OHa moHMMAJa, 4TO ceidac nmobbie cioBa OymyT Gecrone3Hsl, ¥ IIOTOMY Pelluya IIPOCTO CIIOKOMHO
XKIATh, OXKKUIAS €T0 MPUXO[a. ..

Ona Obla yBepeHa, 4TO KHA3b [lyaHb IPUAET €€ CIACTH, TakK XKe, KaK U OH ObLT OfePKUM TPOHOM.
Kus3p 100U ee ¥ cMor OBl OTHSITH Y UMIIepaTopa, eciu Obl OblJia XOTh Majelinas Hagexnaa. OH Obl
He 0TKa3aJICS OT 3TOM BO3MOXKHOCTH.

[TpunBOpHLIE ¥ €BHYXH, BUS, KaK UMIIEPATOP IIIeJI C TPO3HEIM BUIOM, ITOCIIEIIHO PACCTYIIUIIUCD, C
TpeBoroy Habsofas 3a 9TOM CLIEHOM, He TIOHWMas, II0YeMy UMIIepaTop BAPYT MOSBUIICS 3[€ECh.

ViMmepaTpuila Takxe MOMHSIA B3TJISAH, 3aMeTHB Ha Tabnuuke Tpu ueporinupa — «ObcepBaropus». B
ee TJla3ax MeJIbKHYJIO HeloyMeHue, ¥ OHa 3aflyMajiach, 3a4eM OH IIPUBEI ee CIofja U YTO XOTeN
TI0Ka3aTh.

OO6cepBaTOpPUS COCTOSINIA M3 IEBSTH dTaxKed 1 OblJla CaMbIM BEICOKMM 37aHKeM B MIMIepaTopcKoM
nBopite. MmepaTop, cTpafaoiiuii 601e3HbI0 cepila, 00brYHO n30era OBICTPHIX ABUXKEHUM, HO
ceryac OH IIPOIIeJ CTOIEKO MECT, He OCTAHABIIMBASICh, YTO 9TO Ka3aJI0Ch CTPAHHEIM.

Ha ero Buckax BBEICTYIIHII JIETKMH TOT, ¥ Ha CaMOM BEPXHEM 3TazKe OH IIPpUXKaJl UMIIEPATPUITY K
IIOJOKOHHHUKY.

— TTocMOTpH, TOCMOTPH, TPUAET JIK TOT, KOT'O THI K[IEITh, MO¥ IOPOroi 6paT, 4ToOH criacTy TeOs?!

On TOBOPHUII 3TO, XU B €T'0 T'OJIOCE 3By4dadJld IrOpeYb, Belb OH HUKOI'Ma HEe AYMaJl, YTO OJHAXKIEI €TI0
COOCTBEHHBIH 6paT 1 XK€Ha OKaXyTCd TeMH, KTO X04YeT €ro CMEpPTH.

I/IMHepanI/II_Ia JIVIOb MEJIbKOM B3TTIAHYJIAd BHU3, U €€ Cepalie MMOXO0JIOOENI0O — 3a IIpeJelaMi OBOPIia He
OBLITO BHUIOHO HA OOJHOT'O CTPAXKHKWKA B ITAPYOBLIX XaJIdTaX...

I/IMHepaTop IIPOOOIIZKAJI TOBOPUTE, €ro B3rJidd CTaJl paCCEAHHBIM, 1 OH BOPYT Ha4aJl BCMIOMUHATH UX
IIpoI1iIoe, 3aKOHYHUB CIIOBAMMU:

— Ecnu... s 06pety cepare KHs3s [lyaHb, pa3Be 9TO He HUCIOJIHUT ero Me4Ty CTaTh UMIepaTopom? U
THI, Pa3Be THl He JTIIOOUIIb ero? Tak Thl CMOXKEIIh MPOI0JIKATh JIIOOUTh, ST He Oyoy MPOTHUB...

HMHepanI/IHa OTCTYIIXJIA Ha IIar, ee rija3a IIPUCTaJIbHO CMOTPEJIM Ha KMIIePAaTOpPa, a IIaJIbIbl TdK
CUJIBHO BIIUJIUCE B JIAAOHHU, YTO U3 HUX BEICTYIIHNJIA KPOBL, HO OHA 3TOT'0 HE 3aMedalad...

