— Wmnepatop Taiiu, — JIuTaH, yCIBIIaB 3TH CJI0Ba, Cpa3y XKe IMOHoLIEN Ouxke U, Cyas o
BhIpaXKeHUIo nula [lynxyaH Taly, MOHSAJ, 4TO TOT X04YeT CIIPOCUTh. — JHEPIus, KOTOPYIO BEHI
ollyllaeTe Ha MHe, OCTaBJIeHa MaJleHbKUM 0eCCMEepPTHBIM BJIAOLIKON, KOTOPHIN OBLIT PSIOM C
MMIIEPATOPOM [EMOHOB.

BcnoMHUB cTpaHHOE MoBefieHNe YXKYHIIH TOM HOUYblo, JIuTaH mo6aBuiI, HAXMYPHUBIIKUCE:

— B ¢puonetoBou ogexze...

m

BHe3amHO BO3HHUKIIIAS B BO3Oyxe HaHpH}KéHHOCTB 3acTtaBuna JIuTaHa Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMepPeTh.

OH MHCTUHKTUBHO IIOCMOTPEJI B CTOPOHY UCTOYHHUKA U yBUAe, 4To [IyHxyaH Taiu ObIT OKPYKEH
HEOIKMCYeMOHY aypoi HU3KOr0 JaBjeHUs. OTa peaKLus MOATBePAua ero goragky: YXKyHiu u
yMnepatop Taly JeuCTBUTEJIBHO CBSI3aHbl TECHEIMU y3aMUu.

Ho JIuTtan mpomosyart, Kak u ToBopuil Exo. OH Bpsif M paccKaXkeT eMy mpaBay. CIyCTs HEKOTOpoe
BpeMs OH CHOBA YCJIBIIIAJ TOJIOC, CITPAIIMBAOIIHA:

— Kak 30BYT 3TOT'O YEJIOBEKA B (I)I/IOTIeTOBOM?

— UXxyHH.

EnBa JIuTaH IpOM3HEC 9TH CJIOBa, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO aTMOCdepa cTana eé 6onee
HampsiKEHHOM. Ho ero 6ecrmokousto To, 9to nuio [lyHxyaH Taiy CTaHOBHUIIOCH BCE 60JIee CYypOBHIM.

Ecnu 3T0 Tak BaxkHO, ToueMy OBl He Y3HATh CAMOMY?

[Toka JIuTaH pa3MHIIIISAI, OH YCIIbIIIAT JIETKKE LIaTu ¥ YBUAeN, Kak [IyHxyaH Taiu npubau3uncs K
HEMY.

PaccTostiue OBIZI0O TAKUM, YTO OH MOT PaCcCMOTPETh KaKAyI0 SMOIUIO Ha €r0 JIUIIe.

— Wwmmnepartop Taiin...? — Yo oH 3agyman?

B TOT ke MOMEHT OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI 3HAKOMYIO aypy PSAOM C c000ii, KOTOpas U3jydasa MOIb U
TIOMIaBIIsijia BCE BOKPYT.

3aTeM Npo3By4al Cjlerka HeloyMeBalolIii rojioc, oOpalnenHblii K Ef0, KOTOpHIM U3Iy4as 3Ty MOIIb:

— 91 He cobupaloch MPUYUHSTH Bpex LIunuHio. ..



3aTeM OH B3TJIAHYII Ha JIuTaHa, KOTOpLIfI He IIOHUMaJl, II04YeMy Ero Tak TIIOCTYIINII, ¥ IIPOOOJIZKHJI:

— 4 mpocTo X049y y3HATh OOMIBIE O TOM YeJI0BEKE B (DHOIETOBOM, O KOTOPOM ThI TOBOPHIL.

Ero B3rmspg sscHO roBopuil: «Y MeHS HET HaMepEeHUM NIPUYUHUTE Bpen LIunuHo».

TonbKo TOrma maBjieHue, ucxondiiee oT Ero, ucyessno. JIuTan, Habmogas 3a BCeM 9THUM, UCIILITHIBAII
CJIOXKHBIE YYBCTBA: HEJIOBKOCTD U UTO-TO €III€, YTO OH HE MOT OIIHUCATb...

Ho npucyrctaue Eio psmoM ¢ HUM [aBajio eMy YyBCTBO 6€30IaCHOCTH. ..

YTo co MHOM’ HpOI/ICXOI[I/IT? JITaH IOIHITAJICS BRHITECHUTD U3 I'OJIOBE BHE3AITHO BO3HUKIINM 06pa3
BJIaCTHOT'O JIMII4, OTBJIEKASICh:

—H HMIIEPATOpP AEMOHOB BCeTOa IIPOTUBOCTOUT I'I}KYHJ'II/I

JIuTaH He IIOHKUMAJI, YTO CKa3ajl HeIpaBUIbHO, IOTOMY 4TO JTUI0 [IyHXyaH Taiiu CHOBa CTajo
HAIpPSIXKEHHBIM.

