— Torpa, 60toch, T Oyelb emle 0oiee 3aHIT, — CKa3aa IpUK. — 4 yxKe 10 MyTH yCIen
PacIIaHUPOBATh TBOU 3AHSTHUS.

— OTapix Ha nmapy gHeu? — cupocun YCTpo, I Ha eT0o 3aropeiyio KOXy.

— JlagHO, OTHOBIX Ha Mapy OHEeH, — IPHUK IOIHS TOJI0BY, IIOCMOTPENT Ha HEro |, MOTJIafuB II0 LIeKe,
CIIPOCHIT:

— Teo1 He Gosisics, 4TO 51 OOJIbIE He BEPHYCH?

HcTpo, rnapns B ero 3eI€Hble I71a3a, Y4eCTHO KUBHYIL.

— He 0oiicsi, — OpuK ycTpeMus B3IJISf B €ro rony0ble Ita3a. — f X049y YBUAETh, KaK Thl BEIPACTEIlb.

— Vuutens... — McTpo o4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK U3 I'PyOU IOJHUMAETCS He3HAKOMOe, HO XTy4yee YyBCTBO,
KOTopoe 1mouTu o6:kurasno ero. OH He 3HaJI, KaK BHIPa3UTh 3TO YYBCTBO, Beb C METCTBA OH HUKOITIa
He CTaIKUBAJICS C YeM-TO OJo0HBIM. Teneps ke eMy Ka3alaoCh, YTO BOT-BOT CTOPUT IO B3TISTI0OM
3eJIEHBIX T'J1a3 JPHUKa.

B03MO0KHO, 3TO YYBCTBO ¥ He HYKIAJIOCh B CJI0BaX WX 00bsICHeHUSAX. OHO IIPOCTO MPUXOIUTIO, U
TEJI0 CaMO HaYMHaJIO JeicTBOBaTh. [ToaToMy MCTpo, B3SIB TUII0 DPUKA B CBOM PYKH, TOPIKECTBEHHO
TI01IeJI0BaJl €ro B LIEKY.

Msrkue ry0sl MajibuvKa efBa KOCHYJIUCh €T0 KOXHU, U IPUK B3APOTHYJI, CJIOBHO €T0 YOAPUIIO TOKOM.
OH mocMOoTpen B ria3a McTpo, OTKPEIT POT, YTOORI UTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO CJIOBA 3aCTPSIJIUA B TOPIIE.

— MarneHbKUY TOCIIOANH, TOCTIOAUH MHT3MBeH, — J7aja TOPOIIUBO rogbexkasa K HUM. —
[ToxanyiicTa, He pa3bpackiBaliTe BeIly MOBCIOOY!

— Torpga s moiify, IPUMY BaHHY, — JPHUK BCTaJl, CMYIIEHHO YILIOHYJICS U YIIET.

— ManenbKuii TOCIIOAVH, — JJlafa, fepxXKa B pyKax MeTJly, CKa3aa:

— IToxarnyiicTa, TOCTOPOHUTECE.

HcTpo oTCTynuI Ha HECKOJIBKO I1aroB, CeJl Ha CYHAYK U, T8 Ha KOPOOKY C SIlepulledl B pyKax,
CIIPOCHII:

— Onaga... Y4uTenb BeIb XOPOIINH, MpaBaa?

CTapmas{ CIIyXKaHKa 3ayMaJlaCh, a 3aTEM OTBETHJIA:



— Iloka 4T0 OH Xopoiti, C MATKKUM XapPaKTePOM 1 BEKJIMBHIH.

HcTpo novecan nanblieM royy0yio AepuIy:

— Kak T8I mymaemrs, Popuas He...

Onapa MOJI0XKUIIa MEeTIIy U, IJIAAs Ha CBOET0 MaJIeHbKOI'0 I'OCIIONUHA, KOTOPBIM TOJIBKO YTO PALOCTHO
yneIOacs, a Temeps BHITIISAAET 03a009eHHBIM, IPOTSIHYIa PYKY U MOT/Iafnia ero MSATKNE BOJIOCH:

— Kaxk 9T0 Bo3M0oxkHO0? TH CIUIIKOM MHOTO Oecrokouinbes! I'ocmonun MHT3HBEH — BCET0 JIUIID
o0eHEBIIX PHIIIaph 0e3 rpoiila B KapMaHe. [IpuHi PopraH, ckopee Bcero, OyaeT TONBKO CMESThCS
Hap ToOoM!

