2KyHbio# 3acThil, rasas Ha CroidaHa ¢ 3aKpBITEIME ri1a3aMi. OH OJHOBPEMEHHO HAfesiCs, YTo
Croli(haH mocKopee OUHETCS, ¥ OO0SIJICS, YTO, TPOCHYBIIKCH, TOT BCIIOMHUT BCE ITPOU3OIIENIIee U
BO3HEHABUOUT €T0.

— Ho ecnu T IpOCHEITLCS, KaKas pa3Hulia, OyOelns 1 Thl HeHaBUAETh MEHS? — TUXO MPOIIenTal
XKyHbIOM.

Ero rina3a HalOJIHUIIUCH Clie3aMU, ¥ OH Me[IJIEHHO HaKJIOHUJICS, OCTaBUB APOXKAIUi IOLeNnyHd Ha
BeKax CroudaHa.

Kanns cnesn ynana Ha nuno CroiidaHa u 3amepia. Mcrnonb3oBaB KpoBaBoro [lyxa, ero ClIess
OobIlle He MOTJIM MTPeBpalaThCs B HePUTOBEIE OYCUHEI.

Kaxk oH xoTen O6bl OCTaBaThCs pdaAooMm C CI-OI;Id)SHOM, maxke ecqid 9TO 03Ha4aso 0wl IIPpOCTO MOJI4a
Ha0II0maTh 3a HUM ¥ 3amuminaTh ero. OH 66T TOTOB Ha Bcé. Ho...

2Kynbiol BcrioMHUT 0 [3uabMEu. OH He MOT ITO3BOJIUTH el y3HaTh, 4To CIol(}aH BCE eIllé XKUuB.

He cmest 3amepxKuBaThCs [ombIe, 2KyHBIOH, CXXKUMast cepille oT 60JTd, YIIE.

Bepaysmice Bo [IBoper CroaHbL3U, OH HAIlpaBUJICA 10 KOPUIOPY B CBOIO CIIAJIbHIO, HO Y IBEPU
YCHBILIAJ CTPAHHBIY 3BYK.

— KYHBIOH. ..

'ma3a KyHbI0S IIMPOKO PACKPBUIUCH. JTO... 3TO Tojoc CoiidaHa?!

BHe3amHas pagoCTh OXBaTHIIa €r0, He OCTABJISAs BpeMeHU Ha coMHeHus. OH yKe coOMpasiCs BOUTH,
KaK BIPYT YCIIBIIIAN COOCTBEHHHIH T'0JI0C.

— CroriaH, 51 Toxe 1m0 Tebs.

3Beps CHOBUpeHUN? B mocmenHee BpeMsi, TOKa OH OB B 3a0BIThH, €MY YaCTO CHUJIUCH
BocrioMuHaHus 0 Croudase. Heyxenu 3Beps CHOBUOEHUY MTOTTIOTUI UX?

C ropbKOM yCMEIKOM OH OTKPHLI ABEPH U YBULEN B KOMHaTe L[3UHbEMU.

BryTpu 3Beps CHOBUAEHUM ApeMal Ha [0Jy, a Hafj HUM [TapUJl CHHUU COH, KOTOPHIY L[3uHEMU
Ha0iomana BO BCeX MOAPOOHOCTSIX.

2KyHbI0M MIHOBEHHO pa30uil coH, pa30ynuB 3Beps CHOBUIEeHUN. YBUIEB €T0 UCIYTaHHBIN B3TJIA U



LI3uapMu mepen co6oit, 3Bepb CHOBUOEHUM, CIIOBHO TPOBUHUBIIUICS PeOEHOK, OYCTHUII TOJIOBY U
BBIIIET.

LI3uHbMHU Me[iJIeHHO ITOBEPHYIach, CJIE3HI KATUJIUCH IO €€ IeKaM Ha moj. OHa mocMoTpesia Ha
2KyHbI0S TAaKUM B3TJISLIOM, YTO OH HE CMOT BBIIEPKATh €T0, ¥, HUYETO He CKa3aB, BrIOexkasa 13
KOMHATHI.

2KyHbI0H OTEPCS Ha OBEPHOM KOCSK, e[Ba yIepPKUBasICh OT MafieHus 13-3a c1ab0CTH, BEI3BAHHOM
IyIIeBHBIM NOTpsiceHreM. OH He 0CMeJIMBAJICS e€ NOTHATh, HE 0CMEJIUBAICS 0OBSICHSATD U HE XOTell
3TOTO MeJarTh.

Kyanny HuUKOrfa He myMana, uTo CoidaH uc4yesHer nop npucMoTpoM [logmyrHoro Crapiia u
JIss010aHB-113I0HS.

