CopsitaTbcs?

Bompoc 6b1T B TOM, T{Ie UM IPSATATHCS!

Mexny cBeToM u KamHeM JIu LlaHKaH BHe3amHO Opocuiach BIepen.

C 6onycoMm ckopoctu 300% Baii JIucuHb YBUOET TOJIBKO BCIILIIIKY CBETA IIepef rjla3aMu, a Bce
3aXKeHHBIe (paKesIbl BOKPYT HEro Imoraciu.

Ona He 3a0blTa TIIATETEHO 3aKPHITh OBEPE 3djid IIPEJKOB, d 3dTeM CXBAaTHUJId Bbai JIucuus 3a
3aIliaCThe, 6bICTpO TIIOTAHYB €r0 II0[ aJITapkb.

JIu IlaHKaH, HAKOHEL], ITOCMOTpesa Ha balt JIncuHsS KpacHBIMM Tjla3aMy U 3ayJia MOJCBEYHUK B
pyke.

C ogHO¥ CTOPOHEI, OHA IIJIaKasla; C APYTrod CTOPOHHI, ax! OTa MyapIias cecTpa Oblia HEMHOTO
KeCTOKOMH!

B tremHOoTe baui JIuCHHB B3TJISIHYJ Ha APOXKAIIYI0 OEeBYIIKY PSIOOM C HUM.

Pyka, cxxuMaBIIas ero 3ansicThbe, HeymepXKUMO Apoxarna. [[eByiika sSBHO Oblla HalyraHa [0 CMEPTH,
HO BCe Xe CTHCHyJa 3yOHl U He U3[ajla HU 3ByKa.

[ITaru cTaHOBUIKUCEH BCe OIUKe U OIuXKe.

Breszanno Jlu llankan noTpsicia 3amnsactee baii JINCHHS U HePBHO CKa3aia: «BpoH30BEIY 3aMOK!
BpoH30BEIY 3aMOK He 3aKpPHIT!»

Baii JIucrvHb BHe3allHO IOYYBCTBOBAJI OBUKEHNE CTPYH BOABL, 00epHYBILENUCS BOKPYT €ro APyTroro
3aMSCThSI.

9Ta Bofa pa3fenuia HeOOoIbIIyIo I0JI0CY BOMAL U [BazKObl yapuila BHYTPEHHIO YacTh 3alsCcThsd bal
JIncuns.

Ero 3amsicTbe HEMHOTO ITOKAILIBAIO, HO HE 00JIBHO.

3aTeM 9TOT HeOOJIbIIO0M TOTOK BOAK OECIIYMHO BBIIETEN HapyXKy, OCTOPOXKHO ITOOHSI OPOH30BRIM
3aMOK, BUCEBILINH Ha ABEPH, U MEJIEHHO 3aXJIOIHYJI €T0.

Cpoenas 310, CTPYA BOOEI BEPHYIIACH K 3aIlICThIO U CUJIEHO CZKaJlaCh, CIIOBHO 3adBJIAA O CBOeU
CYBEPEHHOCTHU MJIN BEIPpAaXKasAd CBOXU SMOIIUH.



B ero ymax pa3pmancs 6onee HU3KHMA, 4eM 00BIYHO, TOJI0C: «B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB, S TOT, KTO JOJIXKEH
y6paTth TBOM OeCropsimoK. ¢ Moje3HkIH, C KaKOW CTOPOHHI Ha 3TO HU IIOCMOTPH».

Bban JIucus: «...»

Kax 310 BOpyr *cBepHYIOCH?

*ICIIONIb3YETCS IJIS1 OIIMCaHMs Ype3MepPHOM KOHKYPEHIINY B ONIpefieIeHHbIX Bemax.*

Co cxBa4eHHBIMU 3amsCThs, bait JIMCHHD XKOas MO30HEr0 HpI/I6I:>ITI/I${ T'JIaBEI IEPEBHU.

IIBephb CO CKPUIIOM OTKPHIJIACh, ¥ OOUH 3a OPYTUM 3aXKTIIUCh (aKellbl Ha CTEHeE.

CBeT BepHYJICA B UX r1a3a, ¥ bait JINCUHB BHITJITHYJ CKBO3b LIEJh B ajliTape.

