[Tpo6upasick CKBO3b I[BETHI, ST y2Ke COOMPAIICS HauaTh CBOE MCCIIENOBAHUE U OTIISIIBIBAJICS TI0
CTOpPOHAM, KaK BOPYT MOM Tjla3a BCTPETHUIKCH C TJla3aMU MaJIbYhKa, CHIEBIIET0 Ha KOPTOUYKAX PSIIOM
CO MHOM. Ma/IbuMK, MAaKCUMAJIbHO CXKABIIKCh, IPSATAJICS B KyCTaxX y KIyMObI, YTOOH €70 He 3aMEeTHUIH.

qa B3OPOTHYII OT HEO2KUTAHHOCTH, CTOJIKHYBIINCH C HUM B3TJISIOO0M.

«4T10 3TO 3a MenKuun?!»

Manb4YuK CMOTPEN Ha MEHST CUSIONIMMHU, O1eCTAIMKUME I'lTla3aMu. MHe CTallo HEeJIOBKO OT €T0 B3TJISa,
U s, IPOUTHOPKPOBAB €ro, MPoIoj3 MUMO. Ho OT ero mpucTaabHOT0 B3T/ISAAa, CI€O0BaBIIETO 3a MHOH,
y MeHs BO3HMKJIO HeqoOpoe MpequyyBCTBHE. I BUel, KaK OObIYHBIE OEeTH U3 JII0OOMBITCTBA JIOBST
po0eramux MUMO JIATyIIeK unu 3Mel. Oco0eHHO Mab4YUINKY. S ¥ caM TakKuM Obll... [0BOPST,
SI3BIK 10 moOpa He JoBedET. I MOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK Ubs-TO PyKa XBaTaeT MEHSI.

[Tu3ger.

PackauBasich B CBOUX [IETCKUX IIAJIOCTSX, I 3aKpu4as Ha pebeéHka. «Trl ToXKe Tak Oymels fenaTh, a
IIOTOM CTaHelIllb 3MeéH, Kak 1! OcTopoxkHee!»

ManpumK KPemnKo CXBATH/I MEHS 3a TYJIOBHUIIE U MOJHEC OTM3KO0 K CBoeMy nuily. UTHOpUpPYS TOT,
CTPYUBILKUCS IO MoeMy JI0y, S pe3K0 OTBEPHYJI I'0JIOBY, YTOOH HE BCTPEYAThCS C HUM B3TJISIOM.
Pe6GEHOK C M00O0TEITCTBOM [OJITO pas3TiigAbiBal MeHs. He BeimepskaB ero B3TIsAAa, I YKpagKou
TIOCMOTPEJI Ha HETO.

— Twt u3 gBOpIA OpaTaHa, ma?..

«A? Bpatana?»

¢ BCTIOMHMUJI, KaK Ilepefi CaMbIM MOUM YXOZIOM CJIyTa CYeTHJICS U3-3a TOTO, UTO IIPOIajl IPHUHII.
YcmpimaB 3T0, S IOCMOTPETT PSIMO Ha pebEHKa. «['71a3a MOX0XKH...» B 0CTalIbHOM XKe HU4Yero obIero
He Obi10. OH OB elll€ MaJleHbKUM, U Y HETO He HadajoCh I10JI0BOE CO3pPEBaHKe, II03TOMY eT0
YeJIIOCTh ¥ YEePTH NTUIA ObUIM 0YeHb U3SUIHEIMU ¥ MUJIBIMU. K TOMYy XKe, Yy MOero xo3ssuHa Obliu
YEpHEBIE BOJIOCH, @ ¥ 3TOTO pebEHKA — 30JI0THIE.

Kak u momo6aeT mpuHIly, Ha HEM Oblyla OfleXkIa, PACIIUTAsI 30JI0THIMU HUTSIMHU. C TOJIOBHI 10 HOT OH
ObLIT BeCh B 30710T€e. IIpOCTO OCmenuTenbHO. Bech ero Buj roBopui: «51 61aropoges». 30710TOH IIBET
O4YEeHb EMY IIETL.

«Mo¥ X035IMH TOXKEe KPaCHB... HO eCJIu 3TOro pe0EéHKa MOXKHO Ha3BaTh SPKUM, TO 3epdens ckopee
cHepKaHHBIM. BCE paBHO MOM X035AMH Iy4Iie». 1 KUBHYJ, OlleHUBas ero. B 9TOT MOMEHT
IIOCJIBIIIAJICS Kalleab. Pe0EHOK, KaxeTcs, ObI 00JIeH ¥ CHJIBHO Kalljsai. Kalens gonro He
IIPeKpPAIasIcs, ¥ OH 3aAbxascs. 9 06eCcIIOKOeHHO 0CMOTpEI ero.



