CTpoiiHast GUrypa MOIOJOT0 YeoBeKa Oblia IIPSIMOM, KaK COCHa, COJTHEUHHIH CBET, Tafarouii
C3ad¥, 0YePUYUBAJI TEHb CTOSIIETr0 C MeYOM, MIMHHYI0 U OTUYET/IMBYIO Ha KUPIUYHOM IIOJTY.

— ... — l'ocmioxa @y spocTHO OpoxKaia, MoJ MPUCTATBHEIMU B3TJIsIIaMU HECKOJIBKO Pa3 OTKpPhHIBaja
POT, TIpexkae YeM CKBO3b 3yObl BhIIABUIA:

— Tel, ceomu CMyTY...

— He HyXHO IpopfomXaTh, MaTyIllKa, — BHE3aIIHO pa3fa’cs rojioc Co B3LoxoM. — MacTep mpas, 4,
®y, BOCXMILEH [0 TIyOUHEI IYIIHU.

B Tonme pa3pascs Tuxuil Bo3rnac, YsHb XalIuH C TOPEYBI0 M HETOMOBAHUEM BOCKJIMKHYII:
— JIBotopomHHIY Opar!

Ha mouétroM mecte Oy Banbuse yoparn pyKy, BCE 3TO BpeMsi IPUKPHIBABIIYIO BUCOK, TIOJIOXKUIT €€ Ha
cToi, o6HaXuB O1egHOe U0, Ha KOTOPOM Me[JIeHHO NosiBUiack 6ecrioMoIHas yibi0Ka.

Ysub XauuH pe3K0 BCKOYMII:
— Yro BooO111e mpoucxomuT, rae CaHKyH? HeyxKemu Bb JefCTBUTEIBHO. ..

— CsiHXKyH B 6€30IIaCHOCTH, NTPOLIION HOYbIO MBI OTIIPABUJIK €€ B 3aTOPOAHYIO ycanh0y Ha 3afiHel
rope, BCe 9TH MPUTOTOBIIeHUS ObLTK 15 €€ Ge30macHoCTH... — Oy BaHbI[3e yKa3as Ha Telo,
HaKphITOE 0eJI0M TKaHbIO, ¥ C TOPBKOW YIBIOKOM CKa3all:

— 4 nmaHWpoBa UCIOJIb30BATh YIOBKY «IIOIMEHEI CJIUBHI IIEPCUKOM», YTOOH 130eKaTh HaBI3aHHOTO
Opaka Bparamu [IyxoB u [Ipr3pakos, a Tejlo Iepes BaMyU — 3TO CIIyzKaHKa O YepHOBOM paboTHI,
KOTOPYIO Hallle IOMEeCTbe CPOYHO KYIIUJIO IIPOLIION HOYLIO.

Kak TONTBbKO OH 9TO IPOU3HEC, BCE OCTOIOEHEeNH OT y2Kaca. JIKIs yepe3 HeKOTOPOe BpeMst HeCKOJIBbKO
CTapIIUX Y4eHUKOB [[uHY9HA HEOMOOPUTENBHO CKa3alu:

— Momnopoii x034uH ycaabObl! 2K3Hb YeloBeKa — 3TO CEPbE3HO, KaK MOXKHO TaK IIOCTYIaTh?
Ipyrue, 6oree MBIIKKUE U MOJIOAbIE, TOXKE TTOAePKaIIN:
— HWmenHo!

— ITomecTbe KoBKM Meuel, 0CHOBaHHOE [eCATUIETHSA Ha3ald, KaK MOXKET COBEPIIATh TaKHe
IIOCTYIKU?!

— Bcé-Taku 3T0 HacnenCcTBO OBIBIIETO TJIaBhl COI03a 00EBHIX UCKYCCTB, U Bbl TaK JIETKOMBICIIEHHO
OTHOCHUTECH K YeJI0Be4eCKOM XKM3HM, KaK XKe MIPEeKHUH I'laBa C0l03a MIOOHUMETCS U3-II0[ OEBSATH
KCTOYHUKOB!

