I'maBa 60. Ciamkoe cBuOaHue.

Onu nepeopenu Lrous Tao B CBEXYI0 00eXkKAy, 3aMEeHUB ee CTapylo u3oapaHuyto. JIro Cyiie Hallen en
IIJIaTOK U Byasib, YTOOBI IPUKPHITH €€ U3YPONOBaHHOE JIUIIO U 1efo. B TakoM Bupe oHa Oblla IOX0XKa
Ha 100y10 OPYyTYIo KEeHIMKHY, KOTopas U3sLIHOo cufena neper Cioi XacsiHeM B 4allHOM [JOMUKe.

Tak u Ob110. ECii HE CUMTATh €e THTaHTCKUX rpyneﬁ. Ha nux Cioi X3CsSHb 04eHb, 0UEHb CTapaJiCd He
IIAJIUTBHCA.

A ellle, eTO HEMHOTO CMYIIAJ TOT (PaKT, YTO Y HEe XBATUJIO ObI CUJI IEPEJIOMUTh EMY IT03BOHOUYHUK
romnosnam!

W, KOHEYHO Xe, TPUCYTCTBOBAJ TOT (HaKT, YTO OHa OblyIa MepTBa...!

HepBHEIN TIOT BRICTYNIUI ¥ HETO Ha 10y, KOT{la OH Ha/IWJI JBe YaIlKX 4Yas. 3BYK, KOTOPHIA COPBAJICS C
ero ry6, Ha caMoM Jiejie He OB TOX0XK Ha cMeX. Cioli X9CsiHb 0YeHb CTapaJiCs BHIUTPATh BPeMs,
yTOOBI MPUAYMATh TEMY [AJIS Pa3roBopa... Ho Kak OH MOT IIOTOBOPUTH O YEM-TO C ITPHU3PAKOM,
KOTOPHIY laXke He MOT TOBOpUTH!? «Iloroga... cerogHs Heroxas!»

Ha camowm pene Ha ynuie 6b110 061auHo. HecMoTpst Ha TO, uTo L{toHb Tao He Mpou3Heca HU CJIOBa,
ee TIJIeYH OIYCTUIIUCh CO B3NoxXoM HeomoOpeHnus. Mor nu Cioit X3CSHb IPOCTO BLIOPOCUTH CBOIO
TOPHOCTh B OKHO? JTO OBIIO yKe CIIUIIKOM.

KoHeuHO, ¢ Byasbio Ha TOJI0BE OHa HE MOTJIA MTUTh Yai. YUUTHIBAS YTO, BO-IIEPBHIX, OHa Oblla MEPTBA,
TakK B YeM ke BooOIre OB CMBICT BCel 3Toi mapapbl? Cioit XacsgHb 00HAPYKUJII, YTO €ro rjaasa
6eraroT 1Mo cTopoHaM. M3 TOJIIE 3aBCETIaTaeB, CYeTUBLINXCS BOKPYT YalHOTO IOMHUKA, OH 3aMETHIT
IBYX 3HAKOMBIX eMy Mojogbix MacTepoB B GeJbix XxajmaTaXx. HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO BRIPAXKEHUS UX JIUI]
ObH pa3HbiMU, Croit X3CSHB JIETKO CMOT PAcIlo3HATh pa3oyapoBaHue U HeomoOpeHue, SICHO
oTpazKalolyecs Ha UX JIAIAX.

OH TsKeno B30oxHYI. Tak Kak e BCe-TaKU OH [OJIKeH ObIJI IEPEXKUTh 3TOT JeHb? MaleHbKui
IIYIIOK 3allypIIaj y Hero IOJ OfeXO0U U BEIBAJIAJICS U3 PyKasa.

Xo TaHn, 6ynTo o0BHHSS, YKa3ajia Ha HEro KOPOTKUM KPHIJIOM: « Bce TOBOPSIT, UTO THI XOPOIIO Befielllb
PasroBopkhl. UTO Ke CAYYUIIOCH C 3TUM, II0 CJIyXaM, XOpOouIuM HaBeIKoM!? [ToueMy Tl Befelrb cels
TaK CTPaHHO U HEeJIOBKO? HeyXenu TH He 3Haelllb, KaK Pa3roBapuBaTh C XXKEeHIIHaMu!?»