«YeM Bo0O11Ie 3aHMMAIOTCS POOUTENH, KOTTa peOEHOK 00JIeH?» — MoAyMall s, HO eCli 3TOT PeOEHOK
— Opar 3epderns, To ero POOUTENN — UMIIepaTop ¥ UMIepaTpulla. buiya 60sbIasi BEPOSITHOCTH, YTO
MMIIepPaTOp TOXKe IIPUCYTCTBOBAJ Ha Ba2KHOM COBEIIAHUHU C LIEHTPAIbHOM apUCTOKPATUEH.

Ecnu mogyMats, S HU4ETro He CHIBIIIa U He BUEII 0 eT0 ceMbe. 1 TPOBEN C HUM IOBOJIbHO MHOTO
BPEMEHU, HO OHU HY pa3y He HaBECTHU/IM CBOETO ChIHA, 3aBajleHHOro paboTou. Y 3To mpu TOM, YTO OH
BBITIOJIHSI 00513aHHOCTH HaclegHOro npuHiia. OH Bcerma Moada CIPaBIsiyiCS C OTPOMHBEIM
KOJINYeCTBOM [ieJl. Pa3Be Heb3st OBITIO MMPOCTO 3adTH MPOBeaTh? M 0 TOM, YTO ¥ HEro ecTh Opar, g
y3HaJl TOJIbKO ceildac.

9T0 OBIJIO CTPAHHO, HO cedyac mpobaeMoit Ob1 peGEHOK Mepeio MHOM. S BEITSHY XBOCT U
IIPUJIOXKUII K ero 710y, YTOOB IPOBEPUTH, HET JIX Y HEro Kapa. XBOCTOM s ITIOYYBCTBOBAJI TEIII0, HO OH
He ObT ropssuuM. 2Kapa He Ov110. HaKoHEe!I, MPOKaMIISIBIIACh, PeOEHOK TSKEJI0 3aAbIIIall.

Pas3 karrenb MpeKpaTUics, a Cyds 0 TOMY, YTO OH MPSTAJICS B KyCTaX, OH, IIOX0xkKe, cOexall, s
pettun 6osbille He oOpalaTh Ha HEr0 BHUMAHUS U UATH CBOEM JOPOroM. f1 MOMbITaICsS BEIPBATHCS U3
€ro PYK, HO pe0EHOK JIUIIL Kpemnye cxkajl MeHst. OH BRITJISAIEN c1abbIM, U 5T JyMaJ, 9YTo 9T0 OymeT
JIETKO, HO OH OKa3aJICS Ha YAUBJIEHNE CUIbHBIM.

«BobHOM, a IaTaenIsest mo yauie. CUOU CMEPHO oMa».

— Tri 3Mest OpaTaHa?.. Ho oH Bpofie He OUeHb JTI0OUT XKUBOTHHIX... HO Ha BCAKUM CITydyal HYXKHO
oTHecTHu Tebs K HeMy. Bapyr Twl cOexkann.

Ot cnoB pe6énka s nopnprrayn. Céexan? C yero 651 MHE CAMOMY ITOKUATh CBOE VIOTHOE
THE3JBIIIKO? «f IPOCTO BHIIIEN Ha IPOTYJIKY!» — MEITANCS 1 IPOTECTOBaTh, HO 9TO, KOHEYHO, HE
cpaborasno. Pe6EHOK, IOCMOTPEB Ha MeHs, HEMHOTO ITOAyMaJ U BAPYT Pe3K0 BCKOUMIL. «BOT Xe X,
Hamyra!»

— TouHo! 4 oTgam eMy 3Ty 3Mer0 ¥ U3BUHIOCH! Torma oH ¥ CO MHOM...

Pe0OEHOK pamoCTHO yNBIOHYJICS, O YEM-TO 3aMyMaBIIUCh. KaxkeTcs, OH B UYEM-TO IIPOBUHUJICS IIePef
3epdenem u HaIIEN TOBOA TOTOBOPUTE C HUM, OTAAB MeHsd. Ho MeHs 9TO HUKaK He KacaylocCk.
«Moxert, oTiycTuiib MeHs? Uau ogul, ogun!!» d GapaxTascs, HO BEIpBAThCS HE MOT.

