Jloy Uuxu, 9yBCTBYS ce0st YHUKEHHO, IPUKPEUT JIUI0 PYKOH. B royioBe y HEro LapwuJiI IOJTHEIN Xaoc:
TO OH XOTEJI KeCTOKO u36uTh UxaH [[3uHKaHs, TO MedTal pa3BepPHYThCA U cOexkaTh. M3-3a Tako
CMEXOTBOPHOMU U y2KaCHOM OmUOKY OH I'IyOOKO CTHIAUIICS CMOTPETH B I'ta3za Uy FOaHto.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, COOpPaB BCIO CBOIO XpaOpPOCTh, HAKOIJIEHHYIO 3a BCIO XKW3Hb, OH 3alIMHASICh ¥ TUXO
mpoOopMOTaIt:

— Cs0 Yy... ... ... IpoCTH...

Jloy Muxku HaKOHeIl OIIyCTUJI PyKy, HO Io-IpexkHeMy u3beran B3rnsaaa Yy HOans, ero rinasa Gerani.
Ero nu1o 3anuiock pyMsHIIEeM, JIUHHbBIE TYCThIe PECHUIIBI TPEeMeTasy, Tia3a Okl BIaXKHEIMUA —
PEOKOCTHOE 3penullle ero yI3BUMOU U 3aCTEHYUBOU CTOPOHHI.

YBumeB Takoro, COBEPIIEHHO HEITOX0KEero Ha 00bYHOr0 ce0sl cTapiero ToBapuina, cepame Yy FOaus
OellIeHo 3aK0JI0TUIOCh, 1 OH MI'HOBEHHO OTOPOCHII TPOYb HEOOJIBIIOE HEJIOBKOe ommyineHue. OH TyT
XKe puaBUHYICS K JIoy N4y U, TOIB3ysICh MOMEHTOM, MTPUHSIJICS U300paXKaTh XKam0OHKIH BUI:

— Crapimmi ToBapul... HeyxKenu B TBOEM cepflie S TaKOM YeJIoBeK?...

Jloy Muxu, KOHEYHO XKe, 3allaHUKOBAJI, TIOCIIEITHO IPUTSIHYII eT0 K ce0e B 00BATHS U, KaK
MaJieHbKOTro pe6EHKa, Hauasl HeXKHO IOXJIONMbIBATE II0 I1JIedy, TOBTOPSS:

— Her, Het! {1 Bcerga 3Has, 4TO Thl XOPOLIUY ITapeHb, MHAYE He CTaj Obl TeOS YUUTh. OTa UCTOPHSL...
3TO IIPOCTO HEJOpa3yMeHue.

YemMm Ooriblre OH TOBOPMUII, TEM CUJIBHEE CTAHOBUJIACh €T0 HEYBEPEHHOCTE, U OH MOT" TOJILKO N30 BCEX
CHUJI IPUZKKUMATE K cebe 4eI0BEKa B CBOUX OOBSTHUSIX, ITBITASICh IrnepenarTsb CBOE YYBCTBO BHUHHEI.

Yy FOaHb, BIIOJIHE NOBOJIBHBIN, YTKHYJICS JIUIIOM B TPYMAb CTApPIIero TOBapHIIa, ero riiasa
OCTEKJIEHEJIO YCTaBUIUCh Ha 00HaXKEHHbIE TPYAHBIE MBI, 1 OH XPUILIO TPOU3HEC:

— Pa3 9T0 Heplopa3ymeHue, TO Teephb CTAPUINK TOBAPHUII] COTTIACEH OBITH CO MHOU?
Jloy M4xu crerka omnelnsi, HaXMYpPUJICS U MOTPY3UJICI B pa3gyMbsl.
Yy K0aHb, mOYyBCTBOBAB €ro KojebaHus, TyT XKe cKa3a:

— CrapIimi TOBapuIll caM TOBOPHUJI, UTO COTJIaCHUIIBCS OBITH CO MHOM, €CJIH S Pa30PBY OTHOIIEHUS C
Huup Ykao. Teneps TH 3HAEIb, YTO ¥ HAC C HUM He TaKKWe OTHOIIEHHUS. 3Ha4YUT, MBI yXKe I1apa,
BEPHO?

