— Yto0 Takoe? YTOo CIy4dmnnocs, rocymaaps? — Mmmnepartpulia Y MCTHOBEHHO IIPOCHYJIaCh U BCKOUYUIIA,
IaXke He YCIIeB HAKUHYThb OfleKy. B ogHOM HUXHeM Oejihe OHa MPUHSIACh TOXJIONBIBATh
UMIepaTopa 10 CIuHe, OMHOBPeMEHHO 00epHYBIINCH U KPUKHYB:

— JIrogu! T'ocymapse ucnyrascs, IpUHeCUTe YCIIOKOUTENIbHEIY Yau!

I/IMr[epaTop CXBATHUJI UMIIEPATPUITY Y za HEXHYI KHCTh, MaXHYJI pYKOfI, MIOKa3bIBas, YTO Yall He
HY2XKeH, U, IiepeBens OyX HECKOJIbKO Pad3, €dBa YCIIOKOHIJI BEIIIPEITHYBIIEE B I'OPJIO CeEPALe:

— MEI... HaM IPUCHUJICA COH...
HWwmMnepatpuiia Y HaxMypuiace:
— Con?

VimmepaTop, C KOTOPOTO T'PajioM KaTUJICS ITOT, KUBHYJI, Ka3aJioCh, XOTeJI YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO He 3Hall,
c yero HayaTh. CIIyCTsI MTHOBEHUE OH HEPEIIUTEbHO, XPUILIO TPOU3HEC:

— Ham npucHUIOCS... 4To ropa TalIaHbk paCKphlIach, ¥ MO 3eMJIEW 0Ka3alKuCh IBEHAAIATh...
IBEeHaAAIATh 30JI0TEIX CTATYH, MOCTUTAIOUINX HebOecC...

BepHas cryxkaHKa C YCIIOKOUTENIbHBIM YaeM ObICTPHIMY IIaraMy BOIIa B YepTor LIsHbTal,
IIPUOTKPHIJIA TIOJIOT JIoXKa, 0€CIIyMHO MpUOIU3UIach K yXy UMIEpPaTPHUIB Y U UTO-TO THUXO
IIpouIenTana.

WmMmepatpuiia Y KUBHYTIA, [aBas 3HAK yAATUThCS, 3aTE€M, HEMHOTO ITOyMaB, IIOBEPHYIACh K
MMIIEPATOPY.

— l'ocymaps, — eé rojoc, X0TS U MATKUY, 3By4al ¢ HegoyMeHueM, — MHb KaiisiH u3 CKpHITHIX Bpar...
IIDOCUT ay[UeHIIUH Y BXOZa B 4epTOr.

— Jlasb Yao? — Hacnepusii npuHIl JIu XyH NPUOTKPLUT IBEPL, OCTOPOXKHO BHITJISIHYJI, HAKOHEI]
POOKO BOIIIENT B KOMHATY:

— I'Bapgeern [Taub? [lanb... 6paT [JaHb?

B komHaTe HUKOro He Ov1o. Ha cTomne nexanu Oymara ¥ KUCTH, IOCTENTh ObIIa TPOCTOM, HO
aKKypaTHO 3alpaBlIeHHOM, BEICTUPaHHas (opMa reapaeiia Oblia TIIATEIBHO CII0KEHA B KBafpaT U
7exara y U3rojioBbs.

JIu XyH HepeunTeTbHO 000IIEN KPYT ¥ BAPYT 3aMETHJI, YTO OKHO, Befylllee BO BHYTPEHHUN IBOD,
IPUOTKPHITO. OH MOJOILIEN ¥ TOJKHYII €T0.

— I'Bappeern HaHb!

3a HOMOM Iljla KphITas ranepes. [JaHb Yao fexas CIMHON K IPUHIY Ha IepuiiaX, OGHOU PYKOU
nognupas 106, B Ipyroii gepKa KyBLUIMH BIHA, BECh BUM €T0 ObLT YIIafIOYHBIM U ITOIaBIEeHHEIM —
Iaxe He HyKHO OBIJIO CMOTPETH, IO TYCTOMY 3allaxy ajaKorojs MOXKHO OBLIO IIOHSTh, CKOJIBKO OH
BBIMIUJL.

