I'maBa 21. MackupoBKa, claciias XK1U3Hb

— Krto st mopu? Takue gep3kue? [IpocTo B34IU U BheXalu B TOPOT, — B HEJOYMEHUU CIIPOCHUJII KTO-
TO B OYEPe[H.

— 9%, TH Cpa3y BUOHO — HpI/IGS}KI/Ifl, pa3 He 3Haellb. MHi, XKUByLIxE 110Ojie CTOJIUIEI, ITPEKPACHO UX
3HaeM. ITO HMIIEPAaTOPCKUE POOCTBEHHUKH. Y HUX BHICOYANIITNN CTaTycC. WM HUKOTOA HE HY2KHO
CTOSATH B 049epenu, YTOOBI BOUTH B Topom Ik IMMOKUHYTE €T0. MEHI K 9TOMY OAaBHO ITPHUBBIKIINA.

— Ho mouemy ux BOPYT Tak MHOT0? Heyxenu Bce pOOCTBEHHUKYN UMIIEPATOpPa Pa30M KUHYIIHUCH B
ropon?

— Jla HeT XKe. { chibllllan, YTO B 9TOM TOAY 3allBEJI0 TPEXCOTIETHEE OCMaHTyCOBOE IEPEBO B XpaMe
Csnro. HacTosTenb CeromHst yCTPOUII TPa3IHUK TI000BAHUS IIBETAMHM, BOT BCSI 3HAQTh M BLICHIIIAJIA 3@
TOPOI HACITaguThCS KPacOTOM.

— BoT oHO uTO.

[Tomo6GHbIe PA3rOBOPEL TO U [IeJI0 BCIILIXMBAIKM CPEeOU Jitofei B ouepenu, u Y Bail ¢ ocTalbHEIMY,
€CTEeCTBEHHO, BCE 3TO CIIbIIany. Ho OHM He MPpUHUMANHU 3TO 6IM3K0 K CEPAIY, Belb Ilepel HUMHI
HAKOHEII-TO OCTAJICS BCET'0 OIUH PSI TIOOEH.

M Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOT{]a OHM YK€ UCIIOIHUIIUCh PAfOCTH, IyMasi, YTO BOT-BOT BOUMOYT B
ropof...

CTpaXXHUKH, OXpaHSBILINE BOPOTa, BHE3AITHO OCTAHOBUIM IIOTOK ¥ I'Py00 OTTECHUIIN UX U BCEX
CTOSILIIUX PSIOM B CTOPOHY. Kak TOJBbKO OGUIIMaNbHBIM TPAaKT ¥ BOPOT OB paCuullleH, U3 ropofa
OJVH 3a IPYTUM BUXPEM BhHIIETENTA BCAIHUKHU.

Y Baio noka3anoch, UTO Cpedu 3TO¥ Ipynnsl MenbKHYN Csio LI36IMO, HO CKOPOCTh BCAfIHUKOB Oblsla
CJIMILIKOM BeJIMKa, ¥ OH He yCIesl pa3risafgeTs nuio. OH JaXke 3aCOMHEBAJICS — He IIJIOA JIU 3TO ero
BOoOOpakeHus?

B KoHIle KOHIIOB CTPaXKHUKHU O0BSBUIM, YTO CETOOHS BXO[ B TOPOJ 3aKPHIT, U BOUTU MOKHO OyHeT
TOJBKO 3aBTpa.

Y Baii u ocTanbHble 6€CTIOMOIITHO B3OOXHYIN. UM IIPUIIIOCH MCKATh MECTO Y BOOHL 3@ TOPOLACKUMU
CTeHaMH, YTOOHI TepeXaaTh HOUb ¥ BOWTU B CTOJIUIYY C OTKPHITEEM BOPOT.