[Maru JEPEeBEHCKOI'0 CTaPOCTEL OBLITH TSIKENTBIMU, @ HOTH HAallOMUHAIK XKeCTKue GaMGYKOBbIe IIEeCTHI,
KOTOPEI€ HE MOTJIK COTHYTBCA. OH MOT TOJIBKO Me[JIeHHO [IBHUTaTh MU CHUJION CBOUX 6eu;ep CTPaHHBIM
1 UCKPHUBJIEHHBIM 06pa30M.

CrapocTa Hec IPO3payHbI MEIIOK C YUCTHIMU PpykTaMu. OH MeOJIeHHO IOJOIIEeN K CTOIY U
TIOJIOZKWJT Ha HETO CYMKY, IIpPeXae 4YeM IMOTHSATh KOXKAHBIU XJIBICT CO CTOJIA.

B cnepyrolee MrHOBEHME 3BYK XJIBICTA, TPU3EMIIUBILIETOCS Ha KAMEHb U TKaHb, Pa3HECCS 10 BCEMY
3aJ1y IIpeaKoB.

Teno JIu LlaHKaH SpOCTHO COOPOTHYJIOCE.

CrapocTa JepeBHH IIPOM0IXKaJl pyraThcs cede Mo HOC, KOrma HAaHOCUTT yaphl.

«41 3a0p10 TEOS 0O CMEePTH, TepPeBeHCKUM CTapoCTa, y KOTOPOro HeT riia3. baosp — xopoinaa geBodka,
¥ OHa HUKOMY He TIpMHAMAJIeXUT. Pamu mepeBHHU, 3a4eM ThI ITOCTIAN ee K 9Toi cobake? M THI Bce elre
IIPUHOCHUIL XKEePTBEL peKe BO UM npasegHocTtu! ba! CBomoub!»

— 41 3a6bi0 TeOST MO CMepPTH, KOBapHHIHA Toprosell! Tkl MyMaellb, YTO MOXKEIIb [eNlaTh BCE, UTO
XOUelllb, TOJIbKO IIOTOMY, YTO ¥ Te0sI eCTh HECKOJIBKO KPOX eHer ¥ HeCKOJIbKO MEIIKOB 3epHa? JTOo
BCe u3-3a Tebs. Bce u3-3a Te6s1. T 3aciyKuBaellb CMepPTH 60JIbIle Bcex!»

«41 3a6p10 TEOS IO CMEPTH, CTapyXa, OCIIEINIeHHas caroM*, ecii ObI TH He yroBopuia baoap, Kak Obl
OHa MOTJIa Tak mocaymHo yiTtu! OHa Moria c6exarn!»

*Kup ¢ KUBOTA CBUHBH.*



«f1 Bac Bcex moOnio! f 3a6bt0 Bac Bcex 10 cMepTu! BymbTe BH BCe MPOKIISTHI!»

B TecHOM u MpayHOM 3ajie IIPEOKOB 3XOM OTHaBajIiCh 3BYKU MPOKJISTUH U TIOPKH.

Hakoner JIepeBeHCKI/Ifl CTapOCTa yCTal U MeAJIEHHO ITOJIOZKHUII XJIBICT 06paTHO Ha CTOIJI.

«baosp». B KOMHaTe pa3marncs XPUILIbIM F0JI0C CTAPOCTHI.

Ilaxe 1ocJse CTOJIbKUX YAQPOB IIJIEThI0O U PYTI'aHU I'OJIOC T'JIaBHEL IE€PEBHU OCTABAJICAd TAKHUM XKe
CTa6I/IJ'H:>HbIM, KaK U IIpexnae. OH ObIN YCTOfI‘{I/IBbIM, C XapaKTepHOfI [JIsd HEeT o Mpa‘-IHOI;I XpPIl'[OTI.[OfI.

«41 mpumien, 4To6sl yBUOETh Tebs1. CMOTPH, 5 TpruHeC TeOe TBOU TI00KUMEbIE SOTOKU».

Kak TOmbKO MpayHBIY T'OJIOC 3aKOHYMJI TOBOPUTh, YTO-TO yIIaj0 Ha 3eMJII0 U IIOKATUI0Ch nepen JIu
LlamkaH.

910 OBLIO IOJIOKO.

Crapocra 3amep: «4 crap u 6ecrnosne3eH. 4 He MoTy gaxe gepzxkaTh 16710Ko0. ait MHe mouckath. Kyma
y1ao si6JI0K0?»

