— ... — JIla#b Yao MBICJIEHHO MOXBaJIUI: TaK I U 3HAJI, YTO THI croco0eH Ha Takoe, — 1 TyT XKe
CIIPDOCHUIT:

— A mo sToro? JlomxkeH ke OblT OBITH KOH(QIUKT, HHa4Ye 3aUeM eMy OBIJIO ITPU CBeTe OHs B [IBoplie
LIuHHYH MPUCTaBaTh K CITy’KaHKe, [la ellle U IOACTaBIsATh UMEHHO Te0s?

Bonbiast wacts nuiia Ce KOHs OblNla CKpBITa B TEHU JTYHHOTO CBETa, HO 3peHue [laHb Yao, criocobHoe
Ha COTHIO IIIar'0B TOYHO IIYCTUTh CTPEy, ObIII0 HeOORYaiHO OCTPHIM, M OH CPa3y 3aMeTHJI, YTO
BhIpaXkeHUe JIUIa TOTO CTajio Cllerka CTPaHHBIM.

Bce Ta xke cMech 6pe31"J'II/IBOCTI/I 1 HEJIOBKOCTH, a €elle... YTO-TO HEBBIPA3UMOE.

B ceppue Taub Yao TyT Ke 3apOOuUIOCh TOJO3PEHNE, HO OH yBUAeN, Kak Ce FOHL MeeHHO
TIEPECITPOCHIT:

— ¥V Tex [BouMX U3 CeMbU X371aHb MO3T0OB HET C CaMOT0 POXKAEHUS, IIyCTh UAYT Ha BEPHYI0 CMEPTH, K
yeMy 3TO Tebe IBITaThCS IMOHSITh X0 MBICTeN Uau0TOB? M3 YyBCTBA POACTBA AYII UK 00IIero
HecyacThd?

Yronok rna3sa [laus Yao gporHys.

— 91 mo3Ban 1e0s ciofa He mis 9Toro, — Ce KOHB IBHO He X0TeJ 60JIbIle TOBOPUTB 00 aTOM
HEIIPHUATHOM [eJie, CBA3aHHOM C Xsn1aHb MUHBYKHY, U CMEHUIT TEeMY:

— MimmepaTpuila HaMepeHa IMPOABUHYTh Te0s Ha HOJIXKHOCTh HACTOSIIIIETO 3aMeCTUTENIS
KoMaHAywiero MMnepaTopCckou reapaven, HO cerdac ThI BCe ellle MOHax U3 XpaMa LIbIaHb, 1
oduIaabHO Ha3HAYUTh Te0S YMHOBHUKOM HeymoOHO. YTo mymMaelb?

—A?
Ce HOHDb He OCTAHOBUIICS, OTJISIHYJICS, OpocuB B3T/aA Ha [anb Yao, U HETEPIeIuBO CKal3all:
— Pa3Be Tl MOXKelllb BepHYThCA B XpaM LIEI9HB?

[TepBoit meicbio anb Yao 6b10: moueMy ke HeT? Heyxkenu uMmepaTpuiia MOXKET YIIPOCUTh
UMIepaTopa U3aaTh yKas, 3aCTaB/IsAs MEHS BEPHYTHCA K MUPCKOM XKu3HU? Ho opa3MbICTIUB, OH
noHsn, uto Ce FOHb UMeN B BUAY, UTO TOT, YBUAEB ABOPIIOBOE GOTATCTBO U POCKOIIb YBECETUTETLHEIX
KBapTaJoB, faXe ecly GU3UYECKU CMOXKET BEPHYTLCS, CEPALIEM yXKe He BEPHETCS.

OH ycMexHyJICS U IOKayvall T0JI0BOU:

— IMogHebecHast 6e3rpaHUYHO BEJIMKA, Pa3Be OTPAaHUYHUBAETCS OMHUM YaHbaHEM UJTH 3€MJISIMU
Mo69s1? Ecnu cepaiie CIIOKOMHO, TO faxe B MyOIUYHOM IoMe MOXKXHO o0pecTu XpaMm LIbI9Hb; ecliu Ke
ceple HecrokKoiHo, To XpaM LIsIaHb — BCEro JUIIh 00JIblIasi IOCTPOMKa U3 THUIIOTO HepeBa.
[Touemy Ke HeNb3sT BEPHYTHC?

