[ITsup YKyH cpa3dy IOYYBCTBOBaI HafeXkKay, C OOHOU CTOPOHHI, 6e3yaepkHO moanuBas Jloy Uuxu
BUHA, C IPYTOM — YCEPIHO PeKJIaMUPYsI CBOM clieHapuii. Jloy Muxku JuIb Mojida yibibancs, J1eTKo
Iapupys B pa3roBope, U [0 KOHIIA Y2KKHa He [lajl eMy OIpPefeJIEHHOr0 OTBeTa.

Korpma oH BepHYJICS B OTeNb, yKe Oblna riny6okas HOub. V3-3a BEITUTOTO OH YyBCTBOBaJ HEOOJIbIIOE
HeZoOMOTaHue, II03TOMY OBICTPO MIPUHSJI OYII U HEIPHYJI 10T, OfEsiIO.

Bckope mocne Toro, Kak OH JIET, B ABEPh IocTydanu. Jloy M4uxu, ¢ TPyAOM IOTHSBIIUCEH C KPOBATH,
OTKPHUI IBEPD U yBUAEN u3aMoxaeHHoe nuuo Yy F0aHs u ero cierka nokpacHeBIINe I1a3a.

— YTto cnyuyunock? — Jloy MUy MTHOBEHHO IIPOTHAJI COH, BTSIHYJI €70 B KOMHATY ¥ C 6€CIIOKOMCTBOM
CIIPOCHIL.

Yy KOaHb He OTBETHUII, @ MEJIEHHO ITPUOIU3UIICS K €Tro Ilee, TOBETT HOCOM, TPUHIOXUBASICh, ¥ XPUILIIO
CIIPOCHII:

— Trr mn?
B ero rinasax mocTeneHHO 3aCTHIT XOJIOOHEBIA UHEH.

[[Tomomps] YTO menaTh, €Cau MOOUMBIM CTapIIUM TOBAPUIIL OTIIPABUII CMaWIMK YIbI0AI0IIeecs JIUI0?

[1800 sTax, aBTOpP TEMBI]
[ToOprrit Beuep.]

[MHe o4eHb TSAXKeJI0 Ha Aylle, HO PIOOM HET HUKOTO, C KeM MOXKHO OBIJIO OB TOTOBOPUTE, II09TOMY
X04y IIOTPEBOXKUTH BCEX. ]

[Hatre ¢ ToBapuilleM COTPYIHUYECTBO IIPOAOJIKAETCS y2Ke HEKOTOPOe BPeMsi, BCE MMPOXOIUT
IOBOJILHO T'IaJKO0. Bce roBOPST, UTO ST XOPOIIIO CIIPABIISIOCh, IIPEBHIIIAs UX OXKUIaHUS. 1 U IpaBaa u3-
3a 9TUX OLIEHOK 3a3HaBaJICs, CYMTasl, YTO CMOTY OTHATh CaMOT0 BHIOAIOIIET0CS TOBApHUIIa. ]

[Ho cerogus B Haley rpyiie NOSBUJICS €Ile€ OOUH OYeHb CUJIbHBEIM YyeoBeK. OH He yCTyIlaeT
CTaplIeMy TOBapHILYy II0 CHUJie, ¥ OHU OYEHb XOPOIIO COIUIKUCH. [10 cCpaBHEHHUIO C HUM MOU pabouune
Pe3ynIbTaThl IPOCTO Y2KACHO HEYKITIOXKU. S HaKOHEeIl 0CO3HaJl, HACKOJIbKO CMEIIIOH. |

[4 Tak cTapascs, HO BCE eIlé TaK [aeKo OT HEro.]

[ He MOTy CPaBHUTHCS CO CTAPIIMM TOBApHUIIEM, U HaxKe He MOT'Y CPaBHUTBLCS C TEM HYEeJI0BEKOM. ]
[UTto MHe menaTh?]

[[ToxainyiicTa, He yroBapuBalTe MeHs COAThCs, criacubo.]

