[[Isub flouyaHb GepekHO Hec Oe3ympeydHo Oenoe siio MepdoiKa, oKa ero M s Be3 ero B
KoMmHaTy ams geTéHeimei MephoIkoB — y3HATh 0 MPOIIEAype YCHIHOBIEHUS U 3a0HO moobGenaTs. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, CETOMIHS OBUT €0 IeHb POXKAEHHUS, U OH, HAKOHEIl, Tprexa Ha JHO OKeaHa.

KomHarTa [/ meTEHbIIIeH, Te XpaHUJIUCh BCe XPYIIKUe siiilla Mep(hOoIKOB, Oblia MECTOM, 3aKPHITHIM
[J1st TOCTOPOHHUX. JIo Y9Hb U OCTa/lbHBIE He MOTJIN Ty[a IMOUTHU U T03TOMY YUUIH. [I0OOABOTHBIN MUD
OBbLJT CITUIIKOM XOJIOMHBIM IJIS1 JTIOflel, U maXke 3aluTHOe 000PyLOBaHKEe He MOTJIO TI0JTHOCThIO
3arJIyIIKTh UX CTPax nepen riiyOuHoH.

Yxops, MephoK ¢ 3eIeHBIM XBOCTOM, ITPOBOKABIINM nX, 00epHYIcs u nogMurayn lsus HouyaHio.
[IIaup ouyaHb cpa3y MOHSI er0 HaMeK U IPoIIenTan ogHuMu rybamu: "He mepeycepacTByit”.

Tot nokasan xkecT "OK", pa3BepHyJcs u yuien BMecTe ¢ JIo YaHeM U 0CTaIbHEIMU.

Korpa onu yuny, [IIses CroHB paccMesisics:

— Huzkuii coprt. Jlydile OB OH TOIIEN B XOCT-KJIy0 ¥ HAy4UJICS, KaK yroXaaTh uxX Bropoi
[Ipunnecce.

Mnapmmi gsigs, [Isub CioHb, OBUT POOHEIM OPAaTOM €ro OTIIa C IICUXUYeCKOoU cuioi YpoBHS S. OH
OBLTT U3BECTEH CBOMM OCTPBIM SI3HIKOM ¥ OTHAXK[IhI TPU OHS CIIOPUJ C KEM-TO B CeTU. TOT IIOCT YacCTo
monajan Ha rflaBHYI0 cTpaHuly ¢dopyMa [omyOoit 3Be3bl A7t BCeoO11ero 0603peHus.

[Tocne TOro KakK OH CTaJl UCIOIHSIIONIM 00s13aHHOCTH MMIepaTopa MepdhoKoB, 0H
CTaj coepXkKaHHee U CTapajCsl MOIdaTh, KOTAa 3To ObUIO BO3MOXKHO. Hampumep, TOIBKO 4TO OH
npennoyden ObITh U30KMpaTEIBLHO TITYyXUM, 0605Ch 3aX71e0HYTh KOTO-HUOYOL CBOEM CITIOHOM.

Vi3HavanbpHO MOCTIe UCUe3HOBEHUS OTIIa OH [JOJIXKeH OBIJI CTaTh HOBHIM MMnepaTopoM MepdonkoB, HO
[IIsup CroHB BCETHA T'OBOPHUJI, YTO €T0 OTel] ObIJI CUJIeH AyXOM 1 00513aTeNbHO XKUB. OH JIHIIb
BPEMEHHO UCIIOJIHST 0053aHHOCTH, ITI0Ka TOT He BepHeTcs, i 1noka [IIsue JodyyaHs He TOB3POCIIEET,
4yTOORI TepefaTh eMy TPOH.

K coxanenuto, [lIsnp flouyaHb MONIYYUIT TPABMY... ¥ OH OOJIbIlIe HE IOTHUMAI 3Ty TEMY.

Brmpouew, II385 fAoyyaHs HUKOTa He IIPOSBIIAII UHTEPECca K TPOHY.

