Ha mpyro# cTopoHe, Kak TONbKO KilaH JIu3bl HOCTUT BiafeHui CUpeHa, eCTeCTBEHHO, UM CJIeI0BaJIo
HaHECTH BU3UT. KOHEYHO, 3TO GBI He MPOCTO BU3UT — OHMU IIAHWPOBANM 3aepPXKaThCSI Ha €ro
TEPPUTOPUHU Ha HEKOTOPOE BPEMS.

CI/IpeHa, Opr}KéHHBII;I 0ecurClIeHHbBIMU KEeMYYyXKHWHaAMU U OIPArOOEHHBIMYA KaMHSIMHU, OTObIXAJl BHYTPH
OT‘pOMHOfI TPUOAKHEL. XoTsa YZ&Ke HaCTyIIUJI PAaCCBET, OJIsd HETO 3TO OBLIIO BpeMs OTObIXA. OH.IYTI/IB
HpI/I6J'II/I}KaI-OH.[I/I€Cﬂ KOHe6aHI/I5{, OH MeOJIEHHO OTKPHIJI I'/ia3a.

He roBops HU CJ10Ba, OH B3TJITHYJI Ha IeCATOK KOCATOK Pa3HOT0 pa3Mepa, SBHO 0xXupaas 00bsICHeHUs
VX BU3UTA.

[Tpabaly1ika JIu3a 1eroHbKO B3MaxHyjIa XBOCTOM U CKJIOHHUJIA TOJIOBY:

— Barme BenmuuecTBo, Mo# KitaH JIM3kl XOTeJ OBl OCTATHCS Ha Balllell TEPPUTOPHUH Ha HEKOTOPOe
BpeMs. Bl mo3BonuTe?

CupeH MaxHYJI XBOCTOM, 1 MaJjieHbKas KOCaTKa, fepxkalias B 3y0ax xKeJITOXBOCTa, OCTOPOKHO
II0JIOXKUJIA ero Iepen TPUAAKHOU:

— CupeH, CupeH, MBI TprHecTH 3T0 TeOe! THl Befb Tak H00UIIb 3Ty prIOy, IpaBma? Ml DONT0 €€

noBunu!

Pyka, c7toBHO BrIpe3aHHas U3 HepuTa, IPOTSIHYIACh U3 TPUAAKHEI U B3sij1a PHIOY U3 TacTH
MaJIeHbKOW KOCATKH. [1aBaTeIbHbIN Ty3bIPh XKEJITOXBOCTA OBIJT PEIKUM [eIMKATecoM, U BECh OKeaH
3Has1, yTo CupeH o6oxkaeT ero. OgHaKo 3Ta prida Obla pegKoW U TPYIHOU AJIS IOMMKHY, TI09TOMY
CupeH MOT HaclnaXaaThCs elo JIUIIb U3penKa.

He cneia nonpo0oBaTh yTollleHNe, OH JIETOHBKO KOCHYJICS 3y00B MaJleHbKOM KOCATKU:

— ThI maxHeIb 4eJI0BEeKOM.

Marnenbkas KocaTKa C TOPAOCTBIO 3aMaxajla XBOCTOM:
— Hudero He ckpoets oT CupeHa! { cerogusa urpana ¢ HuM! OH Takou MUJIBIN! YTOCTUI MEHS U

urpaj co MHOU! A IOTOM elle U crac MeHs!

— Yro cnyuunoch? — crupocuil CHpeH, ero JUI0 0CTaBaloCh HEMOABUKHBIM, CJIOBHO U3bICKaHHAS
CKYJIBIITYPA.

[Tpab6abymrka JIu3a monmnmisia 6ruxe:

— MmeHHO 06 3TOM s X0TeJIa IOMPOCUTH Baire Beu4ecTBo... ITOT YeI0BEK IIOCTPOUIT HEOOIBIIOe
TI0CeJIeHNe HemoaanéKy. Mel MPOCKM ITO3BOJIUTh EMY OCTAThCS Ha Ballel Tepputopuu. OH crac
MaJIeHbKYI0 KOCATOYKY, ¥ MBI XOTHM OCTAThCS 3[1€Ch, YTOOHI BEIPA3UTh €My 0J1arogapHOCTb.



