ITox melicTBHEM IIpemapaTa I's BC—)fIXY& IMOJTHOCTBIO TIOTEPAIT CHUJIBI, DYXHYB Y HOT' HE3HAKOMIIA.
OpgHako, K ero YOUBIJIEHUIO, OH BCE eIlé MOT CJIbIIIIATh, BUAETh U YYBCTBOBATH, XOTA BCE ero TeJo,
KpoMe MO3ra, CJIOBHO IIEpPEeCTaJi0 eMy IMpHUHaOJIeXKaTh, HE pearupyd Ha KOMaHIObI.

Cepaue I's Batixya 3amepno. OH IPeATookKus, YTO HallaflaBIINii, BEPOSITHO, ObII KOHTPaOaHOMCTOM,
C KOTOPHIM [0JIKeH ObUT BCTPeTUThCS BaH Xya. He moxpgaBmuCh ero, OH IPUILET IPOBEPUTH, UTO
CIIY4YMIIOCH, ¥ YBUME, Kak ['3 Baiixya youn ero. Tenepb OH TOYHO He momaguT ero! I's Baiixya
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK ero HaCTPOeHUe yIaso ¢ HebeC B IPEUCIIONHIOW. TOJIBKO YTO OH BKYCHJI CAMBbIi
CTagKuy 17101 B MUpPE, a Tellepb 0CO3HAJI, YTO 3TOT IIJI0f OB OTpaBIIEH.

I's Baiixya X0Te 3ar0OBOPUTE, IONBITAThCS JOTOBOPUTHCS C HE3HAKOMIIEM, UCIIONIb3YsI CBOE
KpacHOpeuure, HO ero SI3bIK CJIIOBHO OHEMEJI, ¥ OH He MOT IoleBenuTs uM. OH MOT TOJIbKO HabII0naTh,
KaK ero TallaT K 3agHel YacTU IPy30BUKA, I'7le OH 0Ka3aJiCd Ha IOJy PSAOM C yKe MEPTBHIM Bax
Xya.

Teno Ban Xya, yKe OKOUeHeBIllee U HaYMHaIOIee OCTHIBATh, JIeXKao Ha HEM, a BOHb OT IJIaCTHKa U
00yBH, CMeIllaHHAs C 3allaXOM CMEPTH, 3all0/IHsIIa er0 HO3OPH, BEI3bIBAS TOLTHOTY U YOYIILE.

HewnsBecTHO, CKOJIBKO BpEMEHU OHU eXaJli, HO B KaKOX-TO MOMeHT ['3 Baiixya [mo4yBCTBOBaJI, YTO
MallliHa 0CTaHOBUNIach. OH MOHSA, YTO €r0 CMePTHHIY Yac 0M30K, U eT0 CepAlle CKaloch OT
TskecTu. OH HUKOTHa He LyMaJl, 9YTO KOHell JKM3HU MoxkKeT ObITh Tak O/IM30K, U YK TeM Golee He
IIpefmnosarai, YTo yMpET TakKuM 00pa3oM. OH BCE elll€ He MOT TOBOPUTH, U OTYasIHUE OXBaTUJIO €T0.

He3nakoMmerl ¢ TpygoM BeITAIua ero U Ban Xya u3 MamuHel. ['3 Baiixya mOHSI, YTO OHM OKa3aJlucCh
Ha mycThipe. ITo OKPyXKaUUM AeTalsiM OH ONpPeIeIuiI, YTO 3TO ObljIa 3aT0pOIHAas MapKoBKa. Ero
r7a3a MEeTaJIUCh, TIBITASICh YIOBUTh KAXKAYI0 CEKYHIY, YTOOBI II03BaTh Ha IIOMOIIb, HO BOKPYT, KpoMe
MOTHITIBKOB, ITOPXAIOUX 107 GOHAPSIMU, He OBIJI0O HU TYIIH.

['s Batixya Obl1 mepeMeIn€H B O6eibii MUKPOaBTOOYC, TOe eTo IOJIOKHUIU PANOM ¢ TesioM BaH Xya.
HesnakoMmerr 3a6paj KJII0YHM OT I'PY30BHKa, KOTOPEIE OH KPEMKO CXKUMaJ B pykKe. XOTs OH He BUMEI,
YTO IIPOUCXONUT, OH YCIIBIIIAJ, KaK TOT OTKPBLI I'PY30BOM OTCEK ¥ C TPOXOTOM OTOPOCHII 3aMOK B
cTopony. I's Baiixya HefmoyMeBasl: BOKPYT HUKOTO He OBIJIO, 3a4eM OH OTKPHII I'Py30BUK? Pa3Be oH He
3HaJI, 4YTO BHYTPU HaXOMOATCS JIIOAU, KOTOPHIX COOUpANKCh OTIIPABUTh B IaxXThl? YTO OH 3amyMai?
OcBobomuTh UX? 3HAYUT, OH HEe OBIJT KOHTPabaHOUCTOM?

