JIuis camMo rocmnoxe XamaHb OBIJI0O U3BECTHO, HACKOJIBKO YOHUWCTBEHHOM Oblna MpocTast
KOHCTaTauus 3Toro ¢hakra. E€ nuiio MrHOBeHHO mo0eseso, AhIXaHue mepexXBaTuiIo. JIUIb CIIyCTs
HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUU OHA, He B CUJIaX CAEePzXKaTh THEB, BRIKPUKHYIIA:

— He cmett Tak MeHs npe3upats, Ce FOHB! 3Haii, 4To uMIepaTop yxe obellasn BO3BECTU MEHS Ha
TPOH uMnepatpuilsl! Kak Th gyMaelb, CKOIBKO eIllé CMOXKeT TBOSI fo0pasi TETYIIKa BeJINYaBo
KpacoBaThbCs?!

Ce OB paccmesncs.

— Yemy TBI CMeeuIsCs?!

— ...Huuemy. [IpoCcTO BCIOMHHUJI KOE-YTO U3 IIPOIILIOTO.

Ce KOHD nIOBepHYIICS U, yIBI0asACh, TOCMOTPEN Ha TOCIOXKY X3JIaHb:

— Ha cMepTHOM ofipe TOKOWHBIA UMIIEPATOp, BBEPss CBOEr0 ChIHA, CKa3asl rocrnoxe BaH:
«IIpeKkpacHbI CHIH U TPeKpacHas HEBECTKa», ¥ TOTHAIHUY HaCJIeIHBIN TPUHI] T0o0elan cuelaTh
rocmoxy BaH cBoel eIMHCTBEHHOW UMIIepPaTPUIIEX Ha BCIO XKU3Hb. Korfa KHA3s JIsiHa BIIEPBHIE
HA3HAYUIIM HACJIeMHBIM IIPUHIIEM, UMIepaTop ObUT BHE cebs OT pafloCcTH U moodelra yepe3 CTO JIeT
BPYUYUTh €My OeCSTh THICSY JIK TOP U peK. PpeinuHa Csio Obla camMoi JTI00MMOI BO BCEM 3agHEM
IOBOPIIE, HUKTO HEe MOT COIIEPHUYATh C €€ 6JIeCKOM, M uMIepaTop mnooberran 06ecreyuTh e€é CEMbIO
00oraTCTBOM U 3HATHOCTBIO U3 ITOKOJIEHUS B TIOKOJIEHHUE. ..

— A Tenepb KH43b JIIH MOIy4YuI NPUKa3 MOKOHUYUTH € c000i B LITHRUXKOY, HU3I0KEHHAT
uMmneparpuia u ppenuHa Cs0 IOKOSITCS HEM3BECTHO TE, @ TPaBa Ha CTeHAX UX CEMENHEBIX IOMOB
y2Ke BBIIIe MOTHIbHBIX XOJIMOB.

Ce KOHb HAaCMEIIIUBO CKa3all:

— [ToaToMy, rocmoxka, obelllaHus HaIIero UMIepaTopa CTOUT IIPOCTO CIIyIIaTh.
JIu1o rocmoxu ynesna Baii mobeneso, oHa 3acThljla Ha MecTe, IpsMas Kak Iajka.
— Hous rimy6oKka, poca TsK€Emast, TOCIIoXKa, BO3BpalllaiTeCh IIOPAHbIIIE.

Ce HOHB CITOXKUI PYKU B ITOKJIOHE U C YIIHIOKOM MTPOU3HEC:

— Bat cnyra oTK1aHMBaEeTCH.

On IIOBEPHYIJICA, HO He yCIIeJI BBIMTH M3 NMaBUJIbOHA Ha BOME, KaK BHE3AIMIHO IOCII0XKa X3JIaHb II03aau
HEero TUXO0 U IIPU3PAYHO IIPOU3HECTIA:

— Tak BOT 04eMy THI TaK CJIEI0 IpefaH uMiepaTpuile? Tel gyMaellb, YTO 00elaHus UMIIePaTPUIILI
MMEIT CUTy?