— Tol... TBI OcTOpOXKHEe! — JIu XyH, NUIIb B3TJISHYB Ha €ro CIIUHY, ITI0YyBCTBOBaJ TPEBOTY:

— CMOTpH He yIaau, MOOOXKIH, S MOmoumy!



JIn XYH OTCTYIIXJI Ha OBa IIara, Pa3BEPHYJICA, BEIOE2KAJI U3 KOMHATHI, 00exan pan COGJII/IHéHHBIX
KOMHAT CTPAaXKHHUKOB M, 3dIIbIXaBIINCh, nonﬁe}Kan C OaJIbHET 0 KOHIIa KpBITOI;I rajepeu:

— Bpart Jaus Yao! Yto ¢ To6o#?

Hanp Yao ObLT IbSTH, €T0 IUII0 PAaCKPACHENIOCH, B3TJISA OTCYTCTBYIOIIUM YCTABUIICS B HE0O 3a
rajiepeei, CJIOBHO He CJIBIIIIA BOIIPOCA HACIeOHOro MpuHIa. JIu XyH XKaal JOBOJIBHO [JOJT0, YKe
co6GHpascs CIPOCUTh BO BTOPOM Pa3, KOrma BAPYT YCIIBIIIAN, KaK TOT KOPOTKO PACCMESITICS, TIOTHSI
KYBILKH ¥ OTIIUJI EIIE.

— Hudero, — paBHORYUTHO ITPOM3HEC OH, CEJI ¥ MIOXJIONAJI [0 IIEPUIaM PSIOM:
— He HasbBail MeHs 6paToOM, CaiuCh, Ballle BEICOYECTBO.
JIu XyH HeMHOT0 1ToKoJiefasics, HO BCE XKe BcKapaOKasics Ha Ilepuia PSIfoM U CeJl, CBeCUB HOTH.

CaelInBaTh HOTH BO JIBOPIE CUUTATIOCh 0Y€Hb rpy0o0iil 1 HEMPUINYHOM 110301. JIu XyH YKpaAKoh
OTJIAMEJICS: B IIOJIAEHDb Y CTPaXKHUKOB OBIJIO BpeMsI CMEeHH KapayJsia U IpuéMa MUY, OINHHAsA KpPeITas
ranepesi OblyIa COBEPIIEHHO ITycTa. TONIBKO TOra OH 00JIETYEHHO B3MOXHYJI U CIIPOCHIL:

— Bpat Haub Ya... reapaeern [lanb, s ucKas Te0st TPU OHS U He MOT HaUTH. YTO CIyUYHUIOCH?
[Tpoun3ousio 4To-T0?

B ayIae Iaup Yao KOIUINCh MPA4YHBI€ MEICJIM, HO OH HUKdK HE MOT"' U3JIUTh KX II€PEe BEIPOCIINM B
TEIIJINYHBIX YCIIOBUAX IIPUHIEM, U JIMIIb TOPBKO YCMEXHYJICA:

— Bcé B mopsimke, OECITOKOUT Ballle BEICOYECTBO. ITU TPHU OHS Y MEHS HET JeXKypCTBa.
JIu XyH, HaOmogast 3a BEIpaXkeHUEeM ero JIula, TOHUMAIOIIe MPOU3HEC «a» ¥ CKa3al:

— OTHU TPHU OHS B UMIIEPATOPCKOM [IBOPIlE TOXKe OBITI0 CIIOKOWHO. ['ocynaph, HEU3BECTHO C YETO
B3[IyMaB, TIOCTOSTHHO coOupast mpubIuKEHHBIX YMHOBHUKOB IJIsT 3aKPHITHIX 6ecel, HO 3aMeCTUTENTb
MUHKCTPA [lall Tak ¥ He CMOT y3HaTh, KOT'0 UMEHHO IIPU3bIBA/IM — BIHMsIHKE BOCTOYHOTO ABOpPIIA HA
yepTor LI3pIY3Hb Ha 9TOM U 3aKaH4YKMBaeTcs. Ho, K cYacThio, B UMIIEPATOPCKOM ABOPIlE HUKAKUX
OBUKEHWH He 3aMEeTHO, 1 MHE TOXEe PeJIKO BBINAJI0 HECKOJILKO THEH OTOBIXA.