PeGEHOK, KaXKeTcs, ¥ He IyMaJl MeHs OTITyCKaThb ¥ KyHa-To ycepaHo mobexarn. TouHo OBIJI0 OmHO —
3TO HallpaByieHUe OBIJIO He B CTOPOHY [IBOpIia 3epdernisi, a Ha000pOT, MEI BCE G0JIbIlle OTAASAINCEH OT
Hero. Ha MraoBeHue st 0CTONI0OEHEN ¥ CKBO3b TPSICYLIYIOCS IeJIeHYy C TOCKOW CMOTpPeIT Ha
yIOaISIOMMNCS aBopel. ¢ mogyMart, He YKYCUTh JIM ero, YTOOBI BHIPBATHCS, HO COBECTh 3aMy4HIIa.
«Bcé-taku 6pat xo03s1Ha...» I 06MaK u 6e3B0JIbHO OONTANICsA Ha BETPY. «MeHs U Tak yKauuBaer...
Kyma 1o upéms?!»

Korpga st TONbKO BHIIIES, 5T OBITT B XOPOIIIEM HAaCTPOEHUH, IIPEOBKYIIast IPOryKy. Bcé-Taku... 3a
IpefieslaMy MOET0 THE3JHIIIKA OBII0 omacHo. 4 elne pa3 riry0oKo 3amedaTsies 3TO B CBOEH MaMsATH.



«X0351MH, CIlacu MeHs!!» — MOE IuIIeHrue 3X0M Pa3HecyoCh B IIyCTOTE.

Pe6énoK Gexar, 3aAbXasich. [10 MyTH OH TO 3aMeJIsI IITar, YTOOBI OTOBIIIATECS, TO CHOBA MTEPEXOIHIT
Ha OBICTPYIO X0mb0y. B oT4astHUM 51 TPOCTO OTHAICS Ha BOIIO BeTpa. OTOBCIONY MOHOCUITUCH KPUKH,
umymue npuHia. Pe6€HOK, pagocTHO ynbibasich, mogbexka K KeHIIUHEe CPeJHUX JIeT, KOTopas ero
ncKasna. HakoHel, 0H 0CTaHOBUJICS. MeHS TOIIHUIIO, ¥ 5T TPSIC TOJIOBOM, MEITASICh MPUUTH B CeOs.

— Hausa!!

— Tl'ocnopun Junmen! ['me ke BH ObLIH... S TaK BOITHOBAJIACE...

Ona Oblyla TaK HapsigHO OfETA U fepxKajlach C TAKUM H3SIIECTBOM, YTO OOJIbIIE TOXOAUIIA Ha
apUCTOKPaTKY, YeM Ha HSHIO. [0BOPAT, YeM BhIIIe CTaTyC peOEHKa, TeM CTPOXKe 0TOOp HSIHB, TaK 4TO,
II0X0Ke, OHA U BIIPaBy Obl/la TBOPSTHKOM.

Hsns, o0pafioBaBIIKCh, YTO Hallla pebeHKa, 00HsIa ero 1 Hadasla 0CMaTpUBaTh, He IOPaHUIICS I
oH. Te, KTO UCKaJl IPUHLIA, TOXe C 00eryeHneM B3[OXHYNHU. [10 KeCTy HIHU OHU TYT XKe Pa30IUINCh
110 cBouM MecTaM. OHa HaKuHYIla Ha JUeHa CBOI0 HAaKUMKY. A 3aTeM, B34B €r0 3a PYKY,
HalpaBUJIach BO ABOPEL.

— Eé BenuuectBo MnepaTpuila 04eHb BOJTHOBAJACh.

— Mawma?

— KoneuHno! Kak M0:kHO OBIJIO BOT TaK OHOMY UCUE3HYTh? Y MEHS cepplle B IATKU yIio. HyKHO
ObLJIO JOXKIATHCS, II0KA g IPULy! BEl YCKOIB3HYNIU OT CNYT, KyZAa BB XOOUIN?

OleH HUYEro He OTBETHII Ha e€ cloBa. M MHe IT0Ka3anoch CTPAaHHBIM, 4YTO OH IIBITAJICA CIIPATATH
MeHs oT He€. Kazarnock, 0H e€ mobauBacs. Hoquy OH HE€ CKa3aJl, 9YTO XOOHuJI BO IBOpPEI K 6paTy7

Hsns, cioBHO 3TO OBIIO HEeBaxXKHO, CKa3aJa:

— XOpOII10, YTO BHI I[EJIH ¥ HEBPeOUMEBI. MBI TOIBKO HAIIUIN J1€KapPCTBO, KOTOPOE Havyaso JeHCTBOBATS.
OpHa MUHYTa HEOCTOPOXKHOCTH MOXKET yCyryouTh 0oie3ub. HyKHO Bcerga OBITH 04eHb, 0UEHb
OCTOPOKHBEIM. Ha ceropHs nmporynka okoH4YeHa. [loifiéMTe rpeThcs. f Bac Kak ClefyeT oTpyraio!
Iaxe 51 He MOTY 9TO TaK OCTABUTE.

