy Ha THUIbHOM CTOPOHE
JIafOHY, ¥ OTTyHa ITOTEKJIX MaJIeHbKUe KpacHBIe KallJIi KPOBHU.



Yenr Yxu Yy Ovi1 HeMHOT0 Hanyrad. OH 3Hau, uTto bait U ncuyes mecTs €T Ha3af, HO He MOT
CKa3arTb, 6b11 11 guasnor Mexay bait Cu CUH ¥ CTapUKOM YEM-TO TaKUM, YTO MTPOUCXOAUIIO Ha CAaMOM
eJie, WK Xe 9TO OBLUIO YaCTbhIO IeKOpaIuy K UTpe.

Ecnu 3T0 OBLN TIEPBHIM BapHaHT, TO 3HAYUT JIM 3TO, YTO OH MOXKeT nnomoub bait M? U ecnu 310 65110
II0CJIelHee, TO II0YEeMY 3TOT YPOBEHb CHOBa CBsA3aH ¢ baut 1?

Terno XKeHuxa MOBEPHYJIOCh B CTOPOHY CTapuKa, ¥ OH, Ka3aJ0Ch, CMOTPEJT Ha Hero. 3aTeM MyXK4HnHa
BOPYT IOJOIIEN K CTAPUKY, ITOJI0XKUJ eMy PYKY Ha IJIedo U cKas3al:

-MHe 0H KaxXeTCsq 3HAaKOMEBIM."

YcnrimaB ato, Yenr Yxu YUy npuitien B elrle 60mbiliee 3aMelIaTenbCTBO. 2KeHNX He TOIbKO UMel
npepncrasneHue o bait Cu CuHe u Bait Y, HO u 3Han 3TOro cTapvka 1no ¢hamunuu JIu, KOTOPHIi,
BEPOSITHO, KUJI 3[ECh B IIPOIJIOM U, BO3MOXKHO, TaK¥Ke TeCHO 00IIascs ¢ ceMbeit bai.

FOno1a yyBcTBOBaTH ce6s1 HeKoMpopTHO. OH HE MOT CKa3aTb, OBIIIO JIX 3TO PEabHOCTBIO MU IIPOCTO
YacThi0 00CTAHOBKM UTPHL. ECM 9TO meiCTBUTENBHO IIPOU30IIIIO Ha CaMOM [ieJie, TO OH He MoT cebe
IIPeICTaBUTh, ITI0YEMY XKEeHHUXa IIOXOPOHUIIM B TOM K€ CaMOM MecTe. MoXkeT ObITb, €T0 CMEPTh KaK-TO
CBsi3aHa C Mcue3HoBeHueM bai U?

Ho erre cTpaisee OBITIO TO, YTO €CIIM CMEPTh XXeHUXa U ncue3HoBeHue bait M mpou3sonu
OJIHOBPEMEHHO, TO 4TO Xke CciIy4dunoch ¢ bau U Ha camoM fene? Mor 1 OH ToXKe——-

Cepare ero oT4yasiHHO 3aTpemneTasno. Ero BHUMaHWe MI'HOBEHHO IEPEKITIOYUIIOCh Ha Pa3roBOpP MeXAY
IBYMS JIIOIbMHU, U OH faxKe 3a0BI1 0 CBOei COOCTBEHHOM 3afiaye.

2KeHUX IMOI0KUI CBOIO PYKY Ha IIJIe4d0 CTapPHUKa, X0TAd TOT 1 HE MOT' BUOETE 3TOT'0, HO CTapeﬁMHHa JIn
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €TI0 TE€JI0O COOPOTHYJIOCE. OH HeoObsICHUMO IIOYYBCTBOBAJI XOJIOOOK Ha CBOEM
Injedvde, 1 ero JImio u3MeHHNJI0Ch.

TbMa mpoMenbKHYIa B ria3ax bat Cu Cu. Ho MyK4rHa BCe ellle COXPaHSI UealbHYIO YIBIOKY:
"crapevurHa JIu?"

"AXx....... IIeCTh JIET Ha3af........ HewictBuTenbHO, bait M 9TOT peOeHoK ucues."

CrapetiimuHa JIu, Ka3a10Ch, TOJIBKO IPHINIEN B ce0s1, ¥ ero B3TJISAN CHOBA CTal HOpMaIbHEIM. OH
yOpas KPIOYOK ¥ JIECKY B KOPOOKY ¥ JOTPOHYJICS OO CBOEH PYKH, KOTOpas Bce elle KpoBoTouuma. C
BeIpaxkeHueM OOJTH Ha JIWIe OH CKa3all:

-A YYBCTBYIO ce0st 0OUeHb IIJI0XO0 M3-3a 9TOT0, U TaKXKe HaJel0Ch, YTO OH CMOXKET CKOPO BEPHYTHCA.....



-Ho Benp 9TO CIIy4usioCh LIECTh JIeT Ha3af,. Y MeHd IJioXas naMsaTh. To, 4TO S genajl B TOT OeHb, Te
MecCTa, Kyfia XOOuJ, 1 yXe He IIOMHIO."

-Ecnu Ol TH MHe He CKa3aJl, 5 Obl [e¥ICTBUTENILHO He 3HaJl, YTO OH MCYe3 B KAKOM-TO MeCTe PSLOM CO
MHOU. Ecnu O8I 51 3HaJ, 4YTO OH TaM, s OBl cHesial Bce, YTO MOXKET CAesaTh 3TO CTapoe TeJo, YTOOH
cmacTtu 3Toro pebeHka. K HecyacThio.......... B3I00X......... "

-TEI XOTeJ CIPOCUTH MeHS 0 TBoeM Ky3eHe? Ha camoM perne, Tebe He HYKHO CIIpallliBaTh TaKUM
OKOJIBHBEIM IIyTeM, a IIPOCTO CIIPOCH MeHs 00 3ToM npsiMo. Ho, K coXamneHuto, S HUYero He IIOMHIO U
HAYeM He MOT'y IIOMOY5b ... "

Crapetimuta JIu mokaydan Toj0Boi. - Most pyka Oblia mope3aHa PeI00IOBHEIM KPIOUKOM, - C TITYOOKUM
coxaJieHNneM MPOU3HEC OH. - 4 BepHYCh, YTOOH IPOAEe3UH(PUIIMPOBATE €0, IO3TOMY He Oyay
compoBoxkaaTth Tebs. Ecnu y Te0s Bce ellle eCTh YTO-TO, YTO TH XOUEIIh CIIPOCUTD, Thl MOXKEIh HaUTH
MeHs B APyrou feHsb."
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