— LIsiub KOaub! — cHoBa mo3Ba I'y Llu Cios, U, KaK ¥ 0KHMIAJIOCh, 37I0H OPAKOH OCTAHOBHUJICS.

Teneps I'y Llu Ci03 OBITT yBEpeH: 9TO NENUCTBUTEIBLHO UMS JpaKOHa.

Kazanocs, Bce KinaHb Tpex MupoB 3Hanu, 4To nof [IBoprom boxkecTBeHHOU [IeBbl 3aTOYEH 37101
IPaKOH, HO HUKTO He MOT Ha3BaThb ero uMeHu. I'y Llu Ci03 Toxke He 3HAJI, HO B rITyOuHe MaMsTH KTO-
TO CJIOBHO ILIEITAaJl EMy, YTO 9TOT0 ApaKoHa 30ByT LIsgHb FOaHb.

IpakoH Lsgup F0aHb 130 BCeX CUM TSHYI K HEMY KOT'TUCTYIO JIally, a €T0 pblyaHie Pa3HOCUIIOCH I10
BCEMY II0I3eMeJIbI0 IBOPIia, 9XOM IIOBTOPSISICH CHOBA U CHOBA.

Ot 3TOrO0 3ByKa 06a MyKYMHEI II0YYBCTBOBAJIM, KAK T'0JI0BA 3aKPYKUJIACh, @ YIIU CJIOBHO T'OTOBHI
OBLIM OTJIOXHYTE.

B 9TOT MOMEHT OHM BHE3AITHO YCIIbIIIAN HU3KUY I'0JI0C, KOTOPHIM BEHIKPUKHUBAI:

— BoxectBennas [eBa... [u FOii!

— Iu HOu! L FOu!!

— HMwma BoxecTtBeHnHOU [leBbl, — Tux0 npousHec ['y Lu Cros.

— JT1O0T OPaKoOH... — Aup Yu IIOYYBCTBOBAJI UYTO-TO CTPAHHOE. I'onoc, HeCOMHEHHO, IIpUHAAJIeXKall
OPAKOHY, HO B €TI0 TOHE He OBITTO HEHABUCTH.

OH 6GorbIne MOXOOUI Ha MaJIeHbKOTO pebeHKa, KOTOPHIM BOCXMINAETCS CBOUM KOPOJIEM, H30 BCEX CHUIT
CTapasiCh CIIed0BaTh 3a HUM.

— OcTopoxHO!

OH TonBKO ImomyMaJsl 00 3TOM, KaK YCIBIIIal TPecK. YBumeB, Kak I1yTel, CBs3biBatomiue [IpakoHa,

pas3phIBalOTCS Ha 4acTu, oH ObIcTpo oTTsAHYN ['y Llu Cio3 Ha 6e30macHOe pacCTOSHUE.

Onnako I'y Lz Cro3 myman TONIBKO O TOM, KakK CHOBa 00y3pmaTh gpakoHa. OH BEIPBaJ PyKy U3 3axBaTa
Anw Yu, npussan [locox Ycmuperus [[eMOHOB U IPEITHYII IPSAMO IIepen IPaKOHOM.

Ho mpakoH, Ka3ajoch, He 6osicst ero. O gaxe o6orayn I'y Lu Cios gBaxKnbl, a 3aTeM IIPEeBPATHUIICS B
YyeJioBeYeCKUH 00K MPSIMO TIepey] HUM.

— [u ...

[epen I'y Llu Cio3 cTosin MyK4uuHa B OeJIBIX 0fekaax ¢ sCHeIMU yepTaMu nuila. I'y Lu Cios cMoTpen
Ha Hero, He Bepsl CBOMM Tjla3aM: HeyKeJIl 3TO TOT CaMblil yKaCHBIHM IPaKOH, KOTOPOTO OH BHUEI



MUHYTY Ha3ap?

— Lu HO#, — MyX4uHa IPUCTAIbHO CMOTPEJI Ha HEeTo, laXke MOOHSII PYKY, YTOOB KOCHYTLCS €0
JINIA.

Fy [z C109, OlLIeI0MIEHHBIH, OTCTYIIXUJI Ha IIOJIIIara.

