Takum o6pa3om, xoTst Bait U uzbexkan o6yueHus1, ero MpUKOBalIK K IOMOCTY KypTU3aHKH, ¥ 4acTOTa
yOapoB T0JI0BOM 0 CTOIO 3a IOC/IefHUE IBa OHS BIOJIHE yCTpauBaia Ty 0coly.

OH 3anuHancs, He 3Has, YTO CKa3aTh, ¥ BCe IIOHAIY, YTO OH B 3aTpyAHeHUU. EnBa OHM Hadanu
BLICKA3bIBaTh CBOM IIpeTeH3uH, Kak bait Y CHOBa 3aroBOpuUII:

— 4 moHMMalo Balllu cepAlla ¥ UCKpeHHe OriarofgapeH, HO ceifdyac g He MOTY YHUTH.

OH Me[JIeHHO MTOMHSJICS Ha MoMocTe. XOTsI OH BBRITJISAAEN OJIeOHEIM, a Ha €0 TOHKHX JIOTBIKKAX
BYICEJIM 1[ETTH, OH BCE eIlé U3JTydall HOCTOMHCTBO, KaK 6YATO CMOTPEJ Ha MUP CBBICOKA.

—4d OCTaHYCh 3[€eCk, yTOOBI JOXKOATHCS ETO.

JTro FOHB crerka omerusi, BCIOMHMB €T0 IIPeIbIIYINye CI0Ba, U IOogyMall, He XKIOET JIH OH
uMIepaTopa? 9T1o Ovlno 6e3ymuem!

JIroou BOKPYT Ha4aJlK HepelHéHTbIBaTBCH, 1 C TOYKHU 3PEHUA Bbaii M aT0 BHITISIOEI0 KaK MOpe
ONYIII€HHLIX I'OJIOB.

— Tpertuii TOCIOOUH, HE YIPSMBCH. ..

— locnoguH, nydiie mopyMaii o cebe, MOXKeT ObITh, IT033Ke THl €70 BCTPETHUIIE. ..

Te, KT0 ObIT O/IMKe K ITOMOCTY, Haya/Iu [aBaTh COBETHI, HO BCE OHKM CBOIUJIUCH K TOMY, YTOOBI OH
0TKAa3aJICSI OT 9TOU UIeH.

I]:[elh/'lCTBI/ITeJ'IBHO, HNMIIEPATOP TOJIBKO YTO BEI3OOPOBEJI, KaK OH MOT' BHE3aITHO IMOABUTHCSA 3I[eCB?

K tomy ke, Baii M Obl r71aBHBIM Pa3bICKMBAeMBIM CTpaxKei B ITapYOBHIX XaraTax. XOTs 37eCh
KaX[Iblil IeHb TaTPY/IMPOBAJId, OHU CMOTPENIH Ha ero JIUI0 U He pearupoBany, Kak oyaro bair U
CMEHUJI JIULIO IIOCJIe TOr0, KaK IMOKUHYI [1oM KaHIjiepa.

Ho, BeposATHO, MMIIepaTpHUIla CUUATANA, YTO OH eIll€ HeJOCTATOYHO IIOCTPasall.

Y BOT, cpenu LIyMa TOJIIIBI, OAMH T'OJIOC, OCTPHIN KakK JIe3BUe, IPOH3WUII BO3AYX U OOCTUT yiel Ban Y.

— Ecnu TH X04elh YBUOETh UMIIEpaToOpa, UOM CO MHOM.

9THU CI0Ba 3aCTaBUIM BCeX 3aMonyaTh. bau U IIOBEPHYII CBOU CJIETKa YJII/IBJ'IéHHBIe T'lla3a K Kpalo
TOJIIIBI.

TaM, Hen3BECTHO KOraa, OCTaHOBHUIJICA OTpPsAd BCAOHUKOB, K&)K,'[[blfl B JIETKHX OOCIIeXaX, N3JIy4YalonuX



CMEepTETBbHYIO aypy, 3aCTaBIIss BCEX OTCTYIUTh B CTOPOHY.