Ho 3T0i HOYBIO UM He CyXkKIeHO ObIIIO OTHOXHYTh. Maso Toro 4To He OBIIO TIOCTENeH, Tak elle u
0eCKOHEYHBIN TOIOT KOIIBIT Y BOPOT IMOCPEIX HOYHM He JaBaj COMKHYTH I'la3. I'sigs Ha 9Ty CyMaToxy,
JIIOMY TIOHWMAJIU: YTO-TO CITy4mIoCch. Ho 4TO MMEeHHO — HMKTO He 3HaJl. BrmpoueM, ux He 3a00Tunu
yyxKue fena, TUIb Obl 3aBTPa MYCTUIH B TOPOL.

K cuacThio, uX ormaceHus: He onpaBmanuchk. Ha cremymoomui 0eHb UX BIYCTUIIH, XOTS JOCMOTD CTall
ropaspno ctpoxe. Jliofel ¢ opyxkueM He ITyCKaIu BOBCE, UX HeMEJIEHHO 3afepKUBaJIK U MOfIBEepPraau
TIATENIbHOMY JOTIPOCY.

Y Llaubanb Bes1 ¢ co00# TPOUX repoB: OOUH OBIN IBHO OepeMeHeH, Ipyroi — 6oneH. OHU He
BBITJISIIENH YIPOXKAIOIIE, II03TOMY II0CTIE TPOCTOTO OCMOTPA UX MPOITYCTHUIIH.

OxkazaBimck BHYTpH, Y LlaHbanb Obl1 oTpsiceH. [1o cpaBHEeHUIO ¢ pedeKTypoii, rae oH ObIBa
paHbllle, CTONMIA Ka3anach He6oM, a TOT ropon — 3emiieii. CTomuila Obljia B pa3kl IPOLIBETAIOIIEE,



mionu — Goraue. Kpyrom mrenka, atiac, HepUTOBEIE IIOOBECKK U PACIIMTHIE KOUIETLKY Ha MOsScax —
CIIJIOIIHAS POCKOIIE.

OmnpaBUBIIKCE OT 1I0KA, OHU HAIIIJIKA ITOCTOSITIBIA BOP B TUXOM paiioHe. Y [laHbaHb OBT YYEHBEIM U
Ipuexasn Ha 9K3aMeHH, I03TOMY IIyMHast 00CcTaHOBKa eMy Ol moMelrtana. OHY CHSIIA OTHEIbHBIN
HeOOJIbIIIOM JBOPUK B IITyOMHE TEPPUTOPUH, TTOAAIbIIe OT CyeThl. TaM OblI0 BCE HEOOXOAMMOe, ¥ OHU
OCTaJIUCh MOBOJILHEL

YV llanbaHb IepeHec paHeHOTo B KOMHATY, CMEHUJI eMy Ma3H, a 3aTeM IoIIe/l pa30upaTh BEIIy.
Teneps, Korma ouu ObiiK B 6e30macHoCTH, Y Bato BEIOeNUIu OTHeNbHYI0 KOMHATY, a ¥ LlaHbaHb €O
CBOUM CYIIPYT'OM 3aHSJIU APYTYIO.

3Has, 4TO B CTOJIMIE HECIIOKOMHO, OHY PEIININ INIIHUY pa3 He BHIXOOUTE. [Jaxe MPOAYKTH OHU
3aKa3bIBaJIA Yepe3 CIIYTY MOCTOSJIOTO ABOPA, AOIIaYiBast eMy HEMHOTO JIEHET.

CrnaceHHBI UMU 4eJIOBEK IIPUILIeN B ce0s CIIyCTs HECKOIbKO AHel. EfBa OTKPHIB I'la3a, OH TYT XKe
IPUHST 000POHUTENBHYIO 03y .

— KT0 BHI Takue? — pe3Ko CIIPOCHUII OH.
— Mmi? Te, k1o cac Te0s. A BOT ThI KTO TaKOHW? — B OTBET cupocun Y Bai.