I‘Iy KOanp YKpaHKOﬁ IIOOHSJI TOJIOBY B €T0 O0BATHIX U CMOTpPeEJI Ha HETO YHUCTHIM, IIOJIHBIM O2KUOAHU A
B3rjisigoM.

Jloy Nuxwu Bce eme Mennui, u Torga 4y FOaHb yIpy4€HHO CKa3a:

— Pa3 Tak, Torma g Bcé-Taku nopBYy OoTHOIIEeHUd ¢ LluHb Ykao. Pa30pBy OTHOIIEHUS OTLIa U CHIHA.
Jloy Muxku OBLI IOTPSICEH.

— YT0 3a I'/IyIIOCTH THl TOBOPUIIIH?

Yy FOaHb TBEPHO U rTyO00KO CMOTPEJI Ha HETo, B €T0 B3TJIAe YUTalach Mopa3uTeNibHas YIEPTOCTb U
PEeLIIMOCTE:



— Bcé, 4To 3ax04eT cTapliuii TOBAPHUIL, S TOTOB cenaTh. Kakue ObI OTHOIIEGHUS Y MEHS HU OBIITH C
Luub Yka0 — He BaXKHO, TJIaBHOE Pa30pBaTh. TOTHA TH CMOXKEIh OBITh CO MHOH, f1a?

Cepaue Jloy Muxu comporuynock. Takas MojiHas 3aBUCUMOCTh 0T Hero Uy Oans Tponyna ero. Ero
rpynb OyATO HAMOTHUIACH MSATKOW MYIIMCTON BaTOM, TEIJION U HEXKHOM, M 3TO YYBCTBO IIOCTEIIEHHO
pacIpoCTpaHusIoCs o BceMy Teny. [Ipensinyiye HeJIOBKOCTh U COMHEHUSI TUX0 PAacCesJIuCh, B Aylile
OCTaJIUCh JIUIIh HapacTalollas HeKHOCTh U JTI000Bb.

OH, crenyst IOPEIBY cepalia, ¢ 6eCKOHEeYHOM HEKHOCThIO MOTIafuII ero M0 MakyuIke. Ero B3ris Obll
CIIOKOEH U TTy00K, HO B HEM Tauiach Oe3rpaHWyHast IPUBSI3aHHOCTE:

— He rosopu riaymnocren.
Yy FOans, He 0TCTyIIas, IPOLOJIKUII JOIBITEIBATHC:
— Torpa ckaxu MHe, KaKue ceddac y HaC OTHOLLIeHus?

Jloy U4xu cierka 3alpoKUHYJ TOMOBY, 3aAyMYUBO YCTAaBUBIIKUCH B TOTOJIOK, ¥ OBIJIO HETIOHSITHO, O
yéM oH gyMaetT. Uy FOaHb HEBOJIbHO CUJIbHEE 00XBATHII €T0 3a TajuIo, IPUKAJICS K ero I'pyau u
CMOTpEJI CHU3Y BBEPX, €T0 Cepflle TPeleTasno OT IPefeIbHOr0 BOJTHEHUS.

— Iymato, MHL... — Jloy Muxku ciierka HaxMypuiI OPOBH, Pa3MBIIUISASI, — 3TO...

He 3akoHYUB (ppa3y, OH BOPYT Pe3KO OMYCTHUJI TOJIOBY U JIETKO KOCHYJCcA rybamu ry6o Uy Kans.
[TorenoBas ero, Jloy Muxu HEKHO IIOCMOTPEJT Ha HEero, PacIIbUICS B YPE3BEIYAWHO HEXKHOM YIHIOKe
Y JIAIIb IOTOM HECIEIIHO 3aKOHYMI (ppasy:

— ...ITapa.