Ce KOHB cOoenarn Buf, YTO He CBIMIXT. ['0CrioxKa X3/1aHb TPDOMKO 4 XOJIOOHO PaCCMeAIIaCk:

— l'oBopio Tebe, eciu y YesioBeKa C IPUPOAOY IaKasia IOSIBUTCS ITaHC yOUTH TebsI, OH HU 3a YTO He
momaguT Tebst M3-3a TOr0, YTO BBl KOTHA-TO AeIuIH TAToTe BMecTe! Kakoi Oblla MOST MaTh, KOTIa
OHM C UMIepaTpuIled OBIIN CECTPAaMU B POOUTEIHCKOM moMe? Korma Most MaTh poxkaja AXKIHS,
uMIIepaTpulla obelana X0OPoIlno ero BOCIKUTATh, a YTO ceiyac?! AXK9Hb BO IBOPIIE...

— l'ocnoxka, — mepe6un eé Ce IOHb, — MIECTOM MPUHIl — POJHOM MIaAIIKi 6paT HaCIEeTHOTO



IIPpHHIIA, UMIIEPAaTPUIla POAMJIA €r0 II0 IIYTHU K KEPTBOIIPUHOIIEHUIO B UxkaomnmuHe. f He 3HAI0, YTO BHI
XOTHUTE CKa3aTh.

— IlpaBga? — medsiHBIM TOHOM CIIPOCHIIA TOCIMOXkKa X3jaHb. — Torga mo4yemy, mocjiae TOro Kak
MMIIepaTpulla OTpaBUIla MOIO MaTh ¥, POAUB CEIbMOT0 M BOCbMOI'0 IIPUHIIEB, YKPEIuia CBOE
II0JI0KEHNE, OHAa HEOOHOKPATHO IbITajlach COBEPIUUTE MOKYIIEeHNe Ha AXIHI?

Henopanéky, B nBetax, [Janb Yao pe3ko 0CTaHOBUJICS.

[To3amu pa3pmasncs TPecK CIIOMaHHOM cyxoi BeTKu. OH 06epHYJICS U YBUAEN HAaCIeTHOTO MpHUHIa JIu
XyHa, CUASIIETo Ha 3eMJie, er0 JIULO IIPH JIYyHHOM CBeTe ObLIIO MOTPSICEHHBIM U CMEPTENIBHO OJIeTHBIM.

Barnsg Ce KOHST CKONB3HYN B CTOPOHY TEMHOM YAl IepeBheB 3a MaBUILOHOM Ha BOJE, a 3aTEM
HEBO3MYTHUMO BEDHYJICS Ha3af.

— MyxuuHb U3 ceMbt Y cabbl ¥ OECIONIe3HbI, HO XKEHITUHEI ¢ paMunmrel Y pagyu Toro, 4ero XoTsiT,
IOUIYT Ha BCE.

l'ocmozxka XamaHb NETKOW MTOCTYIIBIO MPUOIN3UIIACh, TOYTH IPUKABIIUCE K ciuHe Ce FOHS, u TUXO
IpollenTaa:

— ¢ He 3HAI0, YeTO UMEHHO THI JOOKMBAEIILCS, CITy2Ka UMIIePATPHUIlE, HO BCE, YTO HMIIepaTPHUIla
MoxeT Tebe maTh, B OyoyIieM cMOTY JaTh U f...

Ce HOHb cpeman mar BIepén, HO rocroxka X3JiaHb BHE3AMMHO IPOTSHYJIA PYKY U IIOJIOXKUTIA e€ eMy Ha
TLJIEYO.

— Buxy KpacHoe, BOCIIPUHUMAIO KaK 3€JIEHOe, MBICIIU ITyTAIOTCS, UCTOIIEH ¥ PAa30UT, BCIIOMUHAS
TeOd.

Focmoxka XanaHb MeJIEHHO IpolenTana Ha yxo Ce FOHIO, B €€ rita3ax MeNlbKHYJIa XOJIOgHas,
JKeCTOKOBasi, HO IIPH 3TOM Hapyollas HCKOpKa.

— B cBo€ BpeMs, oTHassHHO Xkefas cOexaTh U3 XxpaMa ['aHbe, UMIIepaTpHUlla Hallicala HUMIIePaTopy
3Ty /M000BHYIO 109MY. ['0BOPAT, Kannurpadus Obljla CTPACTHON U MTeYaIbHOM, IITPUXU MATKUMHU U
TporaTeJbHEIMU. FIMIIepaTop, B3TJISIHYB, ObLI TPOHYT OO TIyOMHEL OYIIN U BeJiell BEPHYTh €€ U3 Xpama
'anbe Bo gBoperl. [To3xke s BuAeIa KOMKWIO BO ABopiie LIMHHUH, HO TaM INTPUXH OBIIM OCTPHI KaK HOXK,
BeJINYECTBEHHBIE ¥ CTPOTHUe, C IePBOro B3TJIsiAa OBIIO ICHO — 3TO He MOTJIO0 OBITH paboToM
JKEHIITHEL.

