He ycnenu 5Tu gBoe OTHOXHYTH ¥ Maphl 4aCOB, TOIBKO CHSIJIM BEPXHIOI0 OfE€XKAY U IPUIEriu Ha
KPOBaTh, YTOOBI HEMHOT'0 B3IPEMHYTh, €[IBa HauaB 3aChilaTh, KAK CHOBA MIPUIIIO CPOYHOE
noHeceHue. M cHoBa o 1[3un ®aiikaHe ¢ ceBepo-3anaga. Ha 3ToT pa3 cuTyalus Obljla CEPhE3HOM.
9TOT YenoBeK MPUOLIT C OCTPOBa [yHIII0, BHYTPH CTOBOPHIICS C YNHOBHUKAMU AuMHAcTUM LluH, a
CHapyXKHu MPUBEN Tonmy mofeit Bo u3 Ctpaubl Bo. Onu aBuranuch oT LiuHbsaHa 0o X3H4yaHbKOY,
rpabs u cxKUTas BCE Ha CBOEM IIYTH, YHUYTOXKHUB HECKOIHKO KPYIIHBIX IOCEJIEHUH U ITOCESB TaHUKY.
Temeps OHM MUHOBaNM XaHbllIaHb ¥ COOMPANIUCH aTaKOBaTh Xoi4uyaHbkoy. Ha 3ToT pa3 Yxkao Jlaock
IerCTBOBAJI OIIEPATUBHO, OTIIPABUB TPH THICIYH OTOOPHBIX COMIIAT K IepeBay XaHbIIaHb HABCTPEUY
IPOTUBHUKY. CTOPOHBI CTOIKHYIUCEH ¥ CPa3y BCTYNUIK B 00, HO CITYCTS KOPOTKOE BPeMs TPOTUBHUK
charscs, mogHsaB Oenbii diar. Ykao JIaockl, BCIO KU3HB OBIBIINN OCTOPOXKHEIM ¥ BHUMATEJIbHBIM, Ha
3TOT pa3 Iomaj B KPynHYyo JoByIKY LI3uH ®atixkana! [Toka 0HU 3aHUMAaJKCh TOACYETOM IJIEHHEIX,
CO CTOPOHHI ropofa XaWuyaHb pa3faauch HECKOIbKO B3PEIBOB — IIOIHSB Ir'OJIOBH K HEOY, OHM YBUIEIU
YeThIpe KPaCHBIX CUTHAJIbHBIX PaKeTHl. TOJIBKO TOTHa CTajIo SCHO, YTO Bpar ChIrpall B «OTBJIeYEeHUE
THUT'Pa C TOPBI»: MAThAECIT THICSY OCHOBHEIX CHJI IIEPEIIPABUIINCE Yepe3 Mope 3 AHBXKIHSA 1 Hadalu
CTPEMUTEJILHYIO aTaKy Ha ropof XaiuyaHs. Bpar ObIJ1 MHOTOYHCIIEHHEIM U XUTPHIM: U3 IATUAECITH
THICSTY YEJIOBEK YETHIPE THICSYHM MOMOIIIK K IJITaBHBEIM BOPOTaM, ThHICS4a OblyIa OfieTa Kak ionu Bo, a
TPHU THICIYU — KaK CONAATH AuHACTUYU LIMH. Y BOPOT OHU 3asIBUIIH O BEJIMKOM 1mobefie, 3aXxBaTe
MHOKECTBa BpazKeCKUX COJNaT U OOoObIYY, TPeOys: OTKPHITh BOPOTAa. 3aMECTUTENh KOMaHAUPa,
3AlUIIABIINHN X9W4yaHb, KOHEYHO, He OB TTYIIIIOM.

— be3 moka3aTenbCTB, The evYaTh FHaBHOKOMaHJIYIOH.IeI‘O?