B aTo ke Bpems Bait M moroBopurcs ¢ KHsizeM CeBepo-3anana Croans JI3. X0TSI 9TO CJI0KHO OBIIIO
Ha3BaThb IleperoBopamMu, Benb CioaHsb JI9 UL CKa3at:

— Tu IIpaB, BCe, 4YTO ThI 'OBOPHIIIL, 51 IIOAOEPZKUBAIO.



Baii Y cierka HaXMypHJICS, OLIyIIasi CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO, U 3aT€M CIIPOCHUIL:

— Trl 3Haelb, 4YTO CUMBOIM3UPYET LIEJIKOBas aKallua?

TonmbKo 4TO OHM 00CYyKIanu 000POHY, a TEIePh OH 3aroBOPUII 0 IBeTaX. CioaHb JI3 yIBIOHYICS, ero
JIMIIO UCKA3UJIOCh B YCMEIIIKE.

— A 4TO C 9TOH IIIETKOBOM akalumen? YTo Takoe CUMBOIA3M?

OH HEKOTTa He CJIBIIAaN TaKoro CJIOBa, HO U3 YCT Bait U oHO 3BYy4aJI0O CBEXKO U UHTEPECHO.

B rna3ax bait I MmenbKHYJI0 pa3oyapoBaHue, U Yyepe3 HEKOTOPOe BPeMs OH CKa3all:

— Huvero, mpocTo BCIIOMHUJI, KaK TH YKPaCHUJI MOH [BOP.

Croans JI3 3amoiydar, HO B TOJIOBe yXKe KPYyTUJIach MBIC/Ib: MOXKET, IIOCJIe B3ATUS CTOJIULIEL
nepecaguTh LIEJIKOBYI0 akaluio B UMnepaTopcKuy gsopen?

Wnm, MOXeT, IPOCTO CHeNaTh Pe3UmeHInio KHA39 CeBepo-3amaga HOBEIM OBOPIIOM, a [loM
Be33a00THOCTH OCTaBUTh Kak eCTh? IIoHpaBUTCS U 3T0 U?

OpHa mpocTas moxBaja bail M uyTh He TOIIaTHYIa OCHOBEI TOCYAPCTBa, YTO TOBOPHUJIO O €T0
OTPOMHOM BITUSTHUH.

['eHepasbl yKe BEHICTYIIUIU C BolickaMy, a bait Y u CroaHs JIs monyuunu u3Bectue o OUTBe MeXOY
MMIIEPaTopoM U KHg3eM [lyaHb TUILIb TTTyOOKOM HOUYBI, IIOCTIE Yero MOCHEeIININ K CTOJIHIIE.

Kus3p [JyaHb yKe HEKOTOPOe BpeMs OblLJT BO IBOPIlE, HO He Hallle]l HU UMIIepaTopa, Hu
uMIepaTpuibl. OH CXBATUII OMHOTO U3 CTPAKHUKOB U CTaJl JOTpaIlnBaTh, y3HaB, YTO UMIIEPATOpP yXKe
OJITHS HaxomuTcs B OOcepBaTOPUH.

OH crpocuri, rfie UMIepaTPHIla, ¥ CTPAXKHUK, C HOXKOM Y TOpJa, yKe He MOT COITPOTUBIISITHCS.

— VMneparpuua... ¢ UMIEePaTOPOM...

Kus3b [lyaHb XOpOIIIO 3HAJ, YTO TaKOe «yOUTh 0CJIa, BEIXKAB M3 HET0 BCe COKU». XOJIOOHO B3T/ISIHYB Ha
CTpPaXXHUKA, OH Ilepepe3as eMy IopJio, Ipexae YeM TOT yCIIeNl 3aKOHYHUTh (ppa3y. I'masa cTpaxkHUKa
3aKaTHUIKCh, HO OH HE CMOT 3aKPHITh UX.

KHs13b OTIIBEIPHYJI TEJIO B CTOPOHY, Ha IIOJTy OCTAlach JIy2Ka KPOBY, HO OH He 00PaTHII Ha 3TO
BHUMAaHWUS, HaITPABUBIIUCH MPsMO K O6cepBaToOpUy.



OH He MOT CKa3aTh, YTO UCIILITHIBAET K HMIIEpATpUIe KaKue-TO 49yBCTBa, HO, €CJIK TOBOPUTH 9YECTHO,
3a OOHY HOYE, IIPOBEOEHHYIO BMeCTe, MOZXKHO OBITTIO OBI COXPAHUTH XOTA OBI KaIlIio IMIPUBA3dHHOCTH.

