II2K0 He CBOOHUII I'7la3 CO CIIMHEI Mejuy, II0Ka Ta He CKPEIJIaCh B KOMHATE.

OH BHILIEN HAPYXKY.

CTapuK OKJIUKHYII €ro:

— Crotit! Kynma aTo sl coOparncs?

— IIpoBa pyOuTh.

Crapuk moryapuin 6opopny:

— Kakwue emeé gpoa? Cxonu, IOCTaBb COCHOBEIE CBEYU B BAHHYIO U 3aKT'U UX.
II>x0 HegoymeBa:

— 3aueM?

CTapuK BCITBLIUI:

— CKkazaHO — cpenai, He paccyxpaau!

OH nomnpaBui OfeXay U IOJHSAJICS.

— 4 x crapocre. [Toka He BepHYCh, IPUBENU BCE B MOPSNOK, IIOHSI?

— Ia, ma, ma, — O6ypkHYyN [I3K0, pa3apakEHHO KUBas.

— IMopy4eHue BBHITOIHU 0053aTENIbHO!

— 3Hamw yxe!

[Tepen yxogoM CTapHK IIHYJI €TO.

— Oit! Trl yero? — BCKPUKHYI [I7K0, yBOPAYUBAsCh.

CTapuK C HEIPUBLIYHON HEXKHOCTBIO IPOU3HEC:

— XOpouuy Majib4yuK.

[2KO ¢ CuJIoM 3aXJIOMHYII ABEPb.

— CocHoBEIE CBeYH, — OOPMOTAJ OH, HAIPaBJIAsACh K mKady. — [ToueMy UMEHHO COCHOBBIE?

— XO0Ts1, — BCIIOMHHUJI OH JIUII0 Menuu, mpekpacHoe, KaK TOJIbKO YTO PACIyCTHUBILIASICS pPO3a, —
KpacHEBIe PO3bl ObLIM OBl YMECTHEE.

)%k

B BaHHOM KJTyOHJICS MTap, BOfa B ropsiueM HCTOUHKMKE Obllla KPUCTAIbHO YKUCTa, W, KaK ¥ TOBOPHII
X0, HUKOTO He OBLJIO.



Menus IIOrpy3uiiaCh B BOOY, HACIaXKOasaCh, U 3aKPhIJIA I'JIa3d.

B nmomMemieHuy OBIIO TETINIO ¥ TIAXJI0 — apoMarT CJIafIkOBaThIM, HO I'YCTOM, HaBSI3UUBHIM.

Takas aTMoccbepa HaBéBaJla COHJIIUBOCTh.

[TouTu 3acHYB, Menus BOPYT YCJIbINIAA IIIyM BHU3Y.
— I'me ona?

— HaBerY. Ona IIpoCTO OOBIYHAS MMyTeIIEeCTBEHHUIld, HUYEero IOJO3PUTEJIbHOTI'O.

Menus BcTana u3 Boasl. CTUXHS BOJLI COCKOJIb3HYJIa C €€ TeJla, U OHa OBICTPO Hajesla Ofmexkmy.

— YepT BO3bMH, — MIPOIIIeNTana OHa.

B TOT Ke MUT OBeph pacnaxHylack. Meuu B pyKax MyK4YUH He YCIIeJIU B3AMETHYTHCS, KaK UX HaKphIIa
BOJIHA 00GKUTAOIIEN BOIHL.

KopoTkue Bonockl Menuu pa3BeBallCh, OHa CTOSIa, TOK00HO O0TMHE BOMHBI, TOPKECTBYSI.

3a BOJgHOM 3aBeCO OHa OCTajlach CyxoH, 6e3 equHOM Kalllu.

— Brnarogapio 3a rocTenpuuMCTBO, — YIBIOHYIach Memnus.

Bomsntblie CTPYyH, TIOBUHYACH IBU2KEHUIO eé IMaJIbll€B, PBAHYJIX B TOJIIIY.

— A 3T0 — MO¥ OTBETHHIM IoflapoK. He 3a0ygeTe ero HUKOra.

BopnsiHo¥ IIKBaj 0OPYIIHIICS Ha JII0fiel ¢ HEBEPOSITHOM CuyIoi. BOOpyKEHHBIE My KYHUHBI OBIITH
CMeTeHH, a Menus faxe He MMPOMOKJIA.