CTOPOHBHI JOJITO IPEMUPAJIUCE, 3aTSIHYB IIEPETOBOPH! ¥ OTBIEK 3HAUUTEIBHYIO YaCTh U3 ABAAIIATH
THICSY 3allMTHUKOB ropoaa. Tem BpemeHeM cOopuille mupaToB L3un ®aiixkaHa u mopei Bo
aTakoBaJIO FOPOJ C ThUIA, TPOPBajo 000POHY M Hadaslo Pe3HI0. 3aMeCTUTeNb KOMaHAupa ycuen
BBIIIYCTHUTh JIUILIb YETHIPE CUTHAIbHBIE PAKETHI, IPEXKIE YeM eT0 CPasui yaap Meda 3THX
00e3yMeBLINX yOUNII!

Yxkao Jlaochl, mumuBIImiics: 6a3kl, B Ty Ke HOUb cTan cobupats mopeit us [anty u [llunait, 4TOOH
oTOuTH e€ oOpaTHO. OgHaKO YMHOBHUKY B [[aHTy u [llunait 3agepakany aofei, 0TKa3aBIIUCh UX
OTIIYCTHTb, BCTAB B CTOPOHKY B OKMUJaHUU IIpoBana Yxkao Jlaocs. OcTaBmuch 6e3 neHer u
nopkpennenny, Yxao Jlaocr oka3asncs B Tynuke. EMy Hu4uero He 0CcTaBaioCh, Kak OTIIPABIIATh
cpouHble foHeceHus KHs3i0-I'eHepany, KoMaHaoBaBlIeMy BorMcKaMu. JIy XyHI[3UH BIOXHYJI XOJIOTHBIN
BO3ayX U cka3zan Cso IOw:

— Bcé konueHo. Yero 6osmuce, To u cnydunoch. Kak 9To Yxkao Jlaocs ymyngpuncsa? [ecsaTs JeT
OTCUXKMBAJCS B X3M4yaHbKOY, a TYT BAPYT PEIINUIT IPOSBUTH XpabpoCTh, BEIBEJI BOMCKA U TETIEPH
notepsin cBoio 6a3y. Uto 3a mena?!

— Iaxe THI MOT [JOTafaThCs, YTO OH JECSTh JIET He TOKa3kIBaJICs, a TYT BOPYT PEIlus BHUTH. Pa3Be
3a 9TUM He KPOeTCs HedYTo cTpaHHoe? J[oykHa OBITh IPHYKHA, KOTOPAs 3aCTaBHUIIa ero MeiCcTBOBATh,
TIOKWHYTh CBOE€ JIOTOBO ¥ YCTPOUTH 3aCafy.

— ...huTepecHo. unacTtus LIuH OONTO0 XuUla B MUPE, 1 HEKOTOPHIE CTalld CIIUIIIKOM
CaMOyBEPEHHBIMH, TOTOBEIMU OpaTh OEeHbIH OT KOT0 YyTOAHO. B TakoM cnydae, KHs3b-I'eHepan, mporry
BalllMX yKa3aHui. YTo OBl BH HU IIPUKa3aly, 51, OCIIeOHUY U3 BOEHaYaIbHUKOB, TOTOB ITOMTH Ha
CMepThb. Xe-xe.

Ecnu GBI OH He XMXHKAJ, 9TO MOTJIO OBl 3By4aTh KaK TOTOBHOCTh IMONTH Ha BCE, HO €0 «Xe-Xe»
JIALINTIO BCE CEPHE3HOCTH.



— OTO [1eJI0 MOXKET 0Ka3aThCs KPYITHEIM, BO3MOXKHO, BEIBEIET Ha CBET LIEJYI0 IIeIT0YKY COOOIIHUKOB.
Jlyuie 51 caM moeqy, a TH IPUCMOTPH 3@ JOMOM...