[1801 aTax]

[ABTOp, MOYEMYy THI BCETa 3allMKIMUBAEIIbCS Ha OMHOM? ]

[TeI cam cKa3aJl, YTO He XOUelllb COaBaThCH. |

[Tak 4TO — KOHEYHO, TPOIOIXKail cTapaTbCs!]



[1802 atax]
[9x.]
[Ha camom pene, MOTy HEMHOTO IIOHATh YyBCTBa aBTOpA. ]

[3To Kak OynTO THI al€K OT JIIOOMMOT0 YejoBeKa, CKOJIbKO HU CTapaiicsi — He [NOCTaHellb, a PSIOM C
HUM MHOT'O TaKUX K€ BBIIAIOIUXCS JTI0OeH. |

[3aBumyerb u rpyCcTHIlb, OOUIILCS, UTO €T0 3a0epyT Apyrue, HO MPeKpacHo MOHUMAeIlb, YTO ceidac
He OOCTOHH ero.]

[3T0 uyBCTBO Geccumus... pa3Be He II0X0XKe Ha MOE COCTOsIHME, Korfa g ¢aHaTeto oT 3Be3sl! Her]
[1803 stax]

[ABTOD, THI IOI2KE€H BEPUTD, YTO TH U3OPAHHEIN, ¥ OIHAXKIEI TPEO0JIeelllh BCe TPYOHOCTH,
3al0IYYHUIIb CTAPIIETO TOBAPUINa ¥ B30UIEIIL HA BEPIIUHY XKU3HYU 3aKPHIBAs I'Jla3a U XBasls]

[1804 sTtax]
[Ha camom pene, MHe KaXKeTCs, aBTOP CIIUIIIKOM MHOTO ITepeXuBaeT. ]

[TeI BCE TOBOPUILE, YTO HE HOCTOUH CTApPILIEr0 TOBAPHILA, HO B YYBCTBaX [EJI0 HE TOJIBKO B TOM,
TIOOXOOUTE BB APYT OPYTY WX HET.]

[Kpome TorO, maxe eciu B pabouux CIIOCOOHOCTSIX THI YCTYyIaeIllb CTapIIeMy TOBAPHIIY, Y Tebs
HaBEPHSKA €CTh JIPYTHe CUIbHBIE CTOPOHHI. ]

[OTKyma THl 3Haelllb, YTO CTAPIIUU TOBApUII Te0Os He TI00UT?]

[1805 aTax]

[CornaceH ¢ npeasgyLIuM opaTopoM!]

[HeBaxHO, Kak, CHa4yasa IIepPeclu... TO eCTh, CHaualla Ipu3Haucs!]

[1806 sTax]

[ABTOp, HaBepHOE, MajlleHbKas IIPHHIIECCA, 3TO CTEK/ISTHHOE CEePAIle IIPOCTO IIPO3PavyHoe U XPYIKOe. ]

[TBoO¥ cTapiIuii TOBAPHUII] HEMHOI'O ITOPa00Tasl C KOJIJIETOH, a TH y2Ke IPefCcTaBIIselhb uxX
rPaHANO3HBEIA POMaH. ]

[JIyu1me ucmons3yi 3T0 CBOOOTHOE BpeMsi, YTOOB IIOOyMaTh, KaK ITPU3HATHCS CKIIAbIBas PYKH]
[1807 sTtax]

[ABTOD [eMCTBUTENILHO YYBCTBUTEIIbHEIN 1 SMOLMOHAIbHEIN, KaK [IeBUIla, HaBEPHOE, B JKU3HU OH
HEXHBIY 110y, KakK cecTpa JIuHb...]

[Ymornsio, 6ynpb pelruTenbHee, IpU3HaBaucs. |

[4, yuTalomuiil Tpen, yKe 3aAbIXatoch OT Tebs. ]



[1808 aTax, aBTOp TEMHI]

[4 mOHSI, YTO BBl ©UMEETE B BUAY, Criacu6o.]

