Ha mopore cMepT# B €T0 CEPJILle OCTABAJICS TOJIBKO 3TOT YeJI0BeK. Pef moHMMAI, YTO XXKU3Hb
OXOTHMKA Ha IeMOHOB ObIJIa Mpa4yHOM, HO rophoi. OmHAKO, TOTEPIIeB Heyaadyy B 3aflaHUU U ITOTEPSB
IIaMsTh, OH ObIT BHIYEPKHYT U3 UTPHL. BEpHYTHCS Ha IpexkHee MecTo ObII0 HeBO3MOXKHO. VB XKe
COTJIACHJICS CTaTh €T0 IIAPTHEPOM, YBEJT €T0 C IIPEeKHEro IMyTH ¥ BBEJ B COBEPIIIEHHO HOBBIN MUP.

OH mo6un UBa 60JbIlle, Y4eM CBOIO KU3Hb.

Pen mymar, 4To B oTpaHU4YeHHOMN YeJI0BeUeCKOM XKU3HU €My YOACTCS IIPOBECTH PSIOM C HUM el
HECKOJIbKO 71eT. Ho Temepsk... OH MOHSIJI, YTO OIINOAasCs...

— T'ociogus JIu MuH! OTnycTuTe, HHa4Ye s BHICTPENIO!

B nonmyGecco3naTenbHOM cocTossHuU Peq ycnbiman ronoc MBa. Ero cosHaHue TO 0THANSIOCh, TO
npubnuxkanock. OH X0TeJ BHpyTraThes: «IlouyeMy Thl, UOUOT, HE YLIEN!» — HO BMECTO 9TOT0
yCrbIlIaj, Kak B TOBOPUT:

— Kaxk BHI moxkenanu, rocnogus JIu MuH, g BepHYJICS, YTOOH IIPEenofiaTh EMy YPOK BEXKIUBOCTH.

JIu MuH noBepHYyJ ronosy. UB, nepxa apo6oBuk Pefa, HacTaBUI ero Ha HETO.

— X0-X0-X0... — CMex cTaHOBHUJICS BCE 00jiee 3JI0BEIIAM.

— Iaxe opyxue CBsiTOro Phillapsi He CMOTJIO MEHSI OCTAHOBUTD, a THI lyMaelllb, YTO UTPYyIIKa
OXOTHHKA Ha MEeMOHOB CMOXKET YTO-TO CHEJIaTh?

VB maxe He yCIIeJl CpearupoBaTh, KaK KOT'TH JIu MuHA yKe CXBAaTUIIX APOOOBUK. YCUTIEHHOE OPYKHUE,
IIPONUTAaHHOE KPOBaBEIM cepeOpoM, ObII0 pa300paHo 3a CYUTAHHBEIE CEKYHIOBL. [[eTany MOCHITaINCh
Ha IT0JI, ¥ B PyKax MBa 0CTasiCs TOJIBKO IPUKJIAL,.

OT OOIBITKH CBITPATh I'ePOA OO IIOJIHOTO ITIOPaXKEHU A IIPOIII0 He 0oJIblIe IATH CEKYH[.

VB cMoTpern, Kak Pen ctaHoBUTCS BCE cnabee, a Kortu JIu MuHa Temeph ObIIM HAIpPaBI€HH Ha HETO
caMmoro.

KaxeTcs...

Ha 3TOT pa3 BCé meNCTBUTEIBHO KOHYEHO.

Kortu JIu MuHa OBIIH CJIOBHO KOCa CMEPTH, CKOJIb3SIINE Iepe muiioM MBa.



HWB oTCTyman, HO OCTPHE HOT'TH HEOTCTYIIHO ITpecienoBanu ero. C cumou rocnogrHa Jlu MuHa yOuTh
cnaboro BaMmupa ObIIO IeJI0M OMHOT'0 MTHOBeHUS. OHAKO OCTPBIe KOTTH JIMIIEL YTPOXKAIH, He
IPUYMHSS Bpefa, 3acTaBisas cepare MBa Outhes darre. OH Hayasl COMHEBATHCS, HE UTPAET JIK C HUM
JIu Mus.