Ce FOHDb HeHaJONT0 3aMOJI4aJl, 3aTeM BHE3aITHO MPUOTKPHLUI I'yosl. Ha Mraosenue [aub Yao
IIoyMaJl, YTO TOT COOHMpAeTCs OTIIYCTUTh SI3BUTEJIbHOE 3aMedaHre, HO BMECTO 3TOT0 TOT THXO
BHIIOXHY. TemnoBaThHIl map B HOYH, TONO0HOM BOME, TPeBPATUICS B UHEH, a 3aTeM OecclemHO
PacTBOPHUIICST MeXAy I'y0 u 3y00B.

— TBoe cepalle Bcerma OBIIO CIIOKOMHBIM, — THXO ITPOU3HEC OH, ¥ OBIJI0O HEBO3MOXKHO IIOHSTh,
II0OXBaJIa 9TO WIX HaCcMeIlKa.



Ho cnoBo «Bcerga» OBII0 04€Hb MHOTO3HAYUTENIBHEIM, CJIOBHO HAMeKaJsio Ha YTO-TO, IPOUCIIeNlIee B
npouuioM. B cepaue [lans Yao 4TO-TO APOTHYIIO, XU OH UCIIBITATEIIBHO OKJIUKHYIT:

— Vuutens?

— Opnako, — MpayHo npousHec Ce FOHB, — 00y4MBIIKCH UCKYCHOMY BIIafIeHUIO0 OPyXKUeM, IIpofai
€ro UMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMbE — C IPEBHUX BPEMEH 3TO HEOIPOBEPKUMOE ITPaBuio. CKPhIBATh CBOM
TAJIaHT — BCE PABHO YTO HOCUTH IIpu cebe SIMy, HaBieKalnyio 6eny. [laxke eciau TH caM He
JKeJjlaelb MOSIBIISITHCS B MUPY, B 9TOM MUPe HalfeTcs: 6eCurcieHHOe MHOXKECTBO JIIofel, KOTOphIe
OynmyT ynpamuBaTh, TAHYTb Te0s, UCIIOIb30BaTh O€CUMCIEHHbIE HUHTPUTH U 3aTOBOPHI IIPOTUB Tebs,
naxke IPUMEHSTh Hacuaue, YToOb TPUHYOUTE... Eciu Obl TH He Obn B YaHbaHe, ellle Kyfa HU 10,
HO Beflb THl caM IpoIien 4epe3 Bpata MuHp3, mpoien 1o yiaulle YXKyii3i03, BOIIe B 3TOT [[Bopen
HOamus ¢ Meuom Llucun JIyHbi0oaHb 3a CIUHOM. Pa3Be Te0s KTO-TO MPUHYKIAI?

ITaub Yao He HAXOOUJI, YTO OTBETUTE.
Ce KOHb cripocun:

— Ecnu THI X04elb YKPHEITECS OT MUPa, pa3Be Majio MeCT AJIs 9TOro? 3adueM TOrfa MPUIles B 3TOT
YaHbaHL?

Ce HOHD omycTu riasa, ero BhIpaxkeHue JIilla CTajlio CEpbe3HBIM, TPodub B cnaboM CUSHUN
JIYHHOTO CBeTa OB CMyTHHEIM, CJIOBHO TPYAHOPA3IMYMMEIM OT IIPEKPACHOM SIIMEL Y €T0 mosica. JIaHb
Yao cMOTpes Ha Hero, ¥ B Cepfilie ero BHe3alHO BO3HUKIIO 00yXKIeHue ObITh OTKPOBEHHBIM:

— 4 panu Tebs4...
Ce FOHB mOOHSI B3TJIA.