YcipIimaB 3T0, MyK4KMHA [TePBEIM IeJI0M OITyCTHU TOJI0BY, YTOOE OCMOTPETh PaHbl, HO KOT'MIa YBUET
Ha cebe «TrepCKyI0» Oflexkny, TUI0 ero OyKBaJIbHO epekocuno. CIycTss MTHOBEHUE OH BHIIABUIIL:

— {1 — MyXkuuHa.

Bups ero notpsicerue, Y ball u ocTanbHbBIe TAKTUYHO ITPOMOJTHATIN O KPACHOM OTMETHHE MEXMY ero
Oposeii. FiMm OBITO XKajlb TOBOPUTDL OeMHSTE, UYTO Ha HEM He TOJIbKO UykKas Ofiexkaa, HO ¥ YyKOU IPUM.

— IIa, MBI 3HAEeM, YTO TH MyK4uHA. [IpoCcTO OPyro# mogxomsinel ogexasl He HallIock. Tebe Bcé
PABHO HeJNb3ST BHIXOOUTD C TAKUMM PaHAMM, TaK YTO HUKTO Te0s B 9TOM BUfe He BUOEJ, — O0BbSICHUI
Y Baiu.

Uxkao YsHHAHD: «...» *HuUKTO He BuOesn? A BB TOTOa KTO — He JIIoou ?*

— KcraTn, TH Tak ¥ He Ha3Baj CBoe UMs ¥ agpec. Ham Hy>KHO mpoBoouTh Te0s TOMOIM? — CHOBa
capocun Y bau.

Yxao YsHHAHD OTJISIOEIICS U, TIOHSB, YTO OH B 0€30IaCHOCTH, CIIPOCHIT:
— I'me MBI?
— OTO cToUIa. Mbl B OTAEIBHOM OBOPUKE IIPU ITOCTOSJIOM [ABOPE.

— Ctonuma! Mou paHBl He CKPHITh, HaBEPHSIKA Celyac BO BCeX TOCTUHUIIAX UAYT MpoBepkKu. Kak Bam
yIanoch MeHs CIpsiTaTh? — youBuiacs Yxkao YsHHAHE.

— IIpoBepku? HeT, Hac He ponpammuBanu. KctaTy, Tel Tak 4 He CKa3all, KTO Thl U 0 KaKKX AOMpocax
peub? — crnpocun Y llaHbaHb.

— Iloromwu, s 3Hal0, YTO B CTOJIMIE YTO-TO IIPOU30III0, — Y Bail MprucTasbHO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha
He3HAKOMIla. — B [IeHb, KOTIa MBI BXOIOHUIM, U3 TOPOOA BEIJIETEJI0 MHOTO BCAJHUKOB. DTO KAK-TO
CBsI3aHO C TOOOM?



Yxao YsHHAHD ITOMOIYAJ, a 3aTeM KUBHYII. ITocye yero mobaBut:

— XOoTh 5 ¥ He 3Hal0, KaK BBl BBE3JIM MEHs B TOPOI, I OYeHb BaM OjarogapeH. Ho 9To meno CIuIkoM
OTlaCHOe, s He X04Y Bac BIYTHIBATh. ECu KTO-TO OyIeT pacclpaiiuBaTh 0600 MHE — BBl HUYETO He
3Haerte. f1 OTIIavy BaM, KOT{a MpefcTaBUTCs cirydaid. Crracubo 3a CllaceHHe.

C 3THMU CJTOBAMHM OH ITOMBITAJICS BCTATh, YTOOH YiTH. BTOpOMU 351Th 1 Y L]aHbaHb IEPETIISHYIUCE C Y

Baem. Bups, 4To 06bIYHO peuIuTeNnbHbIN Y Bait He 0CTaHaBIMBAET T'OCTSI, OHM TOXKE He CTaJId MEeIIaTh.
B KoHIle KOHIIOB, OHM CIIacaji¥ ero He Pafy Harpajbl, ¥ €C/IM OH X04eT YUTU — IYCTh UeT, HHaye OH

elle 3arnogo3pUT UX B IyPHBIX HAMEPEHUSX.

