— I'me TOT cTpaHHbIM peOeHOK, KOTOPHIU Y Bac 3hech xkuBeT? C pa3HbIMU I'/TazaMmu? [loueMy ero He
BUHO? — CIIPOCHUJIA OHM.

Yupasnsromuit JInHE cpa3y MOHSII, 0 KOM UOET Pedb, U MOCIEIINnIT OTBETUTh:
— K coxarnenuto, oH 3abomer.

Baii [lTunsii, npAMON U pPe3KUH, He yoepXKalcs:

— Tak 6vicTpo 3abonen? Eule Buepa oH Geran mo ynuiam!

— 9-9... 'ocnopguH baui... — Hag3upaTtesb 3aMsJiCs.

— YTo TH MaAMIUIIL? Mo# 6paTt mpoCcTo U3 JII0OOIBITCTBA XOTEN B3TJIAHYTh. HeyKenu 3a 9T0 ToXe
HAOO IIaTUTL?

Cyns o BeIpaxkeHwuto nuiia bait [[Iunast, oH SBHO MOHSJ, YTO €T0 IBITAl0TCS 00MaHyTh. OH ornIsigen
OBOP U B3TJIAHYJ Ha OBEPh, U3 KOTOPOM TOIBKO UTO BHIIIE] Hafi3UPAaTETb.

— Kak s cMero!.. — ynpasngronui JIMHE YKpagKoU IIOCMOTpPeIT Ha OPOBSHON capay U IIOHAJI, 4TO
CKPHIBATh OecIrojie3Ho. — Buepa oH ocnyImancs, u ero Bumoponu. Ceiyac OH BHITTISAUT...
HenopmoOaroIe. boioch 0CKOpOUTH BalllK I'JIa3a, FOCIOofa.

— I'me oH? { pocCTO B3rJISAHY.

Korpma merno momio [0 3TOro, YIpaBisoileMy JIMHIO TPUIIIOCh OLICTPHIMHU IITaTaMHU IOJOUTH K Capalo
U TUXO OTKPHITh JE€PEBSIHHYIO IBEPb.

JIro YyHMMH MTOCJIeoBal 3a HUM, IIEPECTYIIHII TOPOT ¥ MTOMOPIIHUICS OT 3alaxa CRHIPOCTH U KPOBH,
yOapHBIIETro B HOC. Y CTEHH KTO-TO JIeXKaJjl, CBePHYBIIKCh KalIauMKOM CIIMHOHN K HUM, Ha IPSI3HOM
TPSIIIbe HeolpeIeIeHHOTO 1[BETA, CIIOBHO CIIal.

W3-3a TsKEIoH XKHU3HK €ro TeJIo Ka3aJIoCh COBCEM MaJIeHbKMM, 00JIbIlle TOX0XKKMM Ha pebeHKa, yeM
Ha IOJIPOCTKA.

Ha ero y3kux nnedax ¥ CIIHHe BUJHEJIUCH CJIe[Hl OT IJIeTel, HEKOTOpHIe ellle CBeXkue, C KPOBLIO, He
ycreBlen 3aTAHyThCS. He OBIII0 HU KJTOUKa 3[[0POBOM KOXKH.

Baii [llunsi ToXKe BOLIENT BHYTPb:
— YT0 5T0 33 MecTo? YeM 37ech TaK BOHSIET?

— IIpoury mpoienus, rocrnoga. OORIYHO CIOla HUKTO He 3aX0OUT. TOIbKO KOTa CIIYTH HEeIOCITYIIHI,
UX IIPUBOMST Clofa, — MOoAm000CTPacTHO YABIOHYICS yIpaBisionui JInHb u TonKHYT L1oi YsHbUKOY
3a mevo. — 91, Cso Lrou, npoceinaiics! BcraBan!

[Tro11 YsHBYKOY BHYTPEHHE 3aCTOHAJL.
OH NpUTBOPUJICA CISIIUM IIE€peN CaMbIM OTKPHITUEM OBEPU, Hafiesach, 4To JIto YyHMUH yupaer.
[laxe ecnu B ero cepAle U ocTanach TOCKa [0 HEMY, 4TO C TOT0?

On YXKe HOFY6I/IJ'[ I‘IYHMI/IHa B HpOH.U'[OfI XKHN3HU — KdK OH CMe€T CHOBA BCTPETUTLCHA C HUM? TaKOMy
HEeCYaCTJIMBOMY 4Y€JIOBEKY, KaK OH, JIY4YIll€ NeP2KaThbCs II0dallbIle.