— XM, — TUXO0 OTBETHUI CI/IpeH, HO €TI0 IIaJIbIIbI 0e32XaJI0CTHO CXBATHJIN SI3HIK MaJIeHbKOM KOCATKH,
Kacasich eé HEXHO-PO30BOI'0 KOHYHKa:

— 3amax KkpoBu. OH paHEH.

— 0-3-3? — ManeHbKas KocaTKa 3aMepJia, a 3aTeM IIOAIIPEITHYJIAa B BOOE:

— Yrto? OH panen? I'me? 4 He 3aMeTuna... Yyyyy!

— IllymHO, — mpousHéc CUpeH U OTIYCTUN S3bIK. TeyeHrne 0TOPOCUIIO MaJIeHbKYI0 KOCAaTOYKY Ha
HECKOJIbKO MeTpoB. KocaTku 3Hanu, 4To 9TO OB 3HAK €0 pa3fpaxKeHus.

— [MoxarnyiicTa, yCIIOKOUTECh, — ITOYTUTENIBHO CKa3asa npababyinka JIuza. — Eciu BE He
paspelnnTe, IO3BOILTE HAM IPEOYIPEIUTh 9TOr0 YeJI0BeKa, YTOOR OH IOKHUHYII BAIlly TEPPUTOPHIO.
OH mo6poxkenaTebHbIM YeI0BeK, IPYT Halero KiaHa.

B mopmBomHOM MUpe BCE MOOYHUHSIIOCh 3aKOHY [XKYHTIIeH. Kaxkmoe MOTyeCTBEHHOE CYLIECTBO
AKTHBHO HJIU ITAaCCUBHO 0003HAYasI0 CBOI0 TEPPUTOPHIO, Il OHO MMEJIO IIPHOPUTETHOE IIPaBo Ha
OXOTY ¥ TIpoxuBaHue. JI1o0oe CYIeCTBO, BOLIEIIee Ha TEPPUTOPHIO, aBTOMATUUYECKH CTAHOBUIIOChH
IIOTEHIMAJIbHON JOOBIYEH.

KoneuHo, 00BIYHO BITafie bkl TEPPUTOPUI He 00pallany BHUMAHUS Ha TO, CKOJIBKO MOPCKUX
CyILeCTB IIPOLIIO0 Yepe3 UX BllafleHUus UK CKOJIbKO U3 HUX TaM Iocenuioch. Ho 3T0 3aBucesno ot
HACTPOEHMST — CErofgHs OHM MOTJIM IIPOCTUTh, @ 3aBTPa MOTJIH yOUTh 6€3 pa3gyMuii.

Takue pa3ymMHBIE CYIIECTBa, KakK KOCATKH, OOBIYHO IOT0BAaPUBAJIUCH C BIaeJIbIIEM TEPPUTOPUH, €CIIH
TIJTAaHUPOBAJIM 3a7ePKaThCs HA Hel HaloNro, YTOO n306ekKaTh HEHYKHBIX KOHMIUKTOB.

CupeH OTKMHYJICS Ha3afl, ero cepeOpUCTHIM XBOCT JIETOHBKO YOAPHUII 10 JIOXKY U3 XKeMuyra 1
IparoleHHBIX KaMHel. COKpOBHUINa B3/IETENIM BBEPX, OTPaXKas B BoAe pagyxKHble OJIUKY, U MeIIEeHHO
OTIyCTHJIACh Ha ero TOHKUM, KaK ByaJlb, XBOCTOBOM IIJIaBHUK.

TpunakHa MefJIeHHO 3aKphllach, CIIOBHO o0eperasi CBoé caMoe IieHHOe COKpoBHie. [Iepeq TeM Kak
TIOJIHOCTBIO COMKHYTLCSI, H3HYTPH pasmacs romoc Cupena.