Emy X0Tesoch 3ammakaTh. 9To ObIIO TPOCTO U3aeBaTeNnbCcTBO! «O-KoHeuHO, HeT! 1 4To, 10 TBOEMY
KaKOM-TO jioBenac...? 5 xouy, 4ToOHl BH 3Ha/IM, YTO Ha CAMOM fiejie s OUeHb HeBUHHBINM YeJIoBeK!»

Crolt XacsIHb XOTeJI 3aK0JIOTh ce0s1 1ocye TOTo, KaK 3T CJIoBa CJIeTeNH ¢ ero ry6. Pa3se oH TOJIBKO
YTO He MPU3HAJCS B CBOEX HEOIBITHOCTH?

OT XeHIIUHE], CUMEBIIeN ITepefl HUM, TOHeCCs TUXUM CMeIIoK. MajleHbKasl pydka Oblla mpuxara K
ee PTY B 3HaK CKPOMHOCTHU. 2KecTaMu KaK TAaKOBEIMU OHA Ka3aslach NOBOJIBHO MUJIOHN, U HA MTHOBEHUE
Cro1t XacsiHb TOYTH 3a0blJI, YTO OHa IPHU3PaK.

Ero nneyu noHuknu: «Tebe ToxXe KaxkeTCs, YTO 3TO cMeImHO? Hy 4To XK, HafieloCh, TOTAA I CMOTY
XOTs OBl pa3Bieyb Te0H...»

LTtons Tao nokayasna ronoBoii. Cioit XaCsiHb BOIPOCUTEIBLHO TIOOHSI OPOBb, HO ¥ Hee He OBIJIO CIIOB,
4yTOOBI CKa3aTh eMy. BMeCTO 3TOr0 OHa 3aCTEHYMBO IPOTSHYJIa PYKY.



«4T0...?» - CIIPOCUJ OH, HEMHOTO COUTHIN C TOJIKY. OH OCTOPOKHO MOTSIHYJICS K €€ XOJI0THBIM
nasnbiiaM. OHU ObUIM XXKECTKUMHU U OUYeHb XOJIOOHBIMU Ha olIynb. Ho B ero co3HaHUM BCIBIXHYT 00pas.
910 OBINIO CTUIIKOM OBICTPO, YTOOH OH MOT YJIOBUTH [IeTajld, HO OH OBLI YBEPEH, YTO BUE
ynbIbarolIrecs: ry0Obl, Kyalouecs B Iy4Yax IOCIeIoTyIeHHOTO COJTHIIA.

«Ox», - CKa3as OH TYII0, MATKHY JXap COTpel ero LeKu. «f moHuMar.» B 3T0T pa3, Korga oH
IIOCMOTpEJI Ha Hee, OH yBUfeN He NIpU3pakKa, a MUIylo AeBYIKy. OH ONBITAICS YIBIOHYTECS U BCTA
co cBoero Mecrta. «JIafHo, pa3 TH e CTBUTEIbHO HUYET0 He MOXKEIlb HU BEIIUTh, HU ChECThb, I0YEMY
Obl HaM He IPOTyIATHCA?»

Lltoup Tao KMBHYJIa €My U TOXKe BCTasa. Ee IBUKEHUS OBl HEMHOTO HEYKITIOKUMHU, HO 9TO TOJIHKO
100aBIISIIO €/ 0YaPOBAHHUS.

Crolt XacsiHb He COpPoBOXKaas OpaTheB JIi0 B UX pacciefoBaHUH, I03TOMY II0 CPaBHEHUIO C HUMU €T0
3HaHus 0 npoutoM LltoHb Tao OvlIM KpaliHe orpaHuYeHHBIMU. KoHeuHO, Obl/la OflHA CTapyXa,
KOTOpas IjieBayach MPOKJISITUSIMU B ee agpec, Ho Cioi XaCsHb MPOCTO MPUIIKCAT IPy00CTh 9TOM
JKEHIIVHEL ee CTpafaHusAM OT HallaJeHUs Ha ee ChIHa.

He60, X0TS ¥ 3aTIHYTOE IJIOTHEIMU 00JTaKaMH, BCe elrle ObIIO OBOIBHO CBETIBIM. CBET OTpaxXKascs
Ha CBepKalollleM CHery BOKpyr HuUX. KpyIHEBIe XJI0IIbsl MeJIEHHO Hadyalu OnycKaThCs, U Croil X3CIHb
PELIu KyIuTh 30HTUK, YTOOBI 3alIUTUTh UX OT CHeTa.