B nmocnenHee BpeMs HeGecHble 60KeCTBa U yxu OBUIM BCTPEBOXKEHH!, TIOTOMY 4TO HebecHbIH
HmnepaTtop pasrHeBascs. Co BpeMeHU CBOET0 BOCIIECTBUS Ha IpecTo 2KyHbioi Bcerga ObUT MSTOK C
OOYMHEHHBIMY, YIIpaBIis ¢ 0OOPOmeTeNbio, HO B IIOC/IeNHNE IHU OH BIIEPBHIE IIPOSIBUJI THEB.

Iaxe ecnu OH coepxKuBan cebsi, He BLIMEIAsS 3JI0CTh Ha MMOOYMHEHHBIX. UMEHHO IT03TOMY BCe
OecroKouIuCh, He 3aboeeT 1 OH OT 9Toro. CTapeie PaHH eIé He 3aXKUIIH, a HOBhIE 00JIe3HU yKe
nosiBunuck. s XKyubtos u st He6ecroro IlapcTBa 9To He CYIUI0 HUYET0 XOPOIIEero.

Tenepb TOJIBKO KyaHHy OCMeJINBaJIaCh IMOABIIATECA IIEPE] }KYHB]EOGM.

2Kynbioit Kpenko cxBaTuil KyaHiy 3a 3amnsicTbe, C MOJIbOOH B I'/la3ax:

— Kyanny, ckaxu, Morya 14 3T0 chenarth LI3uapMu?

— Bame BenuuecTBo, s crpamuBana. B Tot gens [lopnmyrHab CTapel u JIsT0l0aHb-11310Hb OBITTH
IIopakKeHBl BOJTHOM Kaphl U IOTEPSIU co3HaHKe. A bor Bopbl TpakTUKyeT BOOHBEIE TEXHUKYU U HE
MOZKET CO3[aBaTh xKap.

2Kynbio#t oTiycTun pyky KyaHimy, ClIOBHO ITOTEPSIB pacCynoK, ¥ TpobopMoTal:

— BopHble TeXHUKH... Kapa, xKapa...

BHe3anmHo OH B3MaxHYJI PyKoy, 1 Bce 6aMOyKOBEIE CBUTKHU C €T0 CTOJIa YIlaly Ha MOJI.

3ByK ITafaoNX CBUTKOB HAPYIIUJI MEPTBYIO TUIINHY B 3aJle.

— XKapa... xapa... 1 nousn! — Barnsan XKyHbios BHe3amHO TPOSICHUICSI. — TOT, KTo 3a0pan



CroniaHa, — 3TO TOT XKe, KT0o youn npexuero bora Boxnsl 1 Borunio Betpa!

Kyanny nocremso crnpocurna:

— Yto?

— 2Kapa momkHa Oblla UCXOMUTH OT OTHEHHBIX TeXHUK, HO HebecHast UMnepaTpuiia yKe IIOKOHYMIIA
¢ co0oii B 3aTOYEHHUH, TaK YTO 3TO He OoHa 3abpana Cwoidana. Torma KTo xke?

— Moxert 6biTh... — KyaHiy 3amHynachk, HO BCE Ke He CMOTJIa yaepkaThcsi. — MoxeT 6biTh, bor
Orus ounyncsa?

Ycnsimas aTo, }KYHLIOﬁ OILleIIeHe]I. CHYCTH JOJIr0€e BpeMs OH TBépJIO OTBETHUIIL:

— Her, Croidan He cTan Obl Hanagath Ha [TogmyHHoro Crapia u JIsioloaHb-1I310HS.

— Ho INopnyuusiii Ctapel] u JIs00aHb-11310Hb He TTOCTPagaiu.

— Her, TouHO HeT...

2KyHbI0M He X0Tell BepuTh B 3T0. Ecnu CioliaH 0YHYIICS, TOYeMy OH He HINeT ero? Heyxkenu oH Tak
€ro HeHaBUOUT?

2KyHbIOM XOTeJ OTIIPaBUTh HeOEeCHEIX conpaT Ha moucku CiolidaHa, HO He ocMenuBajcs. OH He MOT
ITO3BOJIUTD, YTOOBI HOBOCTH O TOM, UTO CIoM(3H KUB, pAaCIPOCTPAHUIUCH. DTO TOJILKO HAaBPEOUIIO ObI
Croriany.

B uTore 9TO €70 MPUILIIOCH TOPYUUTD JIS0I0aHb-1[310HIO ¥ 6TM3KUM copaTHUKaM CioidaHa s
TalHOT0 PacClieqoBaHus.

OpmHako BpeMs IIJI0, @ HOBOCTel BCE He Ob1o. Ho oH He xoTen cuaBaThCsi. OH MMOCTOSTHHO yTelna
cebsi: TOKa HET HOBOCTEH, eCTh 00JIbIIast BEPOSITHOCTD, 4TO CioidaH BCcé emé xkuB. OH NOJIXKEH HaWTH
€ero.

OH cupen 3a MMCbMEHHBIM CTOJIOM, TTepej] HUM JiexKasl MucT 6ymaru ¢ HabpockoMm mopTperta. Ha HEM
ob11 CroiiaH, ymei0aouuics eMy o fepeBoM heHuKca.