OH TOTSHYJICS U YIBIOHYIICS:

— Oco0eHHO Temeps, KOT{a UMIepaTpHIla COITPOBOKOAET ToCyaaps, faxe KoMauaywomwmi Ce He
BLIXOIWT M3 MoMa. B BocTouHOM fBOpIle pegko OBIBaeT TAKOe CIIOKOMHOE BPeMs.

Ianb Yao, BO3MOKHO, OB ITbSIH, U CJTOBA BHIPBAJIUCh CaMu COOOI:
— Komanpaywomuu Ce 9Tu OHU...
Ox BHe3amHo o0opBa cebs.

Ho cka3aHHbIE CJIOBa yKe He BepHEIIb. [IpuHI], HE 3aMEeTHB JIETKOTO Pa3gpakeHus 3a yTPIOMbBIM
nutoM [lanb Yao, mpeHeOpekKUTETbHO CMOPIITUIICS:

— Komanpytomumii Ce ymién 1e4uThCcs. I'0BOPSAT, TIEUUTCS, HO BUuepa IIpuKa3al CPOYHO JOCTABUTh U3
ero ycaabOBl B CTONIHIIE TUYHYIO CITyKAHKY. [IBOPIIOBLIE CIYXH TOBOPST, YTO OHA eIlE M OYeHb
KpacuBa.



[Tanbiue! [Jans Yao, CKUMaBIIKE KYBIIVH, HAIPATIACH.
CrnyxaHKa, TMYHAS ClIy’KaHKa... HABepHOe, 9TO L[3MHbCUHB?

Wnu, MmoxeT, He LI3uHbCUHB, HEeBaxkHO, B oMe Ce MHOT'0 KPaCUBLIX IE€BYOHOK, KaKas pa3HuIla, KOTo
IIpUBE3TIN?

BhIITOE BUHO CIIOBHO IIPEBPATHUIIOCE B OT'OHBE, pa3HHBaIOHIHﬁCH II0 BCEM KOHEYHOCTIM, }Kl"y‘-II/Iﬁ u
KHCJIBIH, Iaus Yao gaxe YyBCTBOBAJI, KakK I1ap U3 €ro H03Hpefl CTAaHOBUTCA 06}KI/Il"aIOH_II/IM —
HACTOJIBKO, YTO Ha MTHOBEHHUE OH OaXKe He MOT' U3[dTh 3BYK.

— PacmyuieHHOCTh ¥ pa3Bpart, BOT u BCE, — (uipkHY JIu XyH, XOTeN ellé 4To-TO CKa3aTh, HO BOPYT
BCITOMHUJI, 4TO [laHb Yao cefiyac CIyKUT B UMIIEPATOPCKOM TBapAKM, U C TPYIOM CHOEpPIKa
Ipe3peHue, TUIlb TSIXKeJI0 B3JOXHYB:

— JlagHo, He 6ymeM 0 HUX TOBOPHUTb.
Hanp Yao mogHsI KYBIIMH ¥ MOJIYa OTIHI OOJIBIION TTIOTOK.