LIroHs Tao BOIPOCHUTEIHFHO CKIOHMIIA TOJI0BY Ha00K. OHa ITPOUCXOUTIa U3 0YeHb 0€THOTO OKPYXKEHUS
¥ He MOIJIa ITOHSTh, 3aYeM OH TPATUJI CBOM MOHETHI Ha YTO-TO CTOJIL G6eCIIoiIe3HOe [JiT TaKOTo
ciydasi.

«Xm?» Croit XacsgHb HaxMypui 6poBu: «Hy, maxke eclid 3TO ¥ CHET, KaK TOJIbKO OH pacTaeT, OH
IIPEBPATUTCS B BOAY U CHAeEJaeT TBOX Of€XKAY U BOJIOCHI MOKPBIMH, BEPHO?»

XM, HO CHET, 110 ee MHEHUIO, MOXKHO IIPOCTO U JIETKO CMAaXHYThb.

Croii X3CsiHb MOT YyBCTBOBaTh UCXOAdIee OT Hee onaceHue. [103ToOMy OH OTep 3aThIJIOK U
OTBEPHYJICS: «Hy YTO XK... I IPOCTO IMOAyMaJl...3Haelllb, MOXKET ObITh, ObIJI0O ObI HEIIJIOX0 OJHAXKIHI
IPOTYJIATHCS NOT 30HTUKOM C OEBYIIKOU, BEPHO?»

Croit XacsiHb He OBIIT BRICOKMM U HE BHITJISIIEN TAKUM CUJIBHBEIM M KPACUBHIM, Kak Opaths JIto. ITo
CpPaBHEHMIO C HUMH, OH BRITJISIAEN G0Jiee XPYIKUM, €T0 JINLO YacTO yIbI0aI0Ch U Ka3aa0Ch BECEITBIM.
TouHee Gb1JI0 OB HA3BATh €T'0 CUMIIATUYHBIM U HOCTYIHBEIM. Cioit X9CSHS HE B KOEM ClIydae Hejb3s
OBLIIO Ha3BaTh HEB3PAYHKIM YEJIOBEKOM.

Liroup Tao HEMHOTO OIyCTHJIA TOJIOBY U IOAOIIA O/I1XKe K HeMYy, YTOOBI OCTAThCS IO 30HTUKOM U
3aIIUTUTHCS OT JIEHWBO TTafialomiero cHera. OHU HETOPOIIMBO IIPOTYIISIIUCE 110 YIUIAM U
HAIIPABUJIUCh K KaHaly, YTOOH BEIOpaTh 00Jiee XKUBOMKUCHYIO TPOIIUHKY.

CHer chIajcs MejIeHHO, KaK ceMeHa OflyBaHUMKa, TOCTATOYHO TOJICTHIM ¥ TYCTOM, YTOOBI MOXKHO
OBLIIO PA3TIAIEeTh €r0 3aMBICIIOBATHIE XJIOMbs. MeXay HUMU Obllla TUIIWHA, HO HANIPsSKeHNe HEMHOTO
crano. «Tel HUYEro He coOupaebcst cCKa3aThb?» X0 TaH 3ammmiesna Ha HETO C IIjIeya.

Croii X3CsiHb TOJIBKO B3[IOXHYJI, a 3aTeM Orjisaaescs: « Tl poouiachk B 3TOU OepeBHE?» - CIIPOCUJTI OH
[EBYIIKY, CTOSBIIYIO PSIOOM C HUAM.

Ona KuBHYJIa I'OJI0BOM.



«9T0 MUno. A poousncs B APyroM MecTe, HO MOX POAUTENN IIPUBE3/IU MEHS CI0fa, U S BBIPOC Ha MUKe
Baurionb. Korga s 6611 peGeHKOM, S IyMaJl, YTO XOUy IIyTelIeCTBOBATh, YBUAETh MUP ¥, BO3MOKHO,
faXxke BEPHYTHCS Ha MECTO CBOEro poxpaeHus.» I'onoc Crou XacgHs 3aTuX. Boaneke K HUM
HAIIPaBJISJIOCh HECKOIBKO MOJIOABIX JIIOfiel, ¥ OHU JOBOJILHO TPOMKO CMESIIUCh U 60JITaIu, II09TOMY
Croit XaCsiHb 103a00THIICS O TOM, YTOOBI UITH 110 BHEIIIHEN CTOPOHE IOPOTH.