B arto Bpems IIsnas douyaHb CMOTpPEN Ha SHUI0 Mep(ojiKa B CBOMX pyKaX. Marlbllll CHOBa CBEPHYJICS
BHYTPH CKOPJYIIE, HHOTAA BhIAyBas y3blpu. OH MOT JIMIIb CMyTHO BUAETH CBET/I0-0PaHKEBLIM XBOCT.
OH, KaxKeTcsl, HIKOTIa He BUea Mep@OJIKOB C TaKUM LIBETOM XBocTa. OH OBIT IT0X0XK Ha 3aKaTHOE
He6o0. Korfia oH BeIpacTeT, TO, HECOMHEHHO, OyeT OUeHb KPaCUBHIM.

Korpa [Isub Cronb npuBe3 ero B KoMHATYy [l OeTEHHIIIEN, COTPYIHUKU-MeP(HOIKH, KOTOPBIE
IpUCMaTpPUBAJIH 3a SillaMu, cOOpanruch BMECTe, UTO-TO 00CYyKasi U BHITISAENI HEMHOTO
pacTepSHHBIMI.



YBumes, 4TO OHU MPUOIHKAIOTCS, MEPGOJIKH MTOCIENIHO 00bSICHUIIN:

— Marnenbskui Mepdosk u3 ceMby KyaHb BBUIYIIUICSA PaHbIlle BpeMEHU. ITO MaJIbuiK C PO30BHIM
XBOCTOM, OH IIOSBUJICSI HA HECKOJIPKO OHEU paHbllle 3aljlaHuPOBAaHHOU JaThl, HO OH 3[0poB. [IpocTo
OH HEMHOT'O 030PHOY U CBAJIUJI HECKOJIBKO IIPEAMETOB.

Tan JIu, CBEpHYBIINUCS BHYTPU CKOPJIYIIE], IIOYYBCTBOBAJI IPUCTYII COBECTH.

[Isup CIOHb KMBHYII:

— YBemoMunu?

— YBepmomunu. CKOpo 3a HUM NIPUAYT JTIOAN U3 ceMbU 2KyaHb, — OTBETUJI OOUH U3 HUX, IEPEBOISI
B3rJI4A Ha NafoHb [Isub JouyaHsa. — Barie BeicouecTBo, Iie BB HaIlJIA 3TO Aun0? MEI Kak pa3
IIOTEPSIU OOHO...

XoTs1 3T0 OBII BOIIPOC, OH OBLI YBEPEH, YTO 9TO UMEHHO TO IIOTEPSTHHOE SIHII0, KOTOPOe JIeXKaJio PAI0oM
C TOJIBKO YTO BHUTyIUBIIMMCS MephonkoM ceMmbu 2KyaHb. OHYM 00HaAPYXKUIM IPOMAXy U TYT Ke
OTIIPABUIIK KOT'0-TO MIPOBEPUTH 3aIIUCU KaMep. He ycmenmu oHM 3TO chemnaTh, KakK MOsSBUIKMCH Bartie
BricouecTBo u ero gsams.

VHKyOallmOHHBIN ITepurop ull MepdOoJIKOB [I0JIOT, a YCIOBUS MHKYOaluy JOBOJIBHO cTporue. YToOn
rapaHTUPOBATh BRIXKMBAEMOCTh, IIOUTH BCE CeMbU MeP(hOIKOB PEIlaloT OTIIPABUTh SHIA C
MapKUPOBKOHM B KOMHATY {715t JETEHBIIIEN. Y KaXKA0TO SIAIa eCTh CBOE MECTO ¥ HOMED, ¥ OHU
€XKeTHEeBHO BHUMATEJIbHO UX IIPOBEPSIOT, YTOOB HUYETO He YIYCTUTh. DTO HEOOIIBIIOe II0 pa3Mepy
SIAII0 UM 3aIIOMHUJIOCH, ¥ 32 HUM 0COOEHHO TIIATeIbHO ITPHCMATPUBAJIHU, OMTACASICh, YTO POKIEHHBIN
MaJibi OyeT Heopa3BuT.

Kaxk oHO oka3anocs y Ero BeicouecTBa?

YBupges ux peakuuio, [lIsup JoyyaHb MOBEPHY U0 CTOPOHOM C IPOJIOMOM K Mep(doIKaMm.