Ho oH Begp HU4Uero He cKalan? ToIbKO IPOU3HEC UMS...
Nms!?

JIuTaH BHE3amIHO IIOHI: HMIIepaTop Tauu HEe cMmor COepZXKaThb 9MOITUH, YCIIBIIIaB UM I'I}Ky’HJ'II/I, " 3TO
OTPA3UJIOCh Ha ero JIHuIe...

Efo ObinT mpaB: uMnepaTop Taiiu IPOCTO yCIbIan uMs YXKYyHIH, ¥ eT0 HaCTPOeHUE YXYALIUIIOCh.
OueBupgHO, YKyHIM [T HETO OYEHDb BaXKEH, CKOPEe BCETO, 3TO €0 YEJIOBEK...

— lIunuHE.
— A?.. — JIuTaH NOHAJ, YTO OTBNIEKCS, U, BUAA, Kak [lyHxyaH Talu XOET NIPOMOJIKEHNUs, IOKPAaCHEN

OT CMyIlIEHUA. — Y MeHs He ObIJIO MHOTO KOHTAKTOB C q}KYHHH, HO A 3aMETHJI, 4YTO UMIIepaTop
OEMOHOB, KaXKeTCs, HaMEPEHHO ITIPOTUBOCTOUT EMY...



YT0 BOOOIIE TPOUCXOMUT?

[Touemy umnepatop Taliu He MOXKET CaepXaTb IMOLUMN?

JluTaH cMOTpen Ha Bcé Oonee MpauHoe nullo JJyHxyaH Taiiu ¢ HeloyMeHHeM, Beb 3TOT HebeCHEIN
MMIIEPATOP CJIABUJICSI CBOUM CaMOOOIaflaHUEM.

— 910 Kacaetcs Bnagbiku [lemMoHOB, — JIuTaH, CO6paBH.II/ICB C OyXOM, paCCKa3all 0 TOM, 49TO I[Iu130Hb
CKa3adJl ¥ peliujl B OTHOLIEeHUN q}KYHJ'II/I, d 3dTeM B3OOXHYII. — 9TO BCE, YTO 5 3HAIO.

— XwMm!

B ymax Bcex IPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX pPa3fasiCs XOIOOHBIN CMEIIOK.

JlutaH TYT 2Ke IMOOHSII TOJIOBY ¥ ITOCMOTPENT B CTOPOHY MCTOYHHUKA 3BYKd, BCTPETUBIINCE B3TTISAIOM C
PE3KUM U arpeCCUBHBIM JIMITOM.

YernoBek, 061aJaBIIAM OCTPEIMU YYBCTBAaMU U OBICTPOM peaKIen, 3aMeTHIT eTo B3I, U JIuTaH
OYHYJICS OT III0KA, YBU/IEB B 30JI0THIX I'JIa3aX, IOJIHBIX HEYIOBOJIbCTBUS, XUILIHbIHM OJIECK.

m

BoxecTtBenutit [Tpecton L3ssHb0uH!?

JIuTaH HaXMyPUJICS U OIYCTHII T'Ia3a, YTOOBI CKPHITh CBOE M3yMIIeHKe. 3alagHblil CTpaX,
OTBeYaMIINX 3a YOUICTBA, CIaBAIIANCS CBOUM CKBEPHBIM XapaKTEPOM...

Ecnu OH yBUIUT €ro BhIpaXKeHue, TO BPsA Jiu OymeT 671aroCKIOHEH.

Emy On1710 BCE paBHO, HO, 3Has xapakTep Eio, TOT He noTepnen Obl, YTOOH €r0 00MKaIK, 1 eciu Obl
9TH [IBOE CTOJIKHYJIKCH, 9TO IIPUBEJIO ObI K CEPHE3HOMY KOH(IIUKTY.

EnBa JIuTan momymari 06 3TOM, KaK YCIBIIIAN IIIOPOX, @ 3aTeM 3BYK OBLICTPHIX IIATrOB.

[ITaru ObLIM HEPOBHHIMY, SIBHO HEYBEPEHHBIMH.

m

Mapm!?



Jlutan IMIMPOKO PACKPEIJI I''Ta3d, ITIOHKUMaAA, 9TO El0, Kak OH 1 IIpeamoiara, COGI/IpaHCH BCTYIIUTE B
CXBATKYy C boxxecTBeHHBIM HpeCTOHOM HBHHB6I/IH, HO He MOT', IePZXKa Ha PYKaX MaJIEHbBKOTI' O Komouxka.

HOQTOMy OH IIOCTABHUJI €TI0 Ha 3eMIJIIO...

Ho 3auem maneim nobexan? Kyna on HampasniseTcs?

JIuTaH c HeOyMeHreM IOJHS TOJI0BY U TYT ke mobaenuen. Manenbkuil Komouek, Kpruda «Ou-oit!»,
MyYascs npaMo K [[3gHp0uHY.

