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LisHb f0 coBepIIeHHO He TIOMHMII, KaK ero BepHynIu Hadaf. C Toro Mura, Kak OH YBUAEJ UMIIEPaTopa,
pasyM ero IpeBPaTUIICS B YUCTHIM JIUCT, & CaM OH CTaJl II0X0XK Ha CJIOMaHHbIE Yachl, B KOTOPHIX
BpeMs HaBCerga 3aMepJio.

Korpa co3HaHMe Hayaso BO3BpAIIAThCS K HEMY, OH 00OHAPYXKWJI, YTO HAXOOUTCS B MyCTOM KOMHATE.

[Tocpenu Hee CTOSINIa JT0XaHb, IIOJIHAS FOpsAYer BOOEl, OT KOTOPOU ITOAHUMAJICS I'YCTOU 1ap, a PAROM
JleXKaJio IPUBBIYHOE TEMHO-KPaCHOe OfesIHie eBHyXa.

OuenieHeHue MeMJIEHHO ClIafalio, U pa3yM HaKOHeIl BKIIoYusIcs B paboty. LisiHb o oco3Has, 4ero ot
HEero XAYT: OH CKUHYJI I'PSA3HYI0 OfeXK/y, BOILIEJ B BOAY U IIPUHSJICS OTMBIBAThLCS.

CKBO3b IIeJIeHy napa eMy [OYyAUICS rojioc rocynaps: «Ilouyemy TEl TaKOU IPSA3HBIN?»

ITa MBICJIb 3aCTaBHUlIa IOHOIIYy IMOTOPAIIJIMBATHCA. TI1aTenbHO CMEIB C cebst OOPOZXKHYIO IIBITIb M 3dllaX
HEBOJIM, OH BEITEPCA M BHOBBb 00J1aynICs B 3HAKOMEIE OoEe2KIbI.

Ha MrHOBeHUeE €ro IMOCEeTUI0 CTPAaHHOe YYBCTBO: a He OBIIIO0 JIX BCE CIIYYUBIIEECS JIUIIL YPHEIM
CHOM? BHITh MOXKET, OH U He IbITancsa 6exkaTh? BEITh MOXKET, OH BeCh IeHb IIOCIYIIHO IIpoxkaan Ero
BenuuecTtBo B maTpe?

OTa W03 Japuia Ipu3pavyHoe yTelneHue, u LIsSHb J0 MpUHSICS 0TYasSHHO yOexXnoaTh ceos.

«Jla, 9TO BCETO UL COH. ¥ HUKYHA He yXomui. 51 Obl 3mech, KAajl BO3BPAIIEeHUST HMIIepaTopa»

OmHaAKO 3TO CaMOBHYIIIEHHE PACCHIIAIOCh B IIpaX B TY Ke CEeKYH/y, KaK ero BBeJIM B UMIIePAaTOPCKUM
marep.

Jly dupuxoy u Csso CyHII3BI CTOSITTA Ha KOJIEHSX, UX TeJla ObIIM TYT0 CKPyYeHHl BePeBKAMH.

Xpynkuy 3aMOK HafeXAbl PyXHYJI. B maMsaTu BCIBIXHY/Ia KAPTUHA: €70 BBITAaCKUBAIOT U3 TTIMHSIHOTO
yaHa. [lepen HuM — [Iu AHBL Ha BEICOKOM KOHE, B3UPAIOIINY Ha HEro CBLICOKA. B 6arpoBhIX OTCBETAX
(daxeioB pa3HOI[BETHHIE I'JIa3a MUMIIepaTopa Ka3aauCh XKaXAyIUMUA KPOBH.

— LlsaHb {0, TBOM UTPHL 3aKOHYUJIACH, — IIPO3BYyYaso TOrAa, TOUHO CMEPTHBINU IIPUTOBOP.

Horu 1oHOIIN MOJKOCUIINCH, X OH, TOYHO JIMIINBIINCH KOCTEH, 0eCCHUIBPHO 0CeN Ha 3EMITIO.

HGCMOTpﬂ Ha Ts2KeJlbie KOBPHI, 3BYK IMaA€HUA ObLn crbimieH. OH CJIOBHO IIOTPEBOZKMUJIO TOT'O, KTO



cupes 3a UMIIEPATOPCKUM CTOJIOM, Be[sd IapTHIO B BIUIM caM ¢ coboi. ['ocynaps, mepxKaBIlinii B
naJjibliaX YepHBIM KaMeHb, IOOHSJTI FOJIOBY U OKUHYJI BOLIEIIIEr0 B3TJISAL0M.

