Manenskuii Bunorpapg Hafys ryObl:

— Yero 60sThCA? Y TEOS OOHA ITOYKa B MOPSOKE, M 3TOTO AOCTATOYHO. [ TaBHOE, YTOOH ITOYKa
Hallero yBaxaemoro CsiHbryaHa Obljla MeanbHOM, BEPHO?

KyHBIOV KUBHYII:

— BepHo.

O6uxennslil CroiidaH:

— CremoBarTeib...

CrnepmoBaTenb B TEMHBIX 0YKaX IIPOU3HEC:

— Ha camowm gene, Manenskuid Bunorpap npas.

Emé 6omee obuxenHb# Crondan:

— Oand...

[Mognywrub# CTapel IPUCOEOUHUIICS K KECTY C OIMYIIeHHO! T'0JI0BOM:

— f ToxXe Tak gymaro.

CroiidaH, mogaBIeHHHH 00 Ipenena:

— Oret...

Heb6ecubrit iMmiepaTop OBICTPO OTBETHUI:

— TBo¥ oTel] BEITUT U YYBCTBYeT ce0s ctabbIM, TaK YTO OH yKe CIIUT!

B mens cBamgpOn cTapinuii ckiH HebecHoro MmnepaTopa, bor Houu 2KyHbIoH, y3yprnupoBasl TPOH U
ctan HOBEIM HeGecHriM MMmmepaTopoM. Ero mmammmuit 6pat, Bor Oras CronidaH, OB B TOT XKe
MOMeHT paHeH borom Bops! LI3uHbMHY, U, IO CIIyXaM, ero Aylla paccesnach, a Teno 06paTuioch B
npax. Cam HebecHbilt IMIiepaTop, He BLHIHECS TIJIEHA, PACCESIIT CBOIO TYXOBHYIO CUTY U YHUUTOXKHUIT
CBOE MCTUHHOE TEJO.

9Ta HOBOCTH BhI3BaJjla IIOK BO BCEX IIECTHU MHUpPax.



Panbine Bce 60kecTBa cuuTany, 4To bor Houn KyHbio# o61agaeT MITKUM XapaKTepoM U He
cTpeMuTcs K BpacTd. OgHAKO MOCIie 9TOT0 COOBITUS OHU TIOHSIIM, HACKOJIBKO XUTPEIMU U
TEPNETUBLIMY OBLIM €70 METOOHI, YTOOBI JOCTUYb CBOEH 11e/Ii. JTO BHI3BAJI0 BOCXUILEHUE, HO TaKXKe U
CTpax y BCeX XKUBHIX CYIIECTB.

HuKTO He 3aMeTHJI, YTO IIOCJIe 3axXBaTa TPoHa 2KyHbIOH B CBOEM X0yiomHOM [IBopiie CI0aHBII3H
IIOCTPOMII MaJIeHbKYI0 KOMHATY, Ky[a, KpoMe Hero, Morjia BXOOUThb TONbKO KyaHy.

Ycnbimas 1mary 3a ABepbio, KyaHiy, KoTopasi youpanack B KOMHATe, MTOCIEInIa HaBcTpeuy. XKyHbon
BOIIIEJI, BCTPETHUIICS C €€ BITJISIIOM:

— Vxomu.

KyaHny moHsia ero HaMepeHue, Iepefiaia eMy BEL¥ U BHIIIA, 3aKPHIB 3a COO0M IBEDD.

2KyHbI0# TOCMOTpeJT Ha o0paTHYyo Yelnyio MHITyHa B CBOel pYKe, U B €T0 I'Jla3aX MeJIbKHYJa 00b.
3aKpHIB I'/Ta3a, OH YCIIOKOUJI CBOM MBICITH ¥ HAIIPABUJICS K KPOBATH B KOMHaTe. CeB Ha Kpail KpPOBATH,
OH IIOCMOTpeJI Ha Jiexalee 6e3 OBUXKEHUS TeJI0 C 3aKPHITEIMU I'Jla3aMU U TUXO ITPOU3HEC:

— CroiidaH.