— Cmacu60 3a Balll ICTOYHWK, — CKa3ajia OHA, II0CJIaB MM BO3MYIIHbIN MOLEJIyH, CXBAaTH/IA YEMOTAH U
IIPHITHYJIA CO BTOPOTO 3Taxa.

HOHYTHBIfI BeTep CMATYHUI IIaieHe, 1 OHA IIPU3EMIIAJIaCh MATKO.

HonvHa [IpakoHOB Oblna yxKe Hemaneko. B aToT Mur He60 1 3eMJIsl TOTPY3UIIUCh BO ThMY, & IPOCBETEHL
MeX[y TOPHBIMY [THKaMU CBETUJIUCE.

Menus ¢ NU3YMJIEHHUEM Habiomana 3a 9TUM. Bcé Ka3anock CHOM, ¥ OHa IMOYYyBCTBOBaAJIa, KaK TEJIO
HaJIMBA€TCS CBUHIIOBOU YCTaJIOCTEIO.

B rnasax moTeMHesio, U CO3HaHUEe OTCTYIIXJIO.



Crapuk HaHEC KUTOBHIM XUD Ha €€ J100.

— CMmoTpu, — 6opMoTas oH B 6071e3HEHHOM UCCTYIIJIEeHNH, — Kak noxoxa! OHa — BBITUTAs
QantuHcHa! [IpuHeceém eé B xKepTBy bory [IpakoHOB — U IPOKJIATHE afeT! Ml BHOBb 00PETEM €T0
MUJIOCTB!

CrapocTa COrHyN pyKy Menuu Ha TPyOY U BO3JIOXKUII €l B YK OXalKy KPaCHHIX PO3.

— Benukomnenna. bor [IpakOHOB HETIPEMEHHO BO3IIOOUT €€, — 01aroroBerHO MIPOU3HEC CTAPOCTa.

XKuTenu mepeBHHU, CTOJIIUBINKMECS Ha KOJIEHSIX BOKPYT ajTaps, JIMKOBAJIM, CJIOBHO Y3PeJH SIBJIeHKE
0ozxKecTBa.

B cBete Q)aKeHOB OTKPEIBAJIAaCh KYTKas KaPTHHA: CPEeOXu HUX OBLITY JTUIIEL IOHOIIH U OEBYIIIKH, HE
OOCTUTIUINE OBAOLATH JIET, Id OPAXJIbIE CTAPUKH, GYJITO BOT-BOT PACCHIIIATCA B IIPaxX.

Kaxnpili, mepemarayBIIni ABafllaTUIETHUN pyOek, HaunHall CTPEeMUTEIbHO cTapeTh. Ho yxkac Obin
B TOM, YTO CMEDPTH He IIPUXOaua.

TakoBO OBITIO IIPOKIIATHE bora HpaKOHOB — BeYHas XXU3Hb U MUMOJIETHAS MOJIOOOCTE.

— Bor [IpakoHoB! — CTapuK Ian HUII, BO3EB I'0JIOC B UCCTYIIEHHOU MOoNb0Oe. — Cenenue Cet
npuHOCUT Tebe 3Ty XKepTBy! OHa — TOYb-B-TOYb KaK Ta XKEHIIKHA, YTO TPHUCTA JIeT Ha3ald PaHUIIa
TBOUX HeTei! Bo3M0XKHO, B €€ XKHUJlaX TEYET Ta XKe KPOBb!

— Bespecymuit bor [IpakoHoB! Y3pu ke eé€!

Betep Kpemyant.

Anrtaps non Menued 3aCTPYUIICS JIAJIOBBIM CUSTHUEM.

Bce 3amepnu B 0KMaHUU ABIIEHUS boxXecTsa.

W3 Jonuue! [IpakOHOB TOHECCS MPOTAKHEIN, TAXKEIBIA PEB.

CBeT y BX0[ia B IOJIMHY CTAHOBUJICS BCE IpYe, OCIIENUTEIbHEN.

Teneps Bce pasryisggenu: 3To OBUI0 IIaMs.

B clenymoiiee MTHOBEHUE UX JIUIA OITAJIUIIO 2KapPOM.