9TOT moIenyi ObIJT MUMOJIETHHIM, HO ITOI0OHO yparaHy MpoHEccs 1Mo BceMmy Teny u gyire Yy FOaHs.
Ha MrHoBeHUe OH, Ka3aj0Ch, IOTEPSIJI BCe IPYrHe YYBCTBA U CIIOCOOHOCTH MBICTIUTD, BCE €T0
CYIIECTBO 3aXBATUJIO JIUIIb HEXKHOE TPUKOCHOBEeHUE TY0.

Yy KOaHb MMPOKO PACKPHII I'Jla3a OT UCIYTa, ero JIUI0 BHpaxkaso HemoBepue. CIyCTs JOroe BpeMs,
IO UTPUBHIM ¥ TEIIBIM B3rIsigoM JIoy M4y, OH HaKOHEI[ IPUIIE B ce0si, ¥ TOT/Ia ero JIUIO C
BUIMMOMN CKOPOCTBIO GBICTPO ITOKPACHEIO.

— Cr-crapmui ToBapuil... — OH OBIJT TaK B3BOJIHOBAH, YTO HE MOT CBsI3aTh cjioBa. OrpoMHas PamoCTh
3axJIeCTHYJa ero, Bo30yxKaeHue ObIO0 TAKUM CUJIBHBIM, YTO OH CJIOBHO OKa3aJiCcs BO CHE.

Yy lOaHsb, He B cuiax caepKaTh YyBCTBa, CIleTKa HafgaBull U nepesepHy Jloy Muxu Ha KkpoBaTs. OH,
TSK€eJI0 [bllIa, ITPUKaJICSI K HEMY CBEpPXY, OTHasHHO CTapasich OBITh O61IMXKe, HO 3TOT0 BCE PABHO
Ka3aJioCh HelOCTaTOYHO, OH XOTEJI CPaCTUCh C HUM BOEOUHO.

Yy FOans comen u Tepcs o JIoy Muxku, CIOBHO 1IeHOK, OellleHO BUJISIOMINI XBOCTOM, YTOOB YTOOUTH
x0351uHy. [1o HauTHIO0 OH GECITOPSIHOYHO LIeJI0BaJI IIEl0 U IMIEKY CTapILIero ToBapuila, 6opmMoya:

— Crapimi ToBapuil, TE cernyac MOCTYIUII CIUIIKOM He4eCTHO...

Jloy M4y mpHUIypuics, yooOHO yCTPOUBILIKCH ITOM HUM, B pacciiabeHHOM T03€e, OH flaXke BpeMs OT
BPEMEHHU MTOJHUMAIl PYKY, YTOOHI IOTJIAUTh €T0 10 TONIOBE, ¥ CO CMEXOM CITPOCHIT:

— YT0 HeuecTHOro?



— IIpocTo... — Yy K0aHb neinaoimM B3rISA0M YCTaBUJICS Ha HEr0, HeBOJIbHO 00/IU3HYB I'yOH, — OT
3TOr0 MHEe O4eHb X0UeTCs COeslaTh KOe-uTo IJIOXOe.

Jloy Muxu crerka MpUIIOTHSI OPOBb, IIYTIUBO TKHYII €r0 B HOC:

— Pa3 3Haemb, YTO 3TO MJI0X0, TOTHA HE IIalu.

Yy FOaHb HEIOBOJIbHO ITPOOOPMOTAT:

— Pa3Be MHI yke He napa?

Jloy Muxwu, He 3Bas, MjlakKaTh U CMESAThCS, B3OOXHYII:

— {1 BepBBIE BCTPEYalCh C MyK4YMHOMU, ThHI JOJIXKEH JaTh MHE BpeMs IIPUBLIKHYTE.
Yy KOanb noBpailian TEMHEIMM 3padkaMy ¥ HaKOHeIl HEOXOTHO CKa3all:

— JlapgHo yX.

— Ho... — Ero rna3a 3acBepkanu, — OJUH 0Ly MOXKHO?