— [IpsIHCTBO BPEOUT 3[OPOBEIO, ITIeM MEHbIIle, — IPUHL, KaK MaJIeHbKUY B3POCIIBIM, CTall
yroBapuBaTh:

— Ecnu moKuBEITs B 3TOM OBOPIIE MOAOJIbIIE, TTOUMEIL, YTO XOTh OBOPEIL U SIBJISIETCSI CaMbIM
MTOYETHHIM ¥ 6OTaTEHIM MECTOM B MUPE, OH XK€ U caMoe He MOIX0fsilee Ot CBOOOTHOTO MPOSBIeHUS
YYBCTB. 3aXOUelllb CheCTh JIUIIHUHE KyCOK TI00UMOro 0/1r0f1a, ITPOBECTH JIUIIHUM JeHb C JII0OUMBIM
YeJI0BEKOM — ¥ Cpa3y MHOXKECTBO JIiofieli oOpyIIaT Ha TeOs mpaBuia U MOpajbHble ITPUHITUIIEL, He
TOBOPS yKe O JIUIITHEM TJIOTKe BUHA [ pa3psaku. ['me TyT Hal#enh BO3MOKHOCTD YTOMUTD ITedallb
B BHHE?

Hanbs Yao nogymar, 4To U30u IIeMIHHAKA UMIIEPATPULIBI, HE UCKITI0YEHO, YTO 3aBTPa BCE
PaCKpOETCS U eT0 COLUTIOT 3a TPH ThICSAUYU Ni. EMy, naxe ecnu OBl OH XOTeJI, He IOJ CUJTy TIOHSTh
YTOHYEHHBIE CTPaJaHUs JBOPLIOBOM 3HATH.

Ho aToT HacnemHbIN MIPUHI] BCerfia OblJT Ype3MePHO MATKUM U YyBCTBUTENIBHBEIM, 103TOMY [aub Yao
He CTaJl KacaThCs 3TOM TEMBI, TOPBKO YCMEXHYJICS U ITEPEBET Pa3TroBop:

— Ecnu Xu3Hb BO OBOPIIE TAKETAsI, TO pa3Be OeCYUCIeHHbBIe TPOCTOIIOAUHEL 32 €T0 CTEHAMHU He
JXKUBYT B MyKax? Tebe KaxKeTcs, UTO JIFOOX Ha BOJie CBOOOIHEI, HO THI He 3HaeIllb, YTO 3a OJHY TBOIO
ofexX My, OOHY Mmapy o0yBH, Jaxe 3a OOUH KYCOK eIbl B TBOEH MUCKe MHOXKECTBO JIIOfIel TOTOBEI
IIPOMEHSTE CBOIO CBOOOAY, TEPIIS TOJION U XOJION.

— ¢ e He TOBOPIO, UTO XOUY CTATh MPOCTOMIOOUHOM, — JIu XyH, maxke OyOy4YH OCaXKEHHBIM, He
paccepauics, a Hao6opoT, ¢ 3aBUCTHIO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HEro:

— Ecnu 61 y MeHs1 OblIH Takue 00eBble MCKYCCTBA, KakK y Te0s1, 6pat [laHb, 1 ObI CTPAHCTBOBA C
MeUYOM II0 BCEMY CBeTYy, oguH. He TO 4TO royiof 1 X0JI0f, faxe ecyid OBl MPHUIIIOCH TEPIIETh, TaK YTO C
TOro!

910 OBlNa CUTyalUs «TH He phifa, OTKyHa Tebe 3HATh, YTO YYBCTBYET pPhIDa».

IOanb Yao He 3HaJ, MJIaKaTh UM CMESIThCS, U MaXHYJI PYKOH, IIOKa3kIBasi, YTOOLI OH HE LIYTHII, HO
IIPUHIT CEPhE3HO CKa3all:



— Tl He IOHMMaeIllb, HHOTMA S ¥ BIIPABAy TakK AyMalo. JX... PAHBIIE S MOT ITOTOBOPUTE 00 3TOM ¢ Cs10
[19i4, a Temeps axke el He MOTY pPaCcCKa3aTh.