['yOrl rocrioxku XajlaHb U30THYJIUCH, €€ MeJTKOBUCTHIN B3TJISAL CTPYUIICS, ITOTHBIN cobIa3Ha:

— Kro0 xke ckonupoBan 3Ty M000BHYI0 0oaMy? [loueMy oHa 0Ka3asnach Bo gBopue Lluaauu? U mouemy
€€ xpaHusa uMmmneparpuia?.. Ce... KOMaHOUP?

B Tenu, cpemu 11BeToB, muilo aub Yao ciierka H3MEHUIIOCH, ero B3TJIsA npuiui K npodumo Ce HOuHs
B IIaBUJILOHE Ha BOJE.

Ce HOub monro He gBUTACs. JIMIIL CIYCTS HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHHUI OH ITOBEPHYJICS K TOCIIOXKe X3JIaHb
¥ 0YeHb CIIOKOWHBIM T'OJIOCOM ITPOM3HEC BCETO YETHIPE CJIOBa:

— Yucrenas 10XKb.

T'ocmoxka Xa/maHb 'POMKO pacCcMesinach.



— Jlox®b 1 9TO, NTydllle BCEX 3HAelb TH, KoMaHaup Ce, KOTOPHIH 0 CUX TTOP He Xenuncs. Ho,
TOBOPSI OTKPOBEHHO, 51 IPOCTO He MOHUMaI0. ThI eI1é TaK MOJIOT U Tak...

OHa 3amHyack, e€ B3rIsA CKOJIL3HYII 10 XOJIOODHOMY U npekpacHoMy nuiy Ce FOHS B TyHHOM CBeTeE,
OCTaQHOBUJICS Ha €ro CTPOMHOM QUrype u TpEXYMKOBOM CHHEM MeUe B PyKe, U II0UYEMY-TO €€ TOJI0C
BAPYT CTaJl MATKUM U HEXKHBIM, YeTr0 OHa caMa He 3aMeTHa:

— ...TaKO¥ TaJIaHT/IMBHIHA. 3a4eM ke Tebe BelIaThCs Ha OOHOM CTapoM AepeBe? f yxke cKa3ala: BCE,
YTO UMIIepATpPHUIla MOXKeT Tebe maTh, CMOTY [aTh U s B OyOyIeM. A 4TO He MOXKeT JaTh UMIIepaTpHuIla,
TOXKE CMOTY...

OHa marsyJsa BIIePEN ¥ HEXKHO I0JI0KUIIa CBOI0 HEXHYIO0 pydKy Ha pyky Ce HOHs, gepiKalryio Med,
€€ BJIaXKHEBIE aJible TyORl CIerka INPUMONHSINCE.

Opnako nmuio Ce KOHs ocTaBanock 6ecCcTpacTHEIM. Yepe3 MITHOBEHKE OH IIPOU3HEC:
— l'ocnioxa.
— Yro?

— Bl Ke caMu TOJIBKO YTO CKa3alld, YTO B MOEH ycamb0e MHOTO KPAaCUBEIX IOHOIIEH ¥ CITyKaHOK,
0cobeHHO HefaBHO NMpuObIa KpacaBuila u3 Mo03s1, KOTOPYI0 MOXKHO Ha3BaTh pefyanien
KpacaBHULIEX B MUDE.

Ce I0Hb C HeCKprBaeMOfI MMPpUOUPUYUBOCTBEIO OKHUHYII T'OCIIOXKY X371aHb B3TJISAOM C HOT [0 TOJIOBEI, @
3aTeM Me[JIEHHO IIPUHSAJ BEIPpaKeHHWe CO2KaJIeHU s :

— [ToaToMmy ceiiyac s BOpyr IogyMasl, 4YTO B TaKyl0 IPEKPaCHYIO JIYHHYI0 HOUb JIy4llle BEPHYTLCS B
ycapmb0y ¥ COCTaBUTh UM KOMIIaHUIO... Kak BH gyMaeTe?

