C 9TOo¥ Ma/leHbKOH CTONHUIIEI, €CITM CMOTPETh HapyXKy CKBO3b aXXyPHYIO IIUPMY, MOXKHO OBITIO
pasrnsmeTh BCE pa3HooOpa3ue CIieH Ha MUPIIEeCTBe; OMHAKO CHAPYKY JIUIIb CMYTHO BUEITH, KaK
IBOE JIIOfiel CUMOSAT 3a BUHOM, He pa3juyasi feTajlel, ¥ IIPOCTO IIPUHSIN UX 32 CMEHHBIX T'BapEHIIEB,
OTOBIXAOIIHX V 3aJIa.

Barnspg Ce KOHs BepHYIICS M3BHE, M OH PACCESTHHO MPOU3HEC:

— Tel 3HaeLb, MOYEeMy UMIIEPATPUIIA XOUET YCTPAHUThL HacCJIeAHOT O IIPUHIIA?
Ianb Yao mokomedancs MIHOBEHHUE:

— HW3-3a... KepTBONPHUHOILIEHXS Ha Tope TallllaHb?

Ce KOHB paccmesncs.

— Ero BenuuecTBO pemmn OTIPaBUTLCS Ha KEePTBOMPHUHOIIIEHNE Ha rope TaiiiaHb. [1o mpaBunamM,
rJ1aBHOE [TOAHOIIEHUEe COBEpIIaeT UMIIEPaToOp, @ BTOpOe — MEPBHEIU COBEeTHUK. OMHAKO B 3TOM IOfly
MMIlIepaTpulla Mpeaaokuila, YToOK OHa caMa BMECTO IIePBOT0 COBETHUKA B30IIIJIa Ha alTaph AT
BTOPOTI'0 MTOAHOIIEHUs ¥ BMecTe ¢ Ero BenmuuectBoMm 00bsiBuIa 00 3ToM ITogHeOeCHOM, Ha3BaBIIIUCh
«JIBymMs CBaThIMEU». [Tocie BO3BpallleHUsI B CTONUIYY OHYA OQUIIMATbHO HaYHYT COBMECTHO YIIPABNIATh
CTpPaHOU Ha aygueHLUsX.

— 910 npemnoxenue Ero BenuuecTBo He OTBEPT HANIPSIMYI0, OOHAKO OHO BCTPETUIIO IPOCTHOE
conpoTuBJieHue naptuu BocTounoro aeopua. [IpuumHa npocTa: Kypulla, BO3Belaiollas pacCBeT, —
HecJIbIXaHHOEe [eJI0 C IpeBHEeNNInX BpeMeH. HelHemHn# uMnepaTop ciab 3M0POBEEM U C TPYIOM
BUOUT, a UMIlepaTpulla Bcerga Ovlna Kpenkou. Ecii oHM IelCTBUTEIbHO HaYHYT COBMECTHO
YIIPaBISATh Ha ayOUEHIHsIX, TO B OyayIIeM, KOTa UMIePaTop OTOMAET, KaK Thl AyMaelllb, BEPHET JIn
UMIIepaTPHIla BJIaCTh HACJIeMHOMY IpuHIy 6e3 mpobiem?

— IlosToMy uMnepaTpuila IPUHSJIA PEIIEHNE BEIOUTH OIIOPY M3-110f] HOT. BMeCcTOo TOro 4TO6R!
II03BOJIUTH ITapTHUX BOCTOYHOI0 ABOpLia YCUIUBATHCS, JIydllle Cpa3y CMEHUTH X0351MHa BOCTOYHOr0
ABOPIIa — OTCIOfla ¥ MOSBUJIACh Ta MUCKa KMCJIOTO (DPYKTOBOTO CyTa C CUIBHEIM SI0M B Xpame
LpisHb. A cTapeiimuHa JIt0 caM moman B CBOIO e JIOBYIIKY, UMIIepaTpuila BOCIIOJIb30Baiach
CUTyaluel, 1 XK13Hb HACJIeMHOT0 NIPUHIlAa N3HadaabHO Oblyia 06pedeHa. Bce aTo OGe3ynpedHoe
CILJIeTeHUE pa3pYLLUUI JIUIIb ONUH YeJI0BEK — ThHI.

Ce KOHB mOmHST PYKY ¥ yKa3al B CTOPoHY [lans Yao yepe3 MPOCTPAHCTBO, — HACMELIIUBO ITPOU3HEC
OH:

— T#1, 9TOT HEBECTb OTKYyMa B3SABIIUICS U BCE UCIIOPTUBIINI... 60IBaH.
[ane Yao oTOpsHyI Ha3af 0T 3TOr0 yKa3aHU.