OOBHHEHUS CHITANINUCh OOHO 3a ApyruM. Oy BaHbli3e ornsifgen coOpaBIIUXCs B 3ajle, BhIpaXkKeHue
nevany Ha ero JUIe YCUIUIIOCh:

— Bce, ycnokonTeCh, 0XKayncTa, s 3Hal0, 9YTO IIOCTYIal0 HEPaBUIbHO, HO OBUT BHIHYKIEH IIOUTH
Ha 9Ty KpPauHIO Mepy 13-3a 0€3BHIXOJHOCTH... POOUTENN 9TOW CITyKaHKHU JJ1 YePHOBOX pabOTHI
OJTy4YunIu 60IbIIyI0 CyMMy cepebpa, BCE OblJI0 JOOPOBOJILHO, HUKAKOT0 00OMaHa 1 IPUHYXKAEHUS. ..

OH e11é XOTeN YTO-TO 00BSICHUTD, HO OBLT pe3ko mpepBaH [lanb Yao, TOBOPUBILIUM C THEBOM:



— JTob6poBonbHO? KTO 3HAET, He ObIIO JTX 9TO JOOPOBOIBHOCTEIO MO MaBlieHueM [TomecTsss KoBKHU
Meueii, KTO 3HaET, He...

— A 9Ta feByIIKa Toxke Oblyia JOOPOBOIbHA? — BHE3AMHO U3-3a CIKHEI TOJIIEI PA3[aCs XOJIOMHEIH
roJI0C.

@y BaHbLI3e MTHOBEHHO 3aCTHII, CI0Ba 3aCTPSIIM Y HETO B TOPIIE.

Hanws Yao obeprysncs u ysupen Ce KOHs, TPUCIOHUBIIETOCS TIJI€Y0M K KaMEHHOM KOJIOHHE,
CKPECTUBIIET0 PYKU Ha IPYIOHU, C XOJIOOHBIM BhIpaKEHUEM JIMIla 38 TOHKOU Byaslbio.

OH He OBIJI TOX0XK Ha OCTAJIbHAIX IIPUCYTCTBYIOIINUX — HE T'HEBAJICA, HE COUYYBCTBOBAJI, HE TOPOIINUIICA
TDOMKO 00BHHATEL. Ecin YZXK Ha TO IIOIIJIO, OH JaXKe Ka3aJICA OTCTpaHéHHBIM OT BCET0 XaocCa,
IIPOUCXOOsAIIETo B 3aJie.

OpHako, HEM3BECTHO nouemy, Korga anb Yao yYBHUOEIL Ce HOH4, ero cepanae BHE3AITHO YCIIOKOUIIOCH.

Kasasoch, B TOICO3HAHUY OH 3HAJI, YTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK Ha ero CTOPOHE, ¥ He3aBUCHMO OT TOTO,
HACKOJIbKO CTPAHHOM, OTIaCHOW MJIM HECYACTHOH CTAaHeT CUTYaIlus, rocrnoxa JIyH OymeT ¢ HUM, KakK U
Bcerga, 0e3 u3MeHEeHUN.

— Yo Bel moHUMaeTe? Ecnu 9Ta feByIIKa He YMPET, MOSI MOYb OJIKHa Oy[IeT BBIATH 3aMyX 3a 9Ty
€pPEeTHUUYECKYI0 CeKTy 00€BBIX UCKYCCTB, a UeM ke BUHOBaTa Mosi oub! — I'ocozka @y OTTONIKHYIa
CIIy2KaHKy, IIBITaBIIyIOCS €€ MOofnepKaTh, U, yKa3biBas Ha [laHb Yao TpOCThiO, THEBHO CKa3asa:

— TonbKo ceromgHs s BCTPETUIIA TaKOro 37100HOr0 YyenoBeka B mupe! Kakast Bpaxkga Mexny To6ou u
HammuM [TomectbeM KoBku Medel, YTO T TOBOPHIIb BCE 3TO IIPH BCex? Hameemnbcs, 4TO MOS I0Yb
BBHIIMIET 3aMyK B 9TO HEIIPUCTOMHOE MECTO, U THI IIOJIYYHUIIb KaKyl0-TO BHIroAy, ga? — [a?!

