JIsaub LI3uHBSA0 TocMOTpena Ha Tad Yxkao, 3aTeM Ha MuHIa 1 II0C/ie KOPOTKOT0 KoneOaHus
OCTOPOXKHO CITPOCUIIA:

— DTa TBOS MaJjIeHbKas HeBecTa... OHa TeOs 3a0niia?

MuH[a IpoCHYyack, BHE3aIHO He y3HaBast cebst, u Tan UYxkKao, 00eCIIOKOeHHas TeM, YTO Ta MOTJIa
IIOBPEUTH TOJIOBY, TIOCTIEIINIIa BEI3BaTh Bpaya, II0Ka Ta ellé He oYHynack. OgHAKO Bpay B UX
YVKPBITUM CIIeLMaINn3UPOBaICS TOIHKO Ha BHEITHUX TPaBMaXxX U JIETKUX HeJIOMOTaHUAX U He OBII

KOMIIETEHTEH B TaKuX ciny4dasx. OCMOTPEB €€, OH JIUIIb CMYTHO MIPEATIONIOXKUI, YTO OHa MOTJia
YIApUTHCS TOJIOBOM, ¥ YTO 9TO BPEMEHHOE COCTOSIHHE, KOTOPOe MPOMaET camMo CO6Oi.

Tan YKao He yCIIOKOMJIACh Ha TAKOM 00BSICHEHUHY U Cpa3y Ke pellnia 0TBe3TH MuHa B TOpof
[MuunaH, 9TOOH HalTH 60/ee KBaMUPUIMPOBaHHOTO Bpada. OgHako JIgHb L[3UHBI0 OCTAHOBUTIA €€:
— OHa TOJIbKO YTO IIOMIBEPIJIach HalafleHWIo 3a pefeaMu [IUHIsHa, ¥ MH e1é He 3HaeM, 4TO

IIPOXU30IIJIO. Pa3Be THI He OOMIIILCS, YTO B ropoge MOXKeT OBITH OTIACHO?

9TH cnoBa ObUIM pa3yMHHI, ¥ TaH YKao oTKasanach OT Ueu 0TBe3TH MUH/IA K Bpayy, pPeLIuB
IIOJ0XKOATh, II0KA Ta IIOJIHOCTHIO OYHETCS.

[Tpocmas emré HeCKOJIBKO YacoB, MuHIa HaKOHeIl IpuUIiia B cebsi, HO e€ B3risam Ha TaH Yxkao Bcé
emé OBII TTOJTOH He3HaHus. TaH YKao TYT Ke IOHSIIA, YTO OHA HeWCTBUTEIILHO 3a0blia e€, HO
CKOJIBLKO elé oHa 3a0nuia?

Cepnue Tan Ykao cKayock, HO BHELIHE OHAa COXpPaHdJla CIIOKOHCTBUE:

— Kak T8I cebs gyBcTByewms? ['me-To 60nut?

MuHpa, 61egHast, MOPTHYJIa X YeCTHO OTBETHIIA:
— Bonur.
3aTeM, mogyMas, mobaBua:

— Bcé Temno 60mur.

Tan YKao He CMOTJIa CKPHITh CBOEHM KAaJIOCTH, HO HUYEro He MOrJjia ITofesaTh:

— Tl paHeHa, ¥ 601b HENMb3s YHATH, HY2KHO BpeMsi, YTOOB! 3aKUJI0... TH TojofaHa? Xouellb I0eCTh?

MuHMa He eJla IIOYTH [Ba [HS ¥, KOHEYHO, OblJIa TOJI0HA, HO M3-3a 007K amneTuTa He Obu10. OHa
clerkKa IoKayaJlla TOJI0BOH U, CJIeTKAa HaXMYPUBIIKChH, CIIPOCHUIA:

— [Touemy s panena? U rge 3T0 MBI?

Tan Yxkao, TOYyBCTBOBaB HEYTO BaXkKHOe, OTBETHUIIA:



— Mui B [TunnsHe. Tel moaBepriiachk HallafeHUIO 3a IIpegeaMu ropoja.