MyxunHa, HaKOHell, OTIOMHUJICS, ONyCTUJI PYKY U, OITyCTUB I'0JIOBY, CJIOBHO I'OTOB OBIJT 3alljlaKaTh:

— Tol He oHa. OHa OblyTa KpacuBee Tebs.

fAub Yu, CTOSBIIMY PSIOOM, HAXMyPUJI OPOBU, U3NTydast Pa3gpakeHue.

Ou notsauyn I'y Lu Cio3 K cebe:

— OH caMbI¥l KpacuBelid! A TH, C TBOUMHU T'JIa3aMU, KaK pOHAPH, IIPOCTO CIEMOoH!

— 8 Yu, — Tuxo nossain ero I'y lu Croa.

[Tocne HegaBHero 0e3ymus gpakoHa [IyTwl ObLIM pa30pBaHEL, U TeIEPhb Y HUX He ObIo apTedakxTa,
4yTOOBI €T0 CcAepKaTh. EC/K ero CHOBa pa303JIUTh, ITOCIENCTBUS OYIYT YKaCHBHI.

Aup Yu monumar, uyto uMmen B Buny ['y Llu Cio3, HO B gyllle OH TPOCTO HE MOT CMUPUTLCS C STUM
HarJbIM ApakoHOM!

C camoro MoMeHTa UX [TOSIBJIEHUS 3[ECh Ila3a gpakoHa He oTphiBanuck oT 'y Ilu Cro3, a Teneps oH
ellle ¥ IBITAJICS IPUKOCHYTHCA K HEMy! A OTOM, KOT[ia CTaj0 HEJIOBKO, CTaJl TOBOPUTH, YTO OH
HEKPaCUBBIU.

Takoro popfa ynoBku Brapnrika [[eMOHOB BUEeI MHOXKECTBO pa3 U aBHO UX PaCKyCu!

Laub FOaHb, TOMBKO YTO IPEBPATUBIINNCSA B YesioBeKa, cMoTpen Ha 'y Ilu Cro3, BCe ellle He IOHUMAs
IIPOUCXOMSAIIETO.

ITOT uesioBeK OBIJI Tak 1moxox Ha [lu HOi.

Ho 270 6Bl MyKUKHa.

Lz O Oblia HeXKHOU U U3SLIHOM, C TPAIMO3HOM QUTYPOH, @ 3TOT MyK4YMHa OBIJT CJIUIIIKOM BEICOKUM,
¥ ero KpacoTa Obla CIIUIIKOM SIpKOi. ITo He Obina BoxecTBenHas [desa Liu 10i.



Lz FO# TeICSTYM JTeT Ha3ajl 0KepPTBOBaIa CBOEH JKM3HBIO, YTOOB! COEPKATh €T0, KCYePIIaB BCIO CBOIO
cumny.

Kto ke ator MmyxxumnHa? [loueMy oH Tak moxox Ha Llu FOu?

— Kro TI? — HakoHell, crpocu s KOaub, Koneosics.

I'y Llu Cro5 He OTBETHIL.

Benb oH He MOT CKa3aTh: «f TOT, KTO MOKJISJICS CHOBA 3amevyaTaTh Tebs», BepHO? Ecimu OBl OH Tak
CKa3aJl, BO3MOXHO, oHH ¢ JHEL Yu cerogHs Ol 3mMeCh U MOTU0IIH.

Lisius FOaHb, He TOIy4YUB 0TBETA, CHOBA CIIPOCHUIT:

— Kaxkoe oTHomeHnue Tel uMeemns K 1y FO#i?

...Hukaxkoro.

Xorts, korga boxecTtBenHas [leBa norubia, OH yKe cTajn 6eCCMEePTHEIM, HO TOTAa OH OBIJT JIUIIh
MaJleHbKUM 6eCCMEPTHHIM, He UMEBIIIUM IIpaBa Aaxe BouTH B [IBopell boxecTBeHHOU [IeBH. [axe
yTOOBI TOKUHYTH [leBaTh Hebec, eMy HyKHO OBIJIO IIOTyYUTh Pa3pelleHre 0T CTapIIuX 6€CCMEPTHHIX.

Fy u C105 moHUMaAJ, YTO HEIb3s IIpoaoJIZKaTh MOJI9YaTh, MHa4Y€ JPAKOH MOZXKET Pa303JIMThECA.
H03TOMy, THIaTEJIbHO 06IIYMaB, OH OTBETHUII:

— 4 He umMmero oTHOIEHHUS K BoxkecTBeHHOU [leBe.