M3Ha4ampHO 9TO OB JKECT, TIOJIHBINA 37I0TO YMEICJI4, HO ITI0YE€MY-TO HaCMEeUIJIuBO YJ'H:I68.IOI.U;I/I€C§I I'lla3a
Ce KOHs mopi CBETOM JTaMII CHSINIHA, CIOBHO OparoneHHbIe XKEeMYYyXKUHBI, €TI0 TOHKHE aJIble TY6bI N3-3a
TOJIBKO YTO BEIIIMTOTO Yas Ka3auCh BAAXKHBIMUA U MATKHAMHU. XOTS B HUX SBHO YMTalach HaCMeIKa,
9TO BBIPpaXKE€HHNE 3aCTaBJIAJIO CePALe HEBOJILHO TPEIIeTaTh.

Iaxp Yao MOCIIEIHO OTBEI B3TJISA.
— ...A 4TO ceftyac?

— Centyac? — Ce KOHB ¢ T€rkKoit HaCMEIIKOM ITPOIOIKIII:



— Pa3sBe T0r0, 4TO TEOE COXPAHUNH KU3Hb, HEAOCTATOYHO? KAEWb elreé Harpan?
— Her, nemno ¢ xXepTBONpUHOLIEHNEM Ha rope TaulllaHsk...

Ha camomMm pene, Haub Yao mUIlls MallMHAIBHO MTOAXBATHUIT 9Ty TeMYy, CIIOBHO TOJIBKO Pa3roBOp MOT
00JIerYuTh HEIIOHATHYIO CTECHEHHOCTh B ropjie u CKPLITh €T0 CJIETKA IIBIJIAI0IIe H_[éKI/I, BO3MOZXKHO,
13-3a TOTO, YTO OH CJIMIIKOM OJIM3KO HOJIOHIéJ'I K JTaMIIe.

Ho Ce IOHB He o6paTu Ha 9T0 BHUMaHuUs. Ero B3I IPOH3WI aXXyPHYIO UPMY U YCTPEMUIICS K
MMIIepaTOPCKOY deTe BAasleKe Ha MUPIIECTBE. ..

VimnepaTop coOCTBEHHOPYYHO HaMus O0Kasl BUHA U C CUSIOIIeN YIIOKON IPOTSAHY €ro
umIeparpuue Y.

— XKepTBomnpuHomeHue... — Tux0 npousHec Ce KOHB.

— Ilocnenuue mapy oHEW HaCIEOHBIN TPUHIL 00JIET, ¥ B MOEM CEpZIle ToXe OBIZI0 CyMPAyvHO, ST PEOKO
uckasn Oecefbl ¢ uMIepaTpuiieii. — Cpegu CUSIOIIKUX OrHel Ha MOYETHOM MeCTe IHPIIeCcTBa
UMIIePaTOp C UCKPeHHeH yIRIOKOM IMPOM3HEC CI0BA, B KOTOPHIX CKPHIBAJIOCH IIOJICO3HATEIFHOE
olpaBhaHue:

— Temneps, ornsaobBasCh Ha3aMd, yMalo, 1 ©UMIIepPaTPHUIle B Te OHU OBIIO HECTIAAKO, 9TO
OEeNCTBUTEIBHO...

VimmepaTpuiia Y cierka ynbiOHy/ach, TPHHUMAsT BUHHBINA OOKaJ:
— Yro 5T0 3a ci1oBa, Barle BenuuecTtBo?

— HukTo He 0XKupan, 4TO B UTOTe UMEHHO UMIIepaTpulla HalEeT YyAeCHOe JTIEKapCTBO U BBHUIEYHUT
XyHa. — B3moxHy uMnepaTop:

— Cepplia MaTepy ¥ CHIHA CBSI3AHHL. ..

— Cepplla MaTepH ¥ ChIHA CBSI3aHBI, HACTIEOHBIN ITPUHI] — IIJIOTh OT IIJIOTH MOEH, KaK e s MOTy He
XKemaThk emMy gobpa?

— Ila, 9TO 5T HECTIPABEAIUBO 3AMIONO3PUIT UMIIePATPHUILY!

ViMmepaTop MPOTSAHYJ PYKY U IIOJIOKUII €€ Ha CBEPKAIOI1e 30JI0TOM HAlEPCTKH UMIIEPATPHUIIHL Y,
TUXO CKa3aB:

— Ilocne [Tpa3mHWKA CepemuHbl OCEHU S MIAHUPYIO OTIIPABUTHCS Ha JKEPTBOIPUHOIIEHUE Ha TOpe
Tatimmans. To, 0 4EM TH paHee TOBOPHIIAa — B3STh Ha ceOsi BTOPOe MOHOILIeHWe — 5 TIIATeIbHO
obgymar...