— Bce B cOope.

C stumu cnoBamu Lu AHB 6pOCI/IJI KaMeHb Ha OOCKY. Tor C HErpOMKHM CTYKOM IIOKATHUJICA IIO OEPEBY,
IIPOBEPHYJICA HECKOJIBKO pa3 U 3aMeD.

[IneHHUK OKOHYaTeNIbHO 00MsaK. OH He MOor JaKe COXPAaHUTh KOJIEHOIIPEKITOHEHHYIO 103y U IIPOCTO
ZKaJIKO pacCIlyiaCTaJICA Ha KOBpPe. B namsTH oguH 3a OPYT'UM BCIIJIBIBAIA 06pa3bI, YBUOEHHEIE UM B
TemHOMI TIOPbEME: 0eCKOHEeYHEIe KOPUOOPEI, PAOEBI 2KEJIE3HBIX PEHIETOK U T€ XKYTKHE «KOMbA IIJIOTH»,
JIMIIEHHBIE PYK U HOT'...

JIua Tex HeCUaCTHHIX ObLIM U3YPOLNOBAHEL 0 HEY3HaBAEMOCTH, HO celiyac Ha ux Mecte LIgub do
Bupen JIy dubuxkoy, Csio Cyinss u cebst caMmoro.

OH BHE3aIlHO 3aMeTHJI, 4YTO Ha Imony nepeng HUM PaCIIIBIBAl0OTCA MOKPEIE IISATHA. HOnoma KOCHYIJICA
CBO€ro JINIia ¥ IIOHAJI, 4TO IIJIa4eT.

Crpax. JlegeHsuuii oyiny yzac, BO CTO KpaT IPEBOCXOASAIINN TO, YTO OH UCIBITAJ B 3aCTeHKax. Benp
B 3TOT pPa3 HaKaxXyT He ero OOHOr0 — 3a ero 6e3yMcTBo 3ammnaTtaT JIy Aubuxkoy u Csio CyHII3HL.

OHM UL XOTENIN ITIOMOYb eMy.

9Ta MbIC/Tb 3acTaBuia LisgHb do mogaBuTh primanus. CoOpaB mmociegHue Kpoxu MyzKeCTBa, OH
IIOTIBITAJICS OOTOJI3TH [0 UMIIepaTopa, HO HOTM He CIyLIanuch. EMy IPUIIOCH MON3TH, LENIAsICh
manabllaM# 3a BOPC.

— Bairme... — Havan OH, HO TOJIOC COPBAJICS, TPEBPATUBIINCE B CHTIJIbIHM XPHUII.

On TIIOOHSAII TONMOBY, T'IAOM Ha OCIIOOHWHA ITOJTHBIMHU MOJILOBI TJIa3aMH.

T'ocymaps He Toponui ero. OH Mo4a Habmogasn 3a My4YeHUSIMA CBOETO CIIYTH, 0XKHUOasi, YTO TOT
CKaxXer.

Yxac ckosan KaXOYyI0 KJIETOYKY Te€Jld, COAaBJINBAA I'OPJIO U HE TaBad B3OOXHYTE. KOnoma CyOOPOXKHO
BIEIINUIICA B COGCTBGHHYIO I1ex0, IbITaACh IIPOTOJIKHYTH BO3OYX B JIETKHE.

HpOH_UIO HeMaJl0 BpeMeHH, IIpexae 4eM OH CMOT BEIIABUTH U3 cebst IIPEPHEIBUCTEHIE CJIOBA:

— ITO BCE 4... fl IPpUHYOUT UX TOMOYb MHE... BCcsl BUHa Ha MHe OfHOM... [loxanylicTa, HaKaXuTe



MeH4... TOIbKO MeHSI OOHOTO, Impoury Bac...

— A-do!.. — Jly AHpYKOYy XOTeJI KPUKHYTh YTO-TO, HO B TO K€ MTHOBEHHUE CTOSALIUMN PAAOM CTPaXKHUK
IIarHyJ1 BIIepe[ ¥ Pe3KUM ABUXKEHUEM BEIBEPHYJI €My YeJIIOCTE.

