— JTO0T yONMONOK NOMXKeH OBbIT yMepeTh BMECTE CO CBOEH I'PSI3HON MaTEPhio! — rojI0C KEHIIUHEL CTall
IIPOH3UTEIILHEIM, @ JIUI0 HCKA3HUIOCh.

— He cTouT Tak BOIHOBAThLCS, OTpaBieHKe OblJIO KpaliHeil Mepoii! Terneps HENb3s TEPSThH T'OJIOBY!
IaBaii mpocTto OymeM HaOMIOAaTh... — MYKCKOM I'0JI0C 3By4all CIIOKOWHO, IIBITAsACh YCIIOKOUTD.

*Xnon!* — 3BOHKAad MOLIeYWHA OTJIyIInjIa BCEX.

— HabGmiomaTs, HabmionaTs!! TBOM men Temeph 3aHsAI HEUTPAJIbHYIO TIO3UIIKI0 U OOJIbIIE He
nonpnepxkusaeT Te0s! Tel moTepsn Liun YxkaHd, BaxkHylo GUTYpy, a Teneps U fepa!! HabmomaTs —
3T0 Ha0mogaTh, KaK Apyrue mar 3a maroM tTeds modexkmaroT!! — KeHIMHa Kprudasa, ee JIUI0
MCKaXKajocCh OT SIPOCTHU, OHA CMOTpEeJIa Ha MyK4YUHY, CIIOBHO XOTeJla ero CheCTh.

My}K‘-II/IHa HAXMYPHJICS, IOYYBCTBOBAB BKYC KPOBHU Ha SA3EBIKE.

— YT0 MBI MOXEM CHelaTh Cerndac, eClii He COXPaHATh CIIOKOMCTBUE? Halll IPOTUBHUK yKe BEIPOC, U
MBI HE CMOXKEM €T0 OfI0JIeTh B ofHOYache. OTell IBHO 671arOBOJIUT €MY, UTO HAM OCTaeTCs? — ToJIoC
My2KYWHEBI 3By4YaJl TPEBOXKHO U HEYBEPEHHO.

— XM, He IiyMay, 4YTO UMIIepaToOpCKas MUJIOCTb — 3TO BCe. [IUTs, €ClIi TBOU OTELl He JaeT, MbI
BO3bMEM CaMU, — XKeHIWHA IPUIIYPUIIach, TIAAS Ha MyKUYUHY.

— B3saTp? Thl UMeelb B BUAY...

— HimenHo, nHaye B uMmnepuu Benmukoit Can TebOe He GyeT MecTa, — XKeHIIMHA CMOTpPesa Ha
MYXKYUHY C OKUJaHUEM U 000IpeHNEM.

— Xopomro! [Tux YkaHb KOHTPOIUPYET BOKWCKA Ha rpaHutie! 1 MCIOIBb3YI0 CBOIO TBAPANIO, YTOOH
HaHEeCTU HeOXUIaHHBIN yhaap!

B ToT Beuep, Korga myHa Oblna SpKoii, a 3Be3[bl pegkuMu, JdHb [13¥ cHenan rI0ToK Yast ¥ TUXO
YIIBIOHYICS. ..

Tpupuats mecToi rof npaBieHus uMmneparopa CaHabaHb. JIeTHSS HOUYb, 6e3 3Be3[, 6e3 JIyHHL.
TemHoTa Oblia TUXOM U CIIOKOMHOM. MMnepaTop CsaHbaHb, TIOYYBCTBOBAB YCTAJIOCTh C HACTYIIIIEHHEM
CyMepeK, Jier cnaTh paHo. CyKaHK{ Me[IJIeHHO MaXaJid OTPOMHLIMY BeepaMy 13 OaHaHOBHIX
JIUCTBHEB.

o HactynneHus 9aca Cioi UMIepaTop yxKe KpPenKo CIaj, ero COH OBUI HaCTOJIBKO ITTy00KUM, 4TO
Ka3aJioch, Oy[TO BCe B TY HOYb OBUIO HEOOLIYHEIM. Bo CHe OH CIIBIIIaN 1Iaru, KOTOPHE Pa3faBalicCh
BOKDYT, CO3[IaBasi Xxaoc.