— 9napga, TH He IOHUMaelllb... — pecHuIlsl cTpo cnerka aporuynu. — OH Bcerga X04eT, YTOOH 5
IIOTEPSITT BCE, U HUKTO HE MOXKET er0 0CTaHOBUTh. OTeIl IIOCTOSTHHO MEHST HEHaBUIUT... f{ HaYWHAI0
COMHEBAThCS, YTO MOE HEIHEIIIHEe CYaCThe — BCETO JIMIIb UJITI03USI, CIIOBHO ITPEKPACHBIN COH,
KOTOPHIN BOT-BOT 000PBETCSI. MaMa roOBOpHIIA... MaMa I'OBOPHUIIA...

OH cHaYasa IPYCTHO B3[IOXHYJI, & 3aTE€M BHITAIIXII ITaJiel] 30 PTa SIIepPHUIIH:

— B03MO0kHO, MHE HE CTOUT FOBOPUTH Tebe BCE 9T0, dnmafa. 51 3Ha, YTO y YIYUTENST TOKE MHOTO
3a00T, HO OH BCerMa CIIOKOEH ¥ TePIeJIuB CO MHOM. M0XKeT, MHe CTOUT COCPEIOTOUYUTHCS Ha TOM, KaK
CTaTh CUJIbHEE, YTOOHI, KOTla HACTYIST HelpeaBuIeHHbIe 00CTOSITeIbCTBA, I CMOT 3alllUTUTH BCE,
YTO Y MEHS €CTh, 3aIUTUTD YUYUTEI.. .

Onapa yneIOHYIach U CKa3aja eMy:

— ManeHbKUH TOCTIOOUH, TH TaKOH HEMOCTOSTHHEIHN! PaHbIe ThI TOBOPHII, YTO OyIells 3aIluiaTh
MeHS, a Tellepb BCE BpeMs TBEPAUILEL 00 YUUTEIE.

— Ax, — Uctpo mocmoTpen Ha Heé. — U Te6st Toxke Oyny 3auuiaTh.

— A ecnu MeHS ¥ TBOETO yuuTeinad ODHOBPEMEHHO CXBATAT, KOT'O THI CIIaCEeIIb HepBBIM? — Onafpa,
BHUIS €T0 Cepbé3H06 BEIPpaXKEHHE JIMIld, HEe YOepP2ZKaJlaCh U IIOJOAPa3HUJIa €T0.

HWcTpo cmyTuncs, ¥ Inafa JIeTOHbKO CTYKHYJa ero o roJIoBe:

— Torpga ocTaBb CUJIBL A1 CIIAaCEHUS CBOET0 YUUTENIs, a BIIpeAb He elllb MOI0 ey U He pa3roBapuBau
Cco MHoI1!

— Her, aTo He Tak! — McTpo ¢ TpeBOro¥ MOTSAHYII €€ 3a PyKas.

9nanma, cMesch, 00HsIIa ero:

— MarneHbKUY TOCIIOANH, TH BCETfla TAKOK CEPhE3HBINU.



— 41 cnacy Tebst, — MicTpo MOmHSI Ha Heé B3I,

— 3Halo, g OmarogapHa, — J1aja IOCMOTpPesia B ero riasa. — 51 paja, 9To IOCJie BCero
CIIyYMBILIETOCS TH BCE €II€ MOXKEIIhL 0BepsTh MoasiM. A Bcerna 6ecrokounack o Tebe, HO Temeph
BUXKY, YTO Thl CTAHOBHUIIIECST BCE OOJIBINE ITOXO0XK HA MYXKUYUHY.

KcTpo crerka yiaelOHYIICS:

— IIpaBpa?

— Jla, — ckas3ana Onaga. — Ecnu OB THI €I1I€ ¥ OBOIIM Ha Tapesike moeman, Ow1o Ok BOOOIIIE
3aMeyvaTesIbHoO.