Eé crnoBa u TOH OBIIM CTPOTMMHM, HO 110 BEIPAXKEHUIO JKIla OBIJI0 BUMHO, YTO OHA COBCEM He CTporas.
OHa Bcé BpeMs yibei0anach, ¥ JiieH, 3Has 3TO, TOXKe cjerka ynebHyncs. OHa gepxkana JigeHa 3a
OJIHY PYKY, @ B OPYyToi OH mepxKan MeHs. f 6e3ydacTHO HaOmogan 3a HUMU. Y TyT HSIHS 3aMeTHIa



PYKy JleHa, B KOTOPOU OH UTO-TO IPSTal 3a CIUHOU.

— locoguH J¥OeH, BH OMSTh YTO-TO IMomoOpanu? f coxpaHio 3TO, faliTe Ciofa, MoXKaIyHucTa.

OHa oCTaHOBHUJIACh U MPOTSIHYNA PYKY K Juneny. [1o e€ CIIOKOMHOM peakuu OBIII0 BUOHO, YTO 3TO
CITy4aeTCs He B IIePBBIM ¥ HE BO BTOPOU pa3. DUAEH, OrIAAbIBAsCE, ILITAJNICS CIPSATATh MEHS.

— T'ocmioguu JipeH.

Ha ero pyke, cKuMaBIlleil MeHs, BEICTYIIUII II0T. 3aTeM OH CcXKaJl MeHs elll€ CUIbHee U 3aép3all.
[Tocneiancs 3ByK CrilaThiBaeMOU CJIIOHBI, M JUOEeH Pe3KO0 IPOTAHYJI MEHS HSHE.

— Boo61e-To...

— A-a-a!! 3me-3mesn!!

OHa 3aKpuyalia, YBUIEB MeHs, BHE3AIIHO ITOSBUBIIETOCS Iepel Hell. DUeH, KOTOPhIi coOupancs
YTO-TO CKa3aTh, OT YAUBIEHUS 3aMojI4an. KOHEUHO, 1 TOXKe YOUBUIICS BHE3aITHOMY IOCTYIIKY
OiifeHa, HO €€ KpUK YOUBUI MeHs eln€ Gonbie. d mymarn, y MeHs OapabaHHbIe TIEPETIOHKH JIOTHYT. ..
OleH C paCTePSAHHBIM BUAOM CIIPOCHUIT:

— Hgaug, Te1 6ouibcsa 3mein?

— Bame BricouectBo! Hemennenno 6pockTe e€! Ecnu oHa Bac yKycurt, OymeT 6ema! Ha aToT pas s
paccepxych no-HacroduremMy!!

OiifieH, KaXkeTcs, BIepBhIe BUOET €€ TaKOUW HallyraHHOM M BHITJISAMEN pacTepsaHHbIM. 1
HEeYIUBUTENLHO, BEOb OT UCIIyTra OHA IUIENHYIach Ha 3amHully. OHa faXke He 3aMeTHTIa, YTO
HCIIavyKaja OfleXkMOy, U JIUIIb ITEITATach YOpPaThCS MOasblie. 3aKPLIB JIUII0 PYKaMHU, OHa KprYasa, 4To
9TO OMACHO ¥ YTOOLI OH HEMEJIEHHO N30aBUJICSI OT MEHSI.

Ha croBax oHa roBopusia JifieHy, YTO 3TO OIIACHO K3-3a Sifja U HyKHO HeMe[JIEHHO e€ OPOCUTh, HO Ha
fesie JIUIIh MBITATach 3alTUTUTE ce0s. S moCMOTpen Ha CUOSINYI0 Ha 3eMJie HSHIO, a 3aTeM Ha
OiineHa. f1 moyyBCTBOBAJ ce0si BUHOBATHIM, CIIOBHO 3TO M3-3a MEHST BCE ITPOU3OIIIO, M IOMBITAJICS
OTIPaBIAThLCS.

«4 Hugero He genan. OHa caMa OT CTpaxa yrana».
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