BrIpaxkeHre BECENON yNIBIOKY UMIIepPaTPUILl Y HEe H3MEHUTIOCh.

ViMmepaTop chenan BOoX, cOOMpasich MPOMOIKUTh, KaK BOPYT COOKY pa3fasicsi KOKETIIUBHIM I'0JI0C:
— Baine BenmuuecTBo, 9TOT TaHeI] HEKPACUBLIY, TpHKaxuTe yopaTh ero!

B rnazax uMnepaTpulibl Y npoMenbKHYJa JegsgHas BCIIbIIIKA.

— T'ocioxa ygena Bau.



VimmepaTop meiCTBUTENLHO TYT K€ IMOBEPHYJICS K Hel. BoceMHallaTH- WU NeBITHAOLIATHIETHSS
rocIioxa X9J/laHb, 3aKyTaHHAs B HE3KHO-3€JIEHOe [IBOPIIOBOE IJIaThe, ObllIa CBeXKa ¥ IMpeKpacHa,
CJIOBHO TOJIBKO YTO ITPOKJTIOHYBINUICS BECEHHUN I00ET, maxke e€ xKayoObl 3By4Yaiu, Kak IeHue
COJIOBbS U Ife0eT JIaCTOYKU:

— ITocTaHOBKY BO ABOPIIE BCE Te XKe CTaphle, Bame BennyecTBo! YKe Hagoenu 0o CMEPTH, IOYEMY
Obl He ITpHUKa3aTh HEMeMJIEHHO yOpaTh ux!

YBumeB rocrnoxy XajnaHb, UMIIepPaTOp, Ka3alaoCh, BeCh Pa3MSK, ITOCIIEIIHO IT0J00paB pa3IuyHbe
HEXKHEIE CJI0Ba, YTOOH! yTemuTh eé. OqHAKO rocrnoxa Xa/IaHb MPUBHIKIIA K 6aTOBCTBY UMIIEPATOPA U
HACTOMYMBO HE JKeJlaja CMOTPETh MBOPIIOBEIE TECHU ¥ TAHITH. [IpuOITUKEHHEE CAHOBHUKY BOKPYT
TaKXKe MOANAKHUBa/IM €M, TbCTS, ¥ UMIIePaTOp Ha MTHOBEHHE 0KA3aJICs B 0€3BEIXOTHOM IIOJIOKEHWH:

— Ho aTo xe HOBas menopus, noueMmy K03sp He HpaBUTCA?
T'ocnoxka Xa/maHb € YIIPEKOM CKa3asa:

— Bcé omHO000pa3Ho, BsII0, KaK MOXKHO 3TUM 3aMHTEPEeCOBATHCS !
HWMnepaTop NOCHEIn yTeInTh:

— A 4TO THI X0YeIllb YBULOEThH?

l'ocrioxka XanaHb OKHWHYIJIA B3TIAO00M IIXPIIECTBO BOKPYI — BITJIAO 3TOT OBIT HaMEpPEeHHO
BBEIPA3UTEJIBHBIM, d 3aT€M CJIOBHO HeB3Hauai CIIpOCHUjia:

— CerogHs Ha NMUPIIECTBE, CPEOY I'BapAerIeB, IoYeMy HeT KoMaHAywoiero Ce?
VimmepaTop ToxXe He 3aMeTus oTcyTcTBUs Ce FOHS U 3aCThUI B HEIOYMEHUH.

— 4 cnpiana, 94To KoMaHAyomui Ce HCKyceH B (heXTOBaHWU U HOCUT C COO0M IpeBHEe
6oxecTBeHHOe opyxkue. — ['ocrmoxka X3maHb clelana ay3y 4, CJIOBHO COBEPILIEHHO He 3aMedas
JIeISTHOT'O B3TJIsIla UMIIEPATPUIILI Y Ha TOYETHOM MeCTe, KOKETIIMBO MOTSHYJIA 3a PyKaB UMIIepaTopa:

— Baiie Benu4ecTBo, 1 HUKOT[Ia He BUfeNa, KaK BRITTISAOUT dpeBHEE 002KeCTBEHHOE OpyxXKmue. Hoquy
OBl He BBI3BATH KOMaHAOYIOIIEero Ce HUCIOTHUTE TaHeI] ¢ Me4yoM? Kak BEI cUnTaeTe?