[Toka I's Baiixya moMart rojioBy Hafi STUMU BOIIPOCAMHU, He3HAKOMel] OBICTPO MOMOMIET ¥ 3aBET
MHUKPOaBTOOYC.

Iopora Gbila HEPOBHOM, U HacTpoeHue I'9 Baiixya Kone6anoch BMeCTe C He.

CHayvasa OH [lyMaJl, YTO HalagaBIui OB KOHTPaOaHIUCTOM, KOTOPHIH, YBUIEB, Kak OH yOun Bax
Xya, pemus 0OTOMCTUTL. Ho ero meiicTBUS rOBOpUIM 00 00paTHOM.

Bo-nepBriX, KOHTpaOaHAKUCT BPSA JIX UCIOJIb30Bas OB MaJIeHbKUH IITPUIL, YTOOE 00€3BPEOUTH €T0.



Bo-BTOpPEIX, OH IpPHUIIApKOBal MUKPOaBTOOYC Jajieko OT MeCTa BCTPEYH, YTO YKa3hIBajIo Ha
IIpeflBapuTeNbHOE IJIaHUpOBaHue. B-TpeThux, 3aueM oH ocBobomui monei? M, HakoHel], ecny Ban
Xya OvlT MEPTB, 3a4eM OH 3abpalt ero Teno?

STH BOIIPOCH! KPYTUIIACH B TOI0Be '3 Batixya, u oH mepebupa pa3nuyHble BapHaHTHl, HO HU OOUH U3
HUX He Ka3aJiCd IPaBaomog00HbIM.

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BPEMS MallliHa OCTAHOBUJIACh, M He3HAKOMeI] BhIlIEN. CHapyKU IMOCIIBIIIAJICS
JErKu# 3ByK Habopa Kofa, a 3aTeM ILeJTY0K — BEPOSITHO, IBEPHOM 3aMOK OTKPHUICS. I'9 Baiixya
TIOHSIJI, YTO OHM IPUOBITKY Ha MecTo. OH 30 BCEX CHUJI ITBITAJICS MOLIEBENTUTHLCS, HO TEJIO BCE EIIE He
cnymanock. OH X0Tes YMOJIATH O IOIaje, HO U3 ero ropja BhIPHIBAIUCh TOJIBKO HEUJIEHOpa3ae/lbHbIe
3BYKH. BCcKope mBeph MUKpOoaBTOOyCa OTKPHIIACh, ¥ Teno BaH Xya BEITALIUINA HApyXy. 3aTeM
HACTymuia mnojHas tuimmHa. Ceppate I's Batixya 61mock Tak OBICTPO, CJIOBHO TOTOBO OBIJIO BEIPBATHCS
u3 rpyau. OH He MOT IIOBEPHUTD, YTO BEJIUKUYU aflBOKAT ['3 YMPET 37ech!

Kaxpas cekyHIa Ka3anach BeYHOCTEIO. ['3 Balixya 3HaJ, YTO €ro XXOET CMEPTHHIM IIPUTOBOD, U OH
yXe He Hafesscs, 94To, Kak B (UIbMaX, IOJIULIUS IOSBUTCS B IOCTIEIHUY MOMEHT.

[Tpowwio Heu3BECTHO CKOJIBKO BPEMEHH, U HE3HAKOMEL BePHYJICS, BEITAllXB ['9 Balixya U3 MalIuHEL.

I's Bsﬁxya HHN4YEero He MOT' CcejlaTh, KPpOMe KaK IIO3BOJINTDH cebs TalllUTE B MaJIEHBKYIO KOMHaATYy,
3adBaJIEHHYIO KaPTOHHBIMHU KOpO6KaMI/I, IMOX0XKYIO Ha CKIIaf. Opuako Jyepe3 HECKOJIBKO CTyTIeHeI;I OHH
OKa3aJliCh B IPYIOM MeCTe.

9T0 OblyTa KOMHATA, CIIOBHO U3 (UIbMa — SPKO OCBEIIEHHAs, C eIUHCTBEHHBIM BEIXOIOM Yepes
CTaJIbHYIO IBePb, Yepe3 KOTOPYIO OHU BOLUIXA. BOKPYT He OBIZIO OKOH, TOJIBKO KPOIIEYHHIH
BEHTUJIAIMOHHEIN JIIOK Ha ITOTOJIKE, OTYEr0 B IIOMEIIeHUY CTOSIJI CUJIbHEIM 3aax 0TOeIuBaTens,
CMeIIaHHBIY C YAYLIINBOU XKapOou.