OH TUXO NIPOU3HEC:

— 4 nonsn.

MarneHnbKasi KOCaTKa, He YyBCTBYS ce0s1 OTBEPTHYTOM, ITPOOJIXKaJIa CIIPAIINBaTh:

— 3Hauur, TH coryiaceH, Cupen?



BHyTpU 3aKpBITOM TPUOAKHE HE OBII0 HUKAKOTO OTBETA, U JaxKe IPSAb BOJIOC, TI0X0XKasi Ha JTYHHBIN
CBET, UCY€e3J1a BHYTPH.

— Ecnu TH He OTBeYaelllb, S CYUTal0, YTO TH coriaceH, CupeH!

— CupeH, CupeH, s 0eUCTBUTEJILHO CUUTAI0, UTO THl COTJIaceH!

— Xoporio, criacu6o, Cupen! Thl TaKo¥ OOOPHIY ¥ BETMKOAYIIHBIM BlIagbiKa!

BHYTpu TpuOakHBI, OCBEIIEHHON AParoleHHEIMU KaMHSIMH, CHpeH JIerOHbKO IIOHIOXAl CBOU IIaJIbIIHL.
KpoBs aToro uenoseka... [IToMuMo cnagocTy, Kak BO CHe, OHa cofepKalia CUIly, KOTOPYIO OH He MOT
pacmo3HaTh. OHa OblJTa MOIIHOM, HO HE3HAKOMOM.

OHa He TpUHajIexkasaa 3TOMY MHUDY.

OH c710BHO BUMAET BlIafieNiblla 3TOM CHUJIEI PAHbIIE, HO, KaXXeTCs, He BUIE.

OH cnerka HaxmypuJcs. Korga xe 3To O5LI0...

Mope B3BOITHOBAIOCH U3-3a €T0 HEMOBONILCTBA, 1 CUCTEeMHBIM KOT, cufsl Ha BepaHMe, 3aMEeTHUI
BHe3allHOe N3MeHeHNe BeTpa U 3a0exkas B KOMHaTy. Ero jansl Hadanu xjiomnaTh 1o mekam [1u FOs:

— I'poza! Moxnw! ITopa cobupats Genbe!

[ITu FO#, pa30yKeHHEIN 3TUM, C TPYIOM HaIléN TeedoH u mocMoTpen Ha BpeMs. Ero Teprnenue
JIOIIHYJIO:

— Twt 6ombHOM?! Jii?! A cman Bcero Tpu yaca! Ceiiyac TOJIBKO ceMb yTpa!

— U kaxkoe BooOi1e 6ense?! Tul BooOIIIe 0 uém?!

CucrtemHubid Kot cen Ha rpynb [Iu KOs, ero mymmcTeY XBOCT pa3MaxuBajl U3 CTOPOHHEL B CTOPOHY,
noka IlTu FO# ¢ pasmpaxeHueM He cOpocun ero. KoT HeqoBoIbHO MSIYKHY ¥ CKa3aJl:

— Hy, Bcé paBHO mopa KopMuTh pei0y! HeBaxkHO, BcTaBail! A, 1a, ¥ KOTa TOXKe Hafgo MOKOPMHUTB!

IIu HO11: ...

3aTeM oH oTnpaBun CucteMHoMy Koty MeM ¢ Hapnuchio: «Kak Thl BOOOIIE CMeeIb?».

Kot He oOpaTtus Ha 3T0 BHUMaHUS 1 1oBepHYcs K [IIu O 3amoM, SBHO HaMepeBasiCh CECTb eMy Ha
JIALO, ecnu TOT He BcTaHeT. 1lIu FOii, B3OOXHYB, MOTHSAJICS, YMBIJICA U, KaK TOJIBKO IIOCTaBUJI PUC Ha



IITUTY, TIOJIy4YUJI BUOEOBEI30B 0T cBoero OpaTta [Iu I3e:

— 9i, A IO, TBOU IOCHUIKH, BCETO AEeCATh ITYK? Hudero He mponycTumn?