Korga nsiTku yTIépJ'[I/ICB B CTEHY, a CIIMHA IIPU2KalaCk K KaMHIO, WB nousm, 4to OTCTYIIQTh Oorbiire
HeKya. Pemienue o CMePTHU OOJIZKHO OBITD IIPUHATO.

JIn MuH ynsibacs, CIOBHO HaclaXkaascs UTpol, nepebrpasi BapuaHTH: YOUThL UM He YOUTb.

— ¥V Tebst ecTh UTO CKa3aTh, TOCIOANH AKapT?

VB mpuxKascs CIMHOM K KaMeHHOM CTeHe, KaK TeKKOH, Hesasch MMaabllaMu 3a menu. O610MKu
KaMHeH CBITa/JiCh BHU3. «OTO OBIIO IpeICMEPTHOE 3aBelllaHue?» — mopymai Us.

— Iloxanyicta, otnyctute Pega. — Cka3aB 9T0, OH caM yOouBUIICA. BO3MOXKHO, OT CTpaxa MBIC/IU
BLIPBAJIUCh HAPYXKY.

— 0? — JIu MuH 6bin youBnéH. [IpencraButent Kinana KpoBu IpoCUT COXPaHUTh XKU3HD YETIOBEKY.
970 OBIJIO CTPAHHO.

— 4 nomo6pan ero. Ecnu Obl OH He TIOIIEN 3@ MHOM, CETONHS OH, BO3MOXKHO, He yMep O0vl. — ['oyioc
VMBa mpoxasn. OH Hampsrcs, MasbIbl BIENUINCH B KAMEHHEIE IeNH ellé rinybxe.

— Tl gelicTBUTENBHO MuUnocepaeH. — C ycMmeko JIu MuH OBEPHYIICS K IIOYTH 0€3bIXaHHOMY
Peny u coipocun:

— lNocrmogun AKapT X049eT COXPAaHUTDb Tebe XKu3Hb. YTO THI JIYMaeH.II:?

— Iypak... [Touemy TH He ymen?.. — Peq emBa Mor roBopuTh. ETo rojoc OB €71Ba CIIBIIIEH, HO
3MOIIMHU TTePenoHsanu ero. OH BCE eIe MBITANICS 0CBOOOAUTHCS OT XBaTKM JIu MuHa.

«IToxany#cra! 4 nerTatock cnactu Tebsi!» — Ycmeimas, Kak Peq pyraet ero, B pa3o3nuics u
KPUKHYIL:

— Iypak ato Thl! THl mymaenb, g 6poiry Tebst u yoery?!

Pen YCTaABHUJIICA Ha JInu MuHa, B ero PEIKE CJIBIIIAIaCh PEIMNMOCTh:

— Otnyctu VBa, TEL MOXKeIIb BEICOCATh BCIO MO KPOBb!

Cnymas 3ToT myaT, JIu MuH yiei0ancs emé mupe.



970 OBITIO ITOX0XKE Ha UT'PY KOIIKK C MEIIIbI0. VB, pa3037EHHEIH, CTy4al KyJIaKOM I10 CTEHe, C
KaXXIbIM YIApOM 37I5Ch BCE cuibHee. Pa3, mBa, Tpu... KaMHU ChHITaIUCh BHU3, IITYM CTAaHOBUIICS
rpoMue, TI0JT Ha4aJjl APOXKaTh, a CTeHA MOKPhUIACh TPELMHAMH.

!!!

Y Hero He OBUIO TakoH cuinl! IT0 OLIIIO HEECTECTBEHHO!

Yro mpoucxomut?! IIpexne ueM WB ycmesn CIpOCUTh, KaMeHHbIe MIJIATHl Hadali CUIIbHO BUOPUPOBATE,
KaK IPU CUIBHOM 3eMyIeTpsiceHuu. [lom ux HoraMu o0pa30oBaiach YépHas ObIpa, ¥ BCE OHU
IIPOBAJIMITACEH BHUS.

HeoxunaHHOe mafeHye BRIOKIO MBICTTH U3 T'0JI0BEI MBa. B yIiax 3BeHes ero COOCTBEHHBIN KUK,
JIETKMe CXKaJIUCh OT HalpsxKeHUs. be3noHHas sMa, Ka3aiock, Bejla IPSIMO K IIEHTPY 3€MIIH.