Lo Tao He MOHKMMasa, IOYEMY OH OCTAHOBUJICS M BBHIZKM[AIOIle IIOCMOTPENIa Ha Hero, OXKuuas
TIPOMIOTIXKEHMUS,

OH mouecar 3aThUIOK U CllerkKa yne0Hyca: «HecMOTps Ha TO, 4TO S He 3HAI0 OPYTuUx Mect. [Tuk
BaHr10HB - MOI1 POJHOM ropof. f He oyMaio, YTO CMOTY BHIHECTH MBICTIL 00 OThe3[e.»

KeHmuHa-ipr3pak psafaoM ¢ HUM efiBa 3aMEeTHO KUBHYJIA. TpyaHO ObIJIO oragaThCsi, Kakoe
BEIpAZKEeHUE y Hee OBIIO MOJI Byaslblo, HO eclid OBl eMy IMPUIIIOCH HoragbsiBaThCs, Cioit X9CSHD XOTEN
OBl BEPUTD, YTO OHA YIBI0AeTCS.

U_IYMHBIG rojioCa CTaHOBHUIIUCH BCE€ TPOMYE, KOT'ma OHU ITPOXOOUIIA MUMO T'DYIIITEI MOJIOABIX HIOJIGIZ. Hx
JII00OIIBITHEIE B3rJIdObl OKHHYJIM X C T'OJIOBEI O HOT' 1 OCTAHOBHUJIMCH Ha I'Pyan lrous Tao. Cron
X3CsAHb 3aMEeTHJI, KaK OHa C1"Op6I/IJ'IaCB " CIIPATalIaChb 3a HUM.

Y ogHOTO M3 HUX XBaTUJIO HATJIOCTH IIPHCBUCTHYTh: «XOPOLINY yJIOB, OpaT.»
Ipyroii 3acmesincs: «[IoBecenucs!»
«YTO y Hee ¢ IuLoM?»

Ciolt XacsiHb TIOYYBCTBOBAJI PEOKUM IIPUINB IT'HEBa U orpagui LijoHs Tao oT ux 37106HBIX B3TISOOB U
T'PSI3HBIX CI0B. «He 71e3bTe HE B CBOE [EJI0», - OPOCUIT OH UM.

KoneuHo, Ha ero mnneye Obiyia Xo TaH, 4TOOB UCIIOPTUTH eMy MOMeHT: «KTo xke 3Han, uTo Cg0 CsHb
TOXKE MOXKET BeCTH ce0sl KaK HaCTOSIINN MyXK4YnuHa?»

OH 3ammIiesn U NOYTU CTPSIXHYJI €e CO CBOero mjeya, Ho L{toHs Tao 0TBIIEeKIIa ero pa3gpaxeHue, B35B
€ro PyKy B CBOIO.

Ona 6bly1a X0JIOOHOM, KaK Jief], HO 3BeHSIIUY T0JI0C, KOTOPHIN IIPOHECCS B €0 TOJIOBE, OBUT MATKUM U
npudaTHeIM: «Cracubo...»

Pymsnen mekoTtan ero meku, u Croi X9CSHb BEPHYJICS K IOTUPAHUIO 3aThlIKa: «He BonHyHCSA. OTH
napHu Benu cebs rpy6o. He mo3Bossit uM 6eCriOKOUTE Te0s.»

Crolt XacsiHb 3afyMasicsi, BO3MOXKHO, JId, YTOOHI IpU3paK u3nydas Temno. OH MombITaacs HallOMHUTD
cefe, 4TO Yy HETO BCETO JIUIIL MUMOJIETHOE CBUIaHKE C ITPU3PAKOM, OYIIOHN, KOTopas [OJKHa Oblia
YVHUTH, HO He X0TeNa. Y Hero He ObIJTO TPUYUH UCIHITEIBATH K HeHM KaKyi0-Tu00 MPUBSI3aHHOCTh UITH
YyBCTBA.