Ycnoimas «IIPUCMOTPHA 3a OOMOM», TOT TYT K€ Ha4aJl TPUMACHUYATh U HACBUCTLIBATh, XUXUKHYJI
HECKOJIBKO pa3, IIpexknae 4eM 3aroBOPHUTE:

— ITpucMoTpeTh 3a momMoM? ThI UMeeIlb B BUAY CBOIO HOBYIO xkKeHY? KHs3b-['eHepan, OynobTe
CIIOKOWHEI, 51 TOTOB IIOPYYUTHCS CBOEU T'OJI0BOM, 4TO MOKa 5, JIy XyHL3UH, KUB, Ballla HOBas XXKeHa He
mponaneT!

«Kusi3p-I'eHepain», He TOBOPS HU CJIOBa, PE3KO ABUHYJ HOT'OM, MHITAsICh COUTD C HOT OOJITIIMBOTO
reHeparna JIy, HO TOT NPHITHYN BBepX, u30exkaB ymapa. OmHaKo BO3Me31e HaCTUTJIO €T0 — IIPHITHYB
CJIMIIKOM BBICOKO, OH yIaJjl, ¥ ero IOsICHUIA YOapuiaack 00 OCTPHIM yroy CcToja, TPUYMHUB TaKyI0
00JIb, YTO OH [IOJITO HE MOT ONPABUTHCS.

T'enepan Cs0, yBUIEB 3TO, CJIeTKa YCMEXHYJICS, 000IIEN CTpafialolnero reuepasna JIy ¥ oTIpaBuiics
TOTOBUTHCH.

OH mocTynua Ha cmyxk0y B IATHAOIATH JIET, ¥ C TEX IOP MPOIIIO yKe 6ojiee BOCbMHU JIeT. Temeps eMy
OBAflaTh TPH, ¥ OH HUKOTHA He 3a00THIICS 0 MaTepHaJIbHEIX Belax. Ero omexkna Oblyla BOBHHOM
dbopMoli, Kak U y OOBIYHBIX CONIIaT, BEIIaBaeMOM pa3 B Ce30H, YeThIpe KOMILIEKTa B rof. OH HOCHJI UX
0 TeX TOp, TI0KA OHY He BHIIIBETAJH, UL OB He OBLIO AbIP. ET0o MOAT0TOBKA K OTHE3MY
3aKJI04asach JUIb B CO0pe HECKOJIBKUX KOMIIIEKTOB Ofl€K[bl. YKe OblI OKTS0ph, ¥ OH He 3Hall,
KOTTla BePHETCS. Y Hero ObUIM ITAIM ¥ HAaKUOKK, HO OH UX He B35JI, TOJIBKO OBA CTETAHAIX XajlaTa,
KoTophie JIsto L{f0imu mpUroTOBUII AJIST HETO, KOT'la OH TOJIBKO IIOCTYIIUII Ha CIIyKO0Y. ITH XanaTel ObIIN
CIIMTHI C OOBIIKUM 3aIlacoM, U axKe ceiyac OHU eMy He ObLIM Masibl. HeCKOJIbKO KOMIIIEKTOB
OfleKMIBI ¥ IBa CTETAHBIX XajaTa, CBEPHYTHIE B IIPOCTOM y3€Jl, — BOT ¥ BeCh ero Darax.

OH coOuparncs YUTH, HO YYBCTBOBAJI, UYTO HEe MOXKET IIPOCTO TaK OCTABUThH CBOM UYBCTBAa. EMY HYKHO
OBIIIO TTOIMPOIIATHCS C TEM YeJIOBEKOM. M0oXKeT OBITh, 9TO 00JIerYuT ero 0€CIIOKOKNCTBO, BEOb TOT
YeJI0BEeK BCE BpeMsi 00SIJICS, YTO OH HAYHET IIPOSIBIISITh MHUIIMATUBY. Tereps, KOra OH ye3:KaeT, TOT
YyeJI0BEK, HAaBEPHOE, B3MOXHET C 00eryeHuemM?