— ...Papu mouckoB Te0s s u mputen. — Kageik [Janb Yao pe3Ko OepHYJICS, OH BCTPETUIICS B3TJIAIOM
¢ Ce FOHeM. — YuuTesns, Bce, 4To ObII0 B BenuKoii mycTeiHe, 5 3a0bU1, HO 6yIb TO MUJIOCTh UK
obupa, s He X04Uy IIPOCTO Tak, 0e3 MPUYUHEI, TIOTEPSTh 9T0. YaHbaHb XOPOIII, HO 3TO HEe MOSI POAMHA, a
B 3eMJIsiX M0093s1 He60 BLICOKO, 3eMJIsl OOIITMPHA, ¥ HeT HUKAKUX OrpaHu4YeHui. ITocme Toro, Kak Bce
mena OyOyT y/laxKeHBI, CJTH ThI 3aX0UYelllh BEPHYThCS CO MHOM. ..

Yromnok ry6 Ce FOHSI OpOTHYJI, CIIOBHO OH YCIIBIIIATI HEYTO abCypaHOe:
— BepnyTthCs Kyma?
Tomoc [lans Yao npepBacs, CII0BHO B ropjie Y HEr0 3aCTPSAJIO YTO-TO KUCJIOE U TBEPOE.

— OTmpaBka B M003# 11t MEHST — 9TO CChIJIKA, a Mpue3 B YaHbaHb — 9TO «BO3BpalieHue». — Ce
FOHBL OKMHYJ ero B3TIA0M U3-MI0J OJINHHBIX, IPUIIOAHSATHIX YTOIKOB I'/1a3, B KOTOPOM YHTanach
JIerKasl HaCcMellKa:

— Brnaropapio 3a HeXIaHHYIO TI000Bb, YUEHUK, HO TTOfaBIIsiolee GOIbIIHHCTRBO JTIOel B 3TOM MUpe
TOTOBO PBATLCS K BJIACTH U OOTATCTBY, U TBOW YUKUTEJb, K HECYACTHIO, — BEJIMYANIINY U3 9TUX
Ka3HOKPAZO0B, @ BCKOPMUII S Te6st TOTHa IIPOCTO TIOXOMS.

CrnoBa ero 3Bydau Tak, CJIOBHO HaMeKaJly, 4YTO KOrna-To B Benukou nycteiHe [Janb Yao noMeran
eMy BepHyThCd B HaHbaHb, ¥ 3a 3TO TOT IPOTKHYJI €70 MEYOM.

Ecnu 651 Ilaub Hao Bce ele OBLT B XpaMe LIpI5HB, HE BEIXOOUIT 3a BOPOTa MOHACTEIPAA, I'le 3By4alln



YTPEHHUY KOJIOKOI ¥ BeuepHus 6apabaH, u Bumen Obl TUIb JIEASHYI0 HacMelKy B rina3ax Ce FOHs,
OH, BEPOSITHO, IeMCTBUTENIHHO IOmyMaJl Obl, YTO er0 CHOBa BhIcMesiiu. Ho mmocyie oTpaBiIeHUs B
BocTounom mBopiie, uctpebnenus: ceMbr B [Tomecthe KoBKr Meueii, 66CKOHEYHBIX HHTPUT
UMIlepaTopa, UMIIePaTPUIILl ¥ HACIeQHOTO0 IIPUHIIA OH Ha COOCTBEHHOM OIIBITE ITO3HAJI BCIO TIyOUHY
YeJI0BEYECKOT0 Cepylla, ¥ eMy Ka3ajloch, UTo B 3ToM HacMmelnke Ce KOHs nuilb oBe monu OBIIN
oOpalleHbl K APYTUM, a BOCEMb — BEICMEUNBAJIA €T0 CaMOoro.

— ...Yuutesns, — HAKOHeEI] C TPYZOM BBIgaBUJI U3 ropsia [JaHbs Yao u cripocut:

— Tl yKe mepXKulllb B pyKax O0/IbIIyI0 BIacTh, 00agaelllb HECMETHRIM 60raTcTBOM. Yero xe ele
JKaxXaeT TBOe cepale?

Ce HOHB yxke cobupascs 4To-TO CKa3aTh, HO BOPYT IOJHS PYKY, 3HAK, )KecT [JaHb Yao He OBUTATHCH.