TéMHO-6arpoBLIY OTOHBb BHIPBAJICS M3 VIIEbs, 3aUB He0O.



Hap mepeBHei# CeT cTajo CBETIIO, KAK MHEM.

CusHue anTaps, o0peTs mouTu PU3NYECKyI0 IJIOTHOCTh, OKyTano Menwuio.

W3 Hero BEITOPXHYJI YTOJIbHO-YEPHBIN IPAKOH.

Kurenu JE€PEeBHU CKJIOHHUJIN I'OJIOBEI, I'Jla3d WX HAIIOJIHUIINCH CJI€3aMU.

3aTeM MOSIBUJICS BTOPOM YEPHBIM IPaKOH.

Bcero BrIIETEI0 OMUHHAMIATD.

U torma pa3gaicsa YHMCTHIM, BBICOKUH, HpOTH}KHBII;I 30B.

HicTUHHBIM BTaCTEJIMH HaKOHEI] IT0Ka3aliCcs 13-3a Trop.

JIyHHEIN CBET CTPYHUIICS II0 €T0 CepebpucToi Jelrye, CIEms riasa.

Crapuk CMOTpEJI, He Bepsi, pOT ero 6€33BYyYHO OTKPHIICS.

— Her... HeT! 9TOr0 He MOXKEeT OBITH! — BEIPBAJICS Y HET'O BOILJIb.

— Yto ¢ Bamu?!

— Hert! 4 Bupen Bora [IpakoHoB! A Bupen ero! bor [IpakoHOB — KpacHBIN ApakoH! KpacHsiii!
Crapocra, 61eqHBEIY OT THEBA U yKaca, MPOIIUIIEN:

— Torpga KTo xke 9107!

Crapuk 3aKpuyan:

— Ocranosute ero! 3Tto xkeptBa ai1g bora [IpakoHOB!

HeckonbKo 10HOIEN, CTOSBIINX OnuxKe BceX K adJITapio, B IIaHUKE 6pOCI/IJ'II/ICB CTHDPATh C HETO
PUTYyaAJIbHBIE 3HAKHU.

XOJIOMHBIN CBET BCIBIXHYI B TJla3ax cepe0dpUCTOro ApakoHa.

OH He IOIIEeBENINICS, HO OOUH U3 t-IépHI:IX AOPAaKOHOB PAOOM C HUM BBEIOOXHYII ITJIaM.

Tpoe He ycnenyd BCKPUKHYTh, 00paTUBIINCEH B TOPCTKY IIeTla.



Curna 6blJ1Ta CMEPTOHOCHOM 1 6€33KaloCTHOM, HO ITPU 3TOM — XUPYPrU4YecKu ToyHou. HUKTO, Kpome
9THUX TPOUX, He IOCTpafall.

B BO3myxe momiblI 3amax ropeioro Msca, mekKoda HO3APH.

TakoBa Obiy1a aOCOTIOTHAS, TOMABISIONIAS MOIIIb.

Menus nexarsa B TUJIOBOM CUSHUU. TEMHBIN, 37I0BEINii CBET ITafiajl Ha €€ cierka OemHoe JIUIIO,
memnast ero MpeKpacHbIM.

— OTa IpUHAJIEKUT MHE, — pa3fajCs XOJIOOHBIM, BeTMYaBhblil JKEHCKHUM TOJI0C, UCXOOUBIIUN OT
cepeOpPHUCTOro JIpaKoHa.

970 ObI/IA... KOPOJIEeBa JPAKOHOB!

— Bame BenuuectBo! — CTapuk 003 K OPaKOHY, ['OJIOC €ro copBajcs Ha xpull. — OHa — XepTBa
Bbora [Ipakonos! Ymonsio, pagu camoro bora [IpakoHOB, He TporauTe ee!

KoporneBa Tuxo paccMmesiyiach:

— A Kakoe MHe [0 Hero faeo?

E€ ocaHKa u B3TrJIg[ usny4anu 6e3pasfesibHOe ITpe3peHue.

Crapuk ocTon0eHesl: OH He 0XKM[aJl, YTO OHA CTOJIb MpeHeOPeKUTEIbHO OTHECETCS Haxke K bory
IIpaKoHOB.

