YBupes, uto bait U KuBHY, €ro ria3a 3aropesiuch, 1 OH HEBOIbHO CIIPOCUIT:

— ToT, Koro TBI 06UfEN, Cy[s II0 BCEMY, UMeeT HeMasioe BIUSHUE?

Bai1 U cnerka yCMexHyJICS U JIAIIb CKa3all:

— f mymari, BHI BCe yXKe 3HaerTe...

BresanHo oH BcrioMHUI, 4To JIto FOHB o cux mop 6e3 co3HaHUS ¥ BPSI[ JIX MOT YTO-TO PacCKa3aTh.
— Tbl HUYETO0 He TOBOPUIJI, @ CTAPUK HE YMEET YUTATh MBICTIH. ..

Ctapen Tao crmerka ynbIOHYIICS, €T0 T1a3a IPUCTAIbHO CMOTpenu Ha Balt U, sBHO HamMepeBasich
CETO[HS BREISICHUTH BCE IO KOHIIA.

Bait Y u3HavanbHO He cOOMpPACsl HUUero CKPEIBaTh, HO B €0 T0JI0BE MEJIbKHYJIa MBEICTIb: CTOUT JIX
pacckasbiBaTh O TOM I'PSI3HOM fieJie, KOTOPOE TPETHEMY CHIHY basi HoBeioCh YBUAETh TOM HOYBIO?

Ecnu pacckasats, To TaoTe, BepOsITHO, OYHET B SIPOCTH, Befb €ro omo3opuiu. OOHAKO, eCITH
pa300paThCs, UMIEepaTPHlla ©U3MEHUIA He eMy, a UMIIepaTopy, ¥ X0Ts ceiyac TaoTe 3aHST TeNOo
MMIIepPaTopa, OHU BCE Ke He OBLIM CYMpPyTraMH.

[TogyMmaB Tak, OH OTKPBII POT ¥ CKa3a:

— 9-9, 3a0bIT YIIOMSIHYTh paHbIIe. S 0Ka3aics B TaKOM IIOJIOKEHUH, IOTOMY YTO CIIyYaiHO CTaj
CBUMIETEJIEM TAWHOU CBSI3UM UMITEPATPULILI ¥ KHA3s [yaHs.

OH IPOM3HEC 3TO JIETKO, CJIOBHO PACCKA3hIBaI O TOM, YTO €J1 Ha YKUH MIPOLUILEIM BedepoM. CTaperl

Tao, YCIEIIIaB 3TO, JIMIIb MOPTHYJI 1 Ha MTHOBEHNE OHEMEJI, HE B CHJIaX BEIMOJIBUTH HU CJIOBA.

— ...TBI TOJIBKO UTO CKa3ajl, YTo HMIIEPATPHUId U KHSA3b HyaHB9

— Amuxu!

ViMmepaTpulla, fepxka B pyKax dally C JeKapCTBOM, BHe3allHO YMXHYJIa, ¥ II0JIOBMHA OTBapa
nposnuiack. OHa HEOOBOJIBHO HAXMYyPHIIACh, TIOJTHASI COMHEHUH.
Lunu Cs, cTosimas psaoM, IocIelnnsia 3a0paTh Yally U3 pyK UMIIepaTPUIbl U CKa3aja:

— Barre BennuecTBo, BBl CIMIIKOM YCTAJIM B IOCTIeAHKAEe OHU. [103BONIbTE TI03BATh Bpaya, YTOOH OH
0OCMOTpe Bac!



WmnepaTpuila HaxXMypUJIach:

— He napo. [TepeBapu eKapCcTBO 3aHOBO U He 3aCTaBlIsgil UMIIepaTopa XaaTh.

Iun Cs NOKJIOHWIACH U, BHIIOJIHUB YKa3aHue, yaaauiach.

WmmepaTpuila B3TIsSHYJIA Ha 3amaf. X0Ts 3aKaT ObLT eIlé POk, HOUb yxKe mpubauxkanack. OHa THXO
B3[IOXHYJIAa U HANpaBUJIach B UYEPTOT.