LI3sHb0MH, OIHAKO, CTOSJI HETIOABUXKHO, C IOOHATOM GpOBbI0, HaOMonas 3a HEyBePeHHO Oerymum
MaJIbIIIIOM, CJTOBHO IIHITAsICh MMOHSTh, YTO TOT 3afyMall.

'

JIuTaH 4yTh He TOTEPSJ CoO3HaHKe. ManeHbKuil KoModek ocTaHoBuiCs nepeq LI3sHE0MHOM U, He
00s1Cb, CMOTPEJI B €T0 SIPKHE 30JI0THIE T'J1a3a.

1I3aHB0MH MOJTYa CMOTPEJT Ha MaJIeHbKOT'0 KPEIhillla, KOTOPEIH, ITOAXKaB r'yObl, CMOTPEIT Ha HETo.

— Omn!

1I37HLOMH He TOHUMAJT:
— Yro...

— On! — Ho nmpexpe 4eM OH 3aKOHYWJI, B I'JIa3aX MaJblllla IOSBUIICS 37I0BEITUM O11€CK, ¥ OH
BBITJISAZIENT YT POKAIOIIIe.

LI3sHLOMH He yCIIeNl CpearupoBaTh, KaK MalbIIl BHE3AMHO OPOCHUIICS Ha HEero, ¥ ero Hora OIIyTHIIa
TSIKeCTh. MaleHbKHH arpeccop BLUEMHIICS B HETO ¥ Hayall KapabKaThCs BBEPX.

OH gBuUTascs Tak OBICTPO, 4TO, Korga L[3gHBEOUH MOMBITANICS CXBAaTUTh €70, MaJIBIII YKe ITPOYHO
YCTPOUJICS Ha HEM, IIOHSB T'OJIOBY:

— Onu!



CrnaGblif, eBa yJIIOBUMEIN 3amax KPOBU MPOHUK B HO3APHU BCEX MPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX.

Tpoe coxpaHsIu CIIOKOMCTBUE, HO JIuTaH nmobnenHesn. Mansii yKycun boxkectBernHoro IIpecrorna
3s1up0umH!

CMOTpH Ha TOHKHE KaIlJIl KPOBH, BEITEKAIOIIWE N3 IIEn L[3${HB6I/IHa, JIuTaH He MOT BEIMOJIBUTD HU
CJIOBa.

TonbKO KOTIa B BO3OyXe IOBUCIIA JIETKask TeHb YOUMCTBEHHOT0 HaMepeHus, JINTaH OYHYIICS, Cepalle
ero OelIeHo 3aKO0JIOTUIIOCH, U, He ofpalas BHUMaHUS Ha IPUCYTCTBIe HeGeCHOro uMmeparTopa, OH
HaPYIIUJI BCe TpaBUiIa 9TUKETA, KpU4ya B3BOJTHOBAHHO U COMBYMBO:

— Majprm!

Efo Xe, CTOS psimOM, 3arOpesics ajibiM CBETOM, HO He IIPOSIBIIS YOUMCTBEHHOTO HaMepeHus, TUIb
IIPUCTalIbHO CMOTPeN Ha L[3sHb0MHA, TOTOBLIM B /110001 MOMEHT pPa3BsI3aTh BOMHY, laXke eCJId TOT
Ob1 omHUM U3 YeThIpeX 60kKeCTB!

OpmHako BCe MPUCYTCTBYIOMIKE ObIIM HIOKMPOBAHBI TEM, YTO, HECMOTPSI Ha TUXUM MTPeNyIpeKaaromui
PHIK Majbiiia, LI3THp0uH He pearupoBall.

OTa clieHa 03aflauujia BCEX, U HUKTO He MOT IOHSTh, 0 YEM [yMaJsl 3TOT I'PO3HBIM 3allafHbIi CTPaXK.

BueszanHo pa3gaicsa JIeASTHOM TOJI0C ]_[35{HB6I/IHa:

— OtmoycTH.

— V-y! — BmecTo TOr0 4TOOH OTIIYCTHTD, MAJIBIII CXKaJl YeJIIOCTH eIll€ CUIbHee, ¥ TOHKHEe Kalllu
KPOBM CTEKaJId I10 €To Ilee, CKPLIBAsSICh OO BOPOTHUKOM.

— Mar...

JIuTaH He yclien KPUKHYTh, KakK OB IIOKMPOBaH yBUAeHHBIM. KpoBu Ha miee 1[3sHb0MHA OBITIO TaK
MHOTO, YTO MaJIBIII IPOTJIOTHJI HEMHOT0, U B TOT K€ MOMEHT €ero0 TojIy0nle rjla3a 3aropeuch
KPACHBIM CBETOM.



— Majprm!

Marnbii, Ka3anoch, BCTYIUI B IPOTUBOCTOSTHYUE C [[3THBOMHOM, OTKa3bIBasiCh OTIIYCKATh, HO HE MOT
WUTHOPUPOBATH 30B OTIIa, MHAYUE TOT IMOAyMast Obl, YTO OH HETIOCITyIIHBIH. .

m

Yto 31O OBLIO!?
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