Manp4uK 3acMesiyics:

— T Bcerma Takad.

3aTeM OH CHOBA IIOCMOTPEJI Ha CTapIlyio CIyKaHKY CEPhE3HEIM B3TJIAL0OM:

— WHora s merCTBUTENBLHO X04y, YTOOH! T OBl7Ia MOEW MaMo#, drafia.

Onapfa Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMepIia, a 3aTeM B3O0XHYJIa:

— Ali-ali, Takue Belllx HEeJIb35 I'OBOPUTH TaK IIPOCTO, MaJIeHbKHH TOCIIOauH!

OHa mornaguia ero o BojIocaM:

— Ecnu GBI THI CTAZTI MOMM CBIHOM, THI OBI BEIPOC TAKUM K€ OOBIYHBIM, KaK S, C BECHYIIIKAMHU U
PEIKKUMHA BOJIOCaMu!

Ona Hauasia 60pMOTATh:

— THl mOMKEeH IOHUMAaTh, YTO B 9TOM MUpe GoraThie BCerma KUBYT ydlle, ueM Gequrie. ManeHbKUN
TOCIIOOUWH, THl BeIb HUKOTIa He T'oJIofal, mpaBaa? A Mou gBa 6paTa yMepu OT rojiofa. f moMHIO, Kak
TOTTA eJla TPaBYy U IHUja IPS3HYI0 BOOY U3 JIyK, YTOOH BRIKUTh. ECu OBl TH OB peOEHKOM U3
IIPOCTOM ceMbH, KTO Obl T€0ST 06CyKKBai, TOTOBUI eny? U yxk TeM Gonee, KTO Obl CTal HAHUMAThb
yuutens? ['ocriogua MHT3BEH, CKOpee Bcero, naxe He oOpaTui Obl Ha TeOsg BHUMaHuUsA! Thl OB CcTa
OJIHUM U3 TexX OeTHHIX HeTel, KOTOPHIX S 3Hal0, PaHo moImen Ox paboTaTh, YTOOH 3apaboTaTh Ha
JKU3Hb, ¥ KaX[bIM IeHb Tepren O6bl mobou 1 ockopbienus. [ToHuMaenb?

HcTpo yXe X0Te 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, HO JJlafa IPOJoJIXKuUia:

— [ToaToMy, MaJIeHbKH TOCIIOAHH, B KAKOM-TO CMEICTIE Tebe CTOUT OBITh OTarogapHbIM, YTO [OCIIOXKa
OJIyCuJl CTajla TBOEU MaTephlo, He Tak Jinu?



— 4 HuKoraa He Mory Tebs mepeybenuTs, InMama, — MpuU3Hancs Mcrpo.

— He nymaut Hu 0 4éM, — Ornafia MOKadasa ero 3a Imie4dud. — Kak THl caM rOBOpHILb, CTapaics CTaTh
CUJbHee, YTOOHI 3alllUTUTh CBOIO MaTh ¥ CBOET0 YUUTENISA, @ 3a0AHO U MeHS, U JPYTUX CITyT, KOTOPkIe
Tebe CITyKaT, XOpoIIo?

HcTpo cepbe3HO KUBHYII:

— Knganyce.

B rop, korga McTpo uCIIOMHUIOCH IIeCTHAAIIATh, KOPOJIb XeIbpayl, T0X0XkKe, HaKOHell BCTIOMHUII, YTO
y HETO eCTh eIll€ ONWH CHIH-TIPUHII, ¥ BHE3AMHO IIPUKA3aJl BHI3BATh €0, YTOOHI YCTPOUTH IIEPEMOHUIO
COBEPIIEHHOJIETHUS.

— Bpems netut Tak 6bIcTPO, — Xenbpayy CMOTPeIl Ha CBOero MJIafllero ceiHa. — Heyxenu TH yxe
IIOYTH B3POCTBIN? A 51 cTapelo ¢ KaXOeM fIHEM. [laxke Oyoydu KOpPOJEM, 1 He MOTy u36exaThb
TEYEHUS BPEMEHU.