Yepror LIaHBKYHb OBUT 3aTSAHYT TSAXKENBIMU IITOPAMHU, TAK KaK Bpaul CTPOTO 3alIPETUIN UMIIEPATOPY
nofBepraThCcs CKBO3HSAKaM. [103ToMy, BOMAS BHYTPh, OHA IIOYYBCTBOBasa, OyATO OKa3anach B
KPOMEIITHOU ThMe.

OHa 11y1a MeJIEHHO, HO BOPYT IIOUYBCTBOBAJIa, KaK Ybs-TO PyKa 0OXBaTHIIA €€ Ta/lMio, a 3aTeM
IIUPOKKE JTaJOHU KPEIKO CKalu €€ PYKHU.

3mechb OBLITO TEMHO, HO OHH yXKe€ l'IpI/I6J'II/I}KaJ'II/ICb K BHYTPEHHHUM IIOKOAM. I/IMnepanHua HaXMypHUJIdaCh
1 OCTOPO2KHO CIIpOCHIIa:

— Baire BennyecTBo, BaM CTaJjo ay4iie?

YeloBeK 3a €€ CIIMHOW TUXO 3aCMESJICS, U ero PyKH Me[IJIeHHO IIOI0JI3NIA BBEPX.

— T®I Tak 0 HEM 0ECIIOKOUILILCA?

Ero romnoc GbIn MPUSATEH, ¥ UMIIEPATPHUIa Cpa3y MOHsIa, KTO 3T0. [I0Y4yBCTBOBAB €T0 IIaI0OBIHUBLIE
PYKH, OHA HEBOJIbHO axHYJIa.

Ona cxBaTuia ero PYKHu 1 CKa3alia:

— He manu. Kak TH 3mech oka3ascsa?

Ona ob6epHYyJach, u neper e€ riIa3aMu [IPeCTano NPEKPaCcHOe JIUI0, OTYEro eé Cepalle ciaerka
3aMepJio, HO B TO e BPeMSs HalOJIHUIIOCH TEITIOTOM, KOTOPYIO TPYOHO OBUIO BEIPA3UTh CJIOBAMH.

910 OB MIaAmKii OpaT uMIepaTropa, KHa3b [lyaHb u3 CuUB3i.

Kus3p [lyanb nogHst 6poBb, TOCMOTPET B CTOPOHY TEMHEIX 3aHABECOK U CKa3all:

— 41 6ecnokouscs o Tebe. 9 oueHb cKydain... OH Pa303JIUIICS?

BcnwimbyuBhHIEM XapaKTep UMIepaTopa OblJT K3BECTEH BCEM, a BPOXKAEHHas 601e3Hb cepylia JIUIIhb
ycyry06iisiia ero IogaBIeHHOCTh U UCKAXKEHUS.



Wmnepatpulia cnerka yiasl0HyIach, CHaJIa yIaBIIUY JIUCT C II7leda KHA34 [lyaHd U cKa3ana:
— OTKy[na TH DIPUIIEN, YTO Tak ucnaykasncsa? He Oecrnokoiics o HEM. 4 3mech. IIpocTo OKpyxRU

pe3uneHIuio Kus3s CeBepo-3amnana, U BCE OyIeT B MOPSOKe.

Eé ria3a CBETHINCEH OKUIAHKEM, CJIOBHO COOBITHS Pa3BUBAIMCh UMEHHO TaK, KaK OHU
npennosarany. Kusasp [yans craHoBuscs cracuteneM CuBsi U, IOCJIe CMEPTH UMIIEpPaTopa, 3aKOHHO
3aliMET TPOH.

KHusa3p [lyaHb BCTPETUIICA C HEU B3rJI0M, HO [I0OYYBCTBOBAJI HEKYIO HEYBEPEHHOCTh. OH JIUIIb
CIIOKOMHO CKa3aJl:

— Xopo1110, HO, KOTa 1 CerofHsI OKPYKUJI pe3ufeHunio KHa35 CeBepo-3anaga, MHE [1I0Ka3aj10Ch, YTO
TaM CJIMILIKOM Tux0. Heyxenu oH...

— HerT!

