— YT0 3a TMYHOCTD 9TOT MajeHbKUM JIyHHBIN cTapelr!?

Opuako V13U He ycIiena Kak ClefgyeT 3agyMaThCs, KaK yCibliana 00/1e3HeHHbIH 3BYK — ! — u eé
ceplle CXKaJloCh: €€ OTell OIYYUIl Cepbe3HbIe paHEHUS!

— Bnaprsika [IeMOHOB, IoXkKanyicTa, nomagute! — Yi3u 60sblie He MOTJIa CMOTPEeTh Ha JIuTaHa B
00bsATHAX Eo 1 Opocuiiack B CTOPOHY ISHS.

Anebappga, yHudToXKarlnasa 60ros, Kotopyio Eio TOBKO YTO IIOJHSJ, 3aMepiia Ha MeCcTe U3-3a €€
IIaHUYEeCKOT0 KpuKa. Y113u, O7efiHas U C BEIpaxkeHueM 00U Ha Julle, BCTana repeq IsiHEM, YMOJISS:
— IToxanyiicta, Bnagsika [IeMOHOB, IOIafguTe MOETo OTIa!

3aTeM OHa BBIXBaTHUJIa MEXOBYIO MMOACTHUIKY U3 PYK IOTEPSBIIET0 CO3HAHUE JSHSA U IPOTAHYIIa €€
Eio:

— Moii oTel] TPOCTO Ha MTHOBEHME MOMAJICS UCKYLIEHUIO, TOXKANIYyHUCTa, OyIbTe BEJIUKOTYIIHE,

OTIIyCTUTE ero!

Y1131 omycTuia rojioBy, IpUTBOPSISICh KCIYTAaHHOW U PACTEePSHHON: OHa Oblyla yBepeHa, 4To Brambika
IIeMOHOB OTIYCTUT €€ U OTIla. Begb OHa U €€ oTell pa3krpajy 3TOT CIIEKTaK/Ib, YTOOL 3aBOEBAThH
HEMHOTO COYYBCTBUS U 00JIETUUTH cebe MyTh K MpUOIMKEHUI0 K Bransike [IeMOHOB. DTO CHeNaeT eé
3amayvy MpoIIe.

LlapctBo Goros, [IBopel] YKKCHH.

Koro nouysctBoBan JIuuryas, ®eHukc?

— Kak 310 MoxkeT 6biTh OH!? — Pyka JIuHTyaHa, Nnexalas Ha 3BE3THOM [AKUCKe, OPOTHYyIa. — Pa3Be
OH He yMep!?

— Ilouswous! — ['ma3a JIuHryaHa BCIBIXHY/IM KPaCHEIM CcBeTOM. — Umu!

A tem BpeMeHeM Y13u y Kosnoniia 60roB ¥ JeMOHOB He IIPOSIBIISIa HU Karliu 6eCIIOKOMCTBa,
CIIOKOMHO 0xMfas, Korfga E oTIyCcTUT e€ U OTIIa.

— JlutaH... — E10 X0Ten 3aepKaThCsi: OTHb ObLI CUIBHO PaHEH, U II0Ka OH 3[eCh, TOT OymeT
BBIHYXK[IEH TepPIIEeTh O0JIb.

Ho B ero 00bATHAX OB €111€ OAMH MaJIeHbKUH CYIIIeCTBO, KOTOPOE TOJIBKO YTO IMIOTPATUIIO MHOTO
3CCEHINH.



JIuTaH, C IOTEMHEBIIUM IepeN Tla3aMy, UCIIHITHBaJ 60J1b, C1ab0CTh ¥ JUCKOMGOPT, C TPYAOM H3[al
3BYK:

— M-Mm...

Y, 4T0o0BI TOUYBCTBOBATHL Ce0s1 HEMHOTO JIy4llle, IOBEPHYJI T0JIOBY, IIPUXKABIINUCH IIEKOH K mevy Elo.

— Bnapgbika [1eMOHOB, CO MHOM BCE B IIOPSAKE, IIPOCTO XOYETCS CIATh...