YenmoBeK, KOTOPHIM TOBOPUI, HAXOOUIICS B YEPHOM MMOBO3KE, 3aHABECKM KOTOPOU CIlerKa KOJIBIXalHuCh
Ha BETPY, ¥ BHYTPH, Ka3aJioCh, Llapuja ThMa.

Croans Jle He 3afiepKHUBAJICS 3€Ch HAOJI0, HO KOTMIa 3aHABECKY MIPUIIONHS BETEP, OH YBUOET
IOHOIITY B KPaCHOM Ha ITIOMOCTeE, ¥ ero Cepalle APOTHyIo. Ero ria3a He MOTJIM OTOPBAThCH.

B 3TOT MOMEHT €ro0 agbIOTAHT, CKIIOHUBIIUCH, C 6ITAaTONAPHOCTHIO ITPOU3HEC:

— leHepar, BHI ClIaCiIu XKU3Hb MOeMy MyapmeMy Opaty, bait YKoH BeyHo OymeT BaM OnarogapeH!

Ero ronoc GBI TUXUM, U OH He KJIQHSJICS CIIMIIKOM HU3KO. BHeIIHe OH BCE elé ObLI MPECTYITHUKOM,
U He XOTeJl BTTUBATh KHS35 CeBepo-3anaja B 3Ty IyTaHUILY.

XOTsT TOJIBKO OH MOT cracTu JJoM KaHIepa, bait YK9H, cpakaBIIUICS HA CeBepo-3amaje, BCE elmé
CTaBUJI HONT BhIIIe Bcero. Ho Temeps, yBUOEB, KAk ero MIaIiui 6paT BOT-BOT GyIEeT CIIacEéH, ero
CepAlle MePenoHAIOCh PafOCThIO.

Croansb Jle crnerka npunogHsn 6poBb. Heyzkemnu 3T0 ObIJT TOT CaMblli MCIIOPUYEHHBIH TPETUM CHIH CEMbHU
Baii?

OH OB ClIeTKa CKeNTHUYeH, Be[lb UMS TPEThero ChiHa ceMbr baill OBII0 M3BECTHO BCEM, U OH He
Ka3aJICA TeM, KTO MOT OBl TaK Y€TKO M3JIaraTh CBOM MBICIIH...

B T0 ke BpeMA Baii M 130 BCex CHII IBITANICSI BCIIOMHUTD, KTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK.

Ho, K coxaeHuIo, TPETUH CHIH ceMby bal, MpoXuBIIKY B [loMe KaHIIepa MeCTHAAIaTh JIeT, ObII
OKPYKEH 3a60TOH, KaK I[BETOK, XU HE MOT y3HATh €T0 II0 T'0JI0CY.

Ho, ycnrimaB cioBa agbioTanTa, bait U ynbIOHYIICS, ITOHSB, YTO, XOTSI OH celyac He MOT
MCIIOJIb30BaTh Maruio, €ero YyBCTBa B TeJle TPEThEero ChlHa ceMbH bail ocTaBaluCh TAKUMU Ke
OCTPHIMHU, KaK U PaHbIIIe.

OH OBICTPO OTBETHUII:

— Ecnu Be He cuuTaete Bait Y 06y30#, 51 rOTOB 1OCIenoBaTh 3a Bamu. Ho...

Ero ToH BHe3amHO U3MEHUIICS, ¥ OH B3OOXHYII.

W3-3a 3aHaBeCKU CHOBa Ppa3gaincs rojoc:



— Ho ut0?

Bait U yneiOHYJICS, U Ha ero rybax IosBUIach JIETKas IMOYKa, KOTopas TyT XkKe hcuyesna:

— Ho, BeposiTHO, 3T0 060MAETCS BallleMy BEICOYECTBY B KOTIEEUKY.

B moBo3Ke BOLlapuach TUIINHA.

Kua3w? Bece Ovutu B 3ameriatensctse. KTo 310 Obt?

OpuH 4yenoBek, 061aJaonIui OCTPEIM 3PEHUEM, OCMOTPEJICS U CKa3a:
— 4 BUXKY, YTO 3Ta NMOBO3Ka HE U3 CTOJUIIHL, la ¥ B CTONIMIIE HET KHS35, KOTOPHIHM IPEeAnodynuTa Obl

YEpHBIE ITOBO3KHW. ..