K TOMY XK€ MX HEIHEITHHNE CTAaTyChl — KaK He0o u 3eMJIsd. 3aueM €My HEHY2XKHEIE MEUTaHUA, KOTOPEIE
IIPUHECYT JINIIb CTpaJIaHI/IH?

Ho ynpasnsiomuit JInHb TPSIC €r0 TaK CUIIBbHO, a JIto YyHMUH CTOSITT HEMOJABUKHO, SIBHO HE cOOUPasich
yxonutb. [TpuTBOPATHCS manblie Ob110 Gecrnone3no. K ToMy ke paHbl 6051eu Tak CUIILHO, YTO OH He
MOT CepXKaThb APOXKb, U IPUTBOPSTHCS CISLIUM 0OJIbIIe He I0JIy4Yaioch.

— Csio Ltout, 6bicTpee BcTaBai! [T0KIOHKUCH MMLBEL U TOCIIOfUHY Baro!
—Y-ynpasnsawmuii JIUHE...

LIroit YsHBYKOY CHEIIas BU[, UTO TOJILKO YTO OYHYJICS OT 6eCraMsTCTBa, C TPYHIOM IIePeBepHYIICS U
ceJl, OMMpasiCh Ha gpoxkalue pyku. OMyCTUB TOJI0BY, OH MEMJIEHHO OIMO0J3 K HUM Ha KOJIEHSX.

[Taru npubIU3UIKCDH, U TIEePeN ero OMYIIeHHBIM B3T/ISIO0M ITOSBUJINCh PACIIUTHIE CIIMBAMU IIapYOBLIE
Tynu.

— IIpuBeTCTBYIO MINL3EL...

He ycneB qoroBOpuUTh, OH ITOUYBCTBOBAJI, Kak B ropJie TIOOHSJICS CllafKOBaThHIM IPUBKYycC. [Tocne
BYepalllHel IOPKX KPOBb 3aCTOSI/Iach B TOPIIE.

OH He ycCrell CAePZXKaTbCA U PE3K0 KAJIAHYJT — CT'YCTOK KPOBH BHITITIECHYJICA Ha 0eIoCHEeXKHEIe
qu)J'II/I, MI'HOBEHHO OKPAaCHB UX B ﬂpKO-&J’IbII:I oBeT.

Yrpasnstomuii JIMHE B yKace TPOMKO BCKPUKHYIT 1, TIPeX/e YeM 3HATHEIE TOCTH YCIIeNn
Pa3THeBaThCS, YIAPUI eT0 IO JUIIY:

— I'pa3uaga tBaps! IlocMoTpy, 4TO TH Hapesnan!

LIro#t YsHBYKOY OT yHapa IoBanuics HaboK, BEIIIIOHY ellle JBe MOPLUUY KPOBH U, e[iBa [IbIIIA,
6ecroMOIIHO OMyCTUICS Ha 1mo. OH CIIbIIIaj, KakK yIpaBusomui JINHb YMOJISAI 3a HETO MPOLIEHUS U
IIPUKA3kIBAJl €My BCTaTh ¥ U3BUHUTHCS.

I poxatieil pyKou OH IOTSIHYJICS, YTOOBI CTEPETH KPOBH C TY(DEb.

— He Hapo, — pa3garsncs 3HaKOMBIY I0HOIIECKHH T'0JI0C CBepXy. — Kak Te0s 30ByT?
OH cxaJ naniblbl, CHOBa BCTAJl Ha KOJEHU U TUXO OTBETUJI, He IIONHUMAS T'OJIOBHL:
— 9T0T pab... Lot YaHbUKOY.

Ybs-TO PyKa B3siJIa €T0 3a JIOKOTh, IIOAIepKKUBas, a Ipyras pyKa IMOOHSIIA ero MoA00pOI0K, 3aCTaBUB
BCTPETUTHCS B3TTISIOM.

B sTou BCTPeYEe BIrIAO0B OECATHUIIETHA ITPOMEJIBKHYIIN B OMTHO MIHOBEHHE.

Ecnu 6wl He TOOEI IIPpH OBOPE, HAYUYHUBIINE €TI0 COXPAaHATh HEBO3MYTUMOCTb, Lrom I‘ISHI:;‘-I}KOY,
BO3MOZKHO, pacCIlyiaKaJICA OBI OT HaXJIBIHYBIIHUX YYBCTB.

9To NHUIIO0, 9Ta Nerkas yIbi0Ka — Bce ObIIO TaK 3HAKOMO.