MwuHpa BEITJISIIENa 03afaY€HHOM, SBHO He TIOMHS, TTie HaxomuTcs [TuHIISIH, — 9TO OBII0O HOPMaJIbHO,
Belb 9TO OBbLT HEOOJIBIIION I'OPOM, 0 KOTOPOM BPSI[I T KTO-TO 3HaJI, €CJIM TOJIbKO OHM He OKa3alliCh Ha
I0ro-3amafme.

[TomyMaB B omuHOYEeCTBe, MUH[a TaK U HE BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO 3TO 3a MECTO U YTO IIPOU30IIIO, U
CIIpocHuIIa:

— Pa3Be s He Oputa... B cTonuie? Kak g oka3anach 3nech? U uto Takoe ITuHIAH?

Tan YKao 3ameTwnsIa may3y B peurd MuHa, a TakXKe yIIOMUHAHKE CTOJIMIEI, YTO YKA3hIBaJIoO Ha TO,
YTO OHA He 3a0bIIa BCE. ITO HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUIIO €€, ¥ OHA OCTOPOKHO ITPOIOJIXKHUIA:

— IIuHISH HaXOOUTCS Ha I0T0-3amafe. Thl Bblexajia U3 CTOJIHUIIE, YTOOB MHCIIEKTUPOBATh Mao4xkoy, u
1o myTHy B [IMHIISH mOBepriiach HamafeHu0. iMepaTopcKast rBapausi, COIPOBOXKIaBIIas Tebs,
TIOHECIA TSXKEJble TIOTePH, ¥ MBI CIy4YalHo Haliy Tebs u crmaciu. Ho Thl, KaXeTcs, yaapuiach
TOJI0OBOM 1 3a0bIyIa BCE 3TO.

MuHOa MHCTHHKTUBHO XOTeJla ITOTPOTaTh IOJIOBY, HO Ha pyKe OblNla paHa, ¥ OT OBUXKEHUS O0Jb YyTh
He BLIOMJIA CJIE3HI U3 eé TJIas.
Tan YKao, yBUIEB 3TO, IIOCIIEIINIIa OCTaHOBUThH €€:

— V¥V 1e6s1 paHa Ha pyKe, He OBUTAMCH.

MuHpa, yKe TOHSBIIAS 3TO, XKaT0OHO CIIPOCHIIA:

— ¥V MeHs Bcé Teno 00NUT. 3HAUUT, y MEeHS Be3[ie paHbl?

3aTeM, He I0XKUIasICh OTBETA, MoOaBUIIa:

— 3HaAYuUT, y MeHs Be3fe OyayT HIpaMbl?!

Tan Y2kao HEMHOTO OIeInsIa, He 0Xumas, 4To MuHma OymeT 6eCIIOKOUTHCS O IIIpaMax, a He 0 CAMUX
paHax, ¥ IoCIellnia YCIOKOUTh €€:

— He mepexwuBaii, TBOM paHbl HETTYOOKHe, ¥ KOTTa BEPHELILCS BO OBOPEI], MBI UCIIOIh3yeM
CEeKpPEeTHHIE CPEACTBa AJIS YOAleHUs IIIPaMoB.

MuH[a ciierka npULlypuiiacs, ¢ IoAo3peHueM riuganad Ha TaH Yxkao:

— OTKypa TH 3Haelllb, UTO S BEPHYCh BO ABOpel?

3aTeM, MOHSB CBOIO OIMMOKY, moOaBuIa:

— AX [a, THI 3HaEIlb, YTO s eXaJa HHCIIeKTHPOBaTh I0ro-3anaf. Ho momokau, pasBe oTell 1 6par



1103BONIUITH OBl MHE TT0€XaTh Ha I0T0-3amaj? I1poie 0510 6bI OTIIPAaBUTH KAKOTO-HUOYIh YMHOBHUKA
WM KHS3S.