Y BoT Ykao YsHHAHL B «T€PCKOM» IIJIaThe IIEeJI IO YIUIaM CTOIUIIEL. BUis maTpynau cTpaXku, OH OB
B LIIOKE: HEeYyXKeJIlM OHU ero He y3HatoT? Bce 3Hanu, yto YkKao YsHHaHb — «KOPOJIb IEMOHOB»
cronuibl. Ero cTaTyc OblJI CTUIIKOM BHICOK, YTOOBI ITPOCTHIE JIIOOU CMEJIM eMy ITePedyrTh, HO CTpaxka
3HaJjla ero B IUII0 CIUIIKOM XOPOIIIO, BEOb OH BEUHO BJIXMAJl B UCTOPUH, HA KOTOPHIE KaI0BaluCh
ropoXkKaHe.

ka0 UYsHHaHIO 0110 15 meT. Kak mo0uMBIN MSTHE CBIH KMIIEPaToOPa, OH MOTYYuII COOCTBEHHOE
IIOMECThe B CAMOM IIeHTpe YIHuIlLl YKYIfI03, eqBa CTaB COBEPIIEeHHOIeTHUM. Ero 60oraTcTBy 1
TI0JIOXKEHUIO 3aBUI0BAJIK BCe. B Hapome o HeM roBopuix Iu00 C pa3gpakeHreM 13-3a ero BHIXOMOK,
00 C BOCXUIIIEHWEM €0 YIaYIuBOCThHIO.

OmHaKO HeJaBHO IOTMOJI3JIH CITyXH, YTO Ha Yzkao UsHHAHS COBEPIIEHO MOKYLIEHNE, OH YIIal B PEKY U
npomnasn 6e3 BecTH. ['opoKaHe B CTpaxe CUAEH [0 TOMaM.

Ykao UsHHAHD CIIEIMANIbHO CHSJ Byaslb, YTOOBI IIOKA3aTh BparaM: OH JKUB, ¥ UX IIJIaH IIPOBAJIUIICS.
OH 3HaJ, 4TO YOMUUIILEI CMEJIEl TOJIBKO B TJIYXUX MeCTax, HO He TOCMEeIOT HallacTh Ha Hero OTKPHITO Ha
mopHou ynutie. OH X0TeJl MTO3/IUTh X ¥ 3aCTaBUTh CTPaXky IPOBOAUTH €TI0 BO IBOPELI.

Ho maTpyneHbie 6ynro ocneru! OHU IPOXOAUIN MUMO, flaXke He TIISAS B ero CTOPOHY.

Yxkao YsHHAHIO HUUET0 He 0CTaBaJIoCh, KaK caMOMY IIJIECTUCH K yiule YxKyIos. HakoHel OH BcTall
mepeq ABEPSIMU CBOETO ioMa U IocTy4as. [IpuBpaTHUK OTKPHII ABEPDH U, YBULIEB «KPAaCUBOTO
IOHOIIY», TaK U 3aCUSiIL.

— Ha uto BeITynuncs? I'na3a BEIKOIIO! — HEIOBOIBHO PABKHYJ YkKao UsHHAHE.
9TOoT rosoc? IT1o nuio? [IpuBpaTHUK B yKace PyXHYJI Ha KOJIEHU:

— Xo3zsuH, nomanute! AToT pad He Co 3714, TMla3a 3aTYMaHUINCh, He TPHU3HaII Bac cpa3y!
ITomanure!..

Yka0 UsHHAHB X0JI0MHO (HIPKHYII U BOIIENI BHYTPh. Korma oH BCTas mepen OPOH30BHIM 3€PKajioM,
YTOOBI YMBITHCS, OH HaKOHEI] 3aMeTH/I KpacHYI0 TOUKy Mexnay 6poBeit. JIUI[0 ero moTEMHEJIO.