I'ma3a JIu [TaHkaH OBUIHM IIOJIHH y2Kaca, KOTOa OHAa CMOTpPesia CKBO3b IIejlb. Tei0 HaIpoTUB Hee
Me[IJIEeHHO HaKJIOHUJIOCh, Ka3a/I0Ch, ITHITAsICh HATHYThHCS, YTOOBI Tomo6paTh 16/10KO.

OHa 130 BCEX CUJI IIPUKPHITA POT, HE CMes B3IOXHYTh.

[Toka oHa cMOTpesia, KaK TeJIo MMOCTEeIeHHO CTubaeTCs, PSIOM C Hel BOPYT BHICKOYHMIIA HOTA U MSTKO
BEIOUIIAa 10710KO.

Z6710K0 OBAXKIEI IIPOKATHUJIOCH I10 3€MJI€ U OCTAHOBUJIOCE Y HOT' CTAPOCTHI.

JIn ITaHKaH: «...»

¢16710K0 BEIKATHIIOCH CaMO0? ITO OBIIO MPHEeMIEMO?

Bait JIucuHb MefiyieHHO yOpast HOTy ¥ Mojda yieiOHyscs JIu Llankan. He 6oiics; Mbl He cinabbl B 6010.

Jlu LlaHKaH He 3Hanma 0 60EBHEIX CTIOCOOHOCTSX Ball JIucuHs, u ee cepfle yxKe ObIIO B TOPIIE.



HepeBeHCKI/Iﬂ CTapOCTa B 3aMeIIaTeJIbCTBE IT0YeCaJll 3aThIJIOK U HAKJIOHHUJICA, YTOOHI HOJ106paTB
s10JI0KO, COBEPIIEHHO HE o6pa1.ua5{ BHUMAHUS, IIOYEMY sI0JIOKO CaMO BEIKATHJIOCH M3-IIOf aJITaps.

JIn ITaHKaH: «...»

9T0 OBIIO AEHUCTBUTENBHO TPHEMIIEMO!

Crapocra BhITED I0JI0KO U IIOJIOKHUII €T0 Ha alTapk.

3axer 01arOBOHUS U IIPEKJIOHUII KOJIEHH, YTOOBI TOKJIOHUTHCS.

XO0T$ ero ABUKEHUS OBLTH CKOBAHHBIMH, YCIIEX 3aBUCEJI OT €r0 MaCTepPCTBa.

CrapocTa gepeBHHU BCTaJl Ha KOJeHU nepeq antapeM: «baoap, 3aBTpa 30 €T co OHS TBOEU CMEPTH, a
THI 0 CHX TIOP HE MOKEIIh IIOIaBUTh CBOM THEB? ITO MOS BUHA. f He 3amuiian Te0s ¢ caMoro
Hadana. baosp, most baosp...»

l'onoc rnasel OEePEeBHU Ha4daJl JP0XKaTh, 1 JIu llankan BEITJISAHYJIA B IIEJIb, YTOOBI IIOCMOTPETE.

BrIno 1moxoxke, YTO OH XOTeJ IIJlakaTh, HO TOYEMY-TO He MOT IIJlakKaTh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH MCKa3uI
JIUII0, OTHENSIONIee 0T OT KOXKMY, U CHOeJIajl Y2KacHOe BHPaXKeHUe, U CYX0 3aBbIJT XPHUILIBIM TOJIOCOM.

Yepes moyaca CTapocTa mogo6pas 3aMeHeHHEIe (PPYKTH U BHITAIIUIT CBOE OJIePEeBEHEBIIee TeJ0 3a
[IBEPb.

IIBEPH CO CKPUIIOM 3aKPHLIACS.

OHa 3alleNIKHyJa ¥ CHOBa Oblsla 3amepTa.

TonpKo KOrpma 3BYK Imaros cTux, JIu llankaH B3goxHysa ¢ 06jieTueHreM, HO 3aTeEM ITOBEPHYJIa TOJIOBY
¥ B OTYasIHUU ITOCMOTpesia Ha bau Jlucuus: «UTto HaM genath? KaxkeTcs, cTapocTa 3amep ABEPH».