BuyTtpennss sHeprus [laHb Yao Ovlzia 06UTBHOM, M OCTPOTA €r0 MSITH YYBCTB, BO3MOXKHO,
IpeBocxofiuiia faxe 4yBcTBa Ce FOHS, HO U3-3a MUHYTHOTO YIIEBHOTO CMATEHUS OH HE 00paTuI
BHUMAaHMUS, a Tellepb, OUHYBILIKCH, CPa3y 3aMeTHJ IBUKEHUE.

Oka3zajoch, OHU He3aMeTHO 1151 cebsi MOoLUIH [0 TTIyOWHB BHYTPeHHUX MTOK0eB. Hemomaneky, cpenu
3apocyieii IBETOB U IEPEBhEB, 3a TTTyOOKUMHU KapHU3aMH, KaKasi-TO MO03PUTENIbHAS TEMHAS TeHb
00X0[IMIIa anyio OePeBsHHYIO KOJIOHHY U ITOCIEINTHO HAIPaBIIsiaach K KOHIY AJTHHHOTO KOPHUIOpa.

Hanbs Yao c mepBoro B3rjsAfa y3Hal 9Ty GUTYPY CO CIIMHBI ¥ TUXO IIPOU3HEC:
— Xonaub Munpuxu?

B riyxyio HOYb, UTO AejlaeT Xa/laHb MUHbYXKY, BHEIIHUY YNHOBHUK, TPOOKPAsiCh TAalKOM BO
BHYTPEHHHUE II0KOU UMIIEPATOPCKOT0 ABOpPIia?

Ianb Yao mouyBCTBOBAJ HeTafHOE U y2Ke coOMpasics CIIpOCUTh, Kak yBugen, yto Ce KOHB, CIIOBHO
npu3pak, yxe OeCIIyMHO II0CJIefloBall 3a TEM, IlepesieTell Yyepe3 I[BETOYHbIE 3apoCiu U 6e33BYYHO
IIPU3EMIIUIICS Ha pe3Hble Nepuia Kopuagopa.

Bce-Taku npoucxoxkaeHne yOUUIbl CKa3hBaIOCk: MpoBopcTBa U nerkoctu Ce FOus [lanb Yao
IIpHU3HaBAJ, YTO EMY He MOCTUYh AaxKe Ha OBICTPOM KoHe. ToT nuillh HaOpas BO3OyX, MOANPHITHYII,
ellle B BO3[IyXe HECUILHO OTTOJIKHYBIIUCH OT BETKY, U MIPU3EMIIUIICS HA KaMeHHBIH I10JT KOPUOopa.
TonbKO CTYNIMB Ha 3€MJTIO, OH ITOCKOJIB3HYJICS, ITOCIEIINIT YCTOATh, IOCMOTPEN BHU3 U YBUEJ, YTO
HACTYIIXJI Ha YTO-TO CKOJIb3KOe.

B cepnue Janb Yao BO3HUKIIO «A?», OH ITOMHSJI IPEIMEeT ¥ PAaCCMOTPET: 3TO ObLJT CBETI0-3€JIeHbIiH
IIeJTKOBBIM 1JIaTOK, B HUKHEM YTIIy BHIIIIMTA BETKA UBHL.

Xots [Taub Yao OblI lepeBeHCKUM ITapHeM, He BUOABIINM XOPOIINX Belllei, HO Ha OIIyIb OH
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO IIIE€JIK JOPOTOM, SBHO HE TOT, UTO MOTJIa OOPOHUTH KaKasi-To ciayxkaHka. OH
IIOBEPTEJNI B pyKax BHIIIMBKY C BETKOX UBH, CMYTHO OIIyIlas YTO-TO 3HAKOMOE, U BAPYT B I'OJIOBE Y
HEro I'PsSHY B3PHIB.

— It 1I3n1m10!
910 mnatok I1a 13emTio!

Kak oH 0ka3zascs Ha yTH, 10 KOTOPOMY IIpolies X3j1aHb MUHbYKU?!



Pasnuunble Tpg3HbIE CIYXU O X37IaHb MUHBYXKHY IIPOMENBKHYIIM B ToN10Be [laHb Yao, 3aTeM
OCTAHOBUBIIIKCH HA TOM MOJO3PUTEILHOM TEHU, YTO TOJILKO YTO IMpoOHpasack BO BHYTPEHHUH IBOP.
Pyka [Taup Hao cxkasacs, [IJ1aTOK CMSJICS B KyJlake.

