II>xoH cHOBa 3a0oyen. XoTs y [I2K0Ha, Ka3aJioCk, He OBIJI0 CePhe3HAIX TPO0IeM CO 3T0PoBbeM, [IKOH

JIETKO YTOMJISITICS OT HeOOMbIINX BHEITHUX Pa3apaxkuTtesnei. CTpagast OT TUXOPAOKH, OT KOTOPOH BCe
ero Tejo ropeno, [I2KOH CBEPHYJICS KalaYMKOM Ha KpoBaTH. Ero BOJIOCH IPUIKILIH KO 10y, MOKDPEHIE

OT X0JIOJHOTO moTa. HeKoTopoe BpeMsi OH CTOHAJI, II0KA ABEePh 0OLIeXKUTHS He OTKPHIIACK.

«JI3KOH, THI MOXKeIllb BCTaTh Ha CEKYHAY?»

[TpoxsafiHast pyka 00BUJIa ero ropsiuuii 106. [T0CKOIBKY 3TO OBITIO MPUSITHO, [[?KOH ITOBEPHYII TOJIOBY.
Bckope c3apu ero mopgepkaja BHYIIUTEIbHASA CUlla, ¥ [I3KOH ObUI BEIHYKIEH MTOJHSITH BEPXHIOIO
YacThb Tefa. [[2KOH OTKPHII CBOM TSIXKEJble, OMyXIIue BeKU. ITo BaneHTuH mepxkan [[KoHa Ha pyKax.

«IIpuMu JT1€KapCTBO ¥ CHOBA JIOXKUCH CIATHY.

BaneHTuH, ofgepKuBaBIINi [[KOHY BEPXHIOI YaCTh Tejla HOTOM, TOJHEC YalllKy K ero ry6aM.
Temnnast Bofa moTeksa yepes menb Iy6 [IkoHa. 3aTeM BanmeHTUH cyHYN [I2KOHY B POT MUJTIONH. JTO
OBLJI0 CHOTBOPHOE ¥ KapOIOHUKalee, KOTophle [I3KOH BpeMsi 0T BpeMeHU IIPUHUMAET.
Y6equBIKCh, YTO OH MPOTJTIOTHIT IEKAPCTBO, BaneHTHH BEITED BCIOTEBINEe MU0 [IKOHA MOKPHIM
TIOJIOTEHIIEM.

«4 OCTaHYChb C TO60fI, IIOKa ThI HEe YCHeIIb, TaK 4YTO He BOHHYﬁCﬂ " CIIN».

&, .»

«4] BEpHYCH Cpasy MoCciie YPOKOB».

BmecTo TOr0, 4TOOBI OTBETUTS, [I2KOH OECIIOMOIIHO OTTOJIKHYN Ipynab BanerTuHa pykoi. OH
OTBEpHYJICS 0T BajsleHTHHa U CIPSTAJCS 0T OflesiioM. BanmeHTHH moxsionan ero mo cruuHe. Y [[3KoHa
Cpa3sy 3aKpyKunach rojioBa, Kak OyATO OH Ilafjajl B IPONacTb.

B necy, Kyna oHu nomuny, [[:KOH ITOTEPSI CO3HaHKe, KaK TOIbKO KOHYUII. XOTS IIPOJIMBHOM HOXK[Ib
KOe-KaK OMBIJI eT0, INTIKas TEKCTypa ocTanach Ha MeCTe.

«...THI, TH OCO3HaEIlb, YTO THI COENIA?»

[I>x0H ycTaBusica Ha BaneHTuHa. B 3eeHbIX Ita3ax OblI TOPKECTBYIOIIKAY THEB, a OIyXIIKe I'yObl
ObLIK IPKO-KpAaCHHIMU. BasleHTHH IPOCTO CMOTPEN Ha [[3K0Ha, He OPaBHbIBasCh.

Tsxkenas TUIIMHA OIMYCTUIIACh HAa WX, KaK OOXK/b. BalleHTHUH, KOTOPHIN HEKOTOPOE BpeMsi CMOTpeIl Ha
II>KOHa, OIyCTHUJI T'Jla3a ¥ BHUMATEJIbHO ITIOCMOTPeJI Ha ero pPyKy. JlagoHb [I2KoHa Oblna MOKphHITa
JKUIKOCTBIO, a THUTbHASI CTOPOHA €T0 PyKHU OblyIa ITOKPHITA IlapaliHaAMU, TIOTOMY YTO OHa TEPJach O
KOopy mepeBa. KpoBb TeKa U3 THIIBHON CTOPOHBI PYKH, OKpallliBasi PyKaBa B 6J1€THO-PO30BLIN 1IBET.