Ho Croit XacsHb ObIT MOJIOL ¥ HAUBEH, U JaxKe KOrfa OH gyMas 06 3TOM, OH He MOT IIOJIHOCTBIO
OTpHUAaTh TOT (aKT, YTO eMy HpaBUJIOCh COIPOBOXKAATh AaMy 110 KBapTaiy. [laxke eciu Bce 3TO OBIIO
IIPOCTO LIOy. MOMEHT 13 CKa3KH.

OHu 3aBepHY/IM 3a MOBOPOT, U Ciol X3CSHb IIaHMPOBAJI BLIBECTH €€ 3a IIPefesl IepeBHU s Oojee
yeOUHEHHON ¥ MUPHOU IIPOTYJIKK II0 HETPOHYTOMY Jiecy. HecMoTpst Ha TO, 9YTO eMy GBIJI0O HEMHOTO
JKaJib, YTO Ha yJIUIe ITPOHU3LIBAIOIINY XOJIOM, OH MIPEATIoarasl, YTo 3T0 Ha CaMOM [iefie He UMEeJIO s



Hee 3Ha4YeHHus, TdK KaK OHa yXKe OnlTa MEPTBa.

Ho mpexpe yeM OHM yCIEeU IOKUHYTh IIPefiebl JepeBHY, HeOObIIas TOJMMA TI00ed TauHCTBEHHBIM
obOpa3oM cobpanach, 4TOOHI MPerpaguTh UM yTh. Cpenu HuX Cio¥ X9CSHb HAaCYUTAJ JIUIa TEX
rpyOBIX MOJIOOBIX JTIOMEeH, KOTOPHIE paHee OTIyCKalk HaCMeITHBhIe 3aMeYaHusI.

«OcraBaucs o3agu MeHsd...» Cioi X3CgaHb BCTaJl lepef] 3aKyTaHHLIM B ByaJlb IPU3PaKOM, ero rojosa
Oblyla MPUITONHSTA B 3alMUIAIOIIEM XKeCTe, Ha Nulle Oblla OTpazxKanach pemuMocTb. ETo Bpsig nu
MO2KHO OBIJIO Ha3BaTh XPaOpPHIM YeJIOBEKOM, ¥ OH JpozKa Ovl mepen O0JIbIIoN TOJIIOMH, KOTOpas
Opocaiia B ero CTOPOHY IIPOH3UTEJIbHEIE B3TJISMHL.

Ho Croit XacssHb HarmloMHMI cebe, 4To OH OB 3aK/IMHATeIeM, KOTOPHIM 3Hall, KaK 00pamaThsCs ¢
MeuoM. OH He GBbIJT YEJIOBEKOM M3 BIIEYAT/ISIONIEH TOJIIIH TeHUEB U BYHOEPKUHIOB Ha BEPIIUHE TOPH,
HO €My HPaBHUJIOCh BEPUTH, UTO OH CMOXKET BEICTOSITh ITPOTHUB TOJIIIEI HEPEBEHCKUX XKUTEIeH. «B uem
neno?» OH MOmBITaICS U300Pa3uTh YILIOKY, KOTOPasi He COBCEM [IOCTHUIJIa YTOIKOB ero ria3: «4To
O3HaYaeT 3T0 coOpaHue? MoxeT OBITh, 3MeCh MPOUCXOTUT KaK0e-TO Mpa3gHoBaHue HoBoro roga?»

OnuH U3 MOJIOABIX JIIONEH BEITSHYT PYKY U yCMeXHYICs: «[1oxoxKe, HaM 1 30eCh BECENI0?»

Cyns mo ypoaJiuBEIM I'pMacaM Ha Jinliax ero codpaTheB, Hag Cioi XaCcsHeM XOTeIH IOTTIyMUThCS U
nmou3neBaTthcs, ma! Ho oH OvIn B OoJiee meNMKaTHBIX COLIMAIbHBIX CUTYalUsIX, YeM 3Ta: «Torga, ecnu
3[leCh HET HMYEro BECeJIOT0 UM UHTEPEeCHOro, 1 fyMalo, HaM npuneTtcs yuTu.» OH yxke cobuparncs
B3sTh LI1oHb Tao 3a PyKy U YUTH, HO OOWH U3 MYKYUH OBICTPO OCTAHOBUJI €T0 KPUKOM.

