B naBHue BpemeHa y MMmepaTopa [lyHxya OBLUT YepHBIH MeIBelb, KOTOPBIN CITYKUJT BEPHBIM
cnyTHHKOM Brnapmbiku BocToka Bo Bcex ero moxomax. Cy I'y Bcerna cnemoBan 3a Brafibikoii, HO B TO
BpeMs, KOTla eT0 BePX0BOe KUBOTHOE OTIIPABUJIOCH B MUDP CMEPTHBIX, YTOOH IPONTH UcnbTanus, Cy
[y UG CHBIIaN 0 HEM, HO HUKOTIA He BUME.

KOs Yxyit He cTan oTBevaTh Ha cioBa Cy 'y, a IMpoKUM maroM nomoinéen K Baus [ly. On Ovln Ha
11eJTy10 TOJIOBY BhIlIe. Baus Iy, ¢ ero pocToM o[ MeTP BOCEMBAECST, XOTh ¥ He ObLT HU3KUM, PSIOOM
C 9TUM MYKUYMHOM Ka3aJCsd MOYTH «MUHUATIOPHBIM>.

FO3 Yxyit B3sist pyKy Baub Illy B cBoM, 1 Ha €ro 06LIYHO XOJIOOHOM JIUIIE TIOSIBUIACh YIBIOKA, KOTOpast
BOPYT IIOKa3anach TEMIoH. TKHYB majbiieM B ce0st, OH IIPOM3HEC C 3alTMHKOM:
— ... mo06m10... TeOs.

— A? — Bons llly pasblle He 3Haj 3TOI0 MYyK4YUHY U He 0XKHUaJl, YTO Celyac B MOJe IIpU3HaBaThCA C
TIEPBOTO B3TJIAA, fIa eIl U MyXK4uHe!

Bans Iy, uyBCTBYs ce0si pacTepSHHLIM, He 3HaJl, Kak pearupoBaTth, Korga Cy I'y momoIén u pe3ko
HnUIEnHYN 0 pyke F03 Yxys.

FOs Uxyi xonopHo B3rnsaHyn Ha Cy 'y, HO He cTaJl C HUM pa3roBapuBaTh, a CHOBa 00paTtuics K Banb
Oly:

—4d... BIIepegu, MsACHas JIaBKa.

Bans Illy HakoHeL IOHAT:

— THI Bnamenen MsICHOH JIaBKHU BHepeJII/I?

B mepeynke nepen Mara3wHOM aHTHKBAapHaTa HAaXOMUJICS MaCCaXKHBIM CalloH M MSICHAs JlaBKa
«Yéputrit cremnern». Korma Baus Iy BrepBrie TPUILEN B Mara3uH, OH YCIIbIIIAJ 3BYKH PyOKM Msica,
IMOHOCHBIIIMECS U3 JIaBKH, COIPOBOKIaeMble KPUKAMU YIUYHBIX KOIIIEK, YTO CO3[IaBajI0 JOBOJIBHO
JXKYTKYI0 aTMoCchepy.

Oxkaszanoch, uto K03 Yxy# 1 ObUT X03IMHOM 3TOU JIAaBKHU.

ToBopuny, uyto KO3 YKyt — 3TO YEPHBINA MEOBENb, a y Me[Beiel, KaK U3BECTHO, He caMoe JIy4lllee
3peHue. Heyxenu UMEeHHO IIO3TOMY JIaBKa II0JTy4uIa Takoe Ha3BaHUe? CIUIIKOM YK IIPOCTO.

— Xo3simH... — K03 UYxky# cuenan gBa Iara BIepen u cMoTpen Ha Baub IIly ¢ TaKUM BhIPaKEHUEM,
CJIOBHO OBIII MaJIeHBKUM MMUTOMIIEM, KAXKOYIITNM BHUMaHUS. — X0UY... X035HUHa.

Bans Iy moyyBCTBOBAJ, KaK Y HETO IEPTAeTCs BEKO:



— TrL... TH, MOXKeT, omuoca? 9, kaxeTcs, TeOS He 3HAIO.