ITOT IIBET CUMTAJICA CIIMIIKOM HECUACTIIMBEIM, U JaxKe IIPOCTEIE JIIOOHW PEeJKO HCIIOJIb30Ballu €ero,
IIpeanodyuTad 3eJIEHHIE TTOBO3KH.

— MoxeT OBITh... MOXKET OBITH, 3TO OH...

OpnuH YesloBeK OPOKAIIMM IasblleM YKa3all Ha II0BO3KY, HO pyKa ero gpoxara.

— Kt0? K10 9107

— B KOXHOM 1apcTBe pacTET KpacHBI! 600, OqHaXKIH OKPAIIeHHBIN CTPaflaHUSIMHU 10 JTII00UMOMY...

Bce 3amosryanu, OTCTYNIUB €IIE Aajbllle, ¥ CMOTPEIN Ha YEPHYIO IIOBO3KY C OIIACKOM, IIOHUMast, KTO
3TO.

Croanb Jle He ObUI CAaMBIM BBIIAIOIIMMCS T€HEPAJIOM, HO OH OBRICTPO MOMHSIJICS 10 KapbepPHOH
JIECTHUIIE, U TUTYJI KHS35 CeBepo-3anana, eIUHCTBEHHOI0 MHO3EeMHOT0 KHsI35 B CUB3M, OH IOTyYMII
Oraromapsi CBOe# XKeCTOKOCTH.

OH 6511 ypoxkeHIieM KOKHOT0 IapcTBa, I'Ae 0O OTIUYAIMCh BEICOKUM POCTOM, YTO HaBajo UM
IIPEUMYIIEeCTBO B BoitHe. CUB3¥ JOJIT0e BPpeMsI HaXOIUJICS B HEBBITOTHOM IIOJIOKEHUH.

Y BOT, B TaKOW CUTyalluH, ONUH 4eJIoBeK Ipuilen B CuBsl, YTOOH IPEAI0OKUTD CBOU YCIIYTH. ITO OBLI
Croans Jle. B Ty e HOYb OH MOBEN apMuto CuB3M u nepedun cusimux conmaT KOXKHOTO 11apcTBa, a
3aTeM Ka3HuJ ummnepatopa CuB3ii oJ JEPEBOM CSHCHI, ©3pe3aB ero Telo Ha THICSIYM KYCKOB.

Teno ocTaBuIM Ha MECTe, YTOORI €T0 CHEJIM 3MEH 1 HaCeKOMEIE. Mecro, KOTOpPO€ KOrga-To CHMUTaJIOCh
CBAIIIEHHLIM, TEIIEPE CTAJIO afOM, Kyod HUKTO HE€ XOTEJI CTyIIaThb.



Croans Jle mocie 3Toi OMTBEL CTaJl U3BECTEH KaK KHS3b CeBepo-3amaza, 60r CMepTH, KOTOPOTo
umnepatop CHUB3Y OMHOBPEMEHHO 0OSIICS U JTIOOUI.

Maro KTo ero Bues, HO Telepb, y3HaB ero, Bce cMoTpenu Ha bait U ¢ elé 6ombIum
0eCIIOKOMCTBOM.

Bai Y B3moxHy I B Oyllle, AyMasi, YTO IONIYJISPHOCTb KHA3S CeBepo-3allaia qelCTBUTENIBHO TaK HU3Ka.
XoTs OH He I0JIb30BaJICS M000BBI0 HAPOXa, ero apMus Oblla BIedYaT/ISIomen.

On IIOTAHYIJI 3a Iiellb, Pa3AaJICA CKPEeXKET, U OHA PAa30PBajiaCh B €TI0 PYKaX.

Bce cHOBa 3aMepii, Kak OyTO IPOTJIOTHIN KaMeHb, U CMOTPEJIX Ha IIOMOCT, He Beps, UYTO TPETUH
CHIH ceMbH Bail obaman TakKo#u CHJIOH.