Elo mo9yBCTBOBAJ JIETKYIO OOJIB B Illee ¥ HAXMYPHJICS: YTO-TO TBEPHOE YKOJIONO €ro? — ...

Ho, 60sicb, 4TO pe3Kue OBUKEHUS MOTYT IIPUYMHUTL TUCKOMMOPT MaJIeHbKOMY CYIIECTBY B €TI0
00BITHSX, OH CIePKaHHO Pa3fpakEHHO CKa3asl YII3u:

— TwI emé 3mech?

3aTeM, He TTIAs Ha JSHS, OH ucye3 ¢ JIuTaHOM Ha pyKax Ha rpaHuile LlapcTBa IeMOHOB.

— Xex... — Y13y, yBupes, Kak E1o IIOJTHOCTBIO MCYe3 U3 €€ OIS 3peHus, YILI0HYIach C
yIOBJIETBOPEHKEM, TIOTHSIa IIHSA C 3eMJIK U 06paboTana ero paHbl. — OTell, Tl XOPOILIO CIIPaBUIICS.

OsHb XMBIKHYI:
— 3a BCE IPUXOOUTCS IINTaTUTh.
3aTeM goOaBUII:

— Oco0OeHHO Korfa meso Kacaercs Biageiku [1eMOHOB, IieHa BCerja BEICOKA.

— Torpma, otel1, maBali BepHéMcs B ['opon YeTrsipéx Hampasnenuit u 06CynuM maibHEHIINE MIaHb! —
Cxka3zaB 3T0, OHa BBI3Bajla CTPAXKHUKOB U3 rOPOfia, YTOOH T€ COIIPOBOOMIN JsHSA 00paTHO.

— Kcratu, oretr, y Toro ManeHbkoro JIYHHOTO cTaplia Ha 10y GbITE pora. — BepHYBIIKCEH B TOKOU
OstHs1, Y13u cobupasack YITH, HO BHE3AITHO BCIIOMHUIIA, YTO BUAeJA pora Ha 0y JIuTaHa.

— IToub, TH He omubIack!? — Yciwimas 9T0, IHb B3IPOTHYI.

— Xm? — [MoyeMy oTell Tak OTpearupoBan? — ¢ yBepeHa, He omMOIach.

— OTO HEBO3MOZXKHO...

— B uéwm merno, oter? — [ToyeMy y OTIIa TaKOe BEIpaXKeHUE JIUIA?



— JlyxoBHBIE 3Bepu IpuHamiexkat LlapcTBy O0ToB, a TOT MalleHbKUY beccMepTHHIM BlaiblKa —
Jlyunusii ctaper. Kak IlapcTBo 6eccMepTHRIX MOTJIO MCIIOJIb30BATh JYXOBHOTO 3Beps u3 IlapcTBa
6oroB B KauecTBe JIyHHOTO cTapua? — OsiHb 3amyMascs. — Y YeTelpéx 60KeCTB HET IIOTOMCTBA...

— MoxXeT, 3T0 OyXOBHHIM 3BEPh, OTKHOIMNi B Benkoi BoiiHe O0T0OB U IeMOHOB?

— B LlapcTBe 60T0B BCero HECKOIbKO AYXOBHLIX 3Bepel, ¥ Bce OHU morubnu B Benukoi BoitHe. HUKTO
He CIIbIIa, YToObl ¥ HUX OBIIIO TOTOMCTBO, €CJIH TOJIBKO...

— Ecnu Tonpko uTO?

— Ho 310 ManoBeposAiTHO... — JsiHb CHOBA 3aAyMaJjicsi. — Ecnu 3To Tak, mouemy 3TOT JIyHHEIN CcTaper
He B LlapcTtBe 6oros? M nmoxoxe, uto IlapcTBo GeccMepTHHIX 00 3TOM He 3HaeT. Ecnu LlapcTBo
O6eccMepPTHBIX He 3HaeT, To LlapcTBO OOTOB YK TOYHO 3HATO OHI.

— ... — Y13u 3amyTanacs.

