BCKOpe BC€ 3aCTHIJIN B U3YMJIEHNH, Ha6mo;1a5{, KaK CTad KOCATOK OKPYZKHUJIa UX.

[Vx TBI! 30ech melcTBUTENBHO MHOTO Togei! |

[3i1, a moueMy paHbIle JTIOOU HE ITO3BOJISIM HaM IOJOUTH? ]

[HeBaxkHO, maBaiiTe cKopee 0OHUMAThCs! ]

[ITu FO# cmyméHHO Habmomas, Kak HECKOIBKO Y€JI0BEK OKAa3a/IuCh B IIEHTPe BHUMaHUS KOCATOK, HO B
€ero rojioBe OyIieBaja MaHUKa:

— Cucrema, cucteMa! [TepBrili ypoBeHb TpeBoru! He3aBUCHMO OT TOTO, YTO MOTpebyeTcs,
HeMeJIEHHO CIIPsSYb TpUuTOHa! BO3MOXKHO, Clofa TOOHUMAIOTCS ouiliaabHble nuial

CucteMub KOT cpa3dy MOHAJ, 4YTO [eJI0 II10XO0!

Y10 9T0 03HAYAIO0?!

Ecnu odpunmanbHbe THIIA IOTHUMYTCS Ha IaBy4yio GepMy, OHM 00HapyXKaT TPUTOHA, a 3TO 3HAYMUT,
yTo ero u [llu KOst 3a6epyT Ha npoBepky. U Torma Illu KO, 3TOT mopiel], He CTaHET ero 3allUIIaTh.
Bo3MoxkHO, OH gaxe OymeT paj IPOBECTH OCTATOK XKU3HU IOf IIPUCMOTPOM BJIaCTel UM, BHE3AIIHO
OXBa4YeHHBIY MAaTPUOTUYECKUM IIBIJIOM, KPUKHET «3a PoguHy!» U ¢ pagocThio IIpenact ero!

9TO 03HaYaso, YTO €ero CHOBa 3aKPOIOT!

Tak Henb3sa!

Toncrenbkuit CucTeMHbIM KOT MrHOBEHHO PBaHYJI C MECTa, HECSCh K Gecenke, Tie HaXOMUIICS
TPUTOH, U 3a0pajl:

— May—!

TpI/ITOH, JIpeMaBlHI/IfI C 3aKPEITEIMHU T'JIa3aMM, OTKPLBII UX W XOJIOOHO ITOCMOTPEJ Ha KOTa.

[Msy! I1p! He momum, Benmukui, Tebe HyKHO cupsTaThcsi! Ciola IOTHUMAIOTCS JIIOIU OJIsT TPOBEpPKu! ]
— Cucremusii KoT nomsiTasncs mepenaTb CBOM MBICTTA TPUTOHY, HaflesiCh, UTO TOT IIOMMET €T0 U
6/1aropa3yMHO MPHITHET B MOPE, YTOOBI CIIPSITAThCS.

TpI/ITOH CHOBA XOJIOOHO ITOCMOTPE Ha HEro, He IIPOPOHKB HU CJI0OBA, XU 3aKPHIJI I'JIa3a.



— Benukuii? Benukuii?! Benukuii, oTBeTb MHe! Ecnu Te6st yBUOAT OpUIIMaIbHbIE JTHIA, TeOS CXBATST
M pa3pexyT Ha Kycku! — CuctemubI# KoT 0cTOpoxKHO no0aBui.

B cnepytomuit MOMEHT HeBeloMasi CJia CXBaTula KOTa 3a 3arpHMBOK M BEIOpOCHIIa ero u3 6ecepku.

[Msy-msy-msy?!] — Cuctemubit KOT omapaiieHHO OTJISSHYJICS U YBU[EN, YTo B 6ecenke OoJIbIie
HUKOT'O HET.