Cka3zaB 3To, He loKKAasich oTBeTa JIoy Muxu, oH BIMICS B Hero rybamu. HeTeprienuBeiii MOnIonou
nocyiefoBaTesb 6eCopsifOYHO IIPUKa ero K KpOBaTH CTPACTHHIM IOIeIyeM, UX MATKHE BIaKHBIE
ryObI TPy00 TEPIUCH OPYT O APYra, 3yOBI ClleTKa MOKYCHIBAIM, IPUUUHSS TYIIyI0 O0Jb U
OTHOBPEMeHHO Mpobyxkmaas 6osee rmyboKoe KelaHue, SI3BIKK UTPAIN U IepeIieTanuch. B meimy
CXBATKM [laxke TOHKAs cepeOpucTas HUTOYKA CJIIOHBEI Me[JIEHHO MOTEeKa Mo mogoopoaky Jloy Muxmu.

WX Tena mepennenuch, CTPACTHOE TSAXKENOe JbIXaHue HAIMOJHUIIO KOMHATY, OT HUX MEeIIeHHO
HCXOMIW OPA3HAIINM, XKapKUK DIEP.

Kak pa3 xorga atmocdepa cTaHOBUIach BCE 6osee uHTUMHOM, Uy FOaHb BOPYT HAMpArcs, 3aTeM
pe3Ko OTIpsHYI 0T JIoy M4XkKuY U ¢ HeIPUATHEIM BhIpaXKeHUEeM JIUIlA YCeJICA Ha KOJIEHU B HOoTax
KPOBaTH.

Jloy Uuxwu, He noHUMAS, YTO IIPOUCXONUT, IIPUTIOTHAJICS, BEITED POT U XPUILIIO CIIPOCUIL:
— YTo cny4yunocs?

Yy FOans cMoTpen Ha Jloy Muxku ¢ HEMBIM YKOPOM, HO JOJIT0 He TOBOPWUJI HU CJIOBA.

— YTO0 B KOHIIE KOHIIOB CIIy4YHUJIOChH?

Yy FOaHb ¢ CTpaHHBIM BhIpaXKeHHUEM JIKIa, HEJIOBKO 00BSICHUII:

— ¢l TONBKO YTO... BHE3allHO BCIIOMHHUJI, YTO THI TOBOPHUJI IIPO MEHS ¥ MOET0 OTIA...

U TyT ero oxsaTui cTpax.

Jloy Muxu: ...

Yy K0aHb yOpy4y€HHO 0OHS €ro 3a TaJuio ¥ TUXO YIPEKHYII:

— Crapumii ToBapHlIll, 3TO BCE THl BUHOBAT.

Jloy M4y mo4yBCTBOBAJ CUIBHYIO BUHY:



— ...Ilpoctu, paspa.

— 3Hayurt... — Yy FOaHb MHOTO3HAUYUTENILHO IIOCMOTPEJT Ha HET'0, BHE3AITHO CJIeTKa CKPUBUJII T'yOHI B
HECKOJIbKO XUTPOH yIbEIOKe. 3aTeM OH B3s1 pyKy Jloy U4uxku U Me[jieHHO IpUXKal eé K CBOeEMY
IIPOMEKHOCTH, COOTa3HUTEIHLHBEIM TOHOM CKa3aB:

— CrapIuuii TOBAPHII, TH JOJIKEH MEHS KOMIEHCHPOBATE.
Yy FOaHb ¢ HETEPIEHHEM CMOTPeIT Ha HeTro, ero PyKu ToxKe OeCIIOKONHO Iapuny mo Teny Jloy Muxu.

Jloy M4Ku ¢ yCMEIIKOM MIPUIIONHST OpPOBb, HO 0€3:KaT0CTHO OTIIJIENAJl €T0 PYKH, CIIOKOMHO
yINbI0asiCh:

— IIpo KoMIeHcalnuio IOTOBOPUM IMO3Xke. A ceituac Tebe Imopa Bo3BpaIlaThCs CIIATh.