Primanust CTapoii rOCIIOXKY OBUIM TTOJIHBL OTYASTHUS, €€ B3TJISAM, Ka3aJioCh, ObII OTPaB/IeH HEHABUCTHIO,
omHako nuIio [TaHb Yao B TeHHM COJTHEYHOT0 CBETA 0CTABAJIOCh OECCTPACTHRIM, faXke T'0JI0C He
OPOTHYJ HU Ha HOTY:

— Kak 65l HecipaBeaIuBo U 0€3BEIXOOHO HU OBITO monoxkeHue [TomecTbss KoBku Meuelt ¢
HaBsI3aHHBIM OpakoMm oT BpaT [IyxoB u [Ipu3pakoB, HENlb3sI BTATUBATL B 9TO HEBUHHYIO TPETHIO
CTOPOHY, HUKTO He UMeeT IpaBa MMOKYIIaTh YyKYI0 KHU3Hb 3a cepedpo.

On Pa3BEePHYII 3allsACThe, BRITAIIUII U3-3a CIIMHEI M€Y Lucun HYH"blioaHI: 1, IepPKa HOXKHEI, MEOJIEHHO
IIOKa34dJl ero BCEM BOKDYT.

['my6oKuit B3rIsH MyKYKUHBL OBT COCPEIOTOYEHHBIM U TBEPALIM, KaK OYATO B HEM HE3PUMO
IIPUCYTCTBOBAaJIa HECOKPYIIUMas, IIOfaBIgIomas Cuia.

— Ecnu ceropus Bpata [IyxoB u [Ipu3pakoB, He oOUBIIHMCE OpaKa, 3aX0TSAT YHUUTOKUTH [ToMecThe
KoBku Meueli, To UM CHayaja IPUAETCS CIIOMaTh Me4 B MOel PyKe, IEPECTYIIUTh YePe3 MOE TeJIO;
TOTTIa S BEPIO, YTO BCe MPUCYTCTBYIOIINE 37IeCh U JaXke BECh MUP PEMECETT He OCTaHyTCS B CTOPOHE.

— Ho ecnu 3pech norubHeT n1000i HEBUHHBIN 4eoBekK, Oyab TO MpocTas AeBylIka U3 6eJHON CEMbH,
Oymb TO CTyXKaHKa [JI1 YepPHOBOU paboThl, Ipe3peHHasi, Kak MypaBel, 3T0 HUYeM He OTIM4aeTCs OT
yHUCTaHOBJIeHUs Bcero [Tomectbs: KoBku Meuen...

Kaxmoe cnoBo [laHb Yao 0T3BIBAZIOCh 3XOM B THXOM BO3[yXe, BUOPUPOBAIO, IPOHUKAJIO Yepe3
KPACHBIY JTaK TABJIOBHUYU U pPe3Hble 0aNlKy, HAIIOIHSS 3TOT BeIMYEeCTBEHHLIM TTTaBHBIN 3aJ1, CTOSBIITNHI



Imog COJIHIIEM OecurClIeHHbIe TOOHI.

— Byns To Oymylmee crapineli moyepu Bariero cemerctBa @y, 6pak 1mepBoii KpacaBUIIBI MUPa PEMECe
UJY JaXke IMPOLBETAHKE U BeJIUKOJIeNe CToneTHero Hacnenus [TomecTess KoBku Meueii.

— B Moux rima3ax oHM UMEIOT TaKOM JKe BecC, KakK U KU3Hb 3TOM CIIyKaHKU [J1 Y4ePHOBOM paboTH,
Jlexallen ceryac B 3aie.

YaHbaHb, ABOpEl] [laMuH.

Hourro Mneunniu [1yTe coeguHsieTcs ¢ baungHoM, ABafLaTh BOCEMb CO3BE3AUN YCTPEMIISIOTCI K
Hedpurtosomy 3any.

[TpoH3UTENbHBEIM ITUYMHM KPUK paccek HouHoe He0o. B cranmbHBIX IIOKOSIX UMIIEPATOP, CIerka
IPUKPEIB TJIa3a, CIIyIIal YTeHHe eBHyXa, HO BHE3AITHO OTKPHLT UX.

Yepe3 MrHOBEHUE €BHYX B 0(pUllaIbHOM Of€THUY MEePECTYIINII TOPOT, OBICTPEIMYU IIIaraMy BOILIET B
3aJl, ¥ Ha ero pyke SIBHO CUZEJ MaJIeHbKUH SCTped!

— Baire BenmuuecTBo, — €BHYX ITOKJIOHUIICS, 3aTeM MTOJOIIEN U IBYMs PyKaMH IIOfal MaleHbKYI0
cepebpsiHy0 TPYOKY, CHATYIO C JIallKu sicTpeba, TUX0 CKa3aB:

— [Ipormty B3rIsgHYTE.