KoMHaTa Gbiyia 06cTaBieHa IIPOCTO: B LIEHTPE CTOSJT OTIEePAllMOHHBIN CTOJI, PSOOM C HUM —
MeTaJIJInYeCcKoe Belpo ¢ TuOKuM ImaHnroM. CjeBa y CTEHBI HAaXOIUJICS CTeJIaxk BEICOTOH Goree
MeTpa, 3aMoIHeHHBIN OyThIIKaMu ¢ JeKapcTBaMu. CrpaBa Oblia Goblast paKOBHHA, a B CEBEPO-
BOCTOYHOM YTIIy JTeJKa/ld KOPOOKY C HaOMUCIMu «Jle3uHGUIMPYIOIIee CPENCcTBO», «HucTsimee
cpencTBo», «OTOenuBaTenb», «MeOUIIMHCKYE ITepYaTKu». B 10ro-3amafgHoM yriy Obia CloxkeHa Kyda
HEHUCII0Th30BaHHKIX YEPHBEIX MYCOPHBIX TAKETOB.

['s Balixya He MOT IIOHSITh, YTO 3TO 3a MECTO, KpOMe KakK Ha3BaTh ero KOMHATOM yOUICTB.

Heyxkenu 51 cTasn xXKepTBoM nmpodeccroHanbHoro youns? On npuién youts Menst unu Ban Xya? —
I's Boiixya X0TeJl CIPOCUTh, HO BCE €I[é HEe MOT TOBOPUTb.

He3naxkoMmer nonoxun teno Bar Xya B yron KoMHaTHL, a ['s Balixya nnepeMecTi1 Ha OllepalliOHHBIN
CTOJI, CBI3aB €My PYKHU ¥ HOTH. 3aTeM OH [0CTaJl IIIPUILl U3 SIMKKa CTejylaxa, Habpasl KUAKOCTD U3
OyTBUIKY C aHTJIMMCKUMU 3THKETKaMU U Hampasuics K ['s Balixya.



I's BSI:IXY& C Y2ZKaCOM CMOTpP€EI Ha HETO, IIEITasACh OTOOABUHYTBCS, HO BCE eH.Ié HEe MOT IIOIIEBEIUTHCA.
OH MOT TOJIBKO Ha6J'IIOJIaTb, KaK HIIIPUIT BOH3UJICA B €I0 BEHY, U ZKUJKOCTE IIOIIaJIa B €TI0 TeJIO.

I's Balixya mo4yBCTBOBaJI, KakK €ro TeJo IorpyzKaeTcs B JiefsiHOM xonon. OH Obl1 G1arofapeH, 4To, 1o
KpaliHell Mepe, ero co0upanuch yOUTh TyMaHHO, a He TIOOBePrHyTh NhITKaM. OH 3aKpHIJ I'/1a3a,
0oXugasi KOHIA.

OpHa cekyHpa, OBe, TPHU... MUHYTA, JBE...

Ceppue I's Boaiixya BCE elfé OUTOCh, 1 OH He YyBCTBOBa/I HUKAKOro mruckoMdoprta. OH OTKPHLI I'Ta3a u
YBH[IEJ, YTO He3HaKOMell Hafesl OesIbli XalaT, CJIOBHO XUPYPT, 0KUOAIOUINHN, TI0Ka MallieHT YCHET. ['3
Balixya pa303nuics: gaxe eciu ero cobupaioTcs youTh, 3aUeM TaK U3[IeBaThCs?

— Yto TH 3agyman?!

I's Balixya BEIKPUKHYJI 9TO U C YAUBIIEHUEM IIOHSJI, YTO CHOBA MOXKeT roBOpuUTh. OJHAKO €Tr0 PYKHU U
HOTH OBLIIM CBSI3aHHI, M OH BCE eIlé He MOT BHIOPAThCS.

— Tol puU3HaEUIL CBOIO BUHY? — pa3faliCs XOJI0THBINA TOJI0C.

— Buny?

I's B:—)I?Ixya, elé He YCII€B IIOPAAOBATHCA BO3BPAIIEHUIO PEYH, OBLT 03amaueH BOIIPOCOM.

— V aTux niofeil Toxke eCTh CEMbH, a BHl 3aCTaBlIsgeTe UX MOKUAATh CBOU oMa U paborath B afy. Tel
He NIPU3HAENIb CBOIO BUHY?!

Toroc He3HAKOMIIA OBIST XOJIOOHBEIM, HO Telephb B HEM CJIbIIIanach 3710CTh.

Ero cnosa ocernunu ['s Bauxya. [Toxoxe, He3HaKoMel IPUHAT ero 3a Bax Xya. I's Balixya nocrneso
OTBETUIL:

— B03M0XKHO, 30eCh KaKOe-TO Heflopa3yMeHue. & He TOT, KTO IOXUIIaJl 3TUX JI0Aen. f ToxKe X0Ten
UX CIACTH, KaK U ThI!

Cka3as 9710, '3 Bolixya 3aTaus ObplXxaHUe, CJIOBHO OXKUAAs IPUTOBOPa.

He3nakoMmer momyarn, NpUCTanbHO rag9Asa Ha ['s Balixya, NeITasCh OHATH, IPaBAY JIU OH TOBOPHUT.
XoTs ero nuiio OBI0 CKPEITO Mackoi, I's Baiixya ynoBUII B eT0 TEMHBIX I'1a3ax Ipobieck 4ero-to. OH
Habpascst CMeIOCTH U IPOJOJIKIIL:
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