JIro FOHB TONBKO MOTHpAI 1006, AyMasi, 4To Iy4ile OB eMy IOJIy4YUTh yap OT KHA35 CeBepo-3amafa,
YTOOBI TPOCTO MOTEPSITh CO3HAHUE U n30eKaTh BCEH 3TOU CYETHL...

On Pa3MBIIIIIATT 00 9TOM, KaK BIOPYT YBHUOEII, YTO TpeTI/IfI T'OCIIOJWH yXKe IMOOXOOUT K HEMY, 1 HE 3HAJI,
KaK PearnpoBarTk.

Bait U ynbiOHYIICS eMy, U B €ro yasi0Ke Oblyia [0S I0HOIIIECKOT0 030PCTBa, HO B CeAylollee
MT'HOBEHUE OH Pe3Ko ymapu JIro FOHs 1o 1mee.

JIro FOHB TyT XKe pyXHYIIL.

bau U noramun Jlto FOHS K MOBO3Ke KHS35 CeBepo-3amaa, He 0CTaBMIss ero 3aech. Bece
PaCCTYIHUIKCh, ¥ UX B3TJISIAL BEIpaXkKaau COYYBCTBUE, XOTS OBITIO HESICHO, KOMY OHO OBITIO afpeCcoBaHO
— Bau U unu mame Jlio.

OH e11€ He OOIIET A0 MOBO3KH, Kak ball Yk9H He BhIiepaKaJll ¥ BHIIIEN eMy HaBcTpeuy. baii U
yNBIOHYJICS ¥ Ha3BaJl ero cTapuuM 6paToM, a 3ateM npocto 6pocurn JIo FOHS B ero pyku. Crapimi
OpaT, pa3 YK Tl HOCHIIb 3TO 3BAHKE, MOJIKEH HECTH OTBETCTBEHHOCTb.

Bait Yk3H, BEpOSITHO, HUKOTHAa HUKOTO He 0OHUMaJI, TeM 0oJjiee TaKOTO HaflyIIeHHOT0 MYXKUKUHY, H,
Korjia ero 6pat OpOCHII eMy 3TOT «IIOAAPOK», OH CJIOBHO OKaMEeHeJI.

Korga oHu mopoIiy K Y€PHOH IIOBO3Ke KH35I CeBepo-3amafia, CTpaxka B MapYOBHIX XaJlaTax HaKOHeI]
TIOHSJIA, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK, X Hayaja Pa3TOHSITE TOJIY, OKPYKHUB HX.

— Boiigu.



W3 TEMHOI TOBO3KM CHOBA Pa3falics rojoc, u bai U, He pa3myMbiBas, 3a0pacs BHYTPb.

Crpaxa B ITap4yoBHIX XajlaTaxX, BCeryia TOTOBas MaBUTh Ha Cla0bIX, YBUIEB OTPSM, IIPEBOCXOMSIINM UX
YUCJIOM U B JIETKUX [IOCIIE€XaX, U3JTy4aloUX CMEPTEIIbHYIO aypy, He OCMEJUIIaCh BEIXBAaTUTh MEUU U
JIAIIb BEXKJIMBO CKa3asa:

— l'ocnoguH, B Balllell T0OBO3Ke HAXOAUTCSA Pa3blCKMBaeMBIY NIPECTYIIHUK, TOXKAJYyUCTa, lepefanTe
€ero HaM.

M3 MOBO3KHM CHOBa pa3fasiCs T'0JIoC, HO Ha 3TOT Pa3 OH OBIJI CTAapYEeCKUM, ¥ OJHOBPEMEHHO 3aHaBeCcKa
IIPUNIOOHSIACh, OTKPHIBAS PYKY, IIOX0XKYIO Ha CyX0e AePEBO.

— Kaxkou npecTynHUK? 4 CUXKY B II0BO3KeE LIe/Ibli IeHb, KOCTU YK€ JIOMUT, U 51 He BULEJI HUKAKOIo

IIPEeCTyIIHUKA.

Ero nuno OBLIIO MOPIIMHUCTEIM, KdK CyXas aIlleJIbCHHOBASA KOPKa, X OH BHITJIAOE]I KdaK CTAPUK Ha KPalo
KHN3HU.
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