[Ho HacuéT mpu3HaHUs... I 04eHb 60I0Ch, UTO HaxKe APY3bIMHU He OCTaHeMCS. ]
[[Tait MHE eIe moayMarTh. ]

[CTapmuii TOBapuIl MOLIEN YKUHATEL C APYroM. [1omoxkay, ToKa OH BePHETCS, ¥ IOUAY K HEMY,
TIOTOMY YTO CETONHS OH ITOYTH He obpalllayl Ha MeHS BHUMAaHUS, I 0YeHb 110 HeMY COCKYYHUJICS. ]

[KcTatu, 1 cepb€3HO IOyMas, BO3MOXKHO, Y MEHS OEeUCTBUTEILHO HET TallaHTa B 9TOU cdepe, KaK HA
cTapalcs, TPYOHO OJOCTHYh BEICOT CTApIIEro ToBapuila. MoxkeT, MHe Iorpo6oBaTh CMEHUTD
npodeccuio...?]

[B nmo6oMm cnyyae, s 06513aTEIbHO CTAaHy BHIAAIOIIMMCS YEJI0BEKOM, YeJI0OBEKOM, CITOCOOHBIM
3alIUTUTH CTAPILIEero TOBapHINa. |

[1809 sTax]

[ABTOp CNTUILIKOM YTIPSIM. ]

[Ho HacuéT cMeHHI TPodeCcCcuu... Hy2KHO TIIaTeIhHO BCE 00yMaTh. ]
[Kak OBl TO HM OBINIO, IEPXKUCH! ]

B HOYHOM KOMHATe T'OpeJI JIUIIh OOWH TYCKIIBIM CBET HAaCTOIbHOM JTaMIIbl, MATKUM XKENTHIA CBET Mafal
Ha [IBOUX, OUepPUYUBasi UX CUIYITHl HEKHBEIM cBeueHreM. OQHAKO B TaKOW MUPHOM U CIIOKOMHOMN
atMmocdepe ria3a Uy FOaHs cBepKaiy X0JIOOHKIM 6JIECKOM, KaK Y 3Beps.

Jloy M4ku COBEpPIIIEHHO 3TOTO He 3aMedvasl, COBEPIIEHHO eCTECTBEHHO IOANePK1UBast ero 3a IjIeyH,
BBEJI eT0 B KOMHATY U Jaxe Hanun Uy K0aHio cTakaH Bombl. OOBIYHO €My pPefiko yaoaBanoch
BCcTpeuaThecs ¢ [IIaup YKyHOM, ITO3TOMY CETOIHS Be4epOM, BCIIOMUHAS IIPOLIIOe, OH BITIHII
HECKOJIPKO TUIIHUX pPIoMOK. Celiyac, KaK TOIbKO OH 3aTOBOPHJI, €r0 I'0JIOC 3Bydall CJerka XpHIIJo.

— 41 BEIIIWIJI HECKOJIBKO PIOMOK C III9Hb YKyHOM.

OH ynoMSIHYJ 3TO BCKOJIb3b, HE XKeJlas Mogpo0Ho 06CyKaaTh, 3aTeM C 0€CIIOKOWCTBOM OCMOTPE
6nenHoe nmuilo Yy FOaHs ¥ ¢ TPEBOT0i CIIPOCHUIT:

— Yro ¢ T0060i#? Kakne-To mepexxuBaHus?

Yy IOaHb B TOT MOMEHT, Korfa JIoy Muxu moCMOTpes Ha HEero, cjierka OmyCcTus rojgoBy. OH OIyCTHUII
pecHUIIB, OBICTPO CKPBIBas xoj10 1 6e3ymue B ria3ax. OH 3Hau, 4yTo Jloy Muxu o0BIYHO He JTI00UT
nuTh. Ha npeppinymiem 6aHKeTe 10 Caydalo Hadana ChEMOK [lapsiero meda B HeGecaX, HECMOTPS Ha
TO YTO MHOXKECTBO aKTEPOB ¥ UHBECTOPOB IOJHUMAJIU TOCTH 3@ HETO, OH YIIOPHO HE IPUTPOHYJICS HU
K Karie CIupTHOro. K cyacTeio, ero oTHOIEeHHE OBII0 MSATKUM M BEXKJIMBBEIM, [TI09TOMY HUKTO HE
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI HEYOOBOJILCTBHUS.