Momnomo# ToCIOouH Hy 3axXpuIiesi, JTUIMIKUBIINCE BOSMOXKHOCTH I'OBOPUTE. Lsaup Ao B3OPOTHYII BCEM
TE€JIOM U B IIaHUKE 3allpUYNTAaAIl:

— 910 npaBpa ! OHU TOJBKO... TOJIBKO ITOMOTanu. YMonsiio, Bame BenuyecTBo, mokapauTe NHIIhb
MeHs! Moo Bac!

I OTOBOPHUB, OH IMPUHSIICS UCCTYIIJIEHHO OUTH IIOKJIOHBI, HO CHJIBI OCTABUIIM €T0 IIOCJIE IIEPBOTO XKe
ymapa n6om o mosn. FOHomta HeHaBuOen cobcTBeHHOE Oeccunre. Cre3sl rpagoM KaTUINCh U3 TTia3,
MI'HOBEHHO IIPOITUTAB KOBEP.

B 3TOT MOMEHT YbM-TO MAJIbIILI BIACTHO MPHUIIOMHSIIN €70 3a MOg00POIOK.

Teno LisgHb 0 OBIIO HACTOIBKO CIA0BIM, YTO OH OE3BOJIBHO MTOMUMHUIICS 9TOMY JIBTKOMY OBUKEHUIO.
OH Brispencs B T1a3a Ly AHs, IBITAsICh TIOHSTh: TIOBEPHUII JTU TOT ero jiku? Ho uMmepaTop, Kak u
BCErja, He BhIKa3aJl HU TeHU SMOIINH.

CxuMas ero HOHGOpOHOK OOJIBIITNM U YKa3aTeJbHEIM IIAaJIbIaMU, TOCyOapPb MEOJIEHHO II0TJIa2KKUBaAJl
KOXY, IIpexae 4eM BKpag4nuBO CIIPOCHUTE:

— Tl X04elb CKa3aTh, YTO TH, IIPOCTOX €BHYX, CMOT IIPUHYAUTH MOETO JINYHOTO CTpazXa HapylIIuTh
IIPUCATY U CIIyXKUThH Tebe?

FOHoOIIIa TOHUMaJI, YTO B €T0 CJI0BaX HET ¥ KallIK MPABHOnono6usi, HO pa3yM COBEPIIEHHO
nputynuiacs. OH He 3HaJl, KaK BEIIYTAThCs, ¥ IIOTOMY JIKIIE YIIPSIMO TBEPIUI CBOE:

— Ia... aTo a. 4 3actaBuin ux. Bcé meno Bo MHe.

— W yeM XKe TH UX IPUHYOUN? — IPOHOJIZKAJ IOIPOC MyKUKUHA.

— 4l... — I0HOIIIa He 3HAJI, YTO OTBETUTH, HO ¥ MOJTYaTh He cMeJl. CJI0Ba CPHIBAJIKCH C €r0 I'y6 camu
coboii. — BrI Befib Tak 671aroBOIMIN MHE... d OBUT cCaMbIM ITPUOIMKEHHBIM CITYTOM... ¥ moToMmy...

— W moToMy THI UCITO/IH30BaJI MO0 MUJIOCTh, UYTOOBI 3aCTaBUTh WX IpefaTh MeHsA? — B roynoce Lu AHs
TIOCJIBIIIAIOCh HeIOBOJIbCTBO. OH UyTh CUJIbHEE CKaJl MajIbIlbl, ¥ Ha OJeJHOM KOXKe TYT JKe IIPOCTYIIUI
0arpoBLIi Cleq.



Lisap do moHKMMA, YTO €T0 ONpaBAaHUs 3BydaT HeJlello, HO MHOTO BEIXOfa He Bupen. OTyasiHue
3axXJIECTHYJIO €ro C HOBOM cuioit. OH Mor Uitk 6€3BOJIbHO KUBATh, TOBTOPSISI KaK 3aBeIeHHBIN:

— Ia, 3TO $... ITO 5 UX 3acTaBuil. MOJIIO Bac, HaKaXXUTe TOIHKO MEHS... IIPOIIY...

— IIsanb Ho.

Ot 3ByKa COOGCTBEHHOTO MMEHH I0HOIIIa B3OPOTHY. ['050C UMIIepaTopa BHE3aIHO CTasl JieAsHbIM. L1
AHB 3aCTaBUIT €T0 MTOJHSTEL TONOBY U TOCMOTPETH cebe B riiasa.