— Huxkaxkoro? — LsHb KOansb sBHO He IIOBEPHUIL. — THI Tak MOX0XK Ha Hee.

I'y Ilu Cro5 meiCTBUTENBHO HE 3Hall, II0X0XK JIX OH Ha boxecTBeHHYIO [leBy.

OH BUAeN TONBKO ee CTaTylo, Ty CaMylo, C KOTOPOH y2Ke 00JIynuIack no3ooTta. YepTH nulia ObUIN
IIOYTH CTEPTHl BpeMeHeM, U OH He MOT Pa3TrisifeTh ee UCTUHHBIN 00JIUK.

[Tostomy I'y Llu Cro3 oTBETHII:

— He 3Hat0. { npocto ManeHbKUY OeCCMepPTHEIY, HUKOTIa He BUMEN HaCTOSIIero Julia

BoxecTBeHHOM [I€BHI.

— ITocox Ycmupenus [1eMOHOB Ipu3Han Tebs CBOUM X035IMHOM, a THl TOBOPHIIb, YTO HUKOTA He
Bupes boxecTseHHy [leBy?



I'y ITu C103 mocIenHo 00bsICHUI:

— 9T0 OBINIa CITy4alHOCTb.

— Kakas cnyyallHOCTb MOXKET IIPeBpaTUTh apTedakT boxkecTBeHHOM []eBbl B TBOM OCHOBHOM
apredakT?

...OFpOMHaH CHY‘-I&fIHOCTB, COBCEM He IIPeKpaCHad.

Bce Havaoch TpU THICSYY JIET Ha3al, KOTla OH, IIbSHBIM, CTy4aiHO 3a0pes B 3TOT pa3pyIleHHbIH
IIBopen boxecTBeHHOU [€BEHL.

Torma Aue Yu TONIBKO 4YTO 3aHAJ TPOH Branbiku [1eMOHOB, U cpefu KilaHa becCMepTHEIX
PacCIPOCTPAHMUINCE CIYXH O TOM, HaCKOJIbKO MOTYIIIeCTBeH HOBHIM Brnambika [JeMoHOB. YTOOH
IPeJOTBPATUTh BO3MOXKHOCTh TOT0, UTO IIEPBEIM [I€JI0M HOBBIY Brageika [1eMOHOB HAUHET
yHUYTOXKaTh KnaH beccmepTHbIX, HebecHbiit MMnepaTop ycrpoun nup, yromasa ['y u Cios BUHOM U
o0cyXpas, KaK HajlaguTb OTHOILIEHUS C KJIaHOM [[eMOHOB.

KoHeuHO, ecu He ymacTcs HalaguTh oTHOIeHus, To ['y Iu Cio9 moiKeH OB BO3TJIABUTL apMUI0 U
YHUYTOXUTH UX BCEX!

Ho aro 6sumu nums MeuTh Hebecroro Mimneparopa. Korpa oHu mpoTpe3Besnu, HUKTO HE MOT
BCIIOMHUTb, O YeM UMEHHO OHU FOBOPMIM, U 00a 0Ka3a/luCh B CaMbIX HEOXKUIAaHHBIX MECTaX.

HeGecHeii iMIiepaTop MPOCHYJICS Ha Tope, Toe BocXomuT comnuile, a I'y ITu Ci09 — B pyKax CTaTyu
BoxecTBeHHOM [IeBEI, IPOH3EHHEIA MEUOM II0f Ha3BaHueM «BcTpeuatomuii MHei».

OH 61y ene HecuacTHee Hebecnoro MmmnepaTopa: ero pa3byausl Med, BOH3UBIIUKCS B €T0 TPYAb,
ocTaBUB I1y00Kyio paHy. K cyacThio, 6eCCMEepPTHOE TENl0 He IIOABEPKEHO CMEPTH, U €T0 3alluIIaia
IYXOBHAs 3HEPrus, UHa4e OH Ol morub Ha MecTe.

BrITamus Med U3 TPyAU, OH 3ajeUr paHy 4, HEBOJIbHO OINEePIIKNCh OKPOBABIEHHOM PYKOM Ha CTATYIo,
obOHapyxui, 4yTo [Tocox Ycmupenus [[eMOHOB, 3anedyaTaHHbIM BHYTPHU, TOYYBCTBOBAJ €TI0 KPOBH U
IIOTJIOTHUJI ee.

I peBHU# apTedakT, MUTaeMblii KPOBbIO U CBSI3aHHBIM C Hel, ciaydaiHo 3akmiouun ¢ I'y Lu Croa
KJISITBY KH3HU U CMEPTH.

OmHako M3-3a BHE3AITHOT'0 3aKJII0UEHUs KIISTBH C apTedaKkToM OH 3a0bIT BEIUTH U ITPOBEPUTH
00CTaHOBKY, ¥ 10 CUX IIOp He 3HaeT, KTo Torpa Opocus B HeTo Meu.

Y100kl HAUTH TOTO, KTO PAHUII €T0, OH Haxe MMpociiaBuil Meu BeTpeuatomuit HeH, HO 00 CUX TTOP
HUKTO He IIPU3Ha ero.



Meu ObIT CTPAaHHBIM: XOT4A OH IIPHU3HAJI X034MHA, 3da TPU TEICAYH JIET OH HU PA3y HE IIPOABUIL cebst!

BcnomuuB 06 atoMm, I'y Liu Ci03 BApYT 0CO3HAJ, YTO laBHO He YYBCTBOBAJI IIPUCYTCTBUS Meyda.

Panbine, gaxe eciy OH He KCIIONIb30Bajl €ro, Med BCerfia faBaj o ce0e 3HaTh, a cervac Imo4YyemMy-To
3aTHX.

I'y Iu Cio9, mOrpyKeHHBI B CBOM MBICIIHM, COBCEM 3a0bIJI, YTO HaXOAUTCS B onacHocTu. OH
IIOCMOTPeN Ha fAHp YU U CIIpoCu:

— ¢ maBHO He UCIO0JIL30BAJI MeY, ma?

— A? [la... HaBepHOeE.

B TPE3BOM BH]IE OH OEeUCTBUTEJILHO HE UCIIOIb30Ball MeY, HO B MTbSHOM COCTOSTHAY MHOT A [I0CTaBall
€ro 1 Ha4rMHaJl JEMOHCTPHUPOBATE CBOXU HABBIKH.

Ho 06 aToM He cTOMIIO TOBOPUTH. BCce-Taku 0H Bricimit 6eCCMEPTHBIM, ¥ HYKHO COXPAHSTD JIUIO.

— MoxeT, u3-3a TOTO, YTO 5 aBHO HE UCIIOJIb30Bal MeY, OH 00UOescs U rnepecTal IIPOosABIIATH cebs?

Bripaxenue nuila AHbs Y1 nCKa3UIIOCE:

— THI COBCEM He IIOMHUIIL, KaK S CTall TBOUM y‘-IeHI/IKOM?

— Kaxkoe 370 umeert oTHOIeHNe K Meuy Berpeuatomuii Hei? — I'y Lu Cro3 OB OKOHYATENIBHO
cOuT ¢ TonKy. XoTss Mo VMiH roBopuiI, 4TO OH yrpoxarin AxHb Yu MedoM, U TOT CTall ero Y4eHUKOM, HO
KakKoOe 3TO UMeeT OTHOIIEHNUE K HAaCTPOEHHUIO Meda?

Aup Yu He BrIIEpKal 4 3aKaTHUII Ta3a:

— Meu Bcerpeuatomui UHel y MeHS.

— Kak oH y Tebs?

— Trl momapui ero MHe, — C pa3gpaxeHueM oTBeTun AHp Yu. — THI CKa3al, YTO 9TO MOM MOJapoK 3a
TO, YTO 51 CTaJl TBOUM YUEHUKOM.

— Taxk "Henb3sa! — BocknukHyn I'y Lu Cios. — Meu yxke npu3Hal X0391MHa, OH He MOU. BepHu ero
MHe, BOPYT OH PaHUT Tebs!

Aup Yu crpocurn:



— [Touemy OH gO/IKEH PAHUTL MEeHA?

— V¥V Hero ecTh X035iMH! ITOT MeY 0YeHb CBOEHPABHBIM, OyIb OCTOPOXKEH.
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