Tem BpemeneM llu FO#, Gnarogapsl OpyKentoOHOMY OTHOIIEHUIO KOCATOK, CyMen yOeIuTh BOEHHEIX B
CBOeM HEBMHOBHOCTHU. CTapIuy U3 HUX CHesan XKecCT:

— IIpoBenu HAc Ha IUIAaBy4yio Gepmy.

Yenosek, nepxkapmmui [1Iu KOs 3a pyKy, ocabun XBaTKy ¥ CKa3all:

— IepXuCh 3a MEHsI, s MPOBeNy TeOs.

[Iu FOii cMyIIEHHO YIBIOHYICS:

— He HyXHO... { MOTy IPOKaTUTLCA Ha KOCATKE.

Bce:

— .77

[ITu O cBUCTHYN, U MaJieHbKasi KocaTKa MOAMNJIbIIA K HEMY, BPE3aBIINCh B €70 PACKPHIThIE 00bATUS
¥ JIaCKOBO IIOTEPEBIIUCH O HETO.

[Henosek! Myp-myp-myp!]

[Tu FOit mo3BONUII €Ml TOTEPEeTHCS, 3aTeM B300pasics Ha CIMHY KocaTKu. MajieHbKas KocaTKa

TIOCJIYIIIHO OTYCTHJIACh UyTh HUXKE, YTOOBI OH MOT yIOOHO YCEeCThCS Ha HeH, U, CIIe[ys ero CBUCTY,
HaIlpaBUJIACh K IIJIaBy4e pepme.

K cuacTsio, KocaTku oka3anuch ymMHEIMU. Korma Iy FO# paHbilie TI0BUJI ¢ HUMHU PHIOY, OH
oIrpPo00BaT YIPaBiIsiTh UMHU C IIOMOIIBIO0 CBUCTKA. Te, KTO MPaBUIbHO BHITIOTHSIN KOMaH/IH,
TI0JTy4asy peI0y B Harpaay, a Te, KTO OIubaIich, 0CTaBanuch 6e3 yromienus. OHu OBICTPO TIOHSTIH,
yero xoueT IIu KO, 1 nHOTOA HaXKe OTKIMKAJIKUCh Ha ero CBUCT.

[leiiCTBUTENbHO, 0YEeHb YMHBIE CyIIecTBa!

[Iu KO# 006paTHiICS K OCTaIbHBEIM:

— IToxanyiicTa, OymbTe OCTOPOXKHEI C XBOCTAMH KOCATOK — OHM TOXKe OymyT u3beraTh Bac, HO BCET/ia



€CTh BEPOSATHOCTD CJ'Iy‘-I&fIHOCTPI... BrI monuMaere.

JTiomu, monroe BpeMsi paboTaBIIie B BOe, ECTECTBEHHO, MOHSIN ero u KuBHYH. [Tog cBuct [Iu KOs
rpynna KocaTOK Hadajla COIIPOBOXK[ATh UX K IJIaBy4Yel ¢pepMe, U HEKOTOPhIE U3 HUX, HE
yIepKaBIINUCh, TAUKOM TEPJIUChH O HUX.

WHorpa ux mIaBHUKYM KaCallMCh Te JI0fel, HHOTOa OHU JIETOHBKO TOJIKANIM UX OJI0OBAMH, YTO
BEITJIA0EJIO OYE€HBb MUJIO.

ITo Mepe HpI/IGJ'II/I}KeHI/IH K (bepMe eeé 04YepTaHusd IMOCTEIIeHHO ITPOABUIINCE IIepenq BCEMU.

Pa3BeBaromuiica mof CBETOM (iar YCIOKOHUI JII0Oel, HO OHU OCTaHOBUJIUCE:

— JlagHo, MBI He OyeM MOJHUMATLCS — I'Iy00KOe MOope OIacHoO, ¥ BIIpeNb He Urpay Tak C
KocaTkaMu. OHUM He 3HAIOT MEepPHI, ¥ eC/IM 3aTalaT Te0s B TITyOMHbI, Thl OKaXKeIIhCs B OMTAaCHOCTH.