BrIpaxkeHue nulla TOCIOXHY X371aHb MTHOBEHHO 3aCTHLIO, & 3aTeM €€ IEKYU BCIBIXHYIU PYMSHIEM.
— ...Ce IOHB! He cMelt Tak MeHs Ipe3uparth!
OHa oTmaTHy/Iach ¥ pe3Ko cKa3ana:

— Iymaelb, pa3 uMmneparpuiia Y Tebs IpuKPHIBAET, TO MOXKeIIb AeflaTh 4To B3gyMmaeTcs? [Ipuner
OeHb, KOTfa uMiepaTpulia Y, umrneparpuna y...

Ce HOub ynuIOHYICS:
— l'ocnioxa, norutite. Eciy KTO-TO YCIBIMUT, 60I0Ch, 3TO MECTO UMIIEPATPUIILI BaM He 3aIl0yIUTh.

— ITaXXe ecyy yCIbIIIAT eCATh THICSY YeJI0BEK, YYBCTBA MMIlIepaTopa KO MHE He U3MEHSTCS, ¥ TO
MeCTO Ha (eHMKCOBOM TPOHE IIOf UMIIepaTPUIlel Y paHOo MU ITO3MHO CMEHUT Bllafenbia! A Torga
THL, TEI 9TOT...

[ocnoxka XamaHb CTHCHYa cepeOpsiHble 3yOH, IS4 Ha HacMellInBoe U npekpacHoe nuio Ce HOHs.
Kunamuii B e€ gyile CTHIA U gocaga 0yaTo OBl OBUIM IIOCTENEHHO MTOflaBIeHb KaKUM-TO 0oJiee
CUJIBHBIM YYBCTBOM, IIOJIaBJIEHEI TaK, YTO BO BCEH €€ (UType MPOCTYIHIIa PELUIMMOCTh IIOUTH Ha BCE:

— Cwmotpu ke, komaugup Ce. [laxke eciu CETOOHS S €Il€ He CTajla UMIIEPATPHULIEN, Thl BCE PaBHO
TIOTEPIHUIIE YIep0 OT MOUX PYK — AyMaelllb, YTO TaK MOAIIYTUTh Hal0 MHOM MOXHO 6e3HaKa3aHHO?



Ce HOHb CKpPeCTHII pyKM Ha TPYAM ¥ MPUIOTHSI 6poBb. OH YBUIEI, KaK I'OCIOXKa X9/IaHb ABYMS
IaraMy OTCTYIIXJIA K Kpalo MTaBUJIbOHA Ha BOJe, KPEIKO yXBaTUIach 3a Iepusia U X0I0[HO CKa3aa:

— I[TpoMexXyTKM MeXIy MaTPYJISIMU OXPaHbl HEBEJIMKHM, CelYac OHU HOJIXKHEI OBITh Heganmeko. Kak Thl
IyMaelllb, €CJIM 51, HaXO[sCh HaeguHe ¢ ToO0M, HauHy OOPOTHCS U yIaAy B BOAY, a 3aTeM 3aKpUUy O
IOMOTATEeNIbCTBAX, YTOOHI JIIOOY IPUIIIA Ha IIOMOIIIb... KOMy CEerofHs HOYbIO IIOBEPUT UMIIEPATOP —
Tebe uIm MHe?

[Ce HOH®: ...]
[daup Yao B OnuKaWIIAX 3apPOCTISX TEPEBHEB: ...]

Yronoxk pra Ce IOHs népHyncs. B ero co3HaHUM MeNBKHYJIO, YTO 3Ta ClieHa KaXeTCs 04eHb
3HAaKOMOU, CJIOBHO HeIaBHO yKe pa3bIrpriBanachk Ha 03epe Cuxy B XaHYXKOYy.

% X %k
— ITo6po u 3710 B KOHIIE KOHIIOB ITOJTy4YaloT Bo3nasinue, HeGeCHEIN My Tk BpaIaeTcs 1Mo KPyTy.

['ocrioxka XamaHb MPUITOAHSIA Kpak 100KK ¥ TePEeKUHYa CBOI0 HEQPUTOBYI0 HOXKKY Yepe3 KPaCHYIO
6amoctpany. Ha eé nuile, mogo6HOM J10TOCY, HAKOHEL] OSIBAIOCH BhIPAXKEHUE CaMOIOBOJIbHOTO
yIOOBJIETBOPEHUS:

— Hy uto, komangup Ce?..