HeBeposaTHO, HO BaneHTUH clierka OmyCTHUII [OJIOBY U JIU3HYJI JafoHb [[:K0oHa. BogsgHuCTas cepMa
ucuessa U3-3a ero sf3vlka. Korga B3riang BaneHTrHa BCTPETUIICS CO B3TJIAAOM 3aCTHIBIIEr0 [[XKO0HA,
BanenTtun npuiypuscs. 2KyTkoe olLlyIlleHre IPOHUKIIO B cepaLe [IXKoHa.

[Tocne aToro [xoH cTan usberats BaneHTuHa. Y He TOMBKO IIOTOMY, 4TO OH 37ujics. C TOro gHS
[I2KOH MOHSJI, YTO 9TU OTHOILIEHUS He UAYT UM Ha nonb3y. OpHako [[;)KOH He MOT TOYHO MOHSTh, B 4eM
npo6ieMa, IT03TOMY He 3HAJl, YTO CKa3aTh BaneHTuHy. B Takux o0cTOsITeNbCTBAX U3beranue ObII0
CaMbIM ITPOCTHEIM BapHaHTOM Ajs [I2KOHa.

Banentun 3a0oTuincs o [I3KoHe, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO ero UTHOPUPOBaIK. IToka oH ObII ¢ [I2KOHOM,
BanenTtruHa He 3a00THIIO €T0 OTHOILIEHHE. DTO OBIM HEOOHO3HAYHEIE HECKOJILKO JHEH, u [IJKOH,
HAKOHEeIl, OCTAaTOYHO OIIPABUJICS, YTOOLI BCTATh.

«f1 He Bugen Te0st HECKONILKO qHEH... Tebe XpeHoBO OBII0?»

"Xm? Her..."

«He oTpulia 9TOro, KOrya TBoe JIMI0 Takoe OJIemHoe».

Korpga I'peropu 110KHYI s13bIKOM, [I3KOH HEJIOBKO paccMmesinica. OH TakxkKe cTpafan oT 0ojeit B Teyne u
CHUJIBHOTO CTPecca, II09TOMY, TI0X03Ke, V Hero Obiy10 ciaboe 3m0poBke. [I3KOH HUKOTA B XKU3HU He
Oonen, 1 Terneph 3afiaBasiCsl BOIIPOCOM, ITI0YEMY B IIOCJIEIHEE BPEMS €ro 3N0POBLE YXYAIIUIIOCE.
OpHako [I2KOH He BOCIIPUHSJI 3TO BCEPhEe3 U3-3a CBOET0 JIETKOMEBICJIEHHOTO XapakTepa.

«Kak ImpoxXomuT IOATOTOBKA K 9K3aMeHaM A-level?»

BmecTo Toro, 4TOOH IPOAOIKATh HeynoOHyi0 TeMy, [I2koH cipocun ['peropu o6 yuebe, U TOT
HaXMYyPHUJIICS.

«41 mpocTo neiTarock. f O6bT TaK 00ECIIOKOEH B 3TU AHU, YTO 3aBUAYIO TeOe, KOTOPHIY MTOHATUS HE
MMeeT, YTO TYT U KaK. f HuKorga He Oyoy TaKuUM XpaOpHIM, KakK ThI».

«Xa-Xa... 4ylrb cobaybsi».

«IToegeM 7T MBI C OCTa/IbHBIMU B ITyTEIIIECTBUE II0CJIE 3TOTO YEPTOBOT0 9K3aMeHa? MHI Bce moiiieM
CBoey moporoiu... O, BOT U TBOM OpaT».

[I2k0H pedeKTOPHO MOBEPHYJI I'OJIOBY Ha CJioBa ['peropu. BaneHTuH e o KOpUgopy. YTpeHHee
COJIHI[e, CBETHBIIEE M3 OKHA, 3aCHJI0 Ha ero CBETJIBIX BOJIOCAX, OCTABUB OCJIENUTENbHEIN CIIEf,.
BaneHTUH ObLJI TAKUM K€ ONPSATHHIM, KakK BCeTfia, U KPYTHIM, XOTS y HEro ObsIo 6eCCTpacTHOE JIUIO.