KOs Yxyii mokaydas rojoBOu U, 3allMHAsICh, CKa3al:

— He... 3Haews, He BaxXHO. THL... X034UH. ... M100ITI0 TEOS.

FOs Uxy# cHOBa mpu3Hascs B mo0Bu. Teneps Baus Iy, moxoxke, OB B caMOM pa3rape Ji060BHOTO
yparasa: cHadana Ligo umy, 3aTem Li3oy ®aHbxya, a Teneps u K05 UKyl — BCe MPOSABIIAIN K HEMY
CUMIIATHIO.

Bans Iy cobpancs ¢ MEICTIIMU U Hadall:

— 9uMm, 03 Uxkyii... 4...

FO3 Uxkyii moKavast rojIoBo#, yKa3asl Ha ce0sl U cKasau:

— MaeHbKUH MeIBeKOHOK.

Baup Uly: «...» OH mogo3peBall, 4YTO TOT IPOCTO KOKETHUYAET.

FO3 Yxyi#t HacTauBan, 4ToObl Banus Iy Ha3bBan ero «MajleHbKUM MEBEXKOHKOM», a cebst —
«X035IMHOM», ¥ HUKaK He XOTeJl MEHATh 9TU 0OpalleHus.

O3 Uxy# mobaBui:

— Hameén... xo3suHa. bygy XKUTh C XO3IHUHOM.

Bonr Uly yausuncs:

— THI X04eIb 0CTAaThCS 30EChH?

O3 Yxky# sHEepruyHO 3aKKBaJl, U ero 00LIYHO CYpPOBOE JIUI0 BOPYT CTali0 HEMHOT'O MUJIBIM.

— Hert, — Cy I'y Obl1 IEPBEIM, KTO BO3pa3uUl.

05 Uxkyii maxe He IOCMOTpEII Ha Hero, a ycTaBuwics Ha Bans Iy cBOMMU IPOH3UTEILHBEIMU
ria3aMu. Bass [y mouyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €CJIX OH OTKaXeT, TO Oy[eT HaCTOSIIUM 37I00eeM.

— Hy... MOXHO ¥ OCTaThCS.

EnBa Bans Iy npousHéc 310, Kak mony4un ot Cy 'y B3rIs[, MOMHBIN YIIpEKa.



Bomr lly KanuigHyn 1 cKkasat:

— Twl ciac xXu3Hb BaxyaH, Tak 4TO OCTAaThCS Y MEHS MOXKHO, HO... TYT MaJjio MecTa, Tebe Herge OymeT
JKUTh.

— He... mpo6nema, — K03 Yxkyit yKa3an Ha quBaH. — CraTh Ha [IUBaHe.

— Het, — Cy I'y cHOBa BRICKA3aJICsl, yCMEXHYBIIKCH C TOPHAOCThI0. — [[MBAaH — MOM.

BaxyaH Trxo nmpobopMoTarna:

— Bcé KoHueHo, y 60cca yKe IMOSIBUIIOCH YYBCTBO COOCTBEHHOCTH.

F03 UKyl He coaBasics U yKasall Ha [I0J:

— Cnarts... Ha 1oy.

U 105 YkyH nelCTBUTEIBHO Havasl yCTPauBaThCA Ha IO0JLy, IPUHECS CBOU BELU U3 MSICHOU JIaBKHU.

HecMmoTps Ha CBOU BBICOKHU POCT U CYPOBHIM BU[, CO IIIPaMOM Ha Ij1a3y, U3-3a KOTOPOT0 Ha yJIHIle ero
IpUHUMaK 3a rnaBaps 0angel, KO3 Yxkyi oka3ancs...

Ha camowm fene oH Obln TI00KTEIEM MSTKUX UTPYIIEK U BCEro po3oBoro. Ha ero mocrenbHoM Gerbe
Ob1 n300pakeHkl MaJleHbKIe PO30Bhie MefiBexkaTa, a Ha KPOBaTH JiexKala Po30Bas IIJToIIeBast
UTPYILIKa, KOTOPYIO OH, BEPOSITHO, 0OHMMAJI BO CHE.