— Tanern ¢ meyom?
IBopIIOBas Cily’KaHKa CKJIOHUJIACh eII€ HUXKe, JKejlasd ITPOBaIUTLCSA CKBO3b 3€MITIO:

— [la... ma, IOCKOJIbKY rocroxa yaesna Bau npennoxuna, Ero BenuuecTBo nprKa3an HaM BEI3BaTh
KoMaHpytomero Ce Ha... Ha BCTpeuy nepef 3ajioM IIapyu.

Heoxunanuo Ha nutie Ce FOHS He MOSBUIIOCH HU HETONOBAHUS, HU CThHIMIA, C TOYKHU 3peHus [TaHp Yao,
JIUIITH CJIeTKa IPUIIOIHSIach OPOBb.

— Kro0 Takas sta rocnoxa ygena Bau? — He yaepxkarncs [Jaas Yao.

— [IneMsSHHUIIAa UMIIEPATPHUIILI IT0 MAaTEPUHCKOM JIMHKU, HOBas (paBopuTKa umnepaTtopa. — Ce FOHB
TYT Ke OTBETUJI €My, HO B TOJI0Ce CKBO3MJIa HE CKpEIBaeMasi HaCMelllKa:

— Bbe3 M03roB, X0asg4ast HEIPUSITHOCTD, He CTOUT oOpaInaTh 0C000r0 BHUMAHMUS.



Ilanb Yao ycoMHUIICA:

— Yuuresns... KoMauaywouui Ce.

— Yro?

— ToH, KOTOPEIM BHI TOJIBKO YTO I'OBOPUIIM, ¥ TO, KaK BbI 0OBIYHO IOBOPUTE 000 MHE...

Hanbs Yao c Tpynom mopbupart cioBa u 3anuysncs. Ce FOHb, He MOHUMas, 0 Y€M pedb, HACMEIIJIUBO
TIPOOJIKUIT:

— Koro BOJIHYIOT TBOU MeJIOYHEIE NTepexuBaHusd. — C 3TUMU CJI0BaMU OH cxBaTui Meu Taus u,
pa3BeBasi pyKaBaMH, YAAIUJICS.

Iaub Yao IpOBOAHUII B3TJISIAOM €r0 YHaNSAIMyocs GUTYPY, CKPHIBIIYIOCS 3a aXKypHOU IIUPMOH, Ha
MT'HOBEHHE OIIYTHJI CMyTHOE IIPeNYyBCTBUE, HO HE MOT BHIPA3UTh, UTO UMEHHO 3TO OBIIIO.

Ox nuwb cMoTpert, Kak Ce KOHb HamnpasiigeTCs K BEJIMKOJIEITHOMY ABOPLIOBOMY IUPIIECTBY B 3ajie
napuu. XoTs BlieyatyieHHe 06 3TOM 4esloBeKe y Hero Bcerna OblIo KpaliHe OTPUIlATEIbHEIM, B 3TOT
MOMEHT OH He MOT He IT0UyBCTBOBaTh O€CIIOKOMCTBO U, He BhIAEpKaB, MTOMHSJICS U IOJOMIEN K 3aJHel
CTOPOHE IIUPMEL.

Ero BenuyecTBo ¢ ynbIiOKOi pa3BieKascs BUHOM C T'OCIIOXKOM X3/1aHb, 00HMMas HEKHYIO KpacaBuily,
1 Ha BpeMs 3a0BI1 0 BCceX HeOTBI3HBIX 3a00Tax MoCIefHUX JHeH. BOopyr rocmnoxa XanaHb TUXO
axHyna:

— Komanpytomuit Ce mpubsI.

I/IMnepaTop IMOAHSI T'OJIOBY X YBUEII, KaK Ce HOnB IIPOXOOUT CKBO3b POCKOIIIHOE CUAHHNE cBeuen
CT06paH‘-IeBbIX JIaMII, CKBO3b 3aJI C TUXOH My3bIKOfI " TaHIlaMH...

KomaHpyommii nMIIepaTOpCKOM rBapaueid ObII CTPOEH U IIPSM, OfeT B OhUIlMaNbHEIM XanaT U3
0eI0ro y30p4yaToro meénkKa C TEMHO-KPAaCHBIMY CTPEIKOBLHIMY PYKaBaMH, IOAMOSCAHHBIN YEPHBIM
TI0SICOM C 30JIOTEIM Y30POM JIETSIIUX PHIO, B PyKe OepzKaj JereHgapHuiii Meu Tais, cpa3uBInuii
Ooree mecsiTH THICSY BparoB. XOTs OblJIa BUHA JIUIIb €T0 GUTYPa, OH yKe Pe3K0 KOHTPACTUPOBAJI C
OKpYZKalolel POCKOIIHON ¥ paCTOYUTEIbHOW 00CTaHOBKOM, 3aCTaBIsIsl HEBOJIHHO OIIYIIATh CUJIHHYIO
HEJIOBKOCTh.

