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Isaub o Bomesn B KaOMHET, HECS IIOTHOC C YaeM.

B rosoBe KpyTuiach UL OfHA MEIC]Ib, ¥ Ta — HEIeH3ypHasa. ITO NeHCTBUTEILHO NMIIePAaTOPCKUM
nBopelr? IToueMy 3mech BCE Tak... CIyCTs pyKaBa? Heyxenaw COTPYOIHUKOB — TO €CTh CIIyT —
OTIIPABJISAIOT Ha paboTy 6e3 Maseiiero HHCTPyKTaxa?

«Heyxenu COTPYTHUKOB — TO €CTh CIIYT — OTIPABJISIOT Ha PaboTy 6e3 Majelero HHCTpyKTaxa?»

Ila, OH BCero NUIIb AOJIKEH MofaaTh 4Yaii. Ho Bemp ¥ y 9TOM IPOLeAypPLl HaBepPHSIKa €CTh CBOU
IIpaBuUJjia, IEPEMOHNH, HIOAHCHL... A OH He 3HaJI POBHEIM CYETOM HUYETO.

3a CeromHSIUIHNUM JEeHb HAa HET0 0OPYLINIOCH CTOJIBKO IIOTPSICEHUH, YTO I0HOIIA C YAUBIIEHUEM
0CO3HaJ: OH HayaJl IPUBLIKaTh. Byps B Ayllle, MOJHSABINASICS IIOCTIE U3BECTUS O MOTIaflaHUY B IPYTroi
MUD, YTHUXJIa, CMEHUBIIKUCH CTPAHHLIM OllerieHeHreM. CTapasich He BHIATh BOJTHEHUS, OH ITOIBITAICS
BOCKPECUTD B ITaMSTH Kafiphl U3 UCTOPUUECKUX CepuanoB. [[0YTUTENIbHO CKIIOHUBIINCDH, KaK
nogo0ao eBHYXY, OH MOJOLIEN K UMIIEPATOPy U IPOTSHYI €My YallKy.

ToT... Jaxe He IIEJIOXHYJICS.

Iz AHb He yOOCTOUJI €r0 U MUMOJIETHBEIM B3T/Is1H0M. OH IIPOJOJIKaJj IpoCMaTpUBaTh JOHECEHUS,
OIHOBPEMEHHO BIIOJ/IyXa CJIylllas OTYeT YNHOBHUKA.

OxkazaBmuCH COBCEM psAmoM, LIssHb 0 HaKOHEI[ paCCbIlian, 0 YeM UOET PeUb.

— Bce Te, KTO OTKPEITO CBsA34dH C CeObMBIM... IIPpUYaCTHREIE K 3aTrOBOPY, YXKe 6pOI.T.IeHBI B TIOPEMEI.
OcTanbHBIe HAXOOATCS IOM CIIEICTBUEM. ..

OOcyxXpmany yTpeHHUN MITeX.

[lepepn rna3aMu IOHOIIM CHOBA BCIUIBUIM GarpsiHbie peKYW KPOBH B TIaBHOM 3aiie. ... 4elloBex mepen
HUM.

I/IMr[epaTop YZXKe I1epeogecs. BmecTo IMapagHOTro obJrayeHus: Ha HeM OBIJIO HeuTo Oosee IIpocToe,
OoMalllHee, HO BCE TeX XKe YEePHO-KPACHEIX TOHOB. ITo IMOOOJIY 30JIOTBIMU HUTAMUA OBITTIH BBIIITHTHI
NAaTUIIaIble JPaKOHBI — CUMBOIJI, HpHBBaHHBIfI TMMOOYEPKHYTE €TI0 HETOCSATaeMbIU CTaTycC.

BrIrnsigen rocymaph CIIOKOMHee, Y4eM BO ABoOpIle LISHEMUH, THEB IIOKKAHYJI €ro JIUI0, ONHAKO OpoBU
OCTaBaJIUCh CYPOBO HaXMypPEHHBIMHU. JIeBOM PYKOM OH — TO JIM HaMePEHHO, TO JIU HEOCO3HAHHO —
CJIeTKa MacCHpPOBa BUCOK.



— H3MeHa KapaeTcs CMepPThIO, U TOIIakl 3ech OBITh HEe MOXKeT. OMHAKO JIUIIh 10 OCHOBHOMY
CIIMCKY ITOA03PEBAEMBIX MTPOXOASAT COTHU JIIOHEeH, He TOBOPS YKe 0 IPHUYACTHBIX KOCBeHHO. Eciu
Ka3HUTb BCEX, CUET MOoUaeT Ha Teicsiuyu. KakoBa OymeT Bosst Bamrero BenuuecTsa?..

I]:[Ol"OBOpI/IB, CAaHOBHUK 3aMOJI49all B O2KUOAaHUHU IIPUTOBOPA.

Ho oTBeTa He mociemoBano. MyK4uHa I IIPOMOIXKAJ BOOUTH KUCTHIO TI0 OyMare. SpKo-KpacHas
KWHOBAPb JI02KUIACh Ha CBUTOK, BHI3HIBAsl HEBOJIbHEIE aCCOIHAIMY C 3AIEKINEHCS KPOBBIO.

Pa3 HMIIEPATOP MOJI4aJl, YMHOBHHUK HE CMEJI IIPDOPOHUTHL HU CJIOBA. B kabuneTte BOLIapHIIaCh TAXKeJlasd,
3BEHAIllas THIIWHA.