[Iu Ou, cups Ha CIIMHE MaleHbKOUW KOCATKM, YIUBUIICS:

— Pa3 yx npuminu, mouyeMy Obl He OOHSTHCS ¥ HE BBHIIIUTH BOMHI IIEPEN TEM, KaK YUTH?

Crapummii u3 HUX, TS5 Ha POCKOIITHBEINA 0COOHSK, BHIIEISIBIIUNCS CPEIU ITyCTHIHHOTO MOPS, ITOKaYall
TOJIOBOM:

— Her, y Hac ecTs 3afanue.

— 999... Jlaguo. — Ilu KO# KUBHY, ¥ JIIOAW BCTABWIN KUCIIOPOOHEIE TPYOKHU B POT, HEIPHYJIX B BOAY,

¥ CBeT UX [ABUTATEeJIeN 0TPa3uIcsd B BOLe, CO3[aBasi CBETSIIYI0CS JOPOXKKY. OHU OBICTPO UCYE3TU U3
BULIY.

HeckombKo KOCATOK, Ka3aaoCh, ObIIH YOUBJIEHEI, IIOYEMY JIIOOU YIIJIX, X, HE BEPSA CBOUM I'Jla3dM,
IIOBEPHYIJINCE U IIOCJIEA0BAJIM 3da HUMH, CJIIOBHO OXPaHAA WX HUJIK IIPOCTO Ha6n10na;{.

[ITu FOi1, Habmiogasi, Kak CBET IIOf BOHOM yHanseTcs, BLEITEP JIUIO ¥ TI03Bal:

[Cucwu, BCE B IOpsAAKe, OHU He TTOJHUMYTCH. ]

[Ox, "y u xoporIro.] — orBeTun CucteMmusii Kot. [KcTaTH... TPUTOH IPHITHYT B MOpe. ]

[U uT0?] — Bo3pa3un Iu 0.

CucrteMHBIM KOT mOMOTYas, mpexae 4eM CKa3aTk:

[Ecnu oH He BEpHETCS B TedeHHe 12 4acoB, cucTeMa aBTOMATHYECKU COUYTET, YTO OH YIIEN



MOOPOBOJILHO... 1 HECKOJIBKO TBOUX 3aJaHUi IPOBAJISITCS. ]

[... UépT mobepmu.]

B 9TOT MOMEHT KOCATK{ BHE3aIIHO OCTAHOBUIIKCE, ¥ UTO-TO XOJIOMHOE cxBaTuio Il 05 3a JTOOBIKKY.
OH MHCTHHKTHBHO ITIOCMOTPEJ BHU3 ¥ YBU/IEJI, KaK ITOM BOIOM CBEePKAeT CepeOPUCTHIM CBeT. TPUTOH
CMOTPEJ Ha Hero, ero cepedpHCThie BOJIOCH PACTPENakCh, a Tla3a MOMHAINCh BBepX. KpacuBhIi,
KOHEYHO, HO GOJIbIIIe TIOX0XKHUH Ha BOOSHOTO, IIPUIIEIIEro 3a TYIIOH.

— Yépr! — Buipyrancs u KO#. Bygyuu B MOIOZOCTH CMEJTLIM ITapHEM, OH MOT CMOTPETh «3BOHOK»
[0 OBYX YacOB HOYH, a IIOTOM IepeTH K «[IpoKIITUIO», HO, IOB3POCTIEB, OH CTaJl 00SITHCS HaxkKe
CJIOBa «IIPUBHUIECHME». YBUIEB CTPAIIHYI0 KAPTHHKY B COIICETSX, OH TYT XK€ PYTrascs, XKaJI0BaJICsI U
6rmokupoBan e€. Terneps Ke TPUTOH HAIyTall €ro A0 MOIyCMepPTH.