JTumo IIIu L13e BbIpaxkano gocapy. OH oyMa, 4To IIOCHIIOK OYIeT ABe-TPH, HO KOT/Ia IPHIIEN B IIYHKT
BBIJAUM, €My yKa3alld Ha Ky4y B yTTIy:

— Bor, 370 BCE.

Iu II3e: ...

A 3aTeM Kyphep, He TTsaas, OPOCUTT elllé aBe MOCHIIKY Ha 3Ty Ky4y.

u 3e: ...?7?7?

Heyxenu TOMbKO AEBYIIKY JTIOOST MOKYIATh BEIy OHIalH?!

[MTockombKy Bermed 6r110 cauimkoM MHOTO, IIu 113e pemun mo3BouuTs [Iu K010, 4TOOH yTOYHUTE, BCE
JIM Ha MecCTe.

[ITu FOii mompocuI om0k aaTh, IPoBepu TenedoH u o0Hapyxui, 4yTo JD cerogus cpaboTan 04eHb
onepatuBHO. OH 3aKa3a/l HECKOJIbKO OBITOBLIX Belllell BUepa, U Bce yxkKe Nnpubwio. HeBeposTHas
CKOPOCTb.

— IIa, 6pat, BCero mecsiTh, OHU MOBOJILHO TSKENbIE, U3BUHY, — CMYIIEHHO ybIOHYCs [IIu 0. —
MHe He CpOYHO, MOXKeIllb TPHBE3TH, Kornma Oymelb poe3kaTh MAMO, He 0053aTeIbHO CIIeuaibHO
exaTh... MoxeT, BeuepoM? [Ipue3xkaii KO MHe Ha YKUH ¥ OCTaHbCA Ha HOYL? Y MeHd yooOHee, 4eM
Ha TBOEM Kopalie.

[Iu [13e oriasgHyICsS U TUXO BRIPYTracy:

— HeyxXenu TH BCE elll€ MBITAeIIbCs BTIHYTh MEHS B CBOU fiejia?

[IIu KO# cMyIIEHHO 3aCMeSICS:

— BpaT, g He 3aHHMAalOCh YeM-TO HE3aKOHHBIM.

[Iu 113e mogymas U OTBETHUIIL:

— JlagHo, Torfa s pueny BeuepoM. CeromHsi Ha Kopa0biie s OOuH, TakK YTO He TOTOBb MHOTO.



— Horoopunuck, — orBeTun 1llu FOi, u OHKM 3aKOHYUITU PA3TOBOP.

[ITu FOit 6rin B HemoyMeHuu. [1Iu 113e 3aHMMascCst JaJlbHUMHU MOPCKHMU ITIePEBO3KaMH, U Ha ero
Kopabiie 00BIYHO OBIIO TPY MMOMOIIHKUKA. A CEerOgHs OH OOUH? JTO Xe HeBO3MOxKHO! [laxe ceTh He
CMOXKeIIb OTYCTUTb.

Ero Opart Bcé eIné mogo3peBasi, YTO OH 3aHMMAETCS YeM-TO He3aKOHHEIM.

Cucremuniii Kot 3alIPBITHYII Ha KYXOHHBII;I CTOJI 1 TOPOIINII:

— BricTpee, s ronopeH! Th 4TO, XOUelllb YMOPUTh CBOETO TIOOMMOT'0 KOTa T'0JI0f0M?

[Tu FO#1 pa3mpaxK€HHO 3aKaTU Ila3a:

— Ecnu 4eCcTHO, Thl MOXKEIIlb OBITD YBE€PEH, 9YTO 3TO He BOIIPOC.

Kot ¢QriprHY:

— Benu ce6s npunuyuHo! C TaKUM OTHOILIEHUEM ThI HEe 3aCITyXKUIIh TAITMHOMN JI00BHU.

— CeropHs y Hac Genbli puc, — cephe3Ho cKasan IIu FOit. — Bac 3To ycTpauBaeT?
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