Ce HOHBb mopo1ues, B3TJIAHYII, X Ha €ro JIMIe TOXKe IIPOMEJILKHYJIO YOHUBIIEHNE:

— IeByuike u3 cembu [191 BCero mBeHaALaTh-TPHHAIATh JIeT, X3JIlaHh MUHBYKY ¥ BIPABIY XKaXkaeT
CMEpTH...

T'ojoc ero GBITT THXUM, HO CJIOBHO JKeJIe3HbIe KIelly cxBaTunu cepaie Janb Yao. He pa3myMeiBasi, OH
Opocuiics 6exaTh B HAallpaBIeHUHM, KyMa yinen XamaHb MUHBYXKY, 3aBEPHYJI 3a YT0Jl KOPUAOPa U
yBUET BHaneKe psif 60KOBEIX KOMHAT [IJIsS IIPUCITYTH, BCE Celyac MOrPyKeHHEIe BO ThbMY U THUIIWHY, U
TOJIKO B CAMOM YTJTy MEJIbKHYJI €[lBa 3aMETHHIM OTOHEK, KOTOPHIA TYT K€ Iorac.

Ecnu y [lanp Yao ele ocTaBaauCh COMHEHMS, TO TEIIEPh OHU IIOJIHOCTHIO UCYE3/IU: pa3Be Takas
3HaTHas OaprirHs, Kak [19# 13m0, eciu 061 JOOPOBOIBHO MPUIIIA Ha CBUIAHKE C JTIOOOBHUKOM,
BeIOpasa OBl TaKOM TEMHBIM, 3aX0IyCTHBIM, 00IIapaHHbIM ITOKOM A7 IPUCIYTHU?

U B 3TOT MOMEHT CKBO3b HOYHOU BeTep AOHECCS OUYeHb TUXUM, U3-3a PACCTOSHUSA efjBa CIIBIIIHBIN
IPUTTTyIIeHHBIY KpUK. Ecniu Ob He ocTphii ciiyx Jaub Yao, oH Obl TOYHO IPUHSJ 3TOT 3BYK 3a LIyM
KaQ4aloIKXCs BETOK B Cafy.

— IInoxo!

B rnazax [Tans Yao MebKHYJIA JKECTOKOCTh, ¥ OH y2Ke coO0paJICs UATH TyHa, HO BOPYT Ha ero mjede
OLIYTUJIaCh TAKeCTh. OOepHYBIIKCDH, OH YBUZEN, YTO 3T0 Ce FOHBL 0CTAaHOBUII €TO.

— Vuu...

Ecmu OBl IPUCMOTPETHCS, MOXKHO OBITIO 3aMeTHTh, 4To peakuusi Ce KOHs ceifyac Oblyla HECKOJIBKO
cTtpanHou. OH clerka IPUIONHSI TOA00POMOK, TN BOallb, B IIIy0OKYI0 TEMHOTY Jieca, 3padku ero
PE3K0 PaCIIMPHUIIKCh, 3aT€M CY3UJIHUCh, MBIIIITE M3-3a CUIBHOTO HAMIPSKEHUS IO IUPOKUMHI
PyKaBaMHu OfleK[bl TPOCTYIIUIM HEeSBHBIMYU KOHTYPaMH.

— He xomu, — BEIJOXHYII OH [Ba CJI0Ba.

Tanb Yao, B cuibHeNIIeM THEBE, HE MTOHST 3TUX IIPOCTHIX CJIOB:

— Yro?

Ce HOHb HUUYETO HE CKa3aJl, OfHa ero pyka HeJBUXKHO CXKuMaJa Iiyie4do [lads Yao.

B TekcTe ucIpaBIeHH OCTABIIMECS KUTaCKUe CUMBOJIH (3HAK, XKeCT), MyHKTyalus U opopMieHne
IIPSIMOY peuu IPUBEEHH K eIUHOMY CTaHAapTy. Bce TEpMUHBI U3 TTI0CCAPUS UCIIOTb30BaHbI
KOPPEKTHO.
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