Korma oHM OCTaHOBMIIUCE B IIeHTPe 3aa, 2KyHbIOH IOgHST O0Kal BUHA ¥ MPE/II0XKUIT TOCT
HeGecuomy MMmepaTopy. ToT, mpeOrIBast B XOPOIIIeM HaCTPOeHMH, 0e3 KojeOaHuH BEITHII U TPOU3HEC
MHOXKECTBO 0J1Iar0CJIOBEHUH.

Korpga TTopnyanaeid CTapel], clienys puTyaiy, Bejiell UM IIOBEPHYTLCS U IMOKJIOHUTLCS HebecawM,
Croi(aH OSBUIICS V BXOMa B 3all.

Bce 6oxkecTBa, 3HaKOMEIE ¢ ropsiunMu TeMamu HebecHoro LlapcTBa, Ob1u opaxkeHsl. Heyxenu
3TO... OCTATKM YYBCTB, ¥ OH IIPHUINEN, YTOOHI ITOMEIIAaTh CBaAabbe? B oTnuume 0T HUX, KOTOPHIE
CTapaluch CoepkaTh CBOE M060neITCTBO, [TogmyHHbIN CTapel] OblT IPSIMOJIMHEEH, U €T0 JIUI0
CBETHJIOCH OT BocTopra. OH 4yTh He MOAIPHITHYJT OT BO30YKICHUS:

— TeaTpalbHBIE CIIEHAPUK HE BPYT, IEHCTBUTEIBHO ORIBAET, YTO UYBCTBA OEPYT BEPX U IPUXOIST,
yTOORI IIOMEIIIaTEL CBagbie.
HeGecHtii MmiepaTop OPOCKIT Ha HEr0 CePOUTHIE B3TJISM U BEITOBOPHII 3@ TNIYIIOCTh, 3aT€M I'POMKO

obparurcs K CioldaHy:

— Bor Orus Croli¢aH, cBagsba yKe Hadanach, okKanyucTa, 3aiMU CBOE MECTO.

CroriaH, ofeThIM B focnexu bora BolHEI, OTBETHII:
— CeromHs y MeHSI eCTh BaxHoe feno! — XoTst oH roBopun 3To HebecHomy MmnepaTopy, ero B3risy
He OTphIBaiCcd OT 2KyHBIOS.

KyHbIOU CKaJjl KyJlaK¥ IIOf IIKPOKMMHU pyKaBaMy, a LI3uHbEMU C IpOCThIO cMOTpesia Ha CiondaHa.

Croii(aH cresan BU/, YTO He 3aMeYaeT 3TOro, U, Mpoxons MUMO 2KyHbIOsI, CKa3aJl:
— Jrta dara Tebe oueHs uneT. B Gymymem Th Oymelnb HOCUTD €€ [JIST MeHSI.

Yewm Gruzke ObUT leHb CBAObObI, TEM TPYHAHEE eMy ObIII0 CMUPHUTLCS C TeM, 4TOo 2KyHBION KEeHUTCS U
3aBefie€T meTel. OH MPOCTO He MOT OTIYCTUTH €TO.

3aTeM, UTHOPUPYS 31M00HBIN B3rsan L[3uHbMHU, oH mopolén Kk HebecHomy MMmnepaTopy U COOOIITHIT,
yTO 00HAPYXKUII 3a IIpefesiaMu 3ajla IeCATKY ThICSY HeOECHBIX COJIAAT, TOTOBAIIMUXCS K MITEXY, HO
y2Ke TI0JIaBUJI er0. JTO 3asBJIE€HNE BHI3BaJIO LIOK CPeOy IIPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX.

3ateM Croiidan 00BuHUI 2KYHBIOS B CTOBOPE C HeOECHBIMU COIIaTaMU U MOMBITKE Y3yPIUPOBAThH
TpoH. HebecHriit IMmepaTop, pa3rHeBaHHEINA, TPOMKO ToTpeGoBas oT 2KyHbiosI OTBETA.