— B mo6oMm cryuae, B CleOyOIIKi pa3, KOTa OTIPaBUIIbCs B [JapcTBO IeMOHOB, OyOb BHUMaTEIbHA
K aToMy JIyHHOMY cTapuy. JIydiie, eclnu 3TO He MyXOBHBIM 3Bepb, HO C/H 3TO OH, 6yb OCTOPOXKHA.

— Kaxk OBITH OCTOPOXKHOM?

— Orelr He MOXKET TOYHO CKa3aTh, HO €CITH MIPUAETCS JeHCTBOBATh, HYKHO YOUTH €ro C OMHOI0 yaapa,
MHaye MOCIeACTBUS OyIyT CEPbE3HBIMU. — ISIHB C T'OJIOBHOM 0O0JIBbIO ITOMYMAJT: €CJIH 3TO
IeNCTBUTEILHO TYXOBHBIM 3Bephb U3 LlapcTBa 60T0B, U €ro He YObIOT, 3TO BEI3OBET OOJIBIINE
IPOOIIEMHI.

— He y6uBai, eciii HeT IOJTHOM YBEPEHHOCTH. — ISTHb CePbE3HO no0aBuil. — ECU 3TO IyXOBHEBIN
3Bepb, U OH CIIy4aiHo mpobyauTcs, OyOeT elé xyxe.

— Ioub MOHSTA. — YI3K CMOTpeJia Ha DSHS CO CIIOKHEIM BRIPaXKeHMEM JINIA, e€ ceprie
HAIOJIHUIOCH MOCaLOH.

— JlagHO, [OYb. — IgHb MaxXHYJ PYKOU. — MU, oTel] paHeH U X04YeT OTHOXHYTh.

V1131 ToKe He OBIIO0 HaCTpPO€eHHus, OHa IOIIPOoIIalaChk C OTOOM M HAIIPABUJIACh B CBOU ITOKOH.

TeMm BpeMeneM Eio, HaxodsCh B CBOUX IIOKOSX ¥ HaOIIomasi 3a OTEPSIBIIAM CO3HaHKE JIUTaHOM, elé
pa3 BHUMATEIbHO OCMOTPEIT €T0 C TOJIOBHI [I0 HOT, ITOCJIe YETr0 MOTPY3UJICS B Pa3gyMbs. — ...

— ... — Heyxenu 310 OBI710 €T0 BOOOpakeHue?



E1o mocMoTpen Ha nuiio JIuTaHa: Koxka Obiyia ¢pappopoBo-0e10¥ 1 HEXKHOM, HUYETr0 HeOOBIYHOTO.

E1o cHOBa IIOTpoOrall ero JTuIo: KpoMe I'JiadkKoCTH, HU4YEeTro He IOYyBCTBOBAJI.

— ... — Ho kak Tak? YT0-TO ONMpenenéHHo yKOIIOIIO ero...

— M-M... — Bone3HeHHbIN CTOH IIpepBa pa3MbliuieHus Ero, 1 0H cpa3y XKe IocMoTpes Ha JIuTaHa,
YbE TMYHUKO CMOPIIUIOCE OT OOJIH.

3areMm JIUTaH cierKa MOUIEBEJTUIICS Ha KPOBATH U C TPYHAOM OTKPHII ra3a. Ero KpacuBbie, SICHEIE
r71a3a 00BEJIM KOMHATY.

— 9-37

— ... — On npocro mpourHopupoBai MeHs? — E0 OBUT 03afadyeH, HO caM NIPUBJIEK BHUMaHUe
JluTaHa, IPOU3HECUB:

— JluTad...

— A? — JIuTaH, Ka3aioch, ellé He IPUIIEN B ce0s, MeJIeHHO pearupys. Ycislmas rojoc Eio, o
HaKOHel] II0BepHYyJcd. — Bnapbika [JeMOHOB TOXKe 3[0eCh?

— ... — E10 OBl o1I€IOMJIEH: Ky[ia €II€ S MOTY IOUTH?