*[Ta KaK OHM mocMenu?!*

Ternepb OH MOHSAJ, KakK IIPOCTHE KPECThbIHE YMYOPUIUCH He3aMeTHO IIPOBE3TH e€r0 B ropod. OHuU
IIPOCTO 3aMaCKUpoBaiu ero nop repa! M gaxe maTpysabHBEIE He Y3HAIU €r0! YMBIBIIUCE, OH CTPOTO
IIpHAKa3aJll CliyraM MOJT4aTh O €r0 CEeTOTHSILIHEM «MaKUSIXKe».

He ycnen oH npuieys, 4TOOB OTIOXHYTH (PAaHBI BCE XKe ellle HBUIM), KaK B TIOMEeCThe IIPUOLIIN OTell-
MMIIepaTop U MaThk-UMIlepaTpuila. Hayamack cymMaToxa, TOCTH LIIIM K HEMY O CaMOTO



KOMEHJAHTCKOT0 Yaca. bpaThs ¥ IBOIOPOMHEBIN OpaT TOXKe HaBECTUIIH €TO0.
Korpa Bce yuiny, 0H 0CTaBUJI TOJIBKO CBOero Ky3eHa — Cs10 LI3bIMo.
— Bpart, cmacu6o, uTo mpuiiesn, — ckalan Yxkao UsHHAHB.

— YT0 3a I/IynocTy, pa3se s MOT He NPUUTU? PaccKka3biBal, YTO CIIY4YUJIOCh Ha 9TOT pa3? — Cso
LI3pIMO TTOTPENa ero mo rojioBe.

— 9%, fa KTO-TO U3 MOuX O6paTheB... BUIUT, UTO OTEI] UMIIepaTOpP MeHs XKaJlyeT, YTo 5 Telepb
B3POCIIbIH, BOT U UCIYTalKiCh KOHKYPEHIIMY 3a TPOH. Pelniiy mockopee OTIIPaBUTh MEHS Ha TOT CBET,
— Yxao YsHHaAHB CTapasICs TOBOPUTH HEMPUHYKIEHHO.

— Kak xe TrI caccs? ['oBopuny, Te0s u3pyOuny aioau B Y4epHOM, U THL yIIaJl B TOPHBEIM IOTOK. Kak
TBOU paHBI? — C TpeBorou crnpocun Cso LI3sMo.

— He Bonnyiics, g xuByuui. MeHs cnacny.
— K10 970 OBI71? MBI DOJIXKHEI UX IIETPO 0TOIAarOgapUTh.

— bBpar, He cnpammuBait 06 3ToM. [Toka HelIb3st UX PACKPHIBaTh, MHAU€e BpParu y3HAIOT, KTO MHE IIOMOT,
U puHecyT uM Oeny. B Gymyiiem...

Yxkao YsHHaHb He 3aKOHYUI (Ppaldy, HO Cs0 LI3b1M0 Bce moHAN. OH HaXMyPHUJIICS:
— Tol geUCTBUTENBHO BCE 006ayMan?

— IIa. PaHblile MHe 3TO OBIJIO HE HHTEPECHO, HO Pa3 OHU He Jai0T MHe ITOKO0s... [Ipoiias yepe3 KU3Hb
¥ CMepTh, S MTOHSII: JTy4Ille lepXKaTh CBOIO Cyab0y B CBOMX PYKax, UYeM OT[aBaTh €€ Ha MHUJIOCTb
opyruM, — Yxkao UsHHaAHb pelluTe/IbHO CXKaJl KyJlak.

Csto 1I3pIMO ITOMOJTYAJI, @ 3aTeM 000ApPSIIoLe XJIOIHYJI €T0 IO IJeyy:
— He 0oiicsi, TH He oguH. 4 momory Tebe.

— Ila. 4 He oguH.

BruManue! 3TOT mepeBon, BO3MOXKHO, €IIE€ HE TOTOB.

Ero craTyc: nepesop penakTupyeTcs
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