Cy I'y, yBuEB 3TO, yCMEXHYJICS:

— JeTckuu cap.

Ho Banb Iy Toxe Obin M100KTEIEM MATKUX UTPYIIEK, U, YBUAEB PO30BOTO Me[BeKOHKA, OH HE MOT
OTOPBATh I'as:

— Kaxkoi mujsli!

CyTy: «..»

— Hpasurcs, — KOs Uxkyi cynyn urpymky B pyku Bass Ily. — [Togapok... X034uHYy.

Boanp Iy 3aMaxai pyKamu:

— Hert-Her, 3TO TBOé, U THI TaK €T0 J'II-O6I/IH.H:>, S He MOT'Y IIPDUHATD.



FO3 Yxy#t mogymart, moT0XKuUI MeIBe2KOHKA 00paTHO Ha CBOHU BEIH, a 3aTEM BHITAIIUT U3 CYMKHU
KJTyOOK IIEPCTH C ABYMS CIIMLIAMM U CKa3all:

— CBH}Ky... MeIOBEXKOHKa. Honapfo... X0351UHY.

Bans Iy GBI TOTPSICEH:

— THL... THI yMeellb BA3aTh?

FOs Uxy# yKa3an Ha CBOM YEPHBIM TOHKUW CBUTED C V-00pa3HBIM BHIPE30M:

— CaM... cBsI3aIl.

CBuTep OBIT MOIHBIM, YEPHBIM, C TTTyOOKKMM BHIPE30M ¥ moguépkuBan Gurypy KOs Yxkys, BeIrIsSmen
COBCEM He CTapOMO[HO.

Bans Iy BoCXUILIEHHO CKa3an:

— Te1 pocTo MacTep!

CyTy: «..»

05 Yxkyii ycTpourncs Ha nony, a Cy I'y octancs craTe Ha [UBaHe Ha IIePBOM 3Taxe. Tenepb OHU
CTaJu COCeNsIMHU.

Boans lly, yBupes, kak 03 Yxkyii ycrasuincsa Ha Cy 'y, @ TOT X0JI0ZHO CMOTpPEJI B OTBET, IIOTEP BUCKU
M CKa3a:

— Bl MOMKHE TaguTh.

O3 Yxkyii KUBHYII:

— CHYI_[I&I-OCB. .. XO34dH1Ha.

Cy I'y beIpKHYII, CKPECTUB PYKHU:

— 41 He cTaHy CIIOPUTH C AYPAKOM.

Bans Iy 6pocun Ha Cy 'y HeomoOpUTeIbHBIN B3TTISAM;:

— OH Bcé-Taku cnac baxyaH, Kak Thl MOXKEIIh TaK TOBOPUTh.

FO3 Yxky# mupoKo yNbIOHYJICS, U B €T0 yIbIOKe Oblyla Karsis TOPKeCTBa.



Cy TI'y: «...» [TonHBIi IPOBA.

Banup lly otnpasuscs cuaTth B KoMHaTy Cy I'y, mymas, 4to Bpsap nu Cy 'y u 103 Yxkyu nogepyrcs
BHU3Y. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OHU 00a B3POCIIEIE JIONH.

B 3TOT MOMEHT Ha IIepBOM 3TaXKe CBET OBLI BEIKJIIOYE€H, BOKPYT IapPHJIa TbMa.

Cy I'y cupen Ha ouBaHe, CKPECTHB PYKH, U X0I0THO cMoTpelt Ha KO3 UxKysi, KOTOPEIi TIATeIbHO
yK7agbIBajl CBOU Belu Ha mosy. K03 UxKyil BHITAIIX U3 PIOK3aKa PO30BHIM HOYHUK, IIENKHYIT
BEIKJIIOYATEJIEM M Hayasl BA3aTh.