Ectp TIIOTOBOPKaA: TO, YTO HEJIb3s IIOJIyUYUTh, BCETOa KaXKeTCA CaMBbIM KEJIaHHBIM.

I KHA3S HyaHB HMIIepaTpHUIlla OBI7Ia CJIOBHO 30JI0TOM IIBETOK, KOTOpBIfI MOZKHO OBIIO KOCHYTBCs, HO
HeJIb34 OTKPLBITO Oep2XKaThb pPsAgoM. 3TO BHI3LIBAJIO B HEM TPEBOI'y, HO TaKXKe€ U CTPAaHHOE YyBCTBO
IIOKOPEeHud, KOTOPpO€E OH HE MOT OTIIYCTHUTE.

OH KpUKHYJI CHU3Y:

— Hunsp!

Ero rosmoc axom pa3HeCCd 110 OGCGpB&TOpI/H/I, CJIOBHO BO BCEM [BOpPIiE OBLT TOJIBKO OH OOWH.

Ho 910 651710 He TakK. iMIepaTop ¥ uMIiepaTpuila HaXOAUIMCh Ha CAMOM BepPXHEM 3TaxKe, U, YCIILIIIaB
3TOT 3BYK, UMIIEPATPHUIIA 3aKTJIacCh B Ila3aX, IPOIIENTaB:

— OH npuurer.

Ee romoc 3By4an Kak nobefa, HO TakXKe 1 Kak o6jerdeHue, CJIOBHO OHa HaKOHeIl CMOTJIa OTIIYCTHTh
TPEBOTY.

ViMmepaTop ke CKpUBHUJICS B 37100€, €T0 Tfla3a CTalu JIeASHbBIMY, ¥ OH TOJIKHYJ UMIEepaTPHIly Ha
CMOTPOBYIO IIJIOIIAMKY .

CMmoTpoBas miolaaKa, Kak U cliefyeT U3 Ha3BaHUS, OblJla CaMbIM BEHICOKMM MECTOM BO IBOpIIE,
OMMXKAUIIIM K 3BE3IaM.

WmnepaTpulla IOYyBCTBOBAJa, KAk €6 HOTH MMOAKAIINBAIOTCS, HO PYKU OBUIM CBSI3aHHI, ¥ OHA HE
MOTJIa COTIPOTUBIISITLCS, YYBCTBYSI ce0si COBEPIIEHHO OECIIOMOIIIHOM.

Tem BpeMeHeM KHA3b [yaHb yKe Hadasl MOMHUMAThLCS 0 3TaxkaM B ITOMCKAX UMIIEPATPULIHL.
ViMmepaTop, OIyCTUB PECHULIBI, YK€ CIIbIIIAJ ero rojioc.

OH MefyIeHHO MOJoIIes K UMIIepaTpHUlle, U OHa OTCTYIIMJIa Ha [Ba IIara, Ha JIUIEe MOSBUJICS
HaCTOSLINN CTpax, B OTJIMYME OT IIPeXHEN YBEPEHHOCTH.

I/IMr[epaTop He 3HaJl, HO OHa 3HaJla, CKOJIBKO CJIY2KaHOK ¥ €BHYXO0B moru0o Ha 3TOU CMOTpOBOfI
IIJIOIIAaOKe...



OHa HUKOT7a He OyMaJia, 9YTO OOHA2KIOEI CaMd OKaXKeTCd B TaKoMu CUTyalluu.

ViMmepaTop He CcTal XaaTh, YTOOB BCTPETUTHLCS C KHSA3eM [yaHb JTUIOM K JIUILY...

Korpma kHs13b [lyaHb MOAHSJCS Ha MOCTENHUM 9TaXk, OH YBUMEN, KaK Ybsi-TO GUTYpa yIaa C
OO6cepBaTopuu, PaCKPHIBIIKMCH HA 3eMJie SIPKUM LIBETKOM KpoBU. MiMnepaTtpulia CTosijia Ha MecTe, ee
JIMIIO BHIpAXKaslo IOJIHOe HeBepue.

I[Toka WX yIIH He YCIIBIIIAIHU roI0ca JTIofeH.

— WmnepaTtop ckoHYasncs... UMmepaTop CKOHYACH. ..