Csio FOit mén MenyieHHO, YyBCTBYS ce0s1 HeJIOBKO IIPU MBICTH 0 BcTpede. OH Gosiblile Bcero 60sics
YCIIBIIIATh CII0Ba, KOTOPHIE PAHST ero Ceplle, HapuMep, BHe3anHoe «5 yimy ¢ To6oi, T BEpHYCh B
MMIepaToOpCKyI0 CTOIMIY» UM IPOCTO PaBHOAYIIHOe «Hy, uau». Ta MBICTIb CKHUMaJa ero CepAle, u
OH HECKOJIbKO pa3 Komnebalics, Mpexae YeM BONTH BO BHYTPEHHUE MOKOU. K ero yIuBIeHHI0, OH He
BCTPETHJI XOJIOMHOTO JIUIIA, @ BMECTO 3TOTO YCJIbILIAT TPEBOXKHLIN Bompoc JIsto Llromu:

— Kyna 81 mponan? 4 Be3ne Te6s uckan! Tl yKe B3POCTEIN, Topa OBl IEPECTaTh KalpU3HUYaTh!
— ...41 He Kampu3HKUYan. Buepa BeuepoM MPUILIIU CPOUHBEIE HOBOCTH, M MHE HY2KHO OBIJIO CPOYHO
IIPOBEPUT.

OH X0TeJl 0TBETUTh: «J yIIén, 4ToOH He MellaTh Te6e», HO I0YEeMY-TO B IIOCJIEIHUIM MOMEHT CKa3al
npyroe.



— He kanpussuyan?

JIsio 1ltoyiu BHUMATENIBHO OCMOTPETT €70, TOYYBCTBOBAB 3aax KPEMKOro aTKoroJist, KOTOPEIM TOT GBI
TIPOIUTAH.

— W THI el11é TOBOPHIIIL, YTO He KapU3HUYal U He TTu?!

— JleliCTBUTENBHO, 3TO ObIIU CPOYHBIE HOBOCTU. MHe HY2KHO CPOYHO yexaTh, U s He 3Halo, Korfa
BepHYCh. ECNu g He BepHYCh K KOHIy TOia, THL... MOXKEIIh BEPHYTHCS B VIMIIepaTopcKyo CTonuiy. M
IIOTOBOPUJINCEH BCTPETUTLCS C CEMBEN B KOHIIE TOfla, He IIPOILYCTHU 3TO...

OH 3aKOHYMJI CBOM BJIACTHBIE CJIOBA U HA4aJl OCTOPOKHO IIPOSIBIIITh HEKHOCTh, KaK OyOTO BCE
noHrMa. CloBa «He MPOMYCTH 3TO» COMPOBOXK/IAINCH BHIPAXKEHUEM JIUIa, KOTOPOe SIBHO HAMesJIoCh,
YTO TOT CKaXKeT, 4To Oy[meT XKaaTh ero Bo3BpalneHus. JIsso Ltomu, emmé He YCIIOKOUBIIUCE, HE CTal
TIOIBITPHIBATE EMY:

— Ila, KOr[ia IPUAET BPEMS, S YeXy IIePBBIM.

— ...4l mpumen nonpoumarsCsa. YX0xXy.

Csi0 FO#1, He mONy4YuB XKeJIaeMoro, OIYCTHI IIJIeUYr U IMOBEePHYJICS K OBepu. OH yKe OOIUIEN [0 BhIXO[a
13 BHYTPEHHUX [TOKOEB, a TOT YeJIOBEK TaK M He CKa3aj HU CJI0Ba, XOTs OBl YTO-TO Opyroe. Bnepemu
KaK MUHHMYM MEeCSII, TPUAIATh fHeN 0e3 BCTpedH, ¥ HU OJHOTO CjoBa... OH He MOT YUTHU CIIOKOMHO.