Bcé KpyXuioch B YEPHOU ITyCTOTe, MogOpackiBasi UX, KOCTH yAapsIuch 0 KaMHHU. B KOHIe KOHIIOB,
KaMeHHas IIIUTa yoapuia ero o nuiy. Het, ckopee, OH y#apuics 0 3eMJII0 JIULOM, U BCE
II0TEMHEJIO.

Bo3gyx Obln HETTOABUKEH.

Wuorpa crielancs 3BYK KalIl€JIb BOOEI. Kannu napanu Ha J'IO6, CTEKaJIH II0 BOJIOCaM U MEOJIEHHO
TEKJIH II0 IIIee, KaK XOJIOTHBIN YepBb, IIOCTEIIEHHO IIPOHUKAA B TEJIO.

910 MecTo OBIno TIy6Ke, MpavyHee U TAaMHCTBEHHEE, YeM ITPEKHSS TPOOHUIIA.

I'omora PacCKalkbiBajlach OT Oomu. VB crplman CTPaHHBIE€ 3BYKH, HAXJIEIHYBIIXME Ha HETO, KaK IIOTOK
BOIEL. ITO OBLIIO ITOX0XKe Ha 3BYK B HAYITHUKAX, KOTOprfI HEBO3MOZKHO MTHOPHPOBATH, HO OH HE MOT
MIOHSITD, YTO 3TO OBIITI0. DTO OBIIM OYEHDb OPEBHUE 3aKJIIMHaHNA, IIPONCX0XKTEHNE KOTOPBIX OBLII0
HEN3BECTHO.

— Aaal!

Pe3kas 607b B pyKe 3acTaBuila MiBa 3akpuyiaTh. boib Oblla XOPOIIMM CTUMYJIOM Ot TPOOYKIOEeHUS.
OH yBuUMEN OTOHb, OKPYKAIOIINH MX, ¥ IIOCTEIIeHHO OKpYykKaroIas 06CTaHOBKA CTasla sicHee. [TomHsB
ra3a, OH yBuel, 4YTo Peq HaxoguTCs pagoM C HUM.

— TBosI pyKa CHIJIbHO TIOBPEXK[EHA, MOTPebyeTcs BpeMsi, YTOOH 3axkuTh. — Pen cMaxuyn ¢ n6a MBa



IIpsAOb BOJIOC B YCIIOKOHII €T0:

— He Goticst, MBI BpeMeHHO B 6€30aCHOCTH.

«BpemenHast 6e30macHOCTh? UTo 3T0 3HAUMUT? ['me MBI? A rocnogus JIu Muu?»

[Tpu cmabom cBeTe OrHs MIB yBUIEN COBEPIIEHHO HOBYIO KapTuHY. OH HEe MOT COepKaTh YIUBIEHHUS,
3T0 OBLIIO TOTPsicatoie!

[Tepen HuM ObINIa TPOOHMIIA, TIOJTHOCTHIO OTIMYAIOIIASCS OT Ipensiayied. OHa Oblla TOCTPOEeHA U3
30JIOTHIX IIJIUT, IIJIOTHO MTOMOTHAHHEIX APYT K Opyry. Ecnu 661 cBeTa G110 G0JIbIle, CTEHBI CUSITTH OHI,
KakK B SPKUi JI€Hb!

9T0 6bISIO0 cTpaHHO, mogyMan MB. Pa3se aTo ctumb Hamero Knana Kposu? ['oTudeckuit MpayHblit
CTUIb OB UX 97IeMeHTOM. Hemmofanéky oH yBUAEN CTPOMHYIO PUTYPY, HETIOABUXKHYIO ¥ CIIUBILIYIOCS C
TauHCTBEHHOMU IIelepoy, KakK ATHO B TeHU. Bugumo, JIu MuH ToXKe ynasn ¢ HUMU.

VB mo4yBCTBOBaJI, KaK I10 KOxKe Ipobexkaay MypallKy, ¥ TUX0 CIpocu Pepa:

— OH 6osblize He X04eT Hac yOuBaTh?