Ka3zasocs, 0H CHOBa B akafgeMuu LI3MHBCH, Toe MOJIONOM rOCIOnuH 10 ¢ KOMIaHKMeH 3arHajl ero B
YTOJI, IOBa/IMIT Ha 3€MJTI0 ¥ OCe[jiajl, KaK JIoIIab.



XoTsi OH ¥ OBIJT ACTPOJIOTOM, JTUYHO Ha3HAYEHHHIM UMIIEPATOPOM, ero poOKuUi BUL [ejaj ero
uaearbHON MUIIEHbIO IS U3[IeBaTENIbCTB CO CTOPOHKI M30aI0BaHHEIX MOJIOOEIX aPHCTOKPATOB,
KOTOpBIE 3HAJIM, YTO OH He I0XKaIyeTcs.

OH He IOHMMaAJI, B 4YeM IIPOBHUHUIICA, 1 MOT' TOJIBKO Ch€XKHUTHCS, IIPHUKABIITNCE K 3€eMIJIE.

Y Torma 13-3a MOBOPOTA rajiepen BHILIEN TOT CaMbIM IOHOIIA, TPOrHal OOMOYHUKOB U C TOU XKe
yNBIOKO#M crrpocuit: «AcTposor [Ioon?»

OH nopHSAI T/1a3a, IOoJIHLE Cle3, U YBHUIEII CUIIYJT, 3aJIUTHI CBETOM.
Torma onu 06a ellle He 3HAHU, YTO 3Ta BCTpeYa CTaHET Ha4daJlIOM BEJINKOH CMYTHIL.
JIro I{yHMI/IH TO2K€ Pa3rjidabiBall TOT'0, KTO CTOAJI IIepea HUM.

Xots JTio YyHMuH MenbKoM Bupen [{ioi YaHbpuKOY Ha yIulle, KOrAa TOT yoeras, Torga OH He
pasrisgpen ero kak cimenyet. Ho celiyac, Korfia 9TH CTpaHHbBIE T'Jla3a CMOTPeNIN Ha Hero Tak O/u3Ko, y
HET0 BO3HUKIIO OIIyIIeHue, OYATO ero BUAST HACKBO3b.

['ma3a ¢ IpUNOAHATHIMY BHEIIHUME YroJIKaMU U TTTy0OKOY IT0CafKoM Ka3alnuch OHHOBPEMEHHO
OOypMaHEeHHBIMH U TPe3BLIMH, HAIlOJTHEHHBIMU Yapyoollel ryOuHOU, 0T KOTOPOU CepAlle 3aMupalo.

A pa3HOIUBETHHIE 3PAaYKM, HETIOX0XKKe Ha OOLIYHEIE, TIOM JTyYaMH COJIHIIA TepeTuBajIiCh, CJIOBHO
IparoieHHbe XKeMuyTa, H3/Iydas X0JI0OHOe CUSIHHE, C OTTEHKOM CIIOKOHCTBHS, HE CBOMCTBEHHOT'O
3TOMY BO3DPacCTy.

ITH r'Ias3a BCTPETHUIINCE C €T0 B3TJIAO00M BCET0O Ha MTHOBEHHE, 3aTEM OIIYCTHUJIMCh BHU3, CJIOBHO
pelKasi parooneHHOCTh, KOTOPYIO He IIPUHSATO IIOKA3bIBATE HAIIPABO X HAJIEBO.

MarneHbKUY 3a0CTPEHHBIN TTOAO0POIOK JIezKal V HEro Ha JIafOHHU, KaK TEIIbIH KycoueK HehpuTa —
OH BCE ellé OBIJT TAKUM PeOEHKOM.

Ho upunmuio pa3pyasn ypoaIuBLY IIpaM, TSHYIIUHUCS OT JIEBOH IIEKU Yepe3 IEePEHOCHITY 10
IPaBoOro rja3a. Kpome 3Toro camMoro 3aMeTHOTO, Ha Jiulle OBIIO eI€ C AEeCSATOK IepeKpPelMBaoIIUXCs
IIpaMOB Pa3HOY I'TyOHHBI, U3YPOJOBABIINX €T0 O Hey3HABaeMOCTH.

JIro YyHMHWH MOT NIPECTaBUTh, KaK TOT, KTO HAHOCHIT YOAPH, XecTasn 6e3 pa3bopa, ClenuanabHo
1IeJISICh B JIUIIO.