OH MHCTHHKTHUBHO IOMKITAJICS YIAPUTh HOTOM IO JINIy TPUTOHA, HO TOT, CJIerKa YIRIOHYBIINCE, CHIIOH
cOpocun [Iu FOst co CIUHBI KOCATKHU.

— Vyy—? Vyy—!

ManenbKasa KocaTKa U3fajla HeLOyMEHHBIN 3BYK:

[Cupena! Jltogu ke xpynkue! Tsl He MOXKelllb Tak UX TamuTh! Babylrka roBopuia, YTO y HUX MOTYT
cioMaThCs KocTtu! ]

[BepHO, MaMa rOBOpPHIIA, UTO TaK [e/laTh HEJIb3s, MOXKXHO OTOPBATh KOHEYHOCTH OT TEeJIa, KaK IJIaBHUK
y puiObt! OH He oTpacTeT!]

[IIu KO# oka3ascs B BOME, B XOJIOMHBEIX 00BATHAX TPUTOHA. OH IBITAJICS BEIPBATHCS, HO, PE3KO
OKa3aBIINCh B BOAE, ero OKPYXKUJIK MHOXKECTBO IIPO3PAYHBIX Ty3bIPbKOB. OH OTKPHII POT, ¥ U3 HETO
BLIPBAJIaCh LIeTI04YKa My3bIPHKOB.

KocaTku, OKpYKUBIIIME TPUTOHA, TUXO BOPYAJIH, CIIOBHO IIPOTECTYS.

[O met! YesnoBexk ToHeT!]

[CupeHa, otiycTu yenoBeka! OH YyTOHET U yMpET!]

Tputon He oTmycTun lIu FOs, a MPOCTO CITIOKOWHO IepKaj ero — XOTsI, CKopee, 3TO ObIJI0 TOX0XKe Ha
yIposy.

[Iu FOu scHO YyBCTBOBAJI, HACKOJIBKO OCTPEL OBLTH KOT'TH, BIIUBIIKECS B €TI0 CIINHY.



ManeHnbKas KocaTKa CKa3aja:

[Cupena! OTtu mogu He ¢ HUM! OH IIPOCTO CIIy4alHO BCTPETU UX, Urpas ¢ Amu!]

[Bepuo! 4 y3Hato ux ogexay! Ouu 3amuiaioT Hac! OfHaXK OB PEIXKEBOJIOCHIM YETIOBEK YAAPUIl MEHS
YeM-TO, & OHU 3aCTYIIUIIKUCh 3a MeHs!]

[CupeHna, oriyctu 3Toro yenoBeka! OH yMpéeT!]

YcmpimaB 3T0, TPUTOH pa3kai 00bsaTHs, M03BoauB [11u KO0 BCIIBITE HAa ITOBEPXHOCTD.

Ero XBOCT cjerka OBUHYJICS, ¥ OH HAIIPABHUJICS K IIJIaBy4Yel pepme.

[lTu FOs1 mopHSIM KOCATKK, KOTOPEIE OKPYXKUJIU €r0, TUX0 BOPYa, CJIOBHO yTemas ero. OH HECKOJIBKO
pa3 KalUIgHyI, BEIIJIEBEBasS MOPCKYIO BOMY, IIOMIABIIYIO B AbIXaTe/IbHEIE TyTH. [Ipuns B cebs, OH CHSI
CBOI0 MaWKy ¥, IEPEBEPHYB €€, YBUET, YTO Ha CIIMHE OCTAJICS JIMHHEIN pa3pe3. IMeHHO 4epe3 Hero
pyKa TPUTOHA MPOHUKJIA BHYTPb.

YéptoB TpuToH! Jlyuie Ok OH criac cobaky!

Cobaka x0T OBI BUJIsiIa OBl XBOCTOM!

Xorts, mopyMas, [IIu FO# mocMoTpen Ha cepeOpUCTHIM CBET, MeNlbKaBIlnii Boanu. Hy, 3TOT TpUTOH
TOXKE BUJISIET XBOCTOM.
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