Ho oH He MOT POCHYTHCS, IIIYM BO CHE CTAHOBHUJICS BCE TPOMYE, ITOCTEIIEHHO ITPeBPalasiCh B KPUKH
¥ MOJIBOBI O TIOMOIIM. JTO OBIJIO ITOX0XKE Ha BOCIIOMHUHAHUS O HaBHUX OUTBAX, OT KOTOPHIX OH HEe MOT
“30aBUTHCA.

B yac Xait uMnepaTopy fany OIporjIoTUTh TabJIeTKy, a 3aTeM BeXKJIUBO Pa3byouiy.

OH OTKPHIZI T'7la3a U YBHUJIE CBOET0 BTOPOT'0 ChIHA, MOJIOOTO ¥ KPpacuBOro. ToT OBIT OJeT B
OparoleHHbIe OOeXkKObl, KOTOPEIE MOT HOCHUTH TOJIbKO UMIIEPATOP.

3a okHaMu [iBOpLa YKaox3 yKe CTOSIJIA CONIAATHI, 3allOJIHUBIINE BECh OBODP, UX TEMHBIE QUTYPHI
Ka3aJIuCch TOTOBHIMU OOPYIINTH Bech MiMmepckuii ropor. OTHU B UX pyKax OCBeIllau MOJIOBUHY HeOa,
Ilefiasi ero IIOX0XKUM Ha KpOBaBhIM 3aKar.

CHapyxu CTOsi/Ia apMusi, BHYTPU — CHIH, Tpebymomumii TpoH. Hemopmaneky exasn MEPTBEIN HOYHOM
CTPaXXHUK, KPOBb BOKPYT HETO yXKe 3aCThIa.

HwmnepaTtop CsiHbaHb HUKAK HE 0XKH[aJI, YTO BCe 3aleT Tak Jajeko. B mociemHee BpeMs BO IBOpIIE
BCe OBIIO CTIOKOWMHO, 32 UCKITIOUEHNEM OTPaBIIeHUS OBEHAIIATOT0 MprHIa. Kak BOpyT mpousoren
IIePEeBOpPOT.

— dup 0i, g Bcerga xopoiio K Tebe oTHOCUICSA. Kak TH MOT COBEPIUIUTEL TaK0M 6e3yMHBIM U
IpefaTelbCKUY TOCTYIIOK? — C HOCTOMHCTBOM CIIPOCHJI UMIIEPATOP.

— Xa! Xoporo ko MHe oTHOCUIICS?! Ecu GBI THL IeMCTBUTEILHO TI00UT MEHS, T0YeMY He Ha3HaYuUII
MeHS$ HaCJIeQHUKOM cpa3y? Tl TSHYJ BpeMsi, 04E€BUOHO, OCTABIISASA TPOH KOMY-TO Apyromy! — Aup HOu
KpHXYaJl, ero JIUIO B CBeTe (paKesIoB BHITIANENI0 O€3yMHO U IPUTATATEIbHO.

— OcraButh gpyromy? Tkl TOBEPUII CITyXaM ¥ COBEPIIUII 3TO MTPEaTeIbCTBO! — UMIIEpaTop THEBHO
Kpu4a.

Aup FOH, rnsagsa Ha ero pa3rHeBaHHOE JIUIO, IIOCTeTIeHHO CMEHUII BhIpaXkeHue Ha IOYTUTEIbHOE U
OIIyCTHUJICS Ha KOJIeHU Iepen uMiepatopoM. OH nofai 3HaK CJIyraM, ¥ Te IPUHECIN CBUTOK C
MUMIIEPATOPCKUM YKa3oM.

— Orer, yKa3 o0 Hac/lefloBaHUM yKe HamucaH. Tebe HyKHO TOJILKO IIOCTABUTD ITedaTh U IlepefaTh MHe
MMIIepPaTOPCKYIO IeyaTh. Toraa Thl MOXKeIlb CIIOKOWHO YUTH, a 5 mo3abouyck 00 uMepuu Benukoun
Can, — cKa3saJll OH, 3aTeM IIOYTUTEIbHO TOKJIOHUJICS TPU pa3a.