VimmepaTop B3s71 TPYOKY, HO He CIEIIN OTKPEIBaTh, HEKOTOPOE BPEMS pacCMaTpHBall €€, U JIUIIh
3aTeM Ha ero JIulile MOsSBUIach efiBa 3aMeTHas XOJIOHAs yCMeIlKa:

— TTouToBtI# sicTpe® CKPHITEIX BpaT, CKOMBKO 1eT He BUAes... OKa3bIBAeTCs, OHU €IIE IIOMHST, YTO 5
VX TOCIIOMMH.

EBHYX HU3KO CKJIOHUJICS:
— OpuH pa3 rocuoguH — HaBCeraa rocuogyH, Balle Benn4yecTBO COBEPIIEHHO ITPABHI.

Kpyrowm crosina TUIIKMHA, €BHYX yKe yOpasl KHUTY U MOYTUTEIHHO OTOIIEN B CTOPOHY. B OrpOMHBIX
CIAJIbHBEIX TOKOSIX CJIBIIIAJICS JIMIID NaJ€KUi CTPEKOT HOUHBIX HACEKOMBIX.

CrycTst HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi UMIIepPaTop HAaKOHEeIl TUX0 (GBRIPKHYIT HOCOM, BRITAIIMIT U3 CEPeOPSIHOM
TPYOKU CBEPTOK OyMaru u pa3BepHYI €ro.

— Baine BenuuecTBo, — €BHYX y BXOfIa IIOCIIEIITHO TPUOIU3UIICS:
— IIpubbita uMnepaTpuia!

B apoMaTHOM BeTepKe, MOHOCSIIEMCS U3[alieKa, CMeIIanuch JIETKHUe 3BYKH YOapoB HedpuTa u
JKeMYyTa, 3BOH MMOABECOK, LIypIaHKe I00JIa OOeXK/bl, CTYIalollel 1o CTyneHsIM 0eT0CHeKHOU
SIIIIMEI, ITIaTH, IIepeceKalollre eHTPalbHEIM ABOp. MMmIepaTpulla 3TO OTPOMHOM HUMIIEPUH,
COIIPOBOXKOaeMast JINIIb MPUABOPHEIMU JTaMaMu, HaOPOCUB IIIalll TOBEPX HOYHOM OfIeXK[IHI, OBLICTPO
npubsiia K 3agHeMy 3ajy L[3b4sHb ¥, B TO BpeMs KakK PUABOPHEIE JaMbl MeJIeHHO KJIaHSINCE,
caMa cjierkKa HaKJIOHUJIach ¥ TPOMKO IIPOMU3HECIA:

— Bame BenuuectBo.

XoTs uMIiepatpulie Y yXke 3a COpOK, B €€ 00JIMKe BCE eII€ yrafiblBal0TCS YePTH MOJIOIOCTH.



MHOTOJIETHHM OIIBIT IIPUHATHUA peHIeHI/Iﬁ Ha BEPIIWHE BJIACTU HE IIPHUOAJI e}l HUKaKOH XeHCKOH
CJ'Ia6OCTI/I, BMECTO 3TOT'0 B HEH YYBCTBOBAJIACh HpHMOHHHefIHOCTB, TaKTUYHOCTh U 663MHT6}KHaH,
O4Y€EHb IIPHUBJIEKATEeJIbHaA 3JIeTaHTHOCTL.

HMmiepaTop pa3risabBal €€ HEKOTOPOe BPeMsI, 3aTeM PaBHOMAYIIIHO CKa3al:
— ITo KakKOMYy fieny UMIepaTpHUlla IpudkiTa?
Nmnepatpunia Y oTBeTHNA:

— Crpaxa [oJioXkKuJja, YTo Hajl ABOPLIOM IIPOJIeTelI IIOYTOBEIM sicTped, g mogyMaia, YTo Ha GpoHTe
TTPOM3OLITH TTePeMEHEI, IT03TOMY IOCIIeIluIa CIofia, Haieloch, Bale BenuyecTBo HE OCYOUT.

Bce aTu rofibl, HaX0MsICh BO BHYTPEHHUX MTOKOSAX, UMIIepaTpulla Y mepey ©MIIepaTopoM Bcerfia
Ha3bIBasia ce6st «s1», ¥ BCe K 3TOMY IIPUBHIKIIH.