Yy IOaHb TyT Xe cka3all:

— CeropHs g 6yny cnath ¢ TOOOH.

[Tpou3sHecs 3TO, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO, KAXKETCs, IIEPELIEN IPAHULIbI, ¥ CJIaObIM T'0JI0COM HO0aBUIT:
— JlagHO?

— He nagHo, — TBEpPHO oTBeTUI JIoy Muxu.

Ha o6sruno 6ecctpactHoM nutie Uy KOaHs He ObLIO SBHBIX U3MEHEHUH B BEIpaXKeHUH, HO YTOIKU €T0
ry0 OIyCTUIKCh, OPOBU HAXMYPHUJIUCh, OH BHITJISAEN ITOTEPSIHHEIM, KaK OpPOIIEHHBIN IIIEHOK, faXe
BOOOpakKaeMbIl XBOCT II03a[iX HETr0 MTOHUK.

J'[oy Nuxu MaCTEPCKHU IIPUMEHUJTI TAKTHUKY YOAPUTDh MaJIKOM, a IIOTOM OaTh IIPAHUK. OH HEeXHO
IIoTpeIal ero MAarKue qéprIe BOJIOCHI, YCIIOKAKWBaA, KaK I'JIadsAT JOMAIIHET 0 IIMTOMIIA:

— Pa3Be MHI He JOTOBOPUIMCH JaTh MHE BpEMS YCIIOKOUThCSA? Bynb yMHULIEH, ©Ou Ha3and. 3aBTpa
BEYEPOM IIPUXONU KO MHE.

— IlpaBpa? — Yy KOaHb mONHBINM HaleXK/Ibl YCTABUIICS Ha HETO.

— Koneuno, — Jloy Muxu ¢ TEMIOH yNBIOKOM JIETKO MOIIENIOBAT €T0 B YTOJIOK I'y0, OCTIe Yero
HEeTepIIeNIUBLIM MOJIONOH IOCIeq0BaTe b CHOBA MIPUKAJI €T0 K KPOBATH U IIOMSIJI, IPeXK/e YeM
HEOXOTHO OTIIYCTHII.

YV Jloy U4xu BOKPYT pTa Obl7Ia €Tro CJII0HA, OH TSKeJI0 [AbIIIa U CKa3al:
— JlagHo, OBICTPO BO3BpAIaics.

— Vry. CnokoiiHO¥ HOYY, cTapuuy ToBapul], — Yy KOaHp HEXXHO U IPUITUITYUBO IIOTEPCS IIEKOU O
ero Ielo, a Iepef] yX040M 0CTaBUJI IIIyOOKUY HEXKHEIH NOLeNlyl y Hero Ha j0y.

Haxkownern IIPOBOAOUB 3TOT0 MYYUTEJIbHOTO MAaJIEHbKOTI'O HETOOHHUKA, J'on HNuxu 6e3BOJIBHO ITOBAIHIICS
Ha KPOBATh ¥ 3aM€p, YCTAaBUBIIKCE B ITIOTOJIOK.

Ero ®Kus3Hb [0 CUX II0P, BO3MOZXKHO, CO CTOPOHEI Ka3aJlaCh TaKoOu HpKOfI 1 HeoOBIYHOM, HO Ha CaMOM
gejie OH OBLTT O4YEeHb CKY4YHBIM 49€JIOBEKOM, BCerga CJIEJOBABIIMM II0 HAMEYEHHOMY XKU3HEHHOMY IIYTH.
OH Bcerga OBLIT OUCIHUIIIIMHUPOBAHHBIM U CTPOTUM K Ce6e, CYHMTaJl, YTO HUKOI'a He ITePeXOoaul



T'DaHUID U HE GYHTOBaJI, HO TeIleph OH IIOATBEPOUII POMAaHTHUYECKHNE OTHOIIEHNA C M}DK‘-IPIHOﬁ II0O4YTH
Ha JeCsThb JIET MOJIOXKeE ce0s.
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