Kak u oxuganoch, 0TBeTa He II0CJIeIOBaJIO.

— IIpoctu, Cio#daH, IPOCTH... — BHE3AMHO CJIE3HI XJIBIHYIX U3 I1a3 2KyHbIOS.

OH kpenko cxaJj pyKy CrordsHa u TOpbKO 3ariakail.

— 4 He 3HaJ, YTO 3TO OBIJI0O MECTO TBOETO BHYTPEHHEr0 UCTOUHMKA. f OyMar... f mymar, 4To Th
IIPOCTO IONIYYUIIIh TSXKEIOe PaHeHue. {1 He 3HaJl, YTO THL...

[anbline OH He CMOT TOBOPUTH, He XKejlasd U He CMesl IPOU3HOCUTE 3TH coBa. Kasanocs, 4To ecinu 0H
CKaXXeT 9TO0, 3TO CTAaHeT pealbHOCTHI0. X0Ts cocTosiue CioiiaHa yxke ObUI0 6JIM3KO0 K 3TOMY.

OH NOKJIAJNICS YHUUTOXUTDH BCE YYBCTBA U IPUBSI3aHHOCTH, HO KOTTla OH yBUfeJ, Kak Coi(aH nagaet
mepeqn HUM, YTO-TO BHYTPH HETO PBAlOCh HAPYXKY, CIOBHO TOTOBOE B30pBaThCsA. OH OyMall, YTo yXkKe
0CBOOOIMIICS OT OKOB JII0OBM, HO 0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO OH HUKOTA He OblI CBOOOIEH.

Ou Bcerpa cuutan, uto Ciol(aH, C ero BHICOKOI TyXOBHOM CHJIOH, OblNT HemoOenuM. Kak xe LI3uHbMu
Morjia OBITh ero comnepHulei? I10aToMy 0OH HUKOTa He 0€CIIOKOUIICS 0 HEHaBUCTH L[3MHBMU K
Croridpany. OH HUKOTIa He OyMall, UYTO OHa CMOXKET IPUUYUHUTh eMY BpE.

OH Bcerfma CYMTall, YTO €My HYXKHO JIUIIL 00beAMHUTELCS ¢ LI3uHbMuU, 4TOOH 00e3BpenuTh CiotidaHa,
¥ HUKOTHA He [iyMaJjl 0 TOM, YTOOHI JIMIIUTE ero XKu3Hu. OH Bcerga CuUuTaj, 4YTo, B30MAS Ha TPOH
Heb6ecnoro MmMmneparopa, CioliaH Oosblile He CMOXKET eMy IPOTUBOCTOATE. A LI3MHEMU CTaHET €To



enmuHcTBeHHOM HebecHolt MMnepaTpuuiel, u CioiihaH He CMOXKET el HaBpeauTh. TakuM 06pa3om,
CroliaH, BO3MOXKHO, YUAET, HO Oosbie He 6ymeT UMETh C HUM HUKAKHUX CBSI3€H.

Ho moyemy Bcé BrIIIO Tak? [Touemy?

2KyHbI0M CMOTpEe Ha Jlexalee 6e3 IBUXKEHUS TeJ0, CIE3bl 3aTyMaHUBaIH ero B3risn. OHu
CKAIlJIMBAJIUCh B €r0 Tla3aX, T0Ka He MePeIoHUIN X, ¥, HAKOHEI, XJIBIHYJIX BHU3, CTeKas I10 IeKaM
K mogboponky u nafas Ha nuiio CioiidaHa, o0pa3ysi MajeHbKUe OPHI3Ty, KaK Kalllu BOMEHL,
IIpeBpallaoIrecs B JIOTOC.