«3Jit! Th XOTB 3HAEIb, KTO 3T0?!» OH YCMEeXHYJICS ¥ paccMesiics, KaK OyITO ero CjioBa MOKa3aJIuCh
eMy 3a0aBHBIMU. «f MOTYy y3HaTh 3TH OTBUCIINE TPYOU I'oe yrogHo! Ito Ta nutoxa Llrons Tao!»

Croii X3CsiHb HUKOT[a B XKM3HU TaK CUJIbHO HE XOTeJI KOro-TO yaapuTh. OH MOPTHYJI U IPOIIENTal
Ipu3paKy, KOTOPBIMA OpoxKaJl, Kak 1obas oObuHas UCIyraHHas geByika: «He cnymai ux. OHu
HUAYEro He 3HAIT.»

OpuH U3 MyKYKH BHITJISIAEN HEMHOTO OJIeJHBIM U MMPUCOEIUHUIICS K YKa3aHuio: «OHa [eHCTBUTEIHHO
noxoxa Ha Lltors Tao. Ho ona mepTBa! { 3Hat0, 4TO 0Ha MepTBa. f gaxke BUAEI ee TPYyIl. ITO OHA,
BepHO? Ta, KOTOpasd Hamagaja Ha MyK4uH B iepeBHe. OHa X04YeT YKpacTh HAIIK AyIn!»

IpyT pSmoM ¢ HUM TOJIKHYJI eT0 JIOKTEM U paccMesiics XPUILIEIM rojiocoM: «Ho pa3Be TH He
cneiman? Ee mHTEPECYIOT TONTBKO CBEXKKE, COYHBIE IEBCTBEHHUKH. »

«ITtoHb Tao He Takasd...! Brl, pebsTa, BooOIe 3HaeTe ee muyHO?» Ciol X3CsAHbL IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro
TOJIOC HEMHOTO TIOBBICHJICSI, Pa304apoBaHUe CKaJl0 eT0 XXKUBOT.

He6osnpirag Tonmna pacCTynuIach, U BIiepe[ BHIIIEN YeJI0BeK, Ubs ofexk/a Oblia JIydlle, YeM y
ocTanbHBEIX. OH HEe MOT CPaBHUTHCS C KpacaBliaMu, KOTOPhIX Cioi X9CsHb IPUBHIK BUMIETh B IETCTBE,
HO PSIZIOM C OCTAJIbHBIMU KUTEJIIMU JIePEBHU 3TOT MOJIOIOU YeJIOBEK OOJIbIIle TTOXOOUI Ha
Hacrosiiero Monoporo Xo3sruHa. OH He HacMeXaJiCs U He IIJIeBaJICSl YPOLJIUBEIMU CII0BAMU, HO OH
yKa3aJs Ha L1oHb Tao u 04eHb CIIOKOMHO CKa3all: «JTa XKeHIIWHa - BopoBaTas 3Mes. He nopgpmaBaycs
ee oOMaHy.»

Crolt XacsiHb Cpady MOHSJI, YTO B 3TOM MOJIOIOM 4YeJioBeKe OBIJI0 4TO-TO Apyroe. OH He IMOXOOUIT Ha
yeJioBeKa, KOTOPHIN CIIeTo ClieflyeT 3a HUMU, KaK OBLla B CTafe, ¥ BPSA JIK OH CTasl OBl BHIBUTAThH
00BHMHEHUS HU C TOTO HU C cero. Ho oH He MOT MO3BOJIUTH 3TOMY IIPOAOJIKATHCS HACTOJIBKO HOJITO.
[Trous Tao apoxkKama pAAOM C HUM, U TOIBKO B 3TOT MOMEHT OH IIOYYBCTBOBAaJI, KakK BHYTPHU Hee
3aKHUITaeT CTPyHa BO3MYIIEHHON 3Hepruu. «Y Te0s ecTh MoKa3aTenbCTBa?» OH mocTapasncs, YTOOk



€r0 TOJIOC 3By4all POBHO, ¥ CIIPOCUTT MyKYHHY:

Momnopoii yenoBek KuBHYN: «Ha camoM pmene ato 51, My [oH, 4eloBeK KOTOPOro oHa o6oKpaa!»
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