— 3HAYMUT, THl IIOHUMAEIIb, YTO ST OUeHb HOPOXKY TOOOM?

— 3Haw... 3Hal0... HUYTOXKHEIHA pab 3HaeT... — LIsHb 510 CymopoKHO 3aKUBaJl.

— W UMEHHO TaK THI penini BOCIIOJIb30BaThCsA MOUM paCHOHO}KeHI/IeM?

— IIpocTuTe MeHS... IPOCTUTE... 1 60MbIle He TocMel0... KnsHych, HUKorga 0osblie He 1mobery!
[lemaiiTe CO MHOM 4TO YTOAHO, TOIBKO IOIIaguTe ux! YMomsio!

— Tlomanute?

VimmepaTop “37a KOPOTKHUIM CMEIIOK, TOYHO YCIIBIIIaa 3a0aBHYIO Iy TKY.

— Trl XOTBh IpeACcTaBsAellb, Kakas Kapa XKIeT eBHyXa 3a I0o0er U TeX, KTO eMy COfleliCTBOBa?

Lsup Ao He 3HaI O0TBETa, HO Inepen riia3aMy CHOBA BCTAJIX 3aCTEHKH TemHOU TIOPBMEI.

B yiiaX 3a3By4Yalll HEYEJIOBEYECKNEe KPDUKU — TaKUe IIPDOH3UTEJIbHBIE, TOUYHO JIE3BHE ME4a,
BOH3alollleecs B caMbI¥ KOCTHBEIM M03r. FOHoIIa He BEITEP2KAJI 1 3aTPSACCA B prrIHOIZ OPOXKH.

Tepsist BCIKYIO OTIOPY, OH HayaJl 3aBa/IMBaThCS ¥ MHCTUHKTUBHO YXBATHIICS 3a IIEPBOE, YTO IIOIMAI0Ch
1ofl PyKy. JIUIIh cXKaB MajIbIkl, OH 0CO3HAJI, YTO BIEMHUJICS B T'OJIEHh UMIIEpaTOopa.

Lisab S0 3aMep u xoTel OBITI0 HeMEeIIeHHO OTIIYCTUTh, HO BHE3aIlHAS MBIC/Ib OCTAaHOBHIIA €TO0.
OtenieHeBIIMH pa3yM HaKOHEI] BeIAAJ IPO0IeCK HOTagKH.

MMriepaTop He MOCyaj CTPaXky CXBaTUTh €T0, a IIPHUIIell caM. bomee TOro, OH He OPOCHII ero B
TI0[3eMellbe CPa3y, a II03BOJIUIT OMBITECST U TIEPEOHEeThCS. DTO He OBIIO MMOX0Ke Ha NeHCTBUS
YeJI0BeKa, XKeJaloIlero JIUIIh TeP3aTh ¥ MyYHTh.



3HAUUT JIU 3TO, YTO eMy fanu maHc? Ho B 4ueM OH 3ak/oydasncsa?

HOno11a He GBI YBEPEH B CBOEH ITPABOTe, HO 3TO Obl/la MX eQUHCTBEHHAs Hafmexkaa. OH TUX0pailoyHO
cooOpaxkas, He OTphIBas B3TJIsila OT CBOEW PYKH, CXKUMaloIel Hory MoHapxa. Llu AHb HUKOrIa He
BBIKA3BIBAJI OTBPAILEHUS K €T0 IIPUKOCHOBEHUSIM. HampoTHB, KaXkAyio HOYb OH AepKaJl ero 3a PyKy,
TIO3BOJISII CTIATh Ha [IpakoHbe J10XKe, pa3densiji C HUM Tparnesy, IT03BOJISI eXaTh BMECTE B
MMIIEPATOPCKOM SKUIIAXKE...

Hey}Kem/I HUMIIEPATOP U BIIPAMDb UCIIBITEIBAET K HEMY HEYTO Oombliriee, YemM IIPOCTO MHUJIOCTB K cnyre?

LisHb f0 HE CMeJ MPOCUTh 0 MHOTOM — XBATHJIO OBl ¥ KPYIHUIIE TeIla. EC/iu 9TO MOMOXKET CITacTH
Opy3el, OH TOTOB Ha BCE.