2KyHbi01 60bIlle HE MOT caepKuBaThCs. OH OCTOPOKHO HAKIOHUIICS U JIET Ha rpyab CrondaHa,
TI03BOJISIST HECKOHYAEMEIM CJie3aM Te4Yb BHU3, IPONUTHIBas ofexay CioidaHa.

[Toyemy, moyeMy MH JOUUIH 0 9TOT0? B ria3ax XKyHnbios napuna nycrora. OH He 3HaJl, KakK
pa300paThCs B CBOMX MEIC/IAX, HE 3HAJI, UTO AeaTh.

BHe3anmHO OH BCIOMHMUJI, KaK Bnapprauia [Joymy roBopusia Ha cOOpaHUH, 9YTO Y (PEHUKCOB €CTh
IOTIONTHUTENIbHAS A1, TPpeqHa3HAuYeHHAs [/ BO3poxKAeHus. Eciu 910 Tak, MoxkeT ObITh, CioniaH
eIleé CMOXKET BEPHYThCA?

9Ta MHIC/Ib, KaK COJIOMUHKA [IJI YTOIAIIIET0, fajla eMy cnabyio, HO BCE XKe Hamgexkay.

Barnsap XKynbeiost Ha CrotidaHa BHe3anHO U3MeHuscs. [leyans u oTYasiHUE YCTYIIUIN MECTO ci1aboMy
po6JIecKy CBeTa.

CronidaH, g cracy tebs!

Kyanny nopoiina K 2KyHbIOI0 C IOTHOCOM ¥ OCTOPOXKHO ITOCTaBUJjIla €ro Ha CTOJI, MATKO CKa3asa:
— Bamre BennyecTBo, BH €II€ He eId CEeTONHs, OTHOXHUTE HeMHOI 0!

B nocnenHee BpeMs oHa Bufesla, Kak 2KyHbioil, 3aKOHYHUB fefia B He6ecHom LlapcTBe, YXOOUT B
[TaBunboH I9HII3UH, YTOOH M3y4aTh APEBHKE KHUTH, YTO-TO Hilla. X0Ts 2KyHbIOM He TOBOPUII 00

atoM, Kyanny morna morapatbcsi. OHa Oblla PSOOM C HUM CTOJIBKO JIET, ¥ HUKTO He TIOHUMAJ eT0
ny4ile, YeM OHa.

— Huuero, mpocTo ocTaBb 3TO 3[ieCh, — He MTOAHUMAs I'0JIOBHI, IIPOJOJIXKUI INCTAaTh KHUTY 2KYHBIOH.
Kyanny Hanmpsi2kEHHO HaXMYpPHUJIACh, 3aTEM OTCTYIIHIAa HA HECKOJIBKO IIIar0B ¥ OMyCTUIACh Ha KOJIEHU

nepepn XKyHb0eM:

— Bame Benuuecrtso...



2KyHbIOM OCTAHOBUIICS ¥ TIOIHSIII TOJIOBY:

— Yto cnyuyunocs?

— 9T0 Mod BuHa. A Oblta psimoM ¢ BamuM BenuuecTBoM, HO He 3aMeTuna, Korga HebecHas
HWwmMnepatpuiia noacyHsyna Bam [Iumtonto [IneiByiero CHa, U3-3a 4ero BHL... U3-3a YEro Bhl TaK
noctynunu ¢ borom OrHs, BTOPHIM IPUHIEM... — ecyu Obl He [Tumions IInbiByinero CHa, CTapiiui
IPUHI] He ObIT OBl TaK OecIiomageH.

Ycneimas o I[Tumtone IneiByiero CHa, pyka 2KyHbIos clierka Aporaynia. OH B3OOXHYI U CKa3all:

— Bcrans, s HUKOTHA He BUHUT Tebs. f caM He 3aMeTHJI 3TOTO, He TO YTO THI.