TouyHee, OH XOTeN CBI3aTh YEPHOTO MefiBeXKOHKA A1t Bans Ily.

Cy I'y GBIPKHYII ¥ XOJIOMHO CKa3a:

— MHe BC€ paBHO, 4TO TH 3amyMan Hac4deT Baus lly, Ho yxomu, nHaye...

O3 YUxyii nopusan rina3a Ha Cy I'y, mpoposixKas BI3aTh:

— Hwuuero... He 3amymart. JI:06J110... X0351Ha.

Jluno Cy I'y notemHueno, a F03 Yxyi nobasun:

— THI... IJIOX0H. YX0MOu... OT XO3sIHUHA.

Cy I'y ycmexHycs:

— 4 nnoxoit? Trl, HaBepPHOE, He 3HAEIb, KaK TBOM JTIOOMMEIN X03IUH YCTal OT MEHS U OPOCHIIL.

05 Yxyi mokayan rojoBOM M HU3KKUM T'OJIOCOM IIPOU3HEC:

— X035IMH... yMeD... pagu Tebs.

Cy I'y B3mporsyn:

— Yro THI CKa3an?

103 Yxkyii moBTOPUI:
— Vwmep... pagu Te6s. THL... IITOXOM.
B ronose Cy I'y napun xaoc. [Touemy FOs Uxkyi cka3zar, 4To ero xo3suH, Mmnepartop [JyHXya, ymep

panu Hero? ITocrne Toro kKak Cy 'y 6611 pa36ut, oH monroe BpeMs Oblsl 6€3 CO3HAHUS U He 3HAJI, YTO
nmpou3ouio ganbiie. [Touemy UmmnepaTop [IyHXya BHe3amHo ucdes? [TouemMy OH IpeBpaTUIICSA B



MJIai€HIla ¥ Ha4daJl PaCTu 3aH0B0? OH HUYEro He 3Hal U He XOTeJI 3HaTh.

Teneps ke KO3 Uxkyit 6Gpocui HacTosAIy0 60MOy.

Cy I'y cipocun:

— YTo TH 3Haemlb 0 cMepTy Brnageiku BocToka?

O3 Yxkyii cHOBa moKayas rojaoBOu:

— He... 3Ha10.

Cy I'y X07I0IHO IPOU3HEC:

— Torpa Kax ThI Y3HaJI, 4YTO OH yMep paju MeHsd?

05 Uxky#i mpoMosTyar, IOPHUICS B PIOK3aKe, KOTOPHIM, Ka3a0Ch, ObITT HACTOSINE! COKPOBUIIHUIIEH, 1
IOCTaI MaJleHbKYI0 KOPOOOUYKY pa3mMepoM c jtamonb. OH monoxun eé nepen Cy I'y u ckazai:

— Bemp... Xx03511Ha.

Cy I'y TyT e OTKpPHITT KOPOOKY.

BHyTpu N1eKan MOXKeNTEeBIIUN U XPYIKUM KYCOK IIENKA, a Ha HEM — 6ecOpMEHHBIN YEPHBIN
OCKOJIOK.

Cy I'y cpagy y3Han ero. 3To Obll... 0CKOIOK KOCTSHOTO KJIMHKA.

Korga-to Bnagsika BocToka co6cTBeHHOPY4YHO pa30un ayury Cy I'y, ¥ KOCTSIHOM KJIMHOK PaCKOJIONCS
Ha MHOXKECTBO YaCTel, KOTOphle OBIIM 3aKOTaHbl B IIeCTUAECSTH IecTyd Morunax. C tex mop Cy I'y
0oJIbIle He OBIIT I[eIbHEBIM.

KTo GBI MOT TOOyMaTh, YTO ONMH M3 3TUX OCKOJIKOB OKa3ascs B pykax 03 Uxys.

Cy I'y B35J1 OCKOJIOK, ¥ TOT MTHOBEHHO CJIUJICS C €T0 TEJIOM.
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