Cam uMIepaTop He MOT CKa3aTh, B Y4EM UMEHHO Oblyla HelT0BKOCTh. OH BO BCe I'la3a CMOTpe, Kak Ce
OB nepecekaeT 3aj, ero TBEPABIE IIaTH, Ka3aloCh, OTAaBaJIUCh B CepAllax IPUCYTCTBYIOMINX, U TaM,
TIe OH IIPOXOMNII, laXKe 'POMKOe IIeHNe U CMeX Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aTHUXalld.

Ce KOHB 0CTaHOBUIICA IIepe[ MECTOM UMIIepaToOpa, CKIIOHUIICS B MOKJIOHE:
— Bame Bennuectso.

VimmepaTop cobupascs 3aTOBOPUTE O TaHIlE C MEYOM, HO CJIOBa He BHIIIIM, X OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO
YTO-TO He TaK. Kak pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT OH 3aMeTu Ha BucKe Ce KOHS MpUKIIeeHHbIM KyCOK Mapiiy U
CIIPOCHIT:

— Komanpyromuii Ce, Kak BB [IOJIYy4YUIN PaHeHUe?

Ce KOHb oTBeTHI:



— B oTBeT Bamemy BenuuecTBy. Brie3xkasi U3 CTONMIIE B 9TOT pa3, CUTYyallus Oblja OImacHOM, TI0Ou
PeK 1 03ép OOUTENbHE M KOBAPHEI, @ B CXBAaTKaX MeYH U KOIbSI HePa30OPYUBLI, TIOTOMY S ¥ TIOJTyYUHIT
JIETKOE pPaHEeHHUe.

WmMmepaTop 3agyM4YuBO KUBHYII:
— Pa3... pa3 Tak, BEI3BIBAJIM JTU TIPUABOPHAIX JIEKapel [y TIIATeTbHOTO 0CMOTPA?

— Brnarogapst MUJIOCTH €€ BeJIMYeCcTBa UMIIEPATPHULIbI, Y2Ke ObIJIM JapoBaHb JIeKapCTBa, IPUIBOPHEIE
JIeKapHu CKa3alld, YTO I0CJie HEeCKOJIbKUX THEW MOKO0S BCE OyMIET B MOPSOKE.

— B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, TaK Bcerga OblJIO, BCE [efla PelllaeT UMIepaTpHUlia, He 0 YeM OeCIIOKOUTHCS... —
VimmepaTop BpeMEHHO OTJIOKHUIT 3TOT MEJIKUN BOIIPOC U, COOPABIIKCH 3aTOBOPUTD, BOPYT YCIIBIIIAT,
Kak Ce KOHBL cHOBa cKa3al:

— Eé BenmuuecTBO HMIIEPATPUIla MHUJIOCTUBA, U3HAYAJIbHO IIPKKad3adjla MHEe CerogHsa OTObIXATh. OpmHaxko
Ha OO0JIBIIIOM OBOPIIOBOM ITMPINIECTBE MHOI'O JIIOfeN U Tnas, I He OJOBEPSAI0 OXpaHe OABOPIia CETOOHA
HOYEBIO, TIOTOMY CaMOBOJIEHO CHOBa BCTAJl B CMEHY — IIPOIITY Barre BenuuecTBo IIPOCTUTH MOIO BUHY.

HmnepaTop HakOHeI] 0CO3Hal, TI04eMy OH ITI04yBCTBOBAJI, YTO YTO-TO He Tak.
[lepen HuM — Ce IOHB!

'naBa CeBepHOr0 BEOMCTBa, KOMaHAYIOIINM UMIIepPaTOPCKOM TBapAnel, HOCSAIIUY ¢ c000l IpeBHEee
60KeCTBEHHOE OPYKHUe, 3aBOEBaBIllee MHOXKECTBO II00eM, KOHTPOJIMPYIOINIA THICSYU I'BapAeiIeB
MMIIepPaTOPCKOI0 ABOPLA, PaHEHHIH, HO YIIOPHO HHCIEKTUPYIOIIKY HOYHYI0 OXPaHy OBOPIA, U BOT €ro
BBEI3BAJIM, YTOOH! IIOTAHIIEBa C ME4YOM M1JI Pa3BIeYeHus?
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