U B sTOT MOMeHT LgHb Ao YCIEBIAI 9aCThI€, CyMaTOIMHBI€ XJIOIIKW KPEITIHEB.

[ToBepHYB TOIOBY Ha 3BYK, OH 3aMeTHJI HEMOJaIeKy MOBEIIeHHYI0 30JI0TYI0 KJIeTKY. BHyTpu 6unach
MaJleHbKas IITHYKa. Ha eé ytanke BUCesIa TOHKAs IEII0YKa, He JaBaBIlas IJIEHHUIE B3JIeTEeTh.

Lisiub S0 oxXupan yBUOETh KaKy0-HUOYOb 9K30THYECKYIO IIEBYYIO IITHUILY, TOCTOMHYIO OBOPIIA, HO,
IIPUCMOTPEBIINCH, OTEIINII. B 30JI0THIX IPYThSIX TOMUIICS OOBIYHBIN CEphIA BOPOOEii.

«Bopobeii? KTo B 3mpaBoM yMe CTaHET OepKaTh B KIETKE BOPOOhS?»

He ycmen oH gogyMaTh 9Ty MbIC/Ib, KaK TUIINHY HAPYLIUI PE3KUM CTYK. 3BYK ObLI HETPOMKUM, HO B
0e3MOJIBHOM IIOMEIIeHUY OH IIPO3By4a Of00HO BEICTPETY.

FOHoIIIa B3OPOTHY ¥ YBUMEI, YTO TOCYIaph BEPHYI KWHOBAPHYIO KHCTh Ha MOAOCTaBKy. OOHAKO PYKY
He yOpaJ: ero maibllsl MEPHO MIOCTYKHUBAIH 110 6e710My He(PHUTY, CTOBHO OH B3BEIIMBAIT YbIO-TO
cynn0y.

Crosuirii Ha KOJIEHSIX YNHOBHUK, CJIOBHO IIpeq4YyBCTBYA UCXOM, €dBa CJIBIIIHO, C OTTEHKOM CKOp6HOFO
CMHUDPEHUS, BEIDOXHYIT:

— Bame Bennuectso...

B CIIedYIOIIYIO CEKYHOY MY2K4YHWHa HAKOHEIl 3arOBOPHUII.

— Ka3Hures.

Xots Lsgub do yKe BUOEI ero XKeCTOKOCTh B fiefie, 9TOT KOPOTKUM IIPUTOBOP, OPOIIEHHBIN BCKOJIb3b,
CHOBA ITOTPSIC ero o riayOuHs! gy, OgHO KOPOTKOe CII0BO — U THICSIYM JKU3HEH OyayT 000pPBaHHI.



Pyka IOHOILIK HEPOU3BONIEHO APOTHYIA.

Yamika 3BSIKHYJIa O ITIOMHOC — TOHKUM, efiBa Pa3/IMuUUMBIN 3BYK, HO BCJIE[ 3a HUM Karlljis 4as
copBaJiach Yepe3 Kpay, pacIibiBasich OJIeIHBIM MATHOM Ha ¢papdope.

LisHb 0 MTHOBEHHO BOCCTAHOBHII paBHOBeCHE, HO ObLI0 M0o3mHO. OH MpuBIeK K cebe BHUMAHMUE.
Tsi:kenbIit B30p 00paTUiCsS Ha HeTo.

He 3Has MECTHRIX IIPaBHUII ¥ 3TUKETA, IOHOIAd Ha OOHUX WHCTUHKTAX PYXHYJI Ha KOJIEHH.

W TyT XKe MOHSII, KaKyo omubKy coBepinuia. OT pe3KOro ABUKEHUS HAIIMTOK BHIIIJIECHYIICS elle
cunbHee. [ITHO Ha OOHOCE POCIIO, ¥ Kak Obl LIsgHb F0 HU cTapancs YHATh APOXKb, PYKH XONUIIN
XOIyHOM.

[Tmox. [Tnrox.

CII0BHO 110 KOMaHIe, CIIy2KaHKW U €BHYXHU 3ad IIOPOTOM TOXKE ITOBAJIUJIUCh HHUII.

Iaxe Bopo6eil B KJIETKE, CJIOBHO ITOYYSIB HEJIA[HOE, 3aMep, IIPEBPATUBIINCH B CEPHI KOMOYEK. B
KaOMHEeTe CTalo MEPTBEHHO THUXO.

«Kone1».

LisHb o0 cMOTpen Ha CBOM TPSICYIIMECS PYKH, U B TOJIOBe OUIIOCH TOJIBKO 3TO CJI0BO. Brpouew,
AIpoKasu He TOJIBKO OHU — €ero KOJIOTUJIO BceM TejloM. Yail Ha MOJHOCe yKe IIpeBpaTuics B
HEOIPATHYIO JIyXKY.

OH 3aXXMYPHIICS, B y2Kace 0XKHUIAsT YCIIbIIIaTh POKOBOE «Ka3HUTh» Y2Ke B CBOM ampec.

OmHaKo CIy4YUI0oCh HEUTO HEepeBUAeHHOE. B mone ero 3penus mnosiBuiach 61eqHas pykKa ¢ TOHKUMU
nanbiamMu. OHa YBepPEeHHO B3siia YallKy.