[To aTOMy 3mHM30[y y2Ke MOKHO OBII0 CynuTh 00 oTHOImeHUH JIoy Muxu k ankoromio. Uy FOaHb
HUKOTHA He BUAeN, YTOOH OH mul. FHOrma riny00KoM HOYbIO OH TOXKe cMeJi0 paHTa3upoBa O TOM,
KaK CTapIIMi TOBAPWII MIbSIHEET, TOTa JyMaJl, YTO HUKOTa He YBUOUT 3TOr0, HO HEOXKUIAHHO
ceryac ero xkejaHue UCIIOTHUIOCE.



Jléerkoe onbgHenne Jloy Muxu npoussesno Ha Yy F0aHs eme Gonbiliee BliedaTieHNe, Y4eM OH
IIPeNICTaBIIAN, 3aCTaBJIsgs €r0 ObIIaTh BCE dalre. JIoy Muxu, BEepOosiTHO, TOJIbKO YTO MPUHSJ AYII, OT
HEro MCXOMIUJT 3HAaKOMBIY MPUSTHHIM apoMarT refis ajis ayira. CBoOOIHbIM XamaT Okl HeOpexKHO
3aBsi3aH Ha TaJIMH, OTKPBIBask HEOOJIBINYIO YaCTh TPYAU U KITIOUUITEL. ETo BOTOCH OBLIM PaCTPENaHH,
YyésKa Jefiajia ero MOJIOXKe, a CJierka IIOKPaCHEBIINE OT aJIKOT0JIsl YTOJIKY T'Jla3 U HEMHOTO
pacpoKycupoBaHHBIY B3TJIA[ IpUAaBaayu 0OBIYHO CAEPKAHHOMY U CTPOTOMY €My BHE3aITHYIO
JIEHUBYI0 CEKCYaIbHOCT.

I-Iy KOaH1o HPaBHUIICA TaKou J'on W41, HO KaK TONBKO OH ImopgyMarl, 94TO TOT CTaJl TAKUM
co0JTa3HUTEILHEIM 13-3a [1I9Hb ‘I}KyHa, ero cepaoue 000KTTIa APOCTH, r[epermeTéHHaﬂ C PEBHOCTRBIO.

Hemon B myme Yy KOaHs 3ameBenuncs. [Jonroe BpeMs eMy IPUILIOCH TOJABIISITh BCE HETaTHBHbIE
SMOIIWH, TTPeXKe YeM OH XPUIIIO ITPOTOBOPHUIT:

— CrapIui TOBapHIll, pa3Be Thl HE MbEMIH?

— MHe He HpaBUTCSA NUTH, HO 3TO HE 3HAYUT, 4TO A He Mory, — paccmesncd Jloy Muxu. — II3Hb
YXKyH penko mpuriaiiaeT MeHs, KOHe4YHO, HYKHO CHeNlaTh eMy OLOJIKEHUe.

Yy FOaHb CHOBA OIYCTHJI T'OJIOBY U IIOTPY3UJICS B MOTYaHHUE.

Jloy U4y CUTIBHO YOUBUIICS, IPOTSHYT PYKY, 4ToOH B39Th Uy FOaHs 3a mog0bopoaoK, XKenas
pasrianeTh ero JIUILO, ¥ CIIPOCUIT:

— Yto ¢ To00# ceromHs, TaKOM CTPaHHEIN? BCE BpeMs crpalirBaellb 0 MOUX [IeJIaX, CaM BBITTISIUIIb
03a004YeHHBIM, HO HUYET0 He TOBOPUIIIb...