— Tr1 OBICTPO Y3HAEIIH HOBOCTU. — MIMIIepaTop C JIETKMM 3BOHOM Opocu cepeOpsiHyio TPyOKy Ha
CTOJI U BOPYT CIIPOCHIL:

— A rme HayanbHUK HMIIepaTOPCKoOU reapauu Ce?

B rnasax uMnepaTpulibl Y MeIbKHYIO U3MEHEeHYe BHpPaXkeHUs, HO OHa He O0TBETHUJIa IIPSIMO:

— HavanbHUK MMIIEpaTOPCKOM TBapAuy HEe MOXKET ITOKUAATh CTONUITY 6e3 IpuKa3a.

— IlpaBpma?

— IIpaBpga.

— Torpa roe xe HavanbHUK Ce?

— CeropHs y HEro He IeXKypCTBO, HOJIKeH ObITh B Pe3UOEeHIINN HadallbHUKa.

B cnaspHBIX TOKOSAX Ha HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUY BOLlapuiach TUIINHA, UMIIEPAaTOp X0JI0AHO CKa3all:

— B TakoM cny4ae, mpuKaxu HeMeJJIeHHO OTIIPaBUTh I'OHIIA U3 ABOPIA, YTOOH BEI3BATh HaualbHUKA
Ce Ha aymueHnuio. Jliogu, mogaTh UMIepaTpulle CUoeHNe, TOTHECTH Yai!

VimmepaTpuiia Y Obisia IIoJTHa ITOO03peHUH, IIOAOIIIA U cea. Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMs y ABepel
CIIaJIbHBIX TTIOKOEB MeJIbKHYJIa TEMHO-KpacHas ofexkaa — 3TO0 OblJI CTPaXKHUK, TUYHO MPUHECIINH Yail
K BXO[y, €ro MpUHsJIa MajieHbKasd IIPUABOPHAs AEBYIIKa ¥, IOTYIIUB B30p, MPOIIlJia Yyepe3
BHYTPEHHU KOPUAOP K MECTY UMIIEPATPUILIBL.

— Baie MMIIEPAaTOPCKOE BEJIN4YECTBO, IIPOIITY.

WmMmepatpuiia Y monHsIa T7Ia3a U YBUAeNa, YTO MajleHbKas IIPUOBOPHAS HEeBYIIKa CMOTPUT BHU3, HO
€€ TyObI CIerKa MPUOTKPBIIKCH, TPOU3HOCS 6€33ByYHO HECKOJIBKO CJIOB:

XaHuXKoy.
CHeXHBIHN JI0TOC.

JIunio uMnepaTpulsl Y MrHOBEHHO M3MEHHJIOCh, OHA MOOHSJIACE |, TOJOUAS K TPOHY UMIIEPATOPa,
ry00KO MOKJIOHUTIACH:



— Bame Benuuectso!

HMnepaTop Kak pa3 CHOBa [103BaJl €BHyXa IIPOAOJIXKATh YTEHHE, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO, IIOAHSII TOJI0BY U
CIIPOCHII:

— YTo Takoe?

— f TOJIBKO 4YTO CKpHIJIa ONUH MOMEHT, Iipolry Bame BenuyecTtBo npoctuTs. Baie BenuuecTso
MOXKET 0TO3BaTh JII0[Ie!, OTIIPaBJIEHHLIX B Pe3UEeHIINI0 HadyanbHrKa, Ce IOHD yXKe BrIexas U3
CTOIULEL 10 MOeMy IIPUKa3y, IPOCTO 51 CHadasla 3aCOMHeBasach U He Cpa3y pacckasaja IpaBay...

Ha nuiie uMmmnepaTopa NpoMebKHYJIO BEIpaXkKeHue HeJOBEPHS:
— Kyna o otnpaBuncs?

— Ha 1or, — CIIOKOMHO CKa3ajia UMIIepaTpuiia Y, — UCKaTh CHEXHBIHM JIOTOC [JIs JIeYeHUs
HACJIeMHOT0 MMPUHIIA.

VMnepaTop 0TMaxXHYJICS, BeJleB eBHYXY YAAIUThCS, CTI0XKUII PYKH Ieper co60l U TOIBKO Yyepes
[OJITOEe BPEMS HAXMYPHJICS U CITPOCHIT:

— [ToueMy XKe TH He CKa3ayia 00 3TOM paHbIIIe?
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