OH meiicTBUTENBHO yiIEN. Tak OBIIIO U TOTIA, KOT{la OH ITOCTYNHII Ha CIyxkO0y B MATHaAIATh neT. Kak
Obl OH HU OBITT IPUBS3aH, KakK OBl HU CKy4all, OH BCE PAaBHO YXOMAUJI PELIUTENIbHO. [IpUPOXKIEHHBIN
BOSIKa, OH OBLJI TOTOB ITOKEPTBOBAThH BCeM!

OpuH 3a OBEPHIO, APYIOM BHYTPH, KaXXOBIA CO CBOMMU MBICIISIMU, KaXKABIA CO CBOMMM YYBCTBaMU.
BcTpeun v paccTaBaHUsS Hen30eXKHEI 151 BIIOOIEHHBIX, @ IJIST TeX, KTO eIlé He CTajl BI0OIEHHEIMHU,
HEeU3BECTHAs pa3iyKa MPUHOCUT 0CO0YI0 Iedarb.

Ot X3iyyaHbKOY 10 3aCTaBhl XyJ1a0 OBIIIO OKOJIO HeCaTH mHeW myTu. Ha OBICTPRIX JTOIIAfsaX, IeHb U
HOYb, OH HoOpasics 3a mecTh gHel. Yxkao Jlaocs Haxopwuics B roponke IOHnuH Mexny [aHTy 1
[Iupaii, mecTh JHeHM Ha3af MoIy4YuB oTBET OT KHsi3g-['eHepasa, 4To KTO-TO IIpueeT pa3o0paThecs ¢
cutyarnueii. Korma genmoek npu6sii, Yxkao JIaock O B 1II0OKe — HUKTO He 0XKUfall, 4To KHA3b-
[eHepas MUYHO NpUENET U3-3a TAKOr0 IIyCTSKa, KakK X9i4yyaHbK0oy. HeMHOro OIIOMHUBIINUCE, OH TYT
JKe Opocucs Ha 3eMJTi0, YTOOHI TIOTIPOCUTH IIPOIIEeHUsI, 00BsI3aB ce0s1 BETBAMU TEPHOBHUKA, KaK
CHUMBOJI pacKasgHus. Bo-lepBhIX, 3a IIOTEPIO ropofAa XsivdyaHb, BO-BTOPHIX, 3a TO, YTO OH OCTAJICS B
JKMBHIX IIOCJIE TIOTEPH TOPOAa, He MOCIel0BaB IPUHIIUITY «TOPOJ XKUB — S XKUB, TOPOJ ITall — s Imai».
910 OBIN ero crocob MPoOBEPHTH, KAK Ha4aJIbCTBO OTHECETCS K €ro IMOCTYIKY, He COOUPAIOTCS U ero
Ka3HUTbh. ITOT CTAPhIM XUTPeEL OB OCTOPOKEH, OH He 00sJICS CMEPTH, HO O0SINICS YMeEPeTh
OecciiaBHO, OCTaBUB I0OCIIe cebs MIT0XYI0 PEMYTallHIo.



Csio FOi1 HaxMypHIICs ¥ 3HAKOM IIpHKa3ajl COIIPOBOXKAaIleMy oduiepy pa3pga3ats ero. Cyns mo
3TOMY IIpefCcTaBlIeHnI0, YKao JIaoCh He 04YeHb XOPOIIIO CHIrpasl CBOK POJIb — KAaKOe celyac BpeMs
71 TAKUX TeaTpasibHEIX KecToB? Jlyuiie Obl OH 00BSICHUI, UTO IIPOU30IIIO, BMECTO TOTO YTOOH
yCTpauBarTh 110Y!

— l'oBopy, 4TO CITy4uIoCs?

Yxao JIaockel, 0CBOOOAMBIINCE OT BEPEBOK, cell HanmpoTuB Cs10 FOsi, HEMHOT'0 IIOMSIBIIINCE, ITPEXKIe
YyeM HadaTh TOBOPUTb.
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