— A... — JluTaH cHOBa 3apyMmaJsicsi. — A MexoBas IOLCTUJIKA BEPHYJIach?

— TrI He GecIoKOoHIILCs 0 cebe? — Exo mouyBCTBOBA pasmpaXkeHne: 9T0 MaJIeHbKOe CYIIeCTBO He
MOTJIO OyMaTh O YEM-TO IPYTroM, KpoMe cebsi? — Thl KCII0Ib30BaJl CBOI0 3CCEHIIMIO, 3TO BPETHO IS
TeJla ¥ pa3pyIIaeT TBOI CHITY.

— 4 3naw! — Heoxupauuo JIutan nocMoTpen Ha Eio ¢ IOHUMAaIOIIUM BeIpaxkeHueM. — U 4T0?

E10 X0Tenoch BCKPHITH I'0JIOBY JIuTaHa ¥ 3aMEHUTDh BCE €€ COOepPKUMOe.

— MoxeT, CHavaJa IOfyMaellb 0 YEM-TO IPYToM?

— Kak 3710 MoxKeT OBITh YTO-TO Apyroe? — JIUTaH MOJHSI I'OJIOBY X CEPHE3HO MOCMOTpeN Ha E. —
9TO ToXKe MOE geJo!

— ... — E10 3acTein, a JIuTaH moOHSAI, 4TO €ro CJI0OBa 3ByYalid ABYCMEBICJIEHHO: OH TOJIBKO YTO CKa3all,
YTO CBSI3aH ¢ Bnagwrikoi [JeMOHOB...



— O#t... — JIuTaH moMaxas pyKoi, MbITasiCh OTBJIEYh BHUMAHUE. — f UMEJT B BUY, YTO HYKHO
BEpHYThCS B LlapcTBO 6ECCMEPTHEHIX. ..

— 41 He roBOPUII, YTO HE MO3BOIIO Tebe BepHYThCS. — E10 ¢ MHTEpeCcoM IPOTSHY PYKY U MOTHSIIT
nog6opomok JIuTaHa, 3aCTaBUB €TI0 TOCMOTPETD B T'Mla3a. — Ho ecTh ycioBue.

— A? — YT0 03HaYaeT 3TOT MHOTO3HAYUTEJIbHBIY B34y Biamsiku [leMoHOB? — Kakoe ycnoBue?

— Manenskuii JInTas HOOJI2KEH CBA3aTh C BHaIIBIKOfI r]:[eMOHOB KPACHYIO HUTE, YTOOHI BEPHYTBCA.

JluTaH, yBuzeB, Kak E10 HaKJIOHS€eTCSs, YTOOHI IIO1IeJIOBATh €r0, MHCTUHKTUBHO MOIBITANICS
OTCTPAHUTHCS, HO Elo omepemus ero, CXBaTUB 3a MOA00POIOK U IOIEJI0OBAB.

— HMHaye g ocTasio ManeHbKOro Jlutana B LlapcTBe IeMOHOB, U OH HUKYa He IeHeTCA.

— LapctBo HebecHoe ¢ ToOo# pa3bepércs! — JIuTaH mOKpPAcHEN OT CThIAA U HamyJ ry6el. — OHU
Tebs1 TOOBIOT!

Ero cran emié Haree.

— Ecnu oHu nonkiTaloTcd 3a0paTh MaieHbKOro JIuTaHa, 1, KOHeUHO, OyAy ApaThCs.

MI/IHXYHL, OepXKa B PYKaX IIBETOK C aJIbIMU JINCTBAMHU, IIOOOIIET K OBEPH U yCIIBIIIAII:

— TwI TaKOM OECCTHIIHUK!

Efo OBICTpO TO¥MaJ IIBETOK, KOTOPHIH BIIeTENl B KOMHATY, U IIOYYBCTBOBAJI HEJIOBKOCTh. — ...

— Xm? — ITouemy Brnaprika [leMOHOB BHITTISIAUT CMYyIIEHHEIM? — Bragrika [leMOHOB, YTO CIy4YUIIOCH?
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