«...51 TIOKa He X04y BUOETH TBOE JIUIIOY.



BuemHu# Bun BaneHTHHA, KOTOPHIM paHblile mopagoBa O [I2KOHA, Telephb BhI3BAJI JIHIIb
HeJI0BKOCTh. OMHAKO, B OTIHYKe OT JI2KOHA, M0 BasleHTHHA CTajo 3aMeTHO CBeTJiee, KOTjia OH
yBupen [IxoHa. [Ipoxiaga BMUT McYe3a, U rojTyOble Tla3a JJACKOBO MPUILYPUTUCh. B TOT MOMEHT,
KOTZla ero T'yObl OTKPHIIUCE, KaK OyITo OH coOupacs Ha3BaTh ero uMs, [1:KOH He0CO3HaHHO n3bexkarl
B3rjsifa BaneHTHHa.

"..Iloitmem."

«O, THI HE TTO37I0POBAENIbCS C HUM?»

I>XKOH ITOKavaJs TOJI0BOM ¥ MTOBEPHYJICS 06paTHO B KOPUAOP, AepXKach 3a 03alaueHHOr0 ['peropu.

<<1'Iopa Ha4YMWHATh 3aHATUA».

«He rosopu mHe...»

«.»

«Tr1 moccopuscs ¢ Banentunom? CKOnbKO Tebe JIeT, CTapuk, a Befellb ce0s TakK M0-IeTCKHU...»

"JaMoTdn»

Korpga [I2K0H ¢ KpaCHBIMHU YIIIaMU OTBETHJI, [peropu moxkayas rojaoBoM, Kak 6yaTo OH He MOT
noMemiaTs [[KOHY YUTH.

«Y4TO0 He Tak C 3TUMHU OPaThsIMU, KOTOPbIE HE MOTYT XKUTb APYT C APYTOM?»

«4] cka3ai 3aTKHUCH...»

I:X0H He 3aKOHYHUJI IPEAI0KEHNE. ITO MPOU3OIIIIO TOTOMY, YTO YTO-TO BHE3AITHO IIOTSHYJIO €T0
c3agu. ['puropw, MIyTUBIINM, TOXKE IIOBEPHYJ TOJIOBY C YOUBIIEHHBIM BhIpaXKeHHEM JHIa. BaneHTHH
cMoTpern Ha [[2K0Ha CBepXy BHU3, €T0 JUI0 OBITI0 HAaIPsSKEeHHBIM.

«.»

[>xoH ynpsMuics, a BaneHTrH HUYEro He TOBOPWI. PyKa, mepxXKaBiias ero 3ansiCTbe, yBeIudumna
CBOIO cuiy. ['peropu crenan HEJIOBKOE BhIpaXkKeHUe NIMIa, KOrga aTMocdepa cTajla CTPAaHHOH, U OH
HEeJIOBKO IIOTpsIC [IKO0Ha 3a IIJIeY0

«...J, IPUATHOTO pa3roBopa. XM, g IIOUAY».



Korpma I'puropu mcues, BOIlapuiach TsXKEnas TAIMHA. [loka BaneHTuH mepran ero pykoi, [[KoH Bce
ellle He CMOTpeN Ha BaneHTuHa.

« JI2KOH, 4TO CITy4YHUIIOCH?»

[TepBHIM Hapywmua Mojiyanue BanentuH. ['onoc, 6omee HU3KKH, 4eM 0OLIYHO, BhIpazKall HeTepIeHue,
KOTOPO€e HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO CKPHITh.

<<Ter[epb, Korga Tebe cTarno JIyd4ime... Th 3aKpPHUUI Ha MEHSA riaaza?»

BripaxeHnue nuia [IKOHa MI'HOBEHHO MCKA3UJIOCh OT TOHA Bompoca. Korma [IKOH IOOHSI TOJIOBY, OH
BCTPETHUI B3TJIsA BaneHTHHA, CMOTPSINET0 Ha HETO C TBEPOBIM BEIpaXKeHueM nuiia. CII0BHO BpeMs
OCTaHOBHUJIOCH, EQUHCTBEHHOE, YTO IBUTAJIOCh Ha 6ECCTPACTHOM JIMIle, — 9TO [IBa CJIeTKa APOXKAIIUX
ria3a. [I3K0H OTKpPHII I'y0ORl, CIIpaIliBas B OTBET.

«THI IpaBOa He MOHUMAEIh?»
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