Tan Yzkao TONBKO ceiyac MOHSIA CYTh U, CIIeAys CJI0BaM MWH[A, TPOIOJIKUIIA BHISICHSITS,
00HaAPYXKUB, YTO €€ MaMsITh BEPHYJIACh Ha HECATH JIeT Ha3af. Torga OHa, CIIOBHO IO HAWTHIO,
ynomsuyna Cys TuH. Ycnbimas 970, MuHIa 3aropesnach, HO 3aTeM HaXMypHIIach:

— IMTouemy ATuH He psApoM co MHOK? OHa TOYHO Iprexajia Co MHOM, oHa paHeHa? Kyma BH e€ menu?!

Cxka3zaB 3T0, MUHIA BOPYT 3aBOJTHOBAJIACH, CJIOBHO YTO-TO TEPSis, ¥ MOIBITAIACh BCTaTh, YTOOBI HAWTH
eé, CIIOBHO He MOTJIa XIOaTh HY MUHYTHL.

Tan Ykao He cMOTJIa e€ yoepKaTh, U, BUAS, KaK paHbl MUH[Ia HAYMHAIOT KPOBOTOYUTD, IIOCIIEIIHIa
YCIIOKOUTH €€:

— Her, Her, c Hel BCE B IopsAigKe, CHa4dalla JIOXKHCE, OHa 6y)1eT IIepeXunBaTh, YBUEB Tebs paHeHOfI.

Hewu3sBecTHO, 4TO MMEHHO IOl CTBOBAJIO HAa MUH/a, HO OHa HaKOHeI] YCIIOKOUJIach, OMHAKO CKa3asa:
— 4 x04y e€ BUMETS.

Tan Ykao oKa3anach B 3aTPYIHUTEIBHOM II0JI0KEHUY, BEb OHAa He MOrjla HauT# XuByi0 CyH TuH
mist Munpa. OHa yKe Havdasla JKajeTh, YTO 3ar0BOpuia 00 3ToOM, HO OBIJIO MO3OHO, U TeIepb HyKHO
OBIIO KaK-TO YCIIOKOUTE €€. [Tox mTpeaIoroM Toro, YTo Hy2KHO MPUHECTH ey, OHAa HEeHA0JIr0 BHIIILIA.
MuHpa, T740s Ha e€ yXofsdIyio Gurypy, BOpyr cKasasna:

— Kto T8I BooOme? Te KaXkelubca 3HaKOMOH.

Tan Yxkao, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO, CJIETKa 3aMeJidjia IIar, HO He O6epHYJ'IaCB U1 BHIIIJIA.

Korpa Tan Yxkao BepHYyJach C MIUCKOM PHUCOBOM Kalllk, OHa yBUAena JIgHb LI3UHBSA0, CTOSIIYIO ¥
OBEPU U TOTOBSAIIYIOCS IOCTY4aThCH.

— lI3unbsi0, — nopmoria Taxn Yxkao ¥ mmo3Basia ee.

JIsub 13uHBsI0 00EPHYNIACh U, YBUEB, YTO Ta BEPHYIACh CHAPYXKHU, yOpasa pPyKy:

— Twi npuHecna eny? OHa npocHynack? Kak oHa, yKe nydllle, y3HAET JIIogen?

Tan Y2Kao BCIIOMHHUIIA, YTO U3-3a 00CTOSITeNbCTB JIsTHD LI3MHDBSI0 y2Ke 3Hajla 0 €€ OTHOIIEHUSIX C
MuHpa ¥ PUHSIa eé MMYHOCTL. Eciu OBl 9T0 OBITIO BCE, TO HUYETO CTPAIITHOTO, HO Tenepb MuHma He
TOJIBKO ITOSIBUJIACh, HO ¥ ITOTEPSsiia MaMsTh, ¥ ecnu JIsHb LI3WHBS0 IPOU3HECET Iepel Hel CIoBa
«MaJIeHbKasi HeBeCTa», 9TO BEI30BET HOBBIE ITPOOJIEMHEL.