ViMmepaTpuiia TyT ke 0TBepriia ero MbIC/IH:

— CnaceHue KaHIyiepa OBIJIO JeJIoM PYK NuIlb Kydyku Opopsir. CeromHs g Iockaa el pa3BenaTth
00CTaHOBKY, U HUKaKUX IIOJO3PUTEIbHEIX NeUCTBUY B pe3ufgeHInn KHI3g9 CeBepo-3anana He ObIIO.
Bo3sBparrmaiics cKopee, He TIOflaBakCs ITaHUKE.

[Tocye 3TUX CI0B OHM OOMEHSITTUCEH B3TTISIIaMHU, IOJTHEIME HEXKHOCTH. HO B 9TOT MOMEHT U3 TEMHBIX
3aHABECOK Pa3/asICs XPHUILILIHA T'OJI0C.

— ...YTo0 3a naHuKa?

HWMnepaTop IpOCHYIICA.

O6a 3acThIM 3a 3aHABECKAMM, U JIUIIL CITYCTSI HEKOTOPOe BpeMs UMIIepaTpulla cKa3aa:

— Huyero. 4 mpocTo gaBana yKa3aHUS CTpaxe B MTAPYOBHIX XajlaTax, YTOOH OHU THIATEIHHO
OXpaHsIM pe3ufieHInio K351 CeBepo-3amaa 1 He MoaBaIucCh CTPaxy Mepes ero rpo3HbIM
BUOM...

CkasaB 3T0, OHa IOCIELIHO IToMaxaJjia KHA3k0 [lyaHi PyKOU U HallpaBUJIach K uMnepaTtopy. KHa3b
IlyaHb Ke TUXO yOaaumics.

— BepHUcCs.

ViMmepaTop, yCIbIIIaB 3TO, BAPYT ITO3Ball.

I/IMnepanHua IIOYYBCTBOBAJI4, KaK CepAle €€ C2KaJoCh, ¥ MOCIEITHO CKa3ana:



— 4 3mecs, Barre BenuuecTBo. YTO BH XOTHUTE?

— BepHu cTpaxy...

OH XO0TeN OTOIBUHYTH TSKEJble 3aHABECKH, HO ITIOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO KTO-TO YAEPXKUBAET UX CHAPYXKHU.
WmmnepaTpulia cKa3ana:

— Bame BenuuecTBo, BaM HeIb3S NOABEPraThCsI CKBO3HAKAM. ECIIM XOTHTE UTO-TO CKa3aTh, CKAXKUTE
TakK.

HiMriepaTop OCTaBUII MOMBLITKY OTOJBUHYThH 3aHABECKU U, TTIIAS B TEMHOTY, MEIJIEHHO MTPOU3HEC:

— Wpute u apecTyiTe mpecTynHOTo KH34 CeBepo-3anafa. [loxulneHre rocyqapCTBeHHOTO
IIPEeCTYIHUKA AOJI2KHO KapaThCs MO 3aKOHY.

ViMmepaTpulla CHapyxu yIEI0HYIach U IIOCMOTpPeSIa Ha KHA3s [lyaHs. TOT, IOHU3UB T'OJI0C, OTBETHII:

— Ha! IIpuHATO K NCIOTHEHUIO!

W, He MellIKas, yOanucs.

BorbIoe KOMMYECTBO COMOAT yKe OKPYKUIIO Pe3uneHnnio Kus3s CeBepo-3amnajia, a Teneps, IoJTyYuB
YCTHBEIM yKa3 UMIlepaTopa, JefiCTBOBaM elllé peluTebHee. [Iocie TPEXKPATHOTO NIPeAynpexkaeHus,
He MOJTyYMB OTBETA, IT0 MPUKA3y KHA3s [[yaHs OHU B3s/IM OPEBHA U BHIIKUOIM BOPOTA PE3UNEHITUH.

OpHako, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO BOPOTa Pe3UAEHIINY BHITIISAEIN KPEIKUMH, Ha [leJie OHU 0Ka3aJIuCh
HeHaEXXHBIMU. [Tociie HECKONIBKUX YIapoB pa3fasicsi TPOX0T, ¥ BOPOTa PYXHYJIK Ha 3eMITIO.

CTpa}Ka B ITAPYOBRIX XadJIaTdX, HACTOPO2XkKeEe, BOPBAJIACh BHYTPh, HO, OKAa3daBIIKChH B PE3UOECHINH,
3aMepJia B U3YMJIEHUH.