Kpyrom Obisia KpomelrHas ThMa, ¥ baii JIucuHb Beion3 B TeMHOTe. OH IOJOIIeNT K ABEPHU U JIETOHHKO
TOJIKHYJI ee, HO OBEPH ObIyIa TBEPHOM, KaK cKasa.

Emy B yxo ycmexnyncsa Ju L[3s: «Xe».

Baii JIncuHb IOHU3UII I'OJIOC M CKa3all KOMapHHBIM I'OJIOCOM, KOTOprfI MOTJIN YCJIBIIIAQTh TOJIEKO OBa
yenoBeka: «He YXMBIHHfICH, IIOTOPOITKCE U IIOMOTH>.



Ou 1351 OBLI oIIesioMIeH: «f MOTy Tebe MOMOYb, HO 3a4eM?»

Baiu JIucunb: «YX, IOTOMY 4YTO S TBOS caMasl LileHHas KOJUIEKUKA. ECIU TEl He BHIITYCTUIIL MEHS
CETONHS, 1 MOTY YMepeTh 3aBTpa. X0TeJsl Obl THI, YTOOH KOJIJIEKIMS, BEIXOASIIAS Pa3 B THICSAUY JIET,
Tak moru6sa? A He memnaio cebe ofgosxkeHue, s gefnaio Tebe ogomkeHre. OTKPHIB ABEPD, I MOTY VUTH,
a THI MOXKEIIh 3alIXIIaTh CBOIO KOJIJIEKINIO. ITO B3aUMHas BLITOa, KOTOpas yOMBaeT IBYX 3alleB
OJIHUM BLICTPEJIOM, BEPHO?»

Iu 1I3s xonebacs.

Bait Jlucuub He Toponuics. OH IOBEPHYJICS K aJiTapio U CTajl PHITHCS B TEMHOTE.

JIn IlankaH: «4YTO THI UIIEIIH?»

baiu JIucunb: «MBbI y&Ke 3[0€eCh, TaK YTO MOXKHO B35ITh CYBEHUDEI».

Yepes HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[I B €T0 yXe pa3pascs rouoc Ju L34.

— Tl IpaB, HO TBOSI KOHEYHA 11eIb — BRIOpPaAThCS. 4 mo-mpexHeMy Oymy momorath Tebe, HO g 6ymy
coOupaTh MPOLEHTHI.

He6ompias cTpyiika BOOBl CTEKIIA C €0 3alsICThs, a U3-3a JBEPHU NOHECS eBa YIOBUMBIHM 3BYK
II0BOPAYUBAIOIIET0CS 3aMKa.

JIu llaHKaH HaKOHeI IIOAOIIIa K OBEPH, MIOMIaPUB B TEMHOTE.

«Yto HaM menaTh? JOMXKHEL T MBI OTIIPABUTH TMYHOE coobuieHue JIssH CH ¥ OCTaIbHBIM, YTOOBI OHH
IIPUIIUIA U criaciay Hac?» OHa ynepsach pyKaMu B ABePh, TOJIKas €€, U C TPeBOrou cka3asa: «Mbl He
MOXKEM IIPOCTO YMepeTh 3EeCh C T'OJIOAy...»

Co CKPHIIOM OBEPL OTKPHIIACH.

JIn LlaHKaH BHIT/ISIAENa COUTOM € TONKY: «ITO... ba JIuCHHDb, OBEPb OTKPHITa».

Baii JTucuHb y2Ke MOJOIIEN ¢ 4eM-To u3 anrtaps: «O, Tebe Tak moBe3no. braromaps Te6e ceromHs s
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI BKYC TBOEH yauu».

Jlu IlaHKaH noKpacHena oT cMyuieHus: «Ax! 910 Tak? Crnacubo... cnacubo 3a KOMIUIUMEHT».

IOu [1351: «Xmp!»



Bait JIucuus, «...»

Oun YZKe IOTYUIUJIN CBEYH, YTOOBI CIIPATAThCA. Tak 4910 TeIllepPb OHU MOTJIX XOOUTH II0 KaMeHHOH
JOPO2KKE TOJIBKO B TEMHOTE.

BOprT HUX ObITa KPOMEIIHad TbMa, U 11O UX HOTaMH OBILIO HEePOBHO.

[Tockoneky JIu IlankaH 60s1ach KOMHATH 1103aAX HUX, bait JIMCUHB IT03BONIU ei UATYU BIlepenu
ce0sl.