910 OBlNa KpacuBas KUCTh: AJIMHHBIE TTAJIbIIH, TUIIEHHBIE U3NIUIITHEH U3SIIHOCTH, IIOKPHITHIE
CTaphIMU IIpaMaM# — BEPOSITHO, CIIEICTBYAE MHOTOJIETHAX TPEHUPOBOK C opyxkueM. OTMeTHHEI He
TIOPTUIIM €€, HAIIPOTUB, MPUIABaIX 00IUKY UMIIepPaTOPa CyPOBYI0 BOMHCTBEHHOCTD.

JTO0...

LsHb d0 B M3yMI€HUU MTOOHSI TOJIOBY.

MY}K‘{I/IHEI COeJiall TJIOTOK U, OIIYCTUB I''la3a, IIOCMOTPEII IIPSAMO Ha HErO.



— OcThin.

Ha sToT pa3 peaknus Ilsiap o Opna OBICTPEE.

— 41... HeT, 3TOT pab... — OH 3aMHYJICS, MPUCIOCabIuBasCh K HOBOM Ponu. — JTOT pab ceiuac
IIPUHECET HOBHIH.

OH x0Ten OBIJI0 BCKOYHUT, HO, 3aME€THB, 9YTO OCTAJIbHEIE CIIYT'H HE IIEBEJISATCsA, 3aMEP B
HEPEUINTEIIbHOCTU XU CHOBA OIIYCTHUJICA HaA KOJIEHH.

EnBa OH KOCHYJICS TI0/1a, KaK CBEPXY HOHECTIOCH:

— Xopotiio.

XoropHas 4alllka BepHyIach Ha nmogHoc. ®Papdop CTYKHYI 0 IOACTAaBKY, ¥ JaJOHU IOHOIIN CHOBA
IpemaTenbCKy 3apoxkani. [IpeBo3moras c1aboCTh, OH MOTHSJICS U MOCIEI!I BOH, YTOOR CMEHUTD
HaIMIUTOK.

Korpa oH BepHYJICS C HOBO# IMopuKel, YAHOBHUKA B KaOuHeTe yxKe He OBII0. Y UMIIepaTOPCKOTO
CTOJIa ocTasics nuilb [y AHB, IOTPYKEHHBIN B U3y4YEeHUE CBUTKOB.

Lsaub Ao mogomien 6muxke. Ha 9TOT pa3 OH He CTall MEIIUTh: OMYCTUBIINCEH Ha KOJIEHHU, OH TOMHSII
IIOOHOC Ha[ T'0JIOBOH, IIOOHOCS Yau.

Ho rocymaps He IpuTpoHyJca K HeMy. OH He oOpallian Ha CIIyr'y HUKaKOr0 BHUMaHUS — TO JIX
e’ CTBUTEIILHO OB 3aHAT, TO JIU HaMEPEHHO U3[eBasICs.

2KupgkocTh OBICTPO OCTHIBaJIA. [171eYn ¥ PyKu I0HOIIX 3aTEKIIH, JIOMOTa CTAHOBUIIACh HEBRHIHOCUMOM,
HO OH He CMeJI ONYCTUTD ITOMHOC, CLIETINB 3yOHl ¥ TEPIISl OO MOCTIETHETO.

Korga Lsup Ao OBLT YZXKe Ha I'PaHU TOTO, YTOOBI COPBATBCA U PA3PEIOATECA OT 0omu u HaIIpA2KEHNU I,
MyXK4YKMHa HaKOHEITl 3allleBEeJINJICS. OH 0THOXKUI KWHOBAPHYIO KUCTh M B34JI YallIKy.

A 3aTeM MpHUCTaIbHO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HETO.

YyBCcTBO, KOTfia Te0ST OIIeHUBAIOT, CAaMO 110 ce0e HEeTPUSITHO, a eCJIM 3TO AeflaeT THPAH, YCIeBIIUM
OCTaBUTh HEUITIAOUMBIN CJIe[l B TBOEH IMaMSTH B IIEPBYIO K€ MUHYTY 3HAKOMCTBA — 3TO IBITKA. XOTS
IOHOIIIA He ITOAHMMAJ T'OJIOBHI, OH KOXKel OIIyIajl 3TOT B3TJISAM: TSIXKeJIbIH, TUIKUX, IPOIYIEIBAOIINI
€ro [I0MM 3a [II0¥MOM, CJIOBHO S3BIK 3M€eHU, BEIOUPAIOIIKii MECTO [JIT CMEPTEIbHOT0 YKyCa.

sab 0 He mOHUMAT, 4eM 3aCIyKHMJI TaKO€ BHUMaHNE, U JINIIb CTaPaJiCAd CKJIOHUTLCSA €I1e HUuXKe.



PaHa Ha I11ee, ocTaB/IeHHAsI MEYOM, BCE ellle CafHuIa. HaCKopo 3aTAHYBIIAACA KOPOYKa JIOIIHYJIa OT
HalIpA2KEeHUA, U TOHKAasa CprﬁKa KPOBHM CHOBaA ITOIIOJI3JIa BHHU3, KCY€3asd IIOA BOPDOTHHUKOM 3€JIEHOTO
OfesdHUs €BHYyXa.

u Aub mpocnenun B3TISA0M 3a 9TOU anoi JOPOXKKOM.

OH ITOCTABHUII YAIlIKy C OCTHIBIIUM YaeM M MOJIYa CO3epIiaj KOJIeHOMPeKIOHEeHHYI0 QUurypy.