2KyHBIOM CIIOKOMHO CHefian HeCKOJIbKO IIaroB BIIEPEN U CKa3all:

— OTO mpaBma, A coenan 3To.



[Mognywuub# CTapel], CTOSBIIUY Ha BO3BHILEHUU, ObUT TOTPSICEH. [I11 Hero 2KyHbio Bcerma Obi
BOIIJIOLIEHHEM yBaXKeHUS U HOOPOTH, a TENepb OH OCMEJIUIICS OOHATh MaTeX. OH C TPEBOTOM
BOCKJIUKHYI:

— 2KyHBI0OH, TH 49TO, C yMa COIIEN?
2KyHbI0oH, He MeHss BhIpazkeHus nulla, Hadas o0BuHAThE HeGecHoro MMnepartopa TaiiBag,
IIepeduciss ero 370esHAs: yOuCTBO OpaTa U OTIla pafy TPOHA, TOTBOPCTBO 3JI0[efiCTBAM

Hebecuoit UMnepaTpullbl, yHUUTOXKEHME KiaHa [Ipakonbel PriOb, Tubens [Ipenbinyieir boruuu
LIBeTOB 1 €€ MaTepPH — BCE 3TO OH IIEPEYUCIIHU OJHO 3a JAPYTHUM.

— Yucras noxs! — HebGecHnii UmnepaTop TaliBal B SpOCTH YAAPHUII II0 CTOJIY U IIpHKa3al cTpaxkaM
y BXOfIa:

— CxBaTuTe 3TOr0 IpefarTess U oTBeguTe ero B TopeMy Iluco!

Korpa Croiidar gyman, 4To BCE IOA KOHTPOJIeM, Oombias 4acTh HeOECHBIX CONIaT BOPYT lepela Ha
cropony bora Houu. A HeGecHbiit iMnepaTop, BHIIUBIIUYN PaHee TOCT, Hayall clabeTh.
CroriaH noBepHYyJCS K KyHbIOIO:

— 2KyHb10H, 0cTaHOBUCH. ECNM TH IIPU3HaEIIb CBOIO OUINOKY, ST yTOBOPIO OTIa MTPOCTUTE Tebs. A
3Hal0, YTO TH XOYeIlllh KUTh CBOOOAHO, g yBeny Te0s orciofa. be3 [[3uHbMu, 6€3 cBafb0Obl, TOIHKO MEI
IBOE, XKUBSI B MHUPE U CIIOKOMCTBUH.

OH yXKe JaBHO PELIUJI, YTO, KaK TOIbKO MogaBuT 2KyHbIOSI, BOIIPEKH BOJIE OTLIa YBE3ET ero. Torga y
Kynsios He 6ymeT Hu Boguoro Hapona, HU LlapcTBa LiBeToB, HY L[3MHBMU, HU CBAgbOB — TOJILKO OHU
IBOe, BOanu oT 60peObI 3a BIACTh, OYAYT XKUTh TOM CBOOOTHOM KHU3HBIO, 0 KOTOpPOH 2KyHbIoM BCeraa
MeuTasn. OH BEpPHUJI, YTO OfHaX OBl 2KyHbIOM ITPOCTUT €T0 U CHOBA IOJIIO0UT.

Ho XKyHbioM pa30371uica U pe3K0 OTBETHUIT:

— 9 e omwmbcd, omubIucy Bul. TBOS MaTh, TBOU OTel U ThI!

TBOSI MaTh, TBOM OTell. ITU CI0Ba NpoH3unu cepaie CroiidaoHa:

— TrI melCTBUTENBHO HE IIeHUIIIb CTOIBKO JIET BOCIIUTAHUS, HE IIEHUITh HAlll OTHOIIEHUS ?

— Me}KJIy HaMH JdBHO HET HUKAKHX YYBCTB.