Yonomsanys [1si L3bti0, [lanb Yao Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMep, TOAHUMAs KYBIIWH, U CIIOKOMHO CIIPOCHIT:
— [Mouemy?
JIn XyH riy60K0 IIOCMOTpeJT Ha HET0 ¥ BCTPEYHHIHM BOIIPOC:

— Tl 4TO, ¥ OT MEHSI CKpHIBAEIIb? f 4TO, B IIa3ax Jogel HaCTOIbKO 3aKOCTEHEIhIH,
0eCcYyBCTBEHHBIN 1 KOHCEPBATUBHBIN YEJIOBEK?

ITanp Yao Mom4da.

— Cso IIait BCE MHe paccKasajia, — paBHOAYIIHO mmpousHeéc JIu XyH. — Ecnu Ot He THI, OpaT JaHb
Yao, B Ty HOYb €€ XKU3Hb Oblyla Ol paspylieHa — ecyiu Obl ceMbs [1311 3amepiia e€ B xpaMe Ha BCIO
JKW3Hb, 3TO eIé CYUTANIOCH OB MUIOCEPAMEM. Xe-Xe, He IyMal, 4To 3To IIyTKa. KoHdyuaHckue
ApUCTOKPATUYECKHE CeMbH UMEHHO TaKue. B KOHEYHOM CYETe, 3TO ST BO BCEM BHHOBAT.

He oxwuparn, uto [1a# LI351110 B TOOPOOHOCTSAX paccKasania MpHUHIy 00 9TOM CMEePTEIbHO OIlaCHOM
nesne. Bcé-Taku Moyofia, UCIIHITHIBAET HAaUBHOE IOBEPHE K MPUHITY, HO C IPYTOM CTOPOHHI, 3TO
IIOKa3hIBAET, KakKoe MHEeHMe OKpyXKalllye UMeI0T 0 XapakTepe npuHia. Jans Yao HEBOJIBHO CKa3all:

— 3TO0 {meno — Pe3yJibTaT CKOTCKOI'O IIOBEOEHU A X3maHa MUHBYXKY, KAKOe OTHOIIIEHNE OHO MUMEET K
BallieMy BbICO‘-IeCTBY?

JIz XyH IpsAMO CIIPOCUITL:
— Ecnu 651 Cso 13 He ObIJIa CO MHOH, CTaIX OBL 9TH JIOOU 3a HEHW OXOTUTLCA?
Ilanb Yao oHeMeJT 0T TaKOTo BOIIpoCa.

— OHU cYuTaT, 4YTO ceMbs 1311 X0UeT BHATh NOYb 3a MEHS — XOTS ceMbs [I5i1 U BIIpaBay Tak
IyMaeT, ¥ Tocygaphb TOXe 3Toro xodert. IToaToMy, yEnuTOXYB Cs10 [1311, OHM KOCBEHHO HAHOCAT yOap
10 BocTouHOMy [IBOPIly, 10 MHE — B 3TOM UX HacTOsIIasd Iieb. lHade 3a YTO UM PaCCUUTHIBATH
IIPOTUB MaJlIeHbKOU feBo4YKu Cs0 [1a1?

JIr XyH NpOTAHY PYKY 3a KYBIIMHOM, HO [JaHb Yao 0TOepHYI PyKYy:
— CnUIIKOM KpemnkKoe.
JIu XyH He cTaJl HacTauBaTh, B3TOXHYIL.

— 4 He ocobenno mobun Csio 13, o KpailiHel Mepe... IOHa4Yany He oueHb, — JIu XyH clenan nayay,
CKaszau:

— Ho Bce 3Tu pacCy€TH U CAENKU — [eJI0 rocyfaaps, ceMbu 1911 U ele MHOTUX 3aMHTePECOBaHHAIX
JIIOflel, OHa Ke ITPOCTO MaJjieHbKas IeBOYKa, KOTOPYIO IIPUCIIaly COPOBOXKAaTh MeHs. Co BpeMeHeM
B MOEM Cep/ille OHa CTajla KakK Mjaflias CecTpa, 1 S He AyMaJl, YTO 3TO IPUYNHUT el Bpe[.
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