[IIsub CI0HE CBOEBPEMEHHO O0BSICHHUI:

— Bo BpeMms LiepeMOHUY COBEPILIEHHOJIETUS MaJIBIII CaM, BOJI0Ya CKOPJIYILY, IOAIUIBII K pyKe
AouyaHsd.

['ma3a coTpymHUKOB-Mep(}ONKOB pacuupuirch. KoMHaTa [iist meTEHHIIIeH He Oblla MOTHOCTHIO
3aKkprITa. Ha000pOT, OHKM HAMIONT0 OTKPLIBAIM OKHA KaXK/Ibli JeHb, YTOOK 00eCIEeYUTD IIUPKYIISIHUIO
BOJEI, HO B IIOCTIeIHEE BPEMSI He OBIIIO SHII, TOTOBBIX K BHUTYIIJIEHUIO, TIO9TOMY OHU HE YAEJSITH 3TOMY
ocoOoro BHUMaHus. Boee Toro, 60NMBIIMHCTBO HOBOPOKOEHHEIX MEeP()OIKOB C1abkl, OHU 60
IavyT, U060 TPHI3YT CKOPJIYIY OT r'oJjiofa, 60 CISAT, CBePHYBIIKUCH B HEH. OHM, KOHEYHO, YMEIOT
TJIaBaTh OT POXKOEHUS, HO HEe MOTYT IOJHSTHCS BBICOKO, ¥ BHICOTA OrpaxmeHuy B KomHare s
HOeTEHHINel Oblla pacCUMTaHa UCXOMIS U3 9TOTO.



Hukorpma PaHbIIE HE OBII0 CiIy4dad, YTOOHI TOJILKO YTO BbIJ'[yr[PIBI.HPIfICf[ Mepd)OJ'IK BBIIIJIBIII.

Ho, oueBUHO, OHU He IIyTHUIIH.

— Hamma onnomHocCTs... MEl HeMe[IeHHO TpoBefieM 00cliefoBaHNe, — OOUH U3 COTPYAHUKOB-
MepPQOIKOB cerka CKJIOHUTI TOJIOBY, XkeJlasi 3a0parth ellle He ITOTHOCThIO BHITYIIUBIIET0CS MaJslblina y
[Isns douyand.

[I5HB HO‘-IyaHB He CTall OTKA3BIBATLECA W BEJIMKOAOYIITHO II€ePpeall UM SIAIT0, HO 3aTeM CIIPOCHUII:

— Ha ckopnyne HeT MapKUPOBKHU. 1 X04y ero BOCIIUTHBATh. Kakue mpolenypsl AJIST 3TOT0 HYKHBI?

CoTpynHUK-MepP(OIK KUBHYI:

— B 0OBIYHBIX 00CTOSTEILCTBAX 9TO BO3MOXKHO, IIpomenypsl HEe CJIIMIIKOM CJIOZKHHEI. OpHako CHaydasna
HY2KHO IIPOBECTHU obcnemoBanue. Ecimu MambI CIMIIKOM c1a0... MBI HE CMOXKEM IepenaThb €ero BaM Ha
BOCIINTaHHUE.

BcrioMHUB MeNBKHYBIINM XBOCT U MaJIeHbKHME PY4YKU, Kpenko obxBaTusIue ero, [lIsup AouyaHb
CJIerKa HaKJIOHUII TOJIOBY:
— Xopotiio.

— [MTouemy elre He 0TOOPazKaeTCs BHIIOIHEHUE 3alaHus? — crpocu TaH JIu, exa B CKOpIyIle u
BpeMs OT BPEMEHHU JIETOHBKO ITIOCTYKMBasl XBOCTOM II0 CTEHKE, ITI0Ka ero HeC/IU B CMOTPOBYIO.

[omXHO OBITH, HY2KHO IOJ0XKOATh, ToKa [1[9Hb fouyaHb MOOMIUIIET HOroBOp 00 oleKe] — OoTBeTHIA
CucreMa.

Koneuno, TaH JIu 3Has, B YeM IPUYMHA, HO OH IPOCTO HEMHOTO OOSJICS.

— OHu Begb HUUEro He o0HapyXkaT?

Hanpumep, 4To OH Ha caMoM feJie He Mep(hOJIK, a Pycal...