[Tumtons [IneiByuiero CHa, onas B TeJIO, CTUPajia BCe BOCIIOMUHAHUS, U IPOLITIOE CTaHOBUJIOCH
cHoM. B To Bpemst HebGecHast MMnepaTpuiia, 60sch, 4To 0H OymeT nmpecienoBaTh CioidaHa, UM,
BO3MOZKHO, OTIacasiCh, YTO OH OymeT HeHaBUAETh KilaH [IpaKoHbe# PHIOH M ero MaTh, IOACYHYTIA eMy
sty numoito. Ho, momas B ero Tejo, MU0 JIUIIL ocjlabuiia ero yyBcTBa K CoidaHy, HO He CTEpPIIa

€ro HeHaBUCTh. [109TOMy B TOT ITePHOL OH UTHOPUPOBaa MoJb0sl Cioli¢aHa, IBUTASICh BIEPEN, BUOS
TOJIBKO HEHaBHUCTb.

Hymast 06 aTom, 2KyHbioi cxkKan Kynaku. Ecnu Obl He BHE3AIMHBIHM IPUCTYTI KPOBU B TY HOUb, KOT/Ia OH
3axBaTWUJI TPOH, KakK OBl OH y3HaJl, YTO B €T0 Tejle Oblyla TaKas Bellh?

CroriaH...

Temneps, Kak TOIBKO OH 3aKphIBaj Ijlasa, eper HUM BcTaBan obpa3 CioldaHa, afaolero nepen
HUM, C MOJISIIMMY TJIa3aMH, CIIpANIHBaoIIero: « Tl Korma-HuOyab 00U MeHsI?» — U BCE BOKPYT
OBLIIO 3aJTUTO KPOBBIO. ..

OH ommbarics, omubasncs CIUIIKOM CUIbHO, OIMOAIICS YKACHO.
2KyHbI0lM ITOYyBCTBOBAJI TOJIOBHYIO 601b. OH ONEPCS Ha CTOJ OOHOU PYKOM, IPUKPHIBas 100, ¥ c1abo
MaxHyJ Opyrou pykou KyaHny:

— Vxopmu.

KyaHnny, BUnst ero COCTOSIHME, TIOYYBCTBOBaa CUIbHYIO XKaJl0CTh, HO HUYEr0 He MOrJla IIofiefaTh,
II09TOMY YIIIIa.

[Tocne yxoma Kyauny 2KyHbiol, OnIpasiChk Ha CTOJI, CMOTPEJI Ha MTOOHUMAIOIIUKCS Tap U3 Yallld.

Temeps B 9TOM OIPOMHOM [BOPIiE OH CHOBA OCTAJICS OFUH...



B Lapctee LipeToB LI3uHbMU CuIesa Ha Kauesnsax, Maaa Ha rpaHully BogHoro Ilpenena. B mocnennee
BpeMsi OHa penko OwiBana B He6ecHoMm LlapcTse. [TommyHubIM CTapel], KOTOPHIH paHbIle TIOOUT €€,
CTajl HeHaBUETh €€ C TOT0 MOMEHTa, KakK OHa yoapuia HoxoM Coiidana. A 2KyHbioit... 2KyHbiol ObLI
CJIMIIIKOM 3aHST.

Kaxnriii pa3, Korga oHa mpuxonuia B He6ecHoe IlapcTBo, 4ToOH HaiTh ero, KyaHmy roBopuia, 4To
OH 00CyXKfaeT fefla ¢ 60KecTBaMU MUY THe-TO 3aHAT. OHa HUKOTTIa He MOTJIa ero 3acTaTh.

B xon1ie kKoH1oB, CiolidaH u XKyHbiol ObIIM Tak 6J1M3KH, OHYU ObLIM OpaThsIMU, HECMOTPS Ha BCe
HemopasyMeHus U yOUNCTBO UX MaTepH. B ux XKumax TeKa OgHA U Ta e KPOBb.

Ho ona y6una CroiidsHa Ha rina3ax y 2KyHbios.
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