Korpa nBeTsl pacuseTaoT, I PUCYIO L[BETHI.

Korma oHM yBSIIAIOT, 5T PUCYIO ce0sl.

Korpga THl IPUXOOUIIIh, ST PUCYIO TEOS.



Korga TH YXOOUIlh, g PUCYIO BOCIIOMUHAHNI.

BHe3aImHo OH YCIIHIIaN KPUK (eHUKCA, B3MBIBAIONIETO B HE00. 3BYK OBII JaIEKUM, HO ITOYEMY-TO OH
ero ycnbiman. 2KyHbiol 3aMep, pyKa ¢ KUCTBIO 3aipoxKaa.

CroriaH, 3T0 CroiidaH, CoidasH ouHyICs!

Ou Opocun KucTh u nobexan HapyxKy. OH yBUOET cjie] BO3POXKAeHUS PeHrnKCa, HallPaBIISIOMINICS B
LapcTBoO 1eMOHOB.

OH moXeH HauTu ero!

OH He cTan 3agyMbIBaThCs, moyemy Croiian okasancs B IlapcTse [leMoHOB. Ero BOJHOBAJIO TOIBKO
10, 6e3omacer u CioiiaH nocse IpodyKIeHuUs.

Heb6ecunii UmnepaTop 2KyHbIol X0Ten nepeceyb Peky 3abBenuss, 4ToOH IonacTh B LlapcTBo
IeMOHOB, HO OBIZT OCTAHOBJIEH TIEPEBO3UUKOM.

— CTapuk, moxanyucTa, coenay MHe Of[0JIXKEHNUe U IlepelpaBb Ha gpyrou 6eper.

— ToI gOKEH MOAyMaTh O CBOEM HBIHEIIHEM CTaTyce. THl IelHCTBUTEIHHO X0UYellb TyHa
OTIIPaBUThC?

— Ia.

Crapuk nokavas rojoBOM:

— TBoe¥ OyXOBHOM CUIHI TeTIePh HEJOCTATOYHO, YTOOH meperneTeTh yepe3 Peky 3abBeHust. Ecmu Thi
HacTaWBaelllb, TO TOIIHLKO HaBlled€Elh Ha ce0sg Gemy. TBou paHHI elllé He 3aXKWUIM, a BHYTpU Te6s
OyIIyeT 37I0BEIIX OTOHb, YTO yKe IMJ10X0 Ays Tebs. Ecimu Th oTmpaBuibes B LlapcTBo [leMOHOB,
IeMOHHYEeCKas 9HePrus TaM 00sI3aTeIbHO YIapPHUT 10 TBOeMY 002KEeCTBEHHOMY TeJTy, U Thl CTaHeIllb
emré crmabee. Ecnu Te6s1 TaM cxBaTsT, 9T0 OymeT mo3opoMm ais HeGecHoro LlapcTBa!l

T'oBopsT, nepeBo3urky Peku 3abBeHus 3HaIOT BCE. Cerofgus ctapuk faj 2KyHbioio [0OpEIii COBET.

2KyHbio¥ TOHUMaJI, 4TO OH Gosblie He npexHui 2Kynbiort, a He6ecurit Umnepartop. Ero cnosa u
TIOCTYTIKY [OJKHBEI YYUTHIBATh 4YeCTh HeOeCHOU ceMbH, ¥ OH 0O0JIbllle He MOXKET ITOCTYIaTh II0 CBOEMY
YCMOTPEHUIO.

Oxka3sbiBaeTcs, HebecHsbllt FiMiepaTop — caMblii 60/IBIION Y3HUK B 3TOM MUPE.



B koH11e KoHII0B 2KyHBIOM OTKa3aJCs OT PEILIeHUs OTIIPABUTLCS Ha Apyrou 6eper. OH BEpPHYIICS B
Heb6ecHoe IlapcTBo 1 Bo gBOpe [Bopia CroaHbL3K BCTPETUIT LI3UHbEMU.

— ToI npumna.

Ceropgust [I3uHbEMH, B OTJIHYHE OT IIPOILUIOTO Pa3a, He BHIIAAeNAa HeIOBOIbHOM. HampoTus, oHa
yNBIOHYIACh eMY:

— 4 mpwumna, 9ToOH CKa3aTh Tebe, YTO YX0XKY Ha HEKOTOPOE BPEMS.

— Vxomumn?

— HepaBHo s nocmopuna ¢ [1ynu-11310HeM, 9TO TPOUTPABIINY OOJIXKEH BHIIIOTHUTE OMHO [EJI0 [
nobenutensi. — OHa B3[OXHYJa, CTapasch Ka3aThcsl 0e33a00THOM. — K coxkaneHnuto, s1 mpourpana, u,
KaK YeCTHHIN 4eJI0BeK, MOIKHA BBHIITOTHUTh €r0 MPoCkOy.
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