[IpocTo eBHYX.

EBHYXO0B BO [IBOpIiEe OBIIIO BEIMKOE MHOXKECTBO — OHU CHOBAJIM TOBCIONY, CYETIMBLIE U HEB3PAYHEIE,
TOYHO MypPaBbH B IEUTH. [ AHBb He 3aIIOMHUHAI UX JIUI], 32 UCKITIOYEHUEM HECKOJIbKUX
IPUOIUKEHHBIX.

It Hero Bce OHU OBUIM Ha OJHO JIMIIO: TOJ000CTPACTHEIE, COTOEHHBIE, C BEYHO OMYIIeHHBIMU
rna3amu. COTHUM pa3HBIX JIIOAEHN, CIMBAIOIIUXCS B OOHY O€3TUKYI0 Maccy.

Ho cerognas B aToM CJIyre OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI HEYTO MHOE.

Korpa Otpen Xonopuoro KnuHKa yCTpOUII pe3HIO B 3ajie LISHbMUH, )KUBBIX TaM OCTAThCS HE JOJIKHO
6v110. Ho, IOMHSB TOIOBY, UMIIEPATOP YBUEI 9TOT'0 MaIb4HIIKY.

Ha Bup emy ObIJIO JTeT OeBITHAOIATh — OETOKOXKUH, XPYIKKM, TOUTH 00JI€3HEHHO YMCTHIH U
KpacuBbiii. OH BHTJISIAEN YyXKEPOIHO CPedy OKPOBABJIEHHEIX CTEH. B ero rira3ax 3acThlT HEMOU yX&Kac
— TaK CMOTPHT 3asll, CIyYaiHO 3aCKOYUBIINY Ha IICAPHIO, eIlle He 0CO3HaB, YTO ero XKeT.

[Toutu Muno. Ho 0CTaBISATh €ro B JKUBBIX OBIJIO HEJIh3S.

[TycTh 0 BOCCTaHUM €ro HUKYeMHOTro OpaTHIIKU CKOpPO y3HaeT Bcs [TomHebecHast, 3TO He 3HAYMIIO,
YTO UMIIEPATOP XKeJlal OCTABMISATh CBUIETENIeN CeroOgHSIITHETO IT030pa.

B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB... HNMIIEPATOPCKasA CEMbA IIPEBHIIIE BCETO NOPOZKUT CBOMM JIMIIOM.

OH o6HaXuJI Me4 U HalpaBUJICA K IOHOIIIE.

B 970 GBIJIO TPYOHO ITOBEPUTH, 3HAS €r0 penyTamuio, Ho Llu Aub He mo6un yoruBaTh. OH JII0OUIT HEYTO
WHOEe — BKYC CTpaxa TeX, KTO CTOMT Ha II0PoTe HeOBITHS.

EMy HpaBuiIoch HaGI0aTh, KaK OHM [I0JI3al0T B HOTaX, 3ax/1e0bBasiCh ClIe3aMu 1 Moiasbamu. Yem
HCTOLIHEe OHM B3LIBAJIA K MUJIOCEPIHUIO, TEM OueBHHEee Oblyla X J102Kb. ECIIM 3arisHyTh B X AYIIH,
3a MaCKOH IMOKOPHOCTH BCETfa CKPLIBAJIOCh Ge3yMue.



YeMm xKamobHee 3By4YaJIi UX pe4dHu, TeM APOCTHEE OHU ITPOKJIMHAJIN €0 B CBOUX MEICIIAX.
HI/IL[eMepHBIe, THUJIBIE CO3O0aHUMA.

IIa, ox YMeEIJl YUTAaTh MEICJIH.

3TO0T oap — HUJIA IIPOKJIATUE — OBLTI C HUM C CaMOT0 POXOeHus, X0TdA Lu Aub He JIIO0UTT UM
II0JIb30BAThCS. Halle BCEr0 OH CJIBIIIAN JIUITh I'pda3b U IIOPOKH, a IJIaTOH 3a KaX0€e HUCII0JIb30BaHue
Oblyla HEBEIHOCHMAs T0JI0BHAsA 60/1b. CJTIOBHO THICSYM PacCKaJIEHHEBIX UT'JI OJHOBPEMEHHO BOH3aJIUCh B
MO3T.

Ho ceropnsa oH He coepxaics.

Ero coOcTBeHHEIN OpaT TaltHO CTOBOPUIICS C MUHUCTPAMHU, BCTYIIUJII B aJIbSTHC CO CBOEN MaTephIo 1
TTPOBeNT YOUHII TOf BUOOM CJIYT Ha IUP, Hafiesich 3a0paTh ero XX1U3Hb. ITa Ky4YKa 3arOBOPIIMKOB HE
IIPefiCTaBIIsANA YTPO3bl — MUMIIepaToOp PacIpaBUICs C HUMH, faXkKe He 3a[lefiCTBOBaB 3alpeTHYIO
CTpaxy.

[z AHb KOHUYMKOM MeYa IPUIIOHSI Ioa00POoa0oK OpaTa U CIIPOCHI:

— 3auem?

ToT pebeHOK, KOTOPHIM KOT{Ia-To 6erasn 3a HUM XBOCTHKOM, Ha3kiBasi €T0 CTapIIuM OpaToM,
IIpeBpaTHICS B CTaTHOTO 10HOIYy. Ho B ero ria3ax 60blne He OBIIO HU KAl YBaXKEHUST — TOJIBKO
OecKpaiHss IPOCTb U HEHABUCTb.