Iaxe yBugeB 3T0 cBouMu rna3amy, [lonnmynHusni Ctapel He MOT TOBepUTh, 4TO 2KYHBIOM caM Hamal
Ha Croiidpana. OH HaKOHeI] IoHSJ, YTo 2KyHbIol JaBHO U3MeHuncsA. Ecnu Ovl He ObICTpasi peaKius
Croti¢aHa, OH OBl TOUHO IIOJIy4YUJI CEpPbE3HEIE PAaHEHHUS.



Croiiha oTpa3un yoap 2KyHbI0s, HO €T0 CepJle Pa3phiBanoch 0T 60mu. OH CIPOCHIT:

— [Mouemy?

Ero rnasa BHe3amHO HAIIOJIHUINCH Cle3aMu. JKYHbIOW NEMCTBUTEIbHO TaK €ro0 HEHaBUAETL.

2KyHbIOM He OTBETHJI, @ BMECTO 3TOT0 HaHEC ellé oguH ynap. CiolidsH HaKOHeI] Hayasl 3allUIaThCs,
HO BCE PaBHO He MOT 3aCTaBUTh ceOs1 HAaHECTU Cephe3HbIN yaap. Ero 60eBbie HaBBIKY ObLIM HAMHOTO
BhIIE, YeM y 2KyHbBIOS, ¥ Jaxe Korfa TOT aTakKoBa u30 Bcex cui, Cioid3H MOT CIepKUBaTh €ro,
VICIIOJIb3YS JIUILIE IIOJIOBUHY CBOEU CHUJIHL

Ecnu Ovl 0H TpocTo 3aTsiHyN 00, ZKyHbioM OBl OBICTPO ycTan u mpourpaii. CioiidaH xKaas, YToOH,
korpa 2KyHbIoi BEIIOXHETCS, YBECTH ero. OH BCE elé MeuTan 3abpath 2KyHbi0s1 ¢ COOOH.

Korpma XKynbioi Hauan noteTs u CIoHG3H fyMal, YTO UX IPOTUBOCTOSIHYE TTIOAXOAUT K KOHITY, HUKTO
He 3aMeTus1, Kak L[3uHbMU, KOTOPYI0 OHU 3a0bITM, He3aMeTHO ImofiKpasnach K CioidaHy c3afu.

Croiidan, Buns, uto XKyHbIoHM yKe Ha TpaHu, COOMpPAsICA UCIIO0Ib30BaTh Maruio, YTO0kI IPOCTO CBI3aTh
ero, Koryia BHe3aIlHO II04YyBCTBOBAJ OCTPYI0 O0JIb B CIIMHE, U €T0 OyXOBHAs CHUJia Hayasa OBICTPO
pacceuBaThCs, CII0BHO UCIapPCh.

OH ¢ usymneHueM 06epHYJICS ¥ YBUOET XOIOOHOe, TI0JIHOe HeHABUCTH U0 LI3uHbEMHU, KOTOpast
mepaKasa B pyke rony0oi KpUCTaabHbIM KMHXKAJT, BOH3UBIIHUICS B €T'0 JYXOBHBIM UCTOUHUK.

— Tol... mouemy?

LI3uHbMY, C HEHABUCTBIO TPSICSCH OT SIPOCTH, MPOIIUTIENIa:

— OTO TH YOUIJI MOET0 OTLA, 3TO TH yOusn T€TI0 JIuubCcio! Y maxe... Thl MOCATHYI Ha 2KyHBIOS.
Korga XKynbiol yBupen, uto CiolidoH OBITT paHeH, OH BAPYT 3a0blJI, YTO [OKEH [eJiaTh, ¥ 3aMep Ha
MecCTe, He CMes TOILIeBEeIUTLCA. 3BYKYU OUTBH BOKPYT CJIOBHO PACTBOPUIIACH B TYMaHe, ¥ OH BU[EN

ToNbKO Crofi(paHa, YbM 30JI0THIE HOCIEXH HadyajIl OKPAIIUBAThCSI KPOBBIO. JTO OBITIO TAK SPKO, TAK
00JIe3HEHHO.