Kazarmnocs, pe3unenuuio KHs3s1 CeBepo-3amafa pa3rpadbuu!

Bcé BOKPYT BHITTISIAENIO TaK, CJIOBHO 3/1€Ch IPOLIINCE pa30oiHuKu. Ha 3eMyie ObIJTM OTPOMHEBIE SIMBI, U
HEIIOHSITHO, KaK OHU IIOSIBUJIKUCE...

Kus3p [IyaHb Me[IJIeHHO BOIIEN B Pe3UAEHIINI0, OCMOTPEJICS U, B3OOXHYB, ITOHSJI, UTO, BEPOSITHO, BCE
IIJIO He TaK, KaK OH PacCYUTHIBAJL.

B 310 ke BpeMs B ropoge JIo.

Tpetuii ceid bast cugern, moanepes MEKY, ¥ HabJII0Mal, KaK ero MoMYMHEHHbBIE CaXkaloT JepeBo. [1a,
MMEHHO IEPEBO.



prrma mo,ueﬁ, 00HAXKEHHBIX 110 II05C, KOIlaJla OTPOMHYIO MY U IIBITAJIACh ITOCAOUTh OEePEBO CAHCHI.

— Tei Bcerpa Gepémib ero ¢ co6oi, Kyna Obl HU TIOLIET?

Ou noBepHyncs K CioaHs Jle, KOTOPHIM BHUMATEILHO HAOII0Ias 3a ITPOIIECCOM.

Croans Jle mogHsiin OpOBb U OTBETHIT:

— He Bcerma. BmecTe ¢ 9TUM pa3oM, 5 IepecakuBajl ero JIUIIb TBaXK/IHL.

OpuH pa3 B UMIIEPATOPCKOM aBopIie KOKHOTo 11apCcTBa, a BTOPO¥M — B pe3uneHunu KHsa3ss CeBepo-
3amaja.

— XM, THI TaK JI0OUIIL 3TO JePEeBO CSHCHI...

Ha camom perne oH He 0c060 MMOHUMAJI, TIOYEMY JEPEBO, KOTOPOE IMIOCTOSTHHO ITepecaxkuBaloT, He

ctpapaet. Ecnu yX Tak ero ymo0uIls, 3aueM He OCTaBUTh €r0 B pe3ufeHuu KHa3s CeBepo-3amnana’?
Bpsn mu conpaTtel CUB3H CTaHYT pyOUTH AEPEBO, YTOOBI BHIMECTUTH 3JI0CTh.

CroaHnb Jle onycTu B3TJiSA, HO He oTBeTH1. OH NMUIlIb cKa3as cebe, 4ToOb He yOuBan 60e3 HyKIH,
BO3MOZKHO, 3TO IePEBO HAIIOMUHAJIO EMY O YEM-TO HEIIPUSITHOM.

— JTOT pa3 AeWCTBUTENILHO CITacu00 BaM, KHSI3b.

W3smHas Gurypa ¢ UBETYIIUM JIUIIOM U TOJIOCOM, TIOHOOHEIM ITEHHUIO COJIOBbS, IIOKIOHUIIACh. ITO
Obla HayoKHUIA [y 13 uMIepaTopckoro aBopiia CuBay, crapiias cectpa bait U, ctapmas qoub
KaHIyiepa bau CaHIm.

Croanb Jle B3TJISIHYJ Ha HEE€ M CIIOKOWHO CKa3ai:

— CeMeliHble fienia He TpeOyIOT 61aromapHOCTEN.

Bait CaHIu BHIT/ISIIENIa HEMHOT'O CTPaHHO, HO, 611aromapst CBoeMy BOCIIMTAHUIO, He ITOKa3ajia 3TOTo.

Bait U ke moYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK CEp/lle €T0 MOACTYIIHUIIO K TOP/Y, ¥ eiBa MOT [bIIIaTh. Y CIIBIIIAB CI0BA
CroaHb Jle, OH He 3HaJI, PaloBaThCs JIX TOMY, YTO TOT He Ha3Bajl CEMbIO KaHIJIepa TeCTEM U TEIeH,
WU BO3MYIIATLCS €T0 HATJI0CTH, Ha3kIBast UX CEMbEH.
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