— [Touemy?! Tl HU BO YTO HE CTaBUIIb OTIA, Tl XUTPOCTHIO BEIPBAJI Y HETO TPOH, JOBET €ro0 10
cMeptu! Thl — TUPaH, IpefaTesb, TH UCTPeOus coOCTBeHHBIX OpaTtheB! Ecnu OBl 1 He BOCCTall, S CTall
Obl cregytomuM. MHe BCE PaBHO CyXKIeHO YMEPETh OT TBOeH pyKu!

I/IMHepaTop MOJI4aJl, I'JIdand B IIOJIHbIE HEHABUCTH I'Jla3a IIPHUHIIA.

CHYCTFI OOJITO€ BPpeM4 OH JIAIIE CIIPOCHII:

— ToI OEeWCTBUTENBHO AyMaelllb, 4To 51 yObio Tebs?

— KoneuHo, yobemurs! Crapimii 6paT, TpeTHH, YeTBEPTHIH, MISATHIN, IIeCTOX — Bce MepTBh! Temepsb
Mos ouepens! K yeMy 3Ta KoMenus? PaHO WK MMO3MHO THI ObI MPUKOHYMUI MEHS, a Telephb y Tebs ecTh
3aKOHHHIM [10BOJ. Tak maBau Xe, Jejlal TO, YTO YMeelllb JIy4llle BCero!

Ll Aub He oTBeTHJ. Ha MUT ero pyka, CKMMaBIllasi Me4, JPOTHYJa, HO OH MTHOBEHHO B35 cebs B
pyku. HUKTO HUYEro He 3aMeTHUII.



Kak HUKTO He 3aMeTHJI ¥ TOTO, YTO ero JIKII0 oOIeIHeI0 OT BHE3AITHOM BCIBIIKY 001H. Pa3ym
TIPOH3UIM THICSYU UTJI, ¥ BCJIE]] 3a 3TUM OH YCIIBIIIAN TOJIOC B ToIoBe OpaTa. Ha 3TOT pa3 MeICcu
OBLIM TTyTaoLle UCKPEHHUMHU.

«Trl yOpems MeHs! IToueMy T He cox Torfa B CeBeprol [10?!»

Iu Aab 3aKpPHLUJI I'J1a3a. Bbomnb OIIyCKaJIaCh HHU2KE, B CaMYIO I'PDyadb, CJIOBHO €TI0 IMPOH3UJIN TEICAYHN CTPEII.

— Ila, — mpolrenTan OH, OTKPHIBas Tla3a. [lanblbl Kpemde ckKalu pyKosiTb. — ThI paB. 51 yObio
Tebd.

)%k

3amax KPOBH B 3adjie OBITT TAKUM T'YCTBIM, 9YTO CTA@HOBHUJIOCh TPYOHO OBIIMIATE.

Ho Llu AHb, Ka3aoch, He 3amMedaJ 3Toro. Ero mar Ovl1 TBEPOEIM, KOTIa OH, C2KUMasi OKPOBaBIIEHHEIH
KJIMHOK, HallPaBUJICS K MaJIeHbKOMY €BHYXY.

ToT He mbITancs 6exkaTh — TO JIX OT CTPaXa HOTH OTKa3asld, TO JIX 110 KaKOH-TO WHOM IIPUYHHeE.
HOHo11a mpocTo CTOSII Ha KOJIEHSX, IIMPOKO PacCllaXHyB CBOM MUH[IAlIeBUOHEIE TT1a3a, U C
HeCKphIBa€MHBIM U3yMJIEHMEM CMOTpEJl Ha UMIIepaTopa.

Kakas mep30CTs.

Iu Aub YK€ U He IIOMHHUJI, KOToa B MIOCIIeOHUM Ppa3 KTO-TO OCMEJINBAJICA TaK IIPAMO CMOTPEThL €My B
riia3a. MHOro JIeT Ha3a[ TaKue B3TJISOb BCTpeYaJIuCh: BEICOKOMEPHEBIE UIIU HOJIOGOCTpaCTHbIe,
N3yYalolllie UJIN IIPE3PUTETEHEIE.

B rnazax aToro ciayru He OblJI0 HUYEro u3 3Toro. OH MPOCTO CMOTPET.

CTpaHHOE 4yBCTBO.

LIy Aub cHaydasna OB IPUHIEM, TeIleph CTal UMIIEPATOPOM, U JIIOOU PEOKO CMOTPEJIM Ha HEro BOT
TaK — OTKPHITO, Ha paBHHIX. [laxke eCliy B3TJISAH IlepeceKauch, COOeCeIHUK TYT XKe OIyCKall B30p B
CBSIIIIEHHOM TpPeIeTe UK CTPaxe.

II1s mpaBUTENS TaKOM B3TJISAM He K 100py. OTO 03HAYAJIO OTCYTCTBHUE KOHTPOJIS.

Iu AHb IIpKU2KaJl OKPOBABJIEHHOE JIE3BUE K II€€ IOHOIIHN, 1 TOJIBKO TOT'Md HAaKOHEIl YBUOEII B €T0
TJIa3ax JONIT0XKIaHHBIN YZXKacC.