JIETKui BETEPOK YTUX, CTPEKOTaHNE HAaCEKOMBIX CMOJIKJIO, BO3YX, Ka3aa0Ch, IOCTEIIEHHO 3aCTHIT B
KpalHeM HalpsXKeHUH.

Ce OnbB IIPUCTAJIBHO CMOTPEII HA YK€ IMMOBUCIIYIO B BO3OyXe HOT'Y I'OCIIOKHU X9371aHb, OTKDPBHIJI POT, HO
TaK 1 HE U30aJl 3ByKad. HOBTOpI/IB 9TO HEeCKOJIBKO Pa3, OH HaKOHEI] I"TIY6OK0 B3OOXHYII:

— Hanp Yao!

9TOT BO3TJIaC MOXKHO OBIIO Ha3BaTh MOTPsicaiomuM. Onelriia He TOJIBKO TOCIoXKa X3JlaHb — Jaxe
cam [Taub Yao, CKPHIBABIIHICS B TEHU JePeBLEB, 0cToN0eHe . HacneqHbIN MPUHII, CUAEBIINNA Ha
3eMJie ¥ He MOTYIIUH MOOHSTHCS, PA3UHYII POT.

T'onoc Ce KOHs OblI IpefenbHO UCKPEHHUM:
— TBost rocnioxa JIyH Te6s He oOMaHy/la — 5 IpaBAa He yMelo IJiaBaTh!

C 3TuMHM CJI0BaMU OH IIarHYyJ K Kpalo TaBUIbOHA Ha BOMe, He TJIAAd Ha TOCIOXY X9J1aHb, ¥ IPHITHYII
nepBeIM B Ipyx Tae!

ITrmox!

Bphisru B3nertenu BBepX. ['ocmoxa XamaHe ocToI0eHea, U 10 HHEPIIUH MTHOBEHHO OTAEPHYIa HOTY
obpaTHO.

Hepmaneko oT HUX 4en0CTh HACJIeMHOTO IIPHHIIA €[iBa He I'POXHYJIa Ha 3eMJIIO0:
— Ko-komanpaup Ce yronuncsa?!

IHaub Yao Gornble He MOT CKpPEIBAThCSA. OH MPSIMO Yepe3 IIBeTOYHEIE 3apPOCiid OPOCUIICS BIEPET,



CTpeMUTEeNbHO nobexkan no 6epera o3epa u B3rIsAHy. Terb Ce FOHs yKe ycIena OmyCTUTLCS Ha THO,
Iaxe He IMOIIeBeINBINNCE. Ha YEPHOM BOTHOM I'Iafy JIUIIH JIOMHYJIO HECKOJIBKO MaJIeHbBKUX
Iy3LIPHKOB.

— KTo0 THI TaKOI?! — 3aBU3XKasa rocrnoxa Xsnanb. — OTKygma Thl B3gscsa?! Cioga, croga!
Ilanb Yao BCKpuua:
— Komanpgup Ce? Ce I0un? Ce I0uB?! Ce IOHSB, TH rHE?!

Ha moBepxHOCTH 03epa He ObI0 HY Majeninero otreeta. [Janb Yao, coOpaBIIUCE C AyXOM, laxke He
CTaJl CHUMaTh OfeXAY U HEIPHYJI B 03€PHYI0 BOAY!

Bopa B riy00Kyi0 OCEHHIOI0 HOYb Obla JessHoM, TPOHU3kIBalollel 10 KocTel. TobKO BOMAS B BOLY,
Iaub Yao B3gporuyn. K cuacTeio, ero Teao ObII0 MOJIOABIM U MOJTHEIM CuJl. OH HECKOJIBKO Pa3 CUIIbHO
B3MaxHYJI PyKaM¥ ¥ YBUIEJI, YTO B TNTyOHHEe, KaXkeTcs, MJIaBal0T JIUHHbLIE BOJIOCH. HememneHHO
HBIPHYJI T7Ty02Ke, CXBATHUII paccTaBneHHy0 pyKy Ce KOHs, 3aTeM 00XBAaTHUII €T0 3a TaJIHUI0, KPEIIKO
IpHUXKaB K cebe.
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