— Ecnu oH yOBET HAC, y Hero He OyaeT HUKOI0, KTO OBl €My ITOMOTaJll, ¥ OH He CMOXKEeT BEIOPaThCs

oTcrofa. — Pen nmocMmotpern Ha Jlu MuHa, moTporas Ciefbl Ha CBOEU liiee, KOTOPHIE YKe CTalu CUHe-
(bUOIEeTOBEIMU. OTO YHUXKEHNE OH 3alIOMHUT Ha BCIO KU3Hb.

— JlagHO, OH MHBAIN, 3a4eM ThHl Ha HET0 3NHuIIbca? — WB momeiTancs YCIIOKOHUTDb Pena, HO He cMmor
YOEepXKAThCA OT A3BUTEJIEHOI'O 3aME€YaHNAd.

On mymar, 4To JIu MuH CIuics ¢ TpoOHUIEH, CTall YaCThIO KAMHS, HO TOT CJIerka OpOTHYIL.

— 4 TonbKO cnemnou, Ho He Tyxoii. — Ero ronoc 6w Kak BeTep u3 Cubupmu.

VB cMeHUN BRIPaXKeHUe JINlla, Kak IepPeTuCTEBas CTPaHUIly, U Havyall IbCTUTh 0e3 KonebaHui:

— T'ociogus JIu MuH, BBl OelCTBUTENBHO TOpaocTh Kimana KpoBu. Hu oguH 3BYK He YCKOIIb3a€eT OT
Balllero ciiyxa. Bbl 3acTaBU/IM MEHS MOYYBCTBOBaTh 3HAUEHNE YBaXKEHUS U BCEerfa HallOMUHAETe O
OpuTenbHOCTH. S oberrai, 4To 00JIbIlIe TAKOTO HE ITIOBTOPUTCS.

Pen CMOTpPEJI Ha HETO C HeOOBEPHUEM. 9Ta yecTh ObIJIA CIUIIKOM 0YEBUIHOM.

T'ocioguu JIu MuH ¢eIpKHYI. To, YTO OH HE CJIOMAJl eMy Iel0, ObIJIO TYYIINM UCXOI0M.



B monrom mMonmyaHuu 06e CTOPOHHI YYBCTBOBAM IIPUCYTCTBUE APYT ApPyra. B ¢ PaioCThIO 3aMETHI,
yT0 JIu MuH Gombiie He oOpalllaeT Ha HUX BHUMaHus. Ero meiicTBUTeNIbHO HHTEpPecoBasa 3Ta 6onee
TauHCTBeHHas rpobHuia. CimaBa 60Ty, WX XKHU3Hb CHOBA OBIa IIPOJIeHA.

— Ecnu rociopu# JIu MuH [acT HaM IIAHC, MBI 00s3aTelbHO OyeM CITyKuTh BaM. — Ilocye
HEKOTOPOTO pa3MbIieHns: B BOCIIOIb30BaICS MOMEHTOM, YTOOBI CKa3aTh 3TO.

JIu MuH, Ka3anocsk, Hacjaaxpgasuacsa TeM, Kak MB 1bcTuT eMmy. OH IPOYUCTUII TOPJIO U C TYCTHIM
HOCOBBIM aKII€HTOM CKa3al:

— BuI roBOpUIY, 4TO UIETE KOTO-TO. 3HAETE JIX BB, YTO 9TO 3a MECTO?

WB mmokauars rojoBoH, IOTOM BCIIOMHUJI, 4TO JIu MUH cleno, u 6bICTpO OTBETHUII:

— Her.

On IIPOCTO XOTEJI IOJIYYUTh TEXHOJIOTHU JOKTODA, YTOOBI YJIy4IIUuTE CBOU Iella C Fp06aMI/I. OcransHOE
€ro He HHTEepeCcoBajlo.

— Hackomnbko 51 3Hat, 3T0 rpoOHMIIa U3THAHHUKOB. B mporiecce co3manust Mmepuu Bce, KTO OBLI
IIPOTUB UM NIPENCTaBIISI YIPo3y, ObLIN YHUYTOXKEHE. — JIu MuH ropopus 00 3TOM Tak e JIETKO,
KaK O IIOTofie.

http://bllate.org/book/15505/1375339