Ho yTto-TO BCE PaBHO OBIJIO HE TaK. I/IMnepaTop He MOT YXBATHUTh 3TO OIOYIIEHWE, HO HHTYUIIUA
IIOACKa3hbIBaJIa: 3TOT YEJIOBEK HE II0X02K Ha OCTaJIbHBIX.

B uyeMm xe pa3nuna? B ToM, 4TO OH HE MOJIUT O IoIIame”?

Bo3moxHo. ITneHHUK OB IIOJO3PUTEJIbHO THX. Lu AHb Y6I/IJ'I MHOTHUX, XU MaJI0O KTO MOT" COXPAaHHUTDb
JOCTOMHCTBO IIepen JIMIIOM CMEePTH — JIIOOU Kpu4ajiyd, IIPOKJIINHAIN, PhIgAIN.

A 30T IIpOCTO 6E3MOJIBHO CTOSITT HA KOJIEHSX, U €0 TOHKHE I'yOB YTO-TO 6e33BYYHO IIENTaNIH.

9TOT eBHYX Ben ce0st CIUIIKOM CTpaHHO. [lu AHIO cTajo /T000MBITHO, YTO TBOPUTCS y HETO B AYIIIE.
He memngeT nmu oH NpoKIaTHS? B KOHIIE KOHIOB, B 3allafHEIX Ipefenax IPOoIBETAaNI0 KOIIOBCTBO, 1
II0JI0C/IaTh BO [IBOPEL €BHYXa-YePHOKHUKHUKA OBIJIO BIIOJIHE JIOTUYHBIM X040M. OCTOPOKHOCTh
HUKOTHA He ObIBaeT JIUIIHEH.

[ToaToMy UMIIEpaTOp BIIEPBHIE IPUMEHHUIT CBOM Iap K MaJI€HbKOMY E€BHYXY.

U ycmpiman:

«BorarcTBo, IEMOKPATHSI, IUBUIIM30BAHHOCTD, TAPMOHHUS. .. »

CHOBa 4 CHOBA.

Yro 3T0? I10 OTHENbHOCTH CJI0Ba OBLIM IOHSTHHI, HO BMECTe OHU IIpeBpalllaich B 6€CCMBICIIUITY.
Kakoe-To HOBOE 3aKMHaHue U3 3allagHbIX IPeaenoB?

CHoBa HaXJIBIHYJId I'OJIOBHAA 00JIb. CeromgHs OH IOJIL30BAJICS OJapPOM CJIMIIKOM 4acCToO. u AHb
IIOMODPIITUIJICA W HalaBUJI MEYOM YYTE CHUJIEHEE, BOH3ad OCTPHE B KOXKY.

— YT0 Takoe «JeMOKPaTUSI»?

On CIIPOCHIJI HE BCE, He XKeJlasl BeIlaBaTh CBOIO CIIOCOOHOCTH YUTATh MEICIIH. EMy XO0TEJIOCh YCIIBIIIAaTh
OTBET.

W B CO3HAHWU IOHOIIYU 3aPOUIIUCH 0OPA3HI:

«ITomagaHcTBO, 6ECKOHEYHBIN MTOTOK, CIIeHAPUU, (PUITOJIOTHS...»

Iu AHb He TIOHSI HYU Cl0Ba. YTO 3a YyIIb?



EMy XOTeJIOCh, YTOOBI €BHYX CKa3aJl 94TO-TO BHATHOE, HO OH HE 3HaJl, KaK CIIPOCHUTH, a 00JIb JTHIITHIIA
€ro OCTaTKOB TEPIIEHHU . OH cxan PYKOSATH, U JIE3BHE BOIIJIO €Ille Ha JOJII0 aorMa.

ToHKas KoxKa Ha Iee, Oefnasi, Kak AparolieHHL HehPUT, NonHyna. Temas KpoBs OPEI3HYIa Ha
KJIMHOK, CMEIIUBAsICh C yKe 3alleKIIencs CTapoi KPOBbIO.

W TyT XKe ero MO3T B30PBAJICS KPHKOM:

«BopHO-001EHO-00IbHO-00/IEHO-00JIBHO! .. »

Kakoe-To BPeMs B I'OJIOBE UMIIEPATOPa IIYJIbCHUPOBaJia TOJIBKO 3Ta OTYassHHAA Kaso0a.

Oxn 3amep.

Cnyru Bo mBOpIle OOBIYHO IIPOUCXOOAT U3 OGemHelmux ceMeit. OHU C JeTCTBa IIPHUBHIKAIOT K
JUIIEHUSIM U T0005IM, a XKU3Hb B 9TUX CTEHAX JIUIIb 3aKajsieT uX. TpyaHO ObIJIO TPECTaBUTh, YTO
KTO-TO MOXKET TaK OCTPO PearupoBaTh Ha 00Ib.

Tem He MeHee Ly AHb OTBEJI MeY. ITOT BHYTPEHHUM BOILIb OBUT CJIUIIKOM I'POMKUM, OT HET'O I'0JI0Ba
pacKaJbIBaiach eme CUIbHEe.

Crowumo Y6paTB KJIMHOK, KadK IIYM B MEBEICJIAX IOHOIIN CTHUX. BCJ'Iy’X XK€ OH ITPOM3HEC Ha PeOKOCTh
JIbCTUBYIO PEYb:

— Brnapgbika Hapofa... 9TO 03HAYaeT «BafgblKa Hapoaa.

— l'ocynmape — Ceie Heba, BBICIIHE cpequ cMepTHBIX. OH — X03SMH CBOET0 Hapofa, COKPAIeHHO —
«IeMOKpaTHUsI».