C 3TOl MBICIIBIO OH, IIOJJaBUB CTpaxX, HE Pa3ZKalJl ITaJIbIIkI, a BIEIIUJICA B HOT'Y UMIIE€PaTOpPa eIe
Kpermye. OH nopmHSAN 3amnJaKaHHOe JIUIIO.

OH cTaBuUJ Ha KOH BCE. W, MOX0:Ke, BRIUTPHIBATL.

Iu AHb He OTTONKHYJ ero. OH CMOTPEN Ha IHOIIY CBEPXY BHU3 C KAKUM-TO CTPaHHBIM
CIIOKOHCTBHEM, CJIOBHO 0XKHMAs €ro OaJIbHEHIINX OeiCTBUN.

sub fo, Ka3anocs, MoHsI 0e3MOJIBHEIN MTPU3kIB. Ho efiBa 0H coOparcs choenaTh Iar, Kak BCIIOMHMUII,
YTO €ro TalHa BCE elre He packpriTa. OH 3aMep.

Henw3sa. Ecnu LIy AHB y3HaeT...

Ho ecnu on Huyero He caenaet, Cso Cyunsel u JIy AHpUKOY MOruOHYT IpsIMO ceidac. [IBe
IIPOTUBOPEYMBEIE MBICTIH OUIIMCH B €TI0 T'OJIOBE, MPUYMHSS MOYTH GU3UYecKyIo 60b. Cle3sl MOTEeKIN
ellle CUIbHee — I0HOIIIa e CTBUTEILHO He 3HaJl, KakK MOCTYIIUTh.

WmMmepaTop, BUAS ero KoneOaHus, KaxKeTcs, moTepsiy Teprerue. OH X0IOIHO TPOU3HEC:

— 3a TauHLI’ nober...

— Hert! He Hapgo! — LisHb 0 BCKpUKHYI, IOHKUMASs, YTO Cerldac IPO3BYYUT IpuroBop. OH pe3ko
IPUIIOOHATICS, TepebrBasi MOHapXa, U, BIEIUBIIKCH B €70 HOTY, B3Monuiics: — He Haka3biBaiTe ux!
[Ipowy Bac, Bamie BenuyecTtso, Moto0!

— O? — IIu Asb ycMexHycs. [TambIlsl, CKUMaBIIie MoAO0POAOK I0HOIIN, BOH3UINCH B KOXKY,
npuuuHag 601b. — M Kakoe e Thl KUMeellh IIPaB0 CTAaBUTh MHE YCJIOBUS?



— ... — cmoBo copranock ¢ ry6 LIsiHb o mpexmae, YeM OH yCIeJl CIIOXBAaTUTLCS U 3aMEHUTh ero Ha
«HUYTOXKHBIN pab». — ...

Emy u BIpssMb Heuero OBIIO NPefiokKuTh B3aMeH. OH ObLT T IOWMaHHLIM eBHYyX0M. MiMIiepaTop
BOJIEH OBLI CHENIaTh C HUM YTO YTOOHO.

— Hy xe? — rocymaps TpeboBas oTBeTa.

[Tom 9TUM BITAaCTHHIM [IaBJIEHUEM TIOCTIEOHSS Tperpaaa B ayuie Lisab o pyxHyna. EMy ocTaBanock
JIVIIb OOHO — BEPHUTH B TY UCKPY NMPUBSI3aHHOCTH, YTO OH BUAEJ B I'Jla3ax MOHapXa.

3a0bIB 0 pucKe, 3a6bIB 0 OyayIieM pa3o6iadeHrd, OH, BIEMHUBIINCH B €T0 HOTH U CTapasiCh MOJHSTD
T'0JIOBY, TTPOMIETITAIT:

— Bamre Bennuectso...

— XM? — LIy AHB 4yThb CKJIOHUJICS K HEMY.

B cnepyiomee MrHOBeHME MaJIeHbKHMI €BHYX BHE3AITHO 3aKMYPHUJICS M, TOUHO IIPUHOCS ceOs B
JKepTBy, 00BUB PyKaMH IIel0 KMIIepaTopa, IOTSHY ero K cebe.

A 3aTeM... KOCHYJICSI CBOUMU T'y0aMu ero ryo0.

Iu AHB 3aMep, TOPaXKEeHHBIM.
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