Jloy Muxwu, XMypsiCh, BOpYaJl, ¥ KakK TOJIbKO KOCHYJICA ek Uy F0aHs, TOT pe3Ko CXBaTUII ero 3a
3ansicthe. Cuna B pyke Uy FOaus Oviia nmyratomieit, y Jloy Muxu make BO3HUKIIO OIIyIIEHUE, YTO
3amsicThe BOT-BOT pa3maBuT. bosee Toro, oH mouyBcTBOBas, 4To Yy FOaHb cnerka ApoxkuT. X0JIof U
JIETKasl OPOKb 3TOMH 0OJIBIION PYyKHU IepefaBaluch yepes 3alsiCThe, MOJI3TIU BBEPX 10 PYKe, U B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB 3aCTaBUJIU APOTHYTh U cepaue Jloy Uuxu.

OH MTHOBEHHO IIOTEPSIT caMooOaganue, pacTepssuHo 00Hs1 Uy KOaHs ¥ TOPOIITIMBO CIIPOCHIT:
— Cs0 Yy, uTo ¢ To60#?

Yy HOaHsb, c10BHO u3beras u3ydarlero B3rigana JIoy Muxu, BOCIIOIE30BaIC MOMEHTOM U KPEIKO
00XBaTHJI €r0 3a Talauio, TTy00KO CIIpATaB rOJIOBY y HeTo Ha Inee. OH CXKUMaJl BCE CUJIbHEe, CJIOBHO
IBITAsICh BOaBUTh Jloy MukKu B CBOE Tejl0, HO He IPOPOHUT HU CJIOBA.

Jloy M4ku CTalo HEMHOTO TPYOHO OBIIIATE, OH C JUCKOM(MOPTOM HAXMYPHUJIICS, HO 0€33ByYHO
no3Bojua Yy K0aHio 3Ty rpy0ocTh. BMeCTO 3TOT0 OH yCIIOKauBarollle IMOTaguil ero 1o rojioBe u
MSATKO CKa3a:

— YT0 XKe BCe-TaKu CIIy4YusIoch? Xo4dellb pacCka3aTb MHeE?

Yy FOanr nomosyasa HeKOTOpoe BpeMs, IIpeXe 4eM C TPYLOM BhITOBOPUIL:
— Bcé B mopsmke.

3aTeM TyT ke moOaBuI:

— 4 xouy mocmiymaTth, 0 Y4EM FOBOPUT CTaApPIINX TOBAPHUII.



— O 4éM roBopuTh?

— O TOM, YTO MPOUCXOAUIIO CErOfHs, Korna Tebs He Ob110 psagoM co MHOM. O... TBoux fenax ¢ [Isub
YKyHOM.

Jloy Vuxu ObLI B ITOJIHOM HEOYMEHUU, HEYBEPEHHO IPOMOJIBIIIL:
— CeropHsl HUYero 0co0EHHOT0 He CIy4usoch. Mel ¢ [IIaabs YKYHOM IIPOCTO MUK U OOJITaH.

OH 3agymasicd Ha MTHOBEHME, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB CHAJICA U pacckasa o ToM, 4To 198 YKyH
IIPUTJIACHUJI €T0 K COTPYAHUYECTBY B QUIIEME.

— [Ianap YKyH meHCTBUTENIBHO IPUTTIACUIT MEHS CHSTHCS B ero GuibMe, HO g eIllé He [aJl CorIacus,
HY2KHO CHayaJla IIPOYUTATh CIleHapuH, Ipexkye 4YeM pelaTh.

Pyka Yy FO0aHa, o0xBaTHBIIIas €ro Tajuio, IBHO Pe3K0 cxkasack. OH XPHUIIJIO CITPOCHIT:

— [Touemy oH mpurnaiiaeT Te0s1 COTPYOHUYATH?
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