Iy AHb X0Ten OBLIJIO CKa3aTh, YTO 0ZKupnajl CoBCeEM MHOI'O 00BSICHEHHSI, HO B 9TOT MOMEHT B BUCOK
yoapuila TaKad OCTPad 60]'[1:, 4YTO OH €[Bd YCTOSJI Ha HOT'aX. Hepen r7a3aMy Ha MTHOBEHHE BCE
IIOIIJIBLIIO.

U B crenymollyo CEKyHAY OH YCIIBIIIaN y4acT/IUBEH T'0JI0C:

— C BaMH BCE B IIOpsiKe?

9T0 OB TOT CaMBIN €BHYX.

Hmnepatop efBa He ycMexHYJCcS. OH TOJIBKO YTO AepaKasl Med y ero ropjia, a 9TOT Majb4yuIlKa CMeeT
pas3bIrphBaTh 3a60Ty? HaBepHsKa B Ayllle MeUYTaeT O eT0 CMEPTH.



HpeB03M01"a${ 0071b, OH IIPUCIIyIIaJICA K €0 MBEICJISAM €eIIle Pas3.

«Yto npoucxomut? Ilouemy eMy BOpYT CTajIo Tak Iy10X0? CTOUT JIX MHE ero nognaepxars? Unu
mo3BaTh Bpaya? Ho g moHATUS He uMelo, I'ie TyT JeKapHu...»

bomnb Havanma oTcTynaTk. Ly AHE MeJIEHHO OTKPEHIJ I'Jla3a ¥ IIOCMOTPeI Ha HETO CO CJIOXKHBIM
YYBCTBOM.

— Pa3Be BH He XkeJlaeTe MHe CMepTHu?

— YT0? — eBHYX HENIOHUMAIOILle MOPTHYII.

MMmnepaTop He OTBETHI. EMy CTajo mo-HaCTOSIIIEMY HHTEPECHO.

9TOT YenoBeK OBIT CIUIIKOM HEeOOYHBEIM. [T09TOMY Llu AHB, TOANABIIKCH PEAKOMY ITOPHIBY
MI00OIIBITCTBA, BEJIEI IIEPEBECTH €T0 B CBOM JIMYHEIE ITOKOH.

KeM Obl 0H HU GBI, paHO MU IO3MHO OH BHIZACT CeO0s.

kekk

Korpa Lisiub do BhIIen u3 kabuHeTa, Ha TOPOA YKe OMYCTUIUCH CYMEPKH.

Pyku HBEUIM Tak, CJIOBHO UX NIPOIYCTUIH Yepe3 ApoOunky. OH Bcephe3 omacascs, YTo OHU HaBcerzia
OCTaHyTCS ITapaji30BaHHBIMU. BIipoueM, HEYIUBUTEILHO — TONMPOOYHTEe-Ka MPOoAepKaTh TAKEIIbIH
IIOHOC Ha Becy Lebii Beuep. [Ipoknsatoe peoganbHOe 0011€CTBO, 3MECh AEUCTBUTEILHO HE CIIBIIIAIN
0 IIpaBax 4ejoBeKa.

[ToueMy Henb3s1 OBIJIO MIPOCTO ITOCTABUTD 3TOT Yal Ha CTOJI? 3aUyeM 3aCTaBJIATh €r0 CTOATh
UCTYKaHOM?

HOHoma u caM He 3HaJ, TPABUIILHO JIM OH MOCTYNHII. EMy 0TYastHHO XOTE€JI0Ch CIIPOCUTD Y KOTO-
HUOYOb, MOZKHO JIX OCTaBJISATh IIOJHOC HA UMIIEPATOPCKOM CTOJIE U YXOOUTh, HO KOT{la TUPaH HaKOHeI]
COU3BOJIUJI OTIIYCTUTh €T0, BBISICHUIIOCH, YTO HUKTO U3 IBOPI[OBOM YeJISiAU He XKeJlaeT C HUM
Pa3roBapUBaTh.

JIumb TOT cCaMBIM €BHYX B KPaCHOM, 4YTO IIPUBEJTI €T0 CI0fla YTPOM, COOJIaroBOINII JaTh KpaTKoe
IIOSICHEHHe:

— Ero BenuugectBo IIPUKA3aJll... HEe YYUTDb TeOs HU4YEeMYy.



Isaup do He OHSI.

— YT0 3T0 3HAUUT?

Ho ToT nuIis moKauaj rojI0BOM:

— Bonsg umnepaTopa He moaniexut o6cyxkneHnto. Ham He aHO B He€ BHUKATb.

Bech myTh 10 cBoux mokoeB LIgHb do meiTancs pasrafaTth 3TOT pedyc. B KOHIlE KOHIIOB OH PeIIuI
OCTaBUTh 9T Pa3AyMbs Ha IOTOM. Y Hero Oblyia Tpo0ieMa 1oBaXkHee: OH He OB B TyaJleTe C CaMOTO
o0efa ¥ 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO €llle HEMHOT'0 — U CIIyYUTCS HeloIIpaBUMOe.

BepHyBIIKCH BO IBOP €BHYXOB, OH ITEPBBEIM [EJIOM BBISCHUJI, TTle HaXOOUTCS yOOpHas. 3[elIHre
obuTaTeNIu 0Ka3aauch YyTh 00Jiee CIOBOOXOT/IMBHIMU U YKa3aau €My IIyTh.