— Bame BenruecTBo, — cTapocTa 3aluics Cclie3aMU, — Pajiyd COTEH XKu3Hel B nepeBHe CeT,
nomanure ee!

KoponeBa paccMednacCsk rpoMye.

CMmex ocTaBasicsl 2KeHCKUM, HO OPAKOHUU PEB OTIyIIall.
— OHa Befb He 110 CBOEU BOJie 3[eCh, BEPHO?
CrapocTa 3aMsCs:

— IlpunecTu ce6s B xKepTBy bory [IpakOHOB — BBICIIIAS YE€CTh IS XKEHIIUHEL.

Tuxuit, cnabuiii rojjoc Menuu paspgancs y Hero 3a CIIUHOMN:

— Ho BB HU pa3dy He CIPOCUIH, XKaXay JIX 5 9TOU YEeCTH.

Ecnu oHa He ommbanachk, BCE feno OBIJIO B TOM apoMaTe — OH BBepraj B 6eCraMsTCTBO.



OHa monsITanach BCTaTh, HO Marn4eckuit 6aphep Iperpagus myTh.

YcnrimaB e€ CclioBa, KOpoaeBa pacCMesiyach eIre Becesee.

— Bupute? BoT oHa — 4enoBedecKasi MUIOCTh. 2KM3HU COTEH B JePEBHE — 3TO XKU3HU. A XKU3Hb
9TOU I€BOYKU — yKe HeT.

— Bcé paBHO 0OHa Halla KepTBa! — B3BHUI CTapHK.

— HeyBaxeHue K MOHapXy Moero pofa? 2Kaxpgelb CMepTU? — JIeASHbBIM TOHOM OCBEIOMUJICS TOT
CaMblil YEPHBIN OPAKOH, YTO HCIIEINEeIU TPOUX.

CTapI/IK YCTaBHUIICA Ha HETO C HEHABUCTHIO, IBET €TI0 I'lla3 CTall 6HeKHYTb, BBIIIBETATH.

B cilenymrIinee MTrHOBEHHUE €Tr0 IIOTJIOTUIIO IIJTaMs.

YEpHBINA OPaKOH IIPEe3PUTENIBHO QRIPKHYII:

— KouTpoms co3nanus. Heyxkenu oH BCeph€e3 IoJiara, YTO 3TOT JKalIKUil TPIOK MOJIeHCTBYET Ha
OPakKoHOB?

Menus nogaBuia BOJIHY U3YMJIEHUI.

Ecnu KOHTPOINIh CO3HAHMS Ha IPAKOHOB He NeUCTBYET... KakKoBHI OBIIK OBl €€ IIAHCHL B CXBATKE C
OOHUM U3 HUX?

OTBeT OBLI OYEBUMIEH: HYJIEBLIE.

Iaxe Oymyur MacTepPOM OBYX CTUXUU — BOMHI M BETPA, EAMHCTBEHHBEIM 3a IOCJIeIHEee CTOJIETHE, KOTO
CTaBUJIX B OOUH psif ¢ PaHTHHCHOM, — OHA HE CMOTrjIa ObI MOOEIUTh.

Y6uts ogHoro gpakoHa? BoamoxHo. [IByx? ExnBa nu. Ho BeipBaThCs OTCIoga? HeBO3MOXKHO.

OpuHHAAUATH YEPHBIX IPAKOHOB, KaXKOBIM U3 KOTOPHIX He YCTYIal ei, ¥ KOPOJeBa, Ybsl MOIIb Obla
HEIOCTUKHUMA.

Jlume cefiyac Menusi B IIOJIHOM Mepe 0CO3Hasa, 4ero cTousio ®aHTUHCHE YOUTH KOPOJIS APAaKOHOB B
camoii [losiuHe, OTPyOUTEL MY POT U YUTU HEBPEOUMOM.

Ha ¢osne sTOro neresgapHoro nogBura paspylleHre JyX0BHOU OCHOBEI Ka3aJI0Ch CyIlled MeIoubio.
— [IIa, oHa Ballla JKepPTBa, — HECIIEeIIHO IIPoKU3Hecsa KoponeBa. — Ho Bb He CITPOCHUIIM €€ COTIacus.

— 91 mpepnmnaraio Tebe YeCTHHIN BHIOOD.
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