B rnazax CroidaHna nosBunocs otyasguue. [louemy? ITouemy? OH ObUT Tak 671M30K K ycrnexy, 2KyHbion
mouTH OBINT ero, HaBcernda ero! [Touemy?! Kak oHa y3Hasa, re HaXOOUTCS €ero IYXOBHbLIM UCTOYHUK?

OH He MOT CMHPHUTBLCA C STUM!

CroiiaH, ¢ IPOCTBIO TTIAAs Ha LI3MHBEMHU, CTUCHY 3yOBI ¥ IOIMBITANICS COOPATh OCTABIIYIOCS TYXOBHYIO
CHUJTy, YTOOHI YIAPUTE €€.



Iaxe ecnu yMPET, OH He ocTaBuT LI3uHbMU psigmoM ¢ 2KyHbI0OEM. JTO BCE M3-3a HEE, U3-3a ITOU
cBapmbOB! 2KyHBIOHN BCE masnbline oT Hero! Eciu oHa yMpET, eciiu OHa YMpET...

Ho Bce ero meuts! pyxaynu, Korga 2KyHbioH, 3amumas [[3MHbME, 0Tpa3un ero yaap.

Croli(aH BOPYT ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK €r0 HOTH MOAKAIIMBAIOTCS, ¥ OH yIaJl Ha KOJIEHH Iepef
2KynsioeMm. OH 130 BCeX CHJI CTapaJiCs AepxkKaTh rjla3a OTKPLITHIMYU, YTOORI He 3alljlakaTh, CTapasiCcs
He yIacTh Ha 3eMJII0, IIIar 3a IIaroM I10j13 Ha KojleHsaX K 2KyHbIol0 ¥ 30 BCEX CHUJI CTapasics, YTOOH
ero pyka, TaHymascsa K 2KyHbiolo, He JpoxaJjia CIUIIKOM CHUJIBHO.

Iaxe C TPYAOM OBUTASICh, OH KPEIKO CXBATU PyKaB 2KyHbIOS, HOTSHYJICS [0 €r0 3aIlsCThs U U3
TIOCJIEHUX CHUJI IIOTIKITAJICS MOJIYYUTh OTBET — OTBET, B KOTOPBIM OH KOTA-TO BEPHUJI, HO Teleph He
3HAaJ, TOe ero UCKaTh.

— Tel... MOOUI 1 TH MEHS KOTHa-HUOyIb?

I'maza 2KyHbI0SI MTHOBEHHO HAIIOJIHUIUCH ciae3aMu. OH mocMoTpen B rina3a CroidaHa, 13 KOTOPHIX
JIUIUCH CJIE3BI, U, U30 BCEX CUJI CTAapasiCh UTHOPUPOBATh UX MOJILOY, IPOU3HEC CaMble HEUCKPEeHHNE
CJI0Ba B CBOEU XM3HMU:

— Ecnu OymeT cnepyiorias XKu3Hb, TyCTh B HeW OyOy TOMBKO 51, a Te0s He Oymer.

Ecnu OymeT crenyrolas XKu3Hb, IyCTh B HEW OYOY TONBKO 51, a Te0s He Oymer.

OTH Ccl0Ba, KaK OCTPHIN KIMHOK, TpoH3unu cepaie Ciolidana. OH X0Tel 3aKpuyiaTh, HO TeNephb y HETO
maxe He OBLIO CUJI, 4TOOH! yepKaThCs Ha KoyeHaX. CIoi(aH OyCTUI IOJI0BY, HaKOHEI] OTIIyCTUII
PyKy 2KyHblos ¥ ynan Ha 3eMmio. Ero rnasa, yke 3aTyMaHeHHBIE CIe3aMU, HaKOHel] 3aKPhIIUCE.

Ho 4... mo6m1i0 Teb4...

Cnésel, omHa 3a OPYyrou, CTeKasu 0 ero JIUIy, IPOIUTEIBas BOJIOCHL.

970 OBINI cCaMblil YHU3UTEIbHBIM MOMEHT B €r0 XXKU3HU. K coXasneHu!o, ero CjIoBa Tak U He ObUIN
YCITBILIIAHEL.
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