BHyTpu HUKOTO He OBIJI0. B yIiy CTOSJI0 HECKOIBKO JEPEBSHHBIX KaAyIleK — MEeCTHBIX HOYHBIX Bas.
PsimoM BO3BEHIIIAICS CTYJI, IOKPHITEIM 6eJ10l TKaHbio, HA KOTOPOM Jiexkasu NoJjikle CTe6IM TPOCTHUKA.

Lisiup S0 3aMep, pa3riisabBas 9TH CTPaHHEIE MpuUcIoco6aenus. CHavaaa OH pacTepsijics, HO OBICTPO
BCIIOMHUJI CITeIIU(PHUKY CTATyCa eBHYXOB U JOTamaICs, IJIsS Yero HyKHbEI 9TH TPYOKHU.

Bozxke, Kakoii mo30p. XOpoIllo X0Th, €My 3TO He ITOHag00UTCS.

HOHo1a Hayasm paccTeruBaTh MOSIC, HO Ha MOJITYTH €r0 IPOUINO XOIOIHEIH MOT. [0 3TOM CeKYHIEI
JKW3Hb B HOBOM MHUpe OblJla TaKOW HACHIIIEHHON U ITyTaloIlel, YT0 eMy HeKoraa OblJI0 3agyMaThCs O
metasnsx. U BOT TOJIBKO cedyac 10 HET'O JOIIIJIO.

MunyTKy. OH Xe eBHyX. JHA4UT, Y HETO...

Lisub o 3amep. Heyxkenu oH Oombllie He MyKunHa? EMy Bcero meBsaTHanauaTh! Kak xe ero nuyHoe
cyacThe? BopoueM, mpu Takou paboTe [0 CTAPOCTH OH BPSIM JIU HOXKHUBET.

Oco3HaHue [TOTepU CaMOT0 LOPOTOTro, YTO y Hero OblI0, yoapuio mox abix. FOHoIIa 3aTAHYT H0sC
0o0paTHO U CeJl Ha KOPTOYKY Tepe. 3JI0CHaCTHEIM CTYJIOM, TYTIO TJII[s HA TPOCTHUKOBHIE TPYOKHU.

Heyxenu Teneps ero XKuU3Hb OyAeT TaKou? BEITIAOUT 9TO 4epTOBCKYU O6one3HeHHO. LIsgub o cuuTtan
cebst ONTUMHUCTOM, HO Celyac faxe y HeTro OMYCTUIUCh PYKHU. ITO OBIIO CIIUIIKOM.

BrnpoueMm, ¢pusnonornyeckre moTpeOHOCTH B3sIM CBOE. BEHITEPIIEB CKOIBKO MOT, OH 3aKMYpPHJICS,



C3KaJ 3yOBl ¥ CHOBA MOTSIHYJICS K TOSICY.

OpHako, Korfa oH yxke coOpaJcs IIPUCeCTb, IO Hero AOIUI0 HeuTo cTpaHHoe. OH 3aCTHIT KaK
BKOTIAHHEIM, HE BEPsI CBOMM TJla3aM.

HpOU.U'IO HeMaJl0 BpeMeHH, IIpexae 4eM OH, CJIOBHO B TYMdHe€, PUCKHYIJI 3arJIAHYTh IIOO OOEXKOY.

[TomoxnuTe... Pa3Be oH He eBHYX? Torga mo4yeMy... IoueMy TaM BCE Ha MecTe?!

3a cunTaHHBIE MUHYTH LIsHb 0 MepexXun BeCch CIEKTP SMOIMH — OT TIy00Yaiero OTUasHUS 00
6e3yMHOT'0 BOCTOPTa, ¥ CHOBA BIaJl B CTYmoOp. Ecyu GBI He ero Kpenkasi HepBHAsi CUCTEMa, OH OBl
HaBEPHSKA CKOHYAJICS OT CePAeYHOro IPKUCTyIa MPsSIMO Ha MecCTe.

Kasasnochk OB, ClIaCeHre «CeMEeHHOr0 COKPOBHINA» — IIOBO JIS PaflOCTH, HO, BCTIOMHHUB COOBITHS
IHsI, IOHOIIIa TIOHSIJI, YTO PaZoBaTLCS PAHO.

OH He 3HAJI TOHKOCTEH UCTOPUHU, HO IPEKPAaCHO MOHUMAaT: MyXK4YWHA, Pa3ryIUBaOLUX 110
MMIIePaTOPCKOMY [ABOPIIY IO BUAOM €BHYXa — 3TO IPECTYIIJIEHNE, KapaeMoe CaMOi My4YUTEeNIbHOU
CMEPTEIO.

Bonee TOro, OH CIIyKUT IIPY CaMOM UMIIEPATOPe U HaBEepPHSIKa OyIeT CTATKUBATLCS C er0
HanoxXxHullaMu. Ecnu ero pasobnayvar...

s do IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, 4YTO Ha 3TOT pPa3 OH OEeHCTBUTEIFHO I'OTOB HAMOYMTH IIITAaHBEl — OT YyZXKaca.
PaHa Ha I1Tee ellle He 3aXKua, ¥ IaMATh 0 XOJIOJHOM JIE3BUM Meda OBI7Ia CITUIITKOM CBEXa.

XO0JIOmHBIN MeTasll.

«JTO KOHEIl».
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