Bce Bolicka YK€ PaCIIOJIOZKUIINCE 3a IIpenejlaMyu CTOJIUIEI, X B JIaT€Phb ITPUIIETI OCBEJOMUTEIID,
Inepenas IMMociaegHrne HOBOCTHU KHA3IO CeBepo-BaHana.

— YTo0 TH cKazan?!

Baii I BCKOYMII CO CTyJIa, €ro TJla3a BeIpaXkali PacTePsIHHOCTh, CJIOBHO OH HE MOT IIOHSTh, YTO
YCIIBITLIAT.

['eHepasbl TOCMOTPENX Ha HEro. X0TS HOBOCTH OblIa IIOKUPYIOIIEH, B IeJIOM 3TO OblIa XOpoIIas
BecTb. Ho Takas peakus bait U 3acTaBuia Bcex HAaCTOPOKHUTHCS.

OcBemoMUTENb TAKXKE 3aMepP Ha MI'HOBEHHE, IIpeXKae 4eM IIPOU3HECTH:

— HimmepaTop ckoHYarsncs. 4 Bumen, Kak KHA3b [lyaHb Bollell B gBopel]. HaBepHOe, 3T0 0H yOuI
uMIeparopa?

— HerT, 5T0O HEBO3MOXHO...

Baii U mpomemnTar, omycKasich Ha CTYJI, €r0 JIMILO BhIpaXkaio pa3oyapoBaHUe.

Ecnu Taote ymep... HeT, kKak TaoTe MOXKeT yMepeTh?

MozxeT, 370 OBLT BOBCe He TaoTte?!

OH HUKOI'[a He BUMeNl UMIlepaTopa U He 3HaJl, KaK TOT BhITJAnen. OH BCIIOMHUII UX [IOCJIEIHIO0
BCTpeuy, Koraa Taote 0wl HebecuniMm MMnepaTopoM, Brnagsiko [essatu Hebec, u celiuyac monxKeH
ObL1T OBITH BEPXOBHBEIM ITPABUTEJIEM. ..



[Tpu sto#t meiciu Bait U uyTh He ymapun ce6st mo muily. Eciiu ToBOpUTh O BEPXOBHOM BJIACTH, TO,
HaBepHOe, apMus KHa351 CeBepo-3amnaga Oblia CUIbHEE, YEM Y UMIIEpaTopa?

OH Ha MTHOBEHHE IIOTEePAJI TOJIOBY, OyMad TOJIBKO O CTATyC€, HO HE CPDaBHUBAA (I)aKTbI...

OcTanbpHBIE CMOTPEJIX Ha HETO, He IIOHKUMas, II0YEeMY €ro HaCTPOEHHE TaK 6bICTpO HN3MEHUIIOCH.

Bait U moBepHycs K KHsA310 CeBepo-3amnana CioaHb JI3, Ha ero rybax MosiBUIach yiibiOKa, HO OHa He
OoIIIa Ao IIas.

— Taore, TH monro MeHs gypauui. Tebe G110 Beceno?

Croansb JIa mocmotpen Ha bail Y, He moHUMas €ro CII0B, ¥ B T'OJIOBE MENIbKHYII BOIIPOC: KTO TaKOu
Taore?

Ho npexne 4eM 0H ycCIesn CIIpOoCUTh, OH II0YYBCTBOBaJI, KaK BOKPYI' CTaJIO XKapkKo, BO3AYyX HavYal
MCKaXaThbCs, a nepen HUM baut U n3gan 3BOHKUY KPUK, IpeBpaTUBIINCh B OeHUKCa...

Ha rnazax y Bcex Croans JI3 mouyBCTBOBaJI, KaK IojioBa pacKasblBaeTCs, IIa0d Ha UCKaXKeHHBIU
o0pa3 cronuisl CuB3ii, ¥ BOPYT MIPOU3HEC:

— QeHuKC...

Ba#i Y GBIN CIMIITKOM [IaJIeKO, YTOORI YCIIBIIIIATE €TI0 CJI0BA, ¥ YYBCTBOBAJ COXKAJIEHUE, UTO
IIPEBPATHUJICS B CBOIO HCTHHHYIO GpopMy. YBuneB, Kak CUB3¥ CIIOBHO BCIBIXHYJI, OH BCIIOMHUII [[€BATH
Hebec, roe TaoTe mpeBpaTHIICS B CBOIO KICTHHHYIO GOpMy, a OH OKa3ascs B Tene bait Y. BHe3amnHo oH
CJIOBHO ITOHSIT YTO-TO...
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