V3-3a MoImEYnHH yIpaBsiomnero JInHs TOHKHe T'yObl ObITH OKpalleHbl TEMHO-KPACHOM KPOBbIO, UTO
Ha O7eqHOM JIMYKMKEe CO3[aBajlo XKYTKOBATO-COOIa3HUTEIbHEIN KOHTPACT — OJTHOBPEMEHHO
IIPEKPACHBIN U XPYIIKUU.

— Op-r3, — Baii IlIumnsii, 3akaB HOC, IOTOPOIIUII €T0, — MOXKeT, IouneM? 3nechk BoHseT. Ecnu 6pat
HAaC He HaWOeT, OH HaYHET BOJIHOBATHLCS.

— Vry, — JIto YyHMUH OoCTal U3 PyKaBa IJIaTOK, BHITEP KPOBB C yronka ryo Lo YsHbpuxKoy u
TOJIBKO [I0TOM IIOTHSIJICS.

['nsns Ha 9TOro 4ejioBeKa, TIOKOPHO CTOSIIEro Ha KOJEeHAX Y ero HOT, OH [T0YeMY-TO YyBCTBOBAI
JIETKUU OUCKOMOPT.

ToT B3rnsig, KOTOphI 6pocun Ha Hero Loii YsHbYKOY, OBITT CIIOKOMHBIM U YBEPEHHBIM, HO ceiidac OH
TaK YHUKEHHO IIPECMBIKAJICS — B 9TOM Obl/la KaKas-TO JUCTapMOHHUS.



Ero B3risig CKONBb3HYII 110 TIMHSHOM MUCKe Ha IT0JIy, B KOTOPOH JIeXKalu 00beIKu.
— OH 370 ecT?
Ynpasnsiomuii JInHb 6€CIIOKOWHO IT0EP3aJl aibllaMyi B pyKaBax:

— locoguH HaCleOHUK, TOJILKO He TOBOPUTE XO3SIUHY... X035IUH BeJIell TOIbKO CIIYCTUTh U Jal
HEMHOT'0 BUHA, HO HE Pa3peIua KOPMUTE. ITO S TAWKOM IIPUHEC...

JIt0o YyHMUH HaxXMypUJICH:
— «Cnyctute»? YTO 3TO 3HAYUT?
Ynpasnstomui JIMHb OHJTI, YTO IPOTOBOPHUJICS, HO He IIOCMeJI COJIraTh HaCleIHUKY:

— Ilocne Toro Kak B4Y€Pa ero IIOMMaJlu, ero MOABECUIH 3[€eCh... M TOMBKO ceryac CIIyCTHUIIH, YTOOBI
OH MOT JIeYb.

— W paHBl TOXe BUepa HaHEC/IU?

— Ma... — ympaBnsomumi JIuHb He 0CMENUJICS BCTPETUTHCS C €T0 B3TIISIIOM. — ET0 BHITIOPOJIH. ..
IIEeCTBAECST YETHIPe yaapa.

Baii IlTunsii He yaepxXKascs OT Bo3rjaca:
— 9tot [y Ltoans — HacTogmuii 6e3ymen;! He 60uTCs, 4TO 3am10peT HaCMepTh?
Yupasnsiomuii JINHE TIOKOPHO KUBaJ, He CMesl BCTaBUTh U CJIOBA.

JTio UyHMUH TIOCTOSJI elll€é HEMHOT'0, 3aTeM [0CTajl U3 KOIIeIbKa Y Iosica CepeOpsiHbIi CIUTOK U
BMeCTe C IIJIaTKOM CYHYJ ero B pyKy Lot YsHBYKOY, ITOCTIE YeT0 Pa3BepHYJICS U YIIET.

TonbKo KOrfa IBepb CHOBA 3aKphlTach, [{10i YsHbYKOY MEJIEHHO BRIIPSIMUIICS, C TPYOOM HOIOJI3 IO
CBOEM TOMICTUIKY U JIET, Tepebs MmaiabllaMu CepeOpsHBIN CITUTOK.

XoTst MeTas OBUT XOJIOMHEIM, HO, TPONMUTAHHEIN 3HAKOMBIM apOMAaTOM C IJIaTKa, OH Ka3aJCs eMy
terbiM. OH ITOMHEC IIJIAaTOK K HOCY, ClieTKa IIPUKYCUB I'y0y.

Bo3poauBILIKCh B 3TOM KU3HU, OH yKe He CMeJl MedTaTb 0 MHOTOM, TeM 0ojiee — IpubIU3uThCs K JIio
Yyamuny. OH MHUIIb HafIesJICS TUX0 YMepeTh U 00peCTH I0CJie