[Togymag, Tan Yxao c obmerdeHneM OTBeTHIA:

— Jla, OHa TOJIBKO 4YTO IIPpOCHYIIACh, HO fejid... He OYE€Hb.

JIsaub LI3UHDBSAO, YCIBIIIAB 3TO, CIIPOCUIIA:

— Yro, TBOS MaJsieHbKast HEBECTA BCE ellé He Y3HAET Tebs?

Tan YXao [oCHemHo 3aMaxajia pyKamMu:
— OHa He TIOMHUT, He TOBOPHU Ilepeq Hel 0 MaJeHbKOU HEBECTE.
JIaub LI3uHBSA0 Hallla peakinio TaH YKao CTpaHHOM, HO He CTaja YriayO0nsaThCs, MPOCTO KUBHYA.

[TockonbKy MuHMa IPOCHYIach, OHa 3a00HO YIIOMSIHYJAa O CITaCEHHBIX YJeHaX UMIIePaTOPCKOM
TBapAuu:

— JIBouX He y[asoch CIACTH, elllé OOWH Haydall TMXOPAAUTh IIPOLUION HOYbIO, U, TOX0XKE, OH He
BBIXKMBET. B UTOTe, BEPOSITHO, BEIXKUBYT TOJTBKO TPHU-TISITH YETTOBEK.

Tan Ykao He CITUIIKOM ITepeXkuBaa 1o 3TOMy ITOBOMY, BeOh OHa He Obllla 3HAKOMa C 3TUMHU
rBaphedIlaMy, ¥ OHU CHeJIaly BCE, YTO MOTJIH:

— Cmacu60, 113uHBsI0, HaxkKe TPU-TISITh BEIKUBIINX — 3TO YK€ XOPOIIIO.

OHM IOTOBOPHUIIU €Ilé HEMHOT0, HO, YYUTHIBAsA, YTO MUH[a TOJIBKO YTO OYHYJAch, JIgHb L[3UHBS0 He
CcTasa e€ OEeCIIOKOUTh.

[TIpoBogus JIsiHb LI3uHBs0, Tan Ykao Bollla B KOMHATY 4, IOJOUASA K KPOBaTH, yBUAena, 4To Munga
BCE erié 6ompcTByeT. OHA OCTOPOKHO ITOCAguia €€, 3aMEeTUB, YTO PaHbl CHOBA Haya/li KPOBOTOYUTD,
U C JOCAOo¥ cKa3asa:

— THI cnana moYTH [Ba OHS, CHayalla Imoembs. Y TBou PaHEI CHOBA OTKPBINIUCH, 4 II032KE UX IIEPEBAXKY.
MuHpa, KOTOPYIO OHA OCTOPOZXKHO yCaJguJla Ha KPOBATh, OblJla CIIOKOMHA, HO, YCIIBIIIIaB 3TO, CPA3y XKe
HaATAHYJIa 0gedIo:

— YTO0 TH COGI/IpaeHIBCH menaTh? Mul Pa3HOro 1oJjia, MOX PAHEI Ha TeJie, KaK Thl MO2K€EIIb CMOTpeTb?

3aTeM, BCIIOMHUB, YTO €€ pPaHHl yKe Oblyid 06paboTaHbl, MaleHbKas MIpHHIlecca BHITIISAeNa
IOTPSICEHHOM:

— Hert, Mou paHbI yke 00paboTaHEl, 3TO TOXKe THI chesnana? Thl, Thl, Haxajika, KakK Thl IOCMela

o0upmeTh MeHs, 1 CKaxy ATUH, 4ToOb OHa TeOs mobua!

TaH YXao [To4yBCTBOBAJIa CJIOXKHYI0 raMMy 3MOLIMY, HO, BUAs, KaK MUHa roToBa 3aljlakaTh, He
CMOTJ1a yAepXKaThCs U CKa3aja IIpaBfay:



— He BOJIHYfICﬂ, d TOXKe 2KEeHIMHWHA, TaK 4TO BCE B IopsigKe.
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