JIu llanKaH Me[JIeHHO ABUHYJIaCh BIlepe[, Aepxkachk 3a cTeHy. OHa MOrJjia CJIbIIIaTh CIIOKOMHOE
ObIXxaHue ¥ maru bay JIncuHsg Hefgaaeko oT celd.

HpI/IMepHO 4yepe3 TPpU-4eThIpe MUHYTEI XO)IB6BI OHH OOCTHUTIJIX PA3BUJIKKA JOPOT.

Emle yepe3 nBe MUHYTE X0Ab0b! JIu [JaHKaH CIIOTKHYIACh.

Kakas-To cuia cxBaTHIa €€ 3a BOPOTHHUK U IIOTAHYJIa BBEPX.

JIn llaHKaH fepXkasach 3a CTeHY, YTOOL OTABIIIATLCS, ¥ ITo0Iarogapusia 3a cnuHou: «Crnacubo, bai
JINCHUHDB».

Cumna He BCYe371a, a BMECTO 9TOT0 IIePeMeCTHIIach Ha 1yedo JIu [laHKaH.

CkBo3b ofiexny JIu LlaHKaH OYyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO IIpeAMeT ObLJI TBEPALIM M OCTPHIM, KaK ITO[CBEUHUK.

JIn llaHKaH OblyTa HEMHOTO cMYyIeHa: «Cracubo, 4To moaaepkan MeHs. 1 cuepxkuBaia Bac, pebsra, C
TEeX TI0P, KaK MPOCHYIach. MHe XKalb».

B TeMHOTE CIIBIIANOCE TOJIBKO IIPEPLEIBUCTOE ObIXaHUE.

JIu llaHKaH chesaa elre [Ba mara, a bai JIucuHb Bce ele He cOOMpPaICs CHUMATh ITOACBEYHMUK.

JIu LlaukaHn: «Bait JIucunb, Tebe meiCTBUTEIbHO He HYKHO TaK CHJIBHO 000 MHE 3a00TUThCS.
MOTY...»

— Jlu llankaH, He o0opauyuBamcs!

Heckonbko xomomHbIH rooc ba JIucuHs moHeccs ¢ HeGOoIbIIOT0 PaCCTOSHUS 10331 Hee.



9T0 OBIII0O HEMHOT'0 fIajIeK0, HO HE TaK [ajekKo.

Teno JIu LlaHKaH BOPYT HAIPSTIIOCh, HO OHA ITOCIYIITHO He TIOBEPHYJIACh Ha3ajl ¥ YOIIOPHO [ABUHYJIAChH
BIIEPE.

Ecnu 310 On11 rosioc Ba#t JIucuus, TO 4TO XKe OBLIO 3a... Hei?

3BYK [IbIXaHHUS IT03adu Hee cTal elle Tsaxenee. OH ObUT Tak 6JIM3K0, YTO, Ka3aJl0oCh, HAXOAUIICS PSIAOM
C ee yIIaMHu.

[laBreHMe Ha ee IIJIeY0 TaKXKe IOCTEeIleHHO yCUIuiIock, 1 JIu llankaH Hanpsarnace. OHa IOHSTIa, YTO
3TO HEYTO IOX0XKee Ha KOTOTh.

CHoBa pa3pgaincs ronoc bau Jlucuns: «Korga g gocuuTao A0 TpeX, Thl HeMeaJIeHHO Ipucsaaenb! Tol
MEHSI CIIBIIINIIE?»

Tl'onoc Jlu LlankaH apoxarn: «X0poIo».

Baiut JIucuus, «1,2,3!»

B ToT MOMEHT, KOTla OH mocuuTan [0 Tpex, JIu [lankaH OLICTPO MPUCEN Ha KOPTOUKM 6e3 KaKux-nmubo
Kojie0aHu.

OHa ycrbllana TPOMKHUH XJIOMOK 103aau ce0st ¥ cropOuinack, 4ToOH OrIsiHyThCS. Ee rima3a
TIOCTETIEHHO alalITUPOBAJIUCh K TEMHOTE, a CepAlle UyTh HE BRIIPHITHYJIO U3 TOPJa, KOTOa OHA
yBUfETIA TO, YTO OBITIO ITepe[ Hew.

quHpe aJIBIX T'JIa3a yCTPalllalole CBETUIINCE B TEMHOTE.
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