HcTpo crosan nepen HUM, HepBHUYasA. KapTuna, Kak Xenbpayz OyLIUI €ro 3a FOPJio, HaBCeraa
oCTaJlach B ero nmaMsiT. HeHaBUCTh U CTPaxX K KOPOJII0 CMEIIAIMCh B HEM, ¥ OH TO OTBOMMII B3TJISII, TO
BHHMMaTEIbHO Ha0/Iiofas 3a BeIpaXkeHneM JIulla 0Tia, 60sCh IPOMYCTUTDh YTO-TO BaxkHOe. [locye Toro
KaK KOpOJIb 3aKOHYMJI CBOU pPa3MbIILIeHUs, UCTPO mOYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO OOMIXKEH KaK-TO
OTpearupoBaTh, HO He 3HAaJI, 4YTO CKa3aTh, U C 3alIMHKOW OTBETHUII:

— [la, BpeMs JIeTUT OBICTPO...

Koponb OKUHYII eT0 OlleHUBAIOIIUM B3TJIIIOM, 3aMETHUB, YTO €r0 MJIQMLININ ChIH Y2Ke BEIPOC BRICOKUM,
CO CTPOMHOM (DUTYPOU M KPACUBBIM JIUIIOM, HE YCTYIAKIIUM HUA OGHOMY U3 MOJIOABIX JIIOEH BO
nBopite. Ho ero xapakrep OBl TakKuM c/1abbiM. Xebpayy CIIbIIIAl, YTO TOT Y2Ke JaBHO He IoCelaeT
3aHSTHS Y IBOPIIOBLIX YYUTEIIEH, IIeJIbIMUA JHIMHU 00JITAeTCS C KAKMM-TO HU3IIUM PHIIIAPEM U JKUBET
Cpemu CIyT, COBCEM He II0X0XK Ha IPHUHIA. XeIbpay/d B3JOXHYJI, HO B TO JXKe BpeMs C 06JIerYeHueM.
KcTpo cyIecTBOBA U KaK MpefynpexaeHue IJIsl ero 4eCToI0uBOro cTapIiero chiHa. OH He
XOTeJI, YTOOBI MJTQMILIINI ChIH JeMCTBUTENILHO CTall yTPo30ii, 0COOEHHO ceifyac, KOrfa CTpaHa
HaxoOuiach B COCTOSTHUM yIIafKa.

— BO3BpaHlafICH 1 T'OTOBBCS, — CKa3aJl KOPOJIb, — U He IIO30Pb MEHA B NEHb CBOEIr'0 POXKOEHUS.

C aTuMU CJI0BaMU OH HeTepIeJiuBO MaxHyJI PYKOH, OTIIyCKas €ero.

KVicTpo TyT Ke MOMPOIIAJICS U BHIIIENT U3 KOMHATHL. TOJTBKO 3a IBEPhIO OH CMOT PacCiabuThCH,
BBHIIIYCTUB U3 JIETKUX TSIXKEJbIM, TPSA3HEIMA BO3OyX. B KOpugope, psaaoM C KaMeHHOU CTaTyei, OH
BCTPETHUII CBOIO MaTh, KOTOPas BrIOexKaja B XajaTe ¥ O0CHUKOM.

— Yto cnyyunocs? Yto npou3sonuio?! — ['ocroxa IayCcus HEPBHO TPSCIia ero 3a pykKy. — UTo OH



Tebe cka3ai?!

HcTpo ycnokoun e€, cKa3as:

— Oren xoueT YCTPOUTE MHE II€PEMOHNIO COBEPIIEHHOJIETHA.

— Yr0?! — l'ocnozxka nmycun MUpPoKO pacKphljia rjia3a, CJI0OBHO He MOrjia noBeputh. — [IpaBma?
[TpaBma? OH meNCTBUTEIBHO TaK CKa3as?

— Ila, OH BeIesn MHe BEPHYTBCA U IIOOTOTOBUTHCA.

Bupsi, Kak MaTh IIEPEXOAUT OT yzKaca Iepe KaTacTpodoi K paflocTHOMY Bo36yxaeHuio, cTpo
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI Ce0s1 CTPaHHO.
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