3aTeM OH IOJHSJI T'OJIOBY ¥ IIOCMOTpPEJ Ha UMIIepaTopa C PEIIMMOCThIO B I'jla3ax.

— INpenartens! Hu 3a 4To! — uMnepaTop, NOTepsB caMoobiafaHue, BCKOYUII C KDOBATH U IIOMBITAJICS
yoaputh fAHb H04.



Ho Tor, MaXHYB pYKOﬁ, IIPpUKa3aJl COoJIfaTaM CXBATUTh KUMIIEPATOPA. JIuio HMIIEPATOPA, IIPUXKATOE K
KPOBATH, UCKA3UJIOCh, XU OH CTAJl II0X0XK Ha GGCHOMOH.IHOT'O CTapHKa.

— IMpoknaTeiii chiH! Jliomyu HUKOTIA He MPOCTAT Te0sI, Thl Oyellb XKUTh B BEYHOM I1030pe! — ero
TOJIOC CTall XPUILIIBIM.

Haxe Oymyuu ©UMIEPaTOPOM, OH GBI yKe CTap. B 9TOT MOMEHT OH BHITJISIAEN KaJKO...

— OTeI_I, €CJI4A THI IIOCTABUIIb I1€49adTh, 4 HE CTAHY IPUYNHSATH Tebe Bpena. THI maxke OCTaHEeIIbCS
IMOYE€THBIM UMIIEPATOPOM, — Aup FOit MSTKO YroBapuBall.

— XM, TH ¢ yMa cotesi! — uMmmnepaTop, Oyoy4yu mpaBuTeieM, He fajl COJigaTaM CIIUIIKOM CHJIBHO
NaBUTH Ha Hero. OH BBIPBAJICS U3 UX PYK.

BHICTPO OO0 K M3TOJIOBLIO KPOBATH, OH IIOBEPHYJI 'OJIOBY IPAaKOHA Ha CIIMHKE KPOBATH U
HakIoHUNCS. 3 Hee BhUIETEIM TOHKME CTalbHBIE UTJIB, KaK 0XKMOb, TOpaXkas COJiAaT, KOTOPLE He
yCIleIu CpearupoBaTh.

C BBIIETOM HTTI pa3gaics peBKI/Iﬁ 3BYK, OFJIYHII/IBHII/Iﬁ BeCh ABOPeEI. KpI/IKI/I 1 MOJILOEI O IIOMOIITX
3aIlIOJIHUIIN 3all.

HewusBecTHO, KOrma HMIIEPATOP OKa3aJiICsda 3a KPOBATEIO, HaGHIOJlaH 3a Xa0COM B 3alie.

I/IMnepaTop CsHbaHb, Jep2XKacCh 3a IoJIOBY IpaKOHa Ha KPOBATH, CTOAII HAaroToBe, I'lisifd Ha COJIdaT.

— Ecmu TH X04YeIb MOY TPOH, TOCMOTPHUM, CMOXKEIIh JTA Tl €70 B3SITh, — UMIIEPATOP C XOJIOTHOU
yNBIOKOM CTOSIJT y KPOBATH, AepKa B pyKax rojioBy ApakoHa. ECiiu KTO-TO OCMEIUTCS MOJOUTH, OH
aKTUBUPYET MeXaHU3M, U TOT OyneT o0e3ryiaBjieH Ha MeCTe.

E1le HEMHOTO, ¥ ITOIMOT'a IPUAET, OKPYKHUB UX. Ero npefaTenbCKuM IJIaH MOTEPIUT IopaxkeHue!

HmnepaTtop CsaHbaHb, fiepKa T'OJI0OBY APaKOHa, ObLI OJIOH pemuMoCTU. ET0 B3TJIA[, MONTHEINA I'HEBA,
OB TAKKe HAIOJIHEH pa30dyapoBaHUEM U Iedabio.

,]:[BaJILIaTB JIeT BOCIIUTAHUS, a B UTOTr€ — IIPedaTeJIbCTBO M IIOIIBITKA 3aXBaTd TPOHA.