[He obHapyxkaT! 9TO BCEro MUIh MEOUIIMHCKUN OCMOTpP. X0351H, Bbl COBEPIIEHHO 3[0POBHI, HE
BOJIHYUTECH. ]

[Pycanku BEIMepJIH B 3TOM MUPE OYEHb JaBHO, ¥ B MEIUIIMHE HET 3amucei 00 ux aHaToMuu. OHU
B0OO1IIe He CMOTYT 00 3TOM IIOAYMaTh. ]

[ 3TOT MUP OTIIMYAETCS OT BCEX BAIIMX IMPEOBIAYIINX MUPOB. MephonKu 3eCh 9BOJIOIMOHIPOBAIH
OT pycaJioK, PyCalkKu — UX IPEeOKH, a He MHUIIa. ]



He ycnena CucteMa 3aKOHUMTH, KaK TaH JIu BMecTe ¢ SHI[oM OB TOMEINEH B CKAHUPYIOIIHH
anmapaTt — abCoI0THO MPo3payHkbi Ky0. [I0ocTaTOYHO OBIIIO MTPOCTO MOJIOKUTE IeTEHKIIIa BHYTPD IS
CKaHMPOBAHMS, U HEBAXHO, 4TO TaH JIu ellle He MOTHOCTHIO BHUTYIIUIICS.

Yepes nonyaca COTPyOHUK-Mep(]OIK, HaXMypPUBIIKUCH, BEPHYJICA C oM Tan JIu:

— OTOT MaJbil — "HeJOHOCOK". ETo Teno He MOTHOCTHIO0 Pa3BUTO. XOTSA C PU3UYECKON TOYKU 3PEHUS
OH 37I0POB, OH... BO3MOXKHO, 6yeT Mep(OonIKOM C OTpaHNYEHHBIMUA BO3MOXKHOCTSIMH.

Bo Bpems pa3Butus B siille y MepdhOJIKOB CHavana GOpMUPYIOTCS I'0JI0BA, TEJI0 U PHIOUN XBOCT, B TO
BpeMsI Kak BHeIIHKe Ka0pkl, IIJTaBHUKY, XBOCTOBLIE IIUITHL ¥ APYToe "opyxkue", yHUKaIbHOE OIS
Mep(}OIKOB, pa3BUBAETCs MeNJIEHHee U CTaHOBUTCS OCTPBIM TOJIBKO IIOCIIE BBITYIJIEHUS. A y 3TOTO
MaJiblllla IOYTH He Pa3BUTO "opyxue". OH BeCch MATKUM, 0€3 Majelinel arpeCcCUBHOCTH.

Tan JIu, Mep¢ oK C OrpaHUYEeHHBIMU BO3MOXKHOCTSMH, KOTOPHIM BCIO [OPOTY HepBHUYAI: "..."

"TlycTh OymeT MHBAMMIHOCThL. ITO BCE PABHO JIy4YIlle, YeM ec/iu Okl OHM 00HAPYXKHUJIH, YTO S Ha CaMOM
nesne He MepdoNnK", — mogymar OH.

OH yCIIOKOUJICA.

— BHI... BCe ellle XOTHUTE €r0 BOCIUTHIBATLE? — CHOBA CIIPOCUJI COTPYIHUK-MEPGOIIK.

TonbpKo 4TO ycrokouBIeecs cepplle Tan JIu TyT ke cHOBa 3abuinock. Heyxemnu [llans AouyaHb
OTKaXkeTCs OT HEro, IIOTOMY YTO OH "Mep(OJK ¢ OTpaHUYEHHEIMHA BO3MOXKHOCTSAMU"?

[A... aTOTO HENb3s UCKII04YaTh. KaxkeTcst, MepdhosIKu 04eHb CTPEMSITCST K COBEPIIEHCTBY, 6yab TO
CHJIa WX BHEIIHOCTS. |

"Mepdonku, KOHEYHO, HUKYya He TogaTcs”, — nopyMan Tax JIu.

[Isup douyaHs:

— Jla, obopMIgiTe HOKYMEHTHI.

OH 3abupaeT cBou CjI0Ba 00paTHO.
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