Korpga momgmora mpupeT, oH yObeT ero BOMCKa, a 3aTeM KeCTOKO Ka3HUT ero Ha rjla3axX y BCeX, YTOOH
IIpernofaTh Ypok. M B HCTOPHUYECKUX 3aMKCSIX HAIUIIYT, YTO BTOPOM IPUHI, YOUBIIKI OTIA, OBII
pefaTeseM, 3aCTyKUBAIOIIUM CMEPTH.

Hwmnepatop CsAHbAHb B Cepilie IPUHAT 3TO pelleHue. Korga oH ero cXBaTur...



Ho dnp FO#1 cMoTpen Ha uMIiepaTopa C XKalloCThIO.

— Orer, ecrnu OB 51 HE YCTPAHUJ YIpo3y, 51 OBl He OCMENIUIICS TaK MOCTYIUTh, — cKalasn Aub O, ero
JIUIIO BBIPAXKAJi0 COCTPaflaHue.

— Ilpuenute ero! IIycTh OTel] YBUAUT CBOIO IOAMOTY... — AHb K0! KPUKHYJ CBOUM JTIOMSM.

Heckonbko conpgar IIPpHUBEJIX YEeJIOBEKa B YEPHOM, CBA3aHHOT'O U IIOKPEITOI'O KPOBBIO. YBumes
MMIIEPATOPA, JePZXKallero rojIoBy OIPpakKOHaA, OH OIIYCTHUJICA Had KOJIEHH.

— 4 HegocToOuH JOoBEPUSA UMIIEPATOpPa, s 3aClIyKKBal0 CMEPTH... — €TI0 I'0JIOC APOZKaJl.

I/IMr[epaTop CsHbaHb, YCIBIIIaB 3TO, CJIIOBHO obeccunen, ero FY6H OPOXKaliki, HO OH HEe MOT
IIPOU3HECTHU HU CJIOBA.

dup FO#, ¢ MATKHUM BEIpaKEeHHEM JIHIla, CAeslas [IBa Iara BIepe U TUX0 CKal3al:

— Orel1, eciu ThHI TIOCTABUIND IT€YaTh ¥ COTJIACHUIILCS Ha MOe IIPaBJIeHHe, T CTAHeIllb T0YETHEIM
uMIiepaTopoM. f Oyny 3a00TUThCS 0 TeOe, Th OCTAaHEIILCS BHIIIE BCEX...

OH MeqnneHHO HpI/I6J'II/I}KaJ'ICH, YXKe HaXOoOdAChk COBCEM 6/IM3KO K HMIIepaTopy.

— He mogxogu! — ummnepaTop, cKuMas rojioBy ApakKoHa, KpudaJ, HO ero rojioc 3By4an cinabo. Ero
BOJIOCHI OBITTM pPacTPeNaHHl, a JINI0 BEIpaXao OTYasHue.

fAup KO ocTaHOBUIICS, TSI Ha ero 6eCIIOMOIITHOe BEIpaXKeHKe, Ka3aioch, eMy OBIJIO XKaJlb.

— OTeI_I, He BuUHU MeHs. C Tex I10P, KaK s CTall Ha3bIBATh TeOs OTIIOM, a He IIaIo, Halll OTHOIIEHUS
YXe OBLIIM JTUINIEHEI Temna, — Axe FOu CMOTPEJI Ha HEeTO0 C MPAYHEIM BRIDAXKEHHEM.

— CxBaTuTe ero, u 5 meapo Harpaxy! Ecnu oH norubHeT, s 103a604ych 0 €r0 cCeEMbe Ha TPU
nokosyieHus! — Aup KO rpoMKOo 00BSIBUIT CBOUM JTIOMISIM.

[Tox obelranye HArpapabl COIAATH OPOCUIUCH BIEPEe, HO OOWH 3a OPYTUM Iafaiy 1oL YoapaMH.
Wmnepatop CsHbaHb, HAOMIOMAsA 3a 9TMM KPOBABEIM 3PENIHIIEM, CTAHOBHUIICS BCe OlefHee.

Haxkowell, oH 6e3yCIeIHo MoBepHYJI TOJI0BY APaKOHa, a 3aTeM, OJIeHBIN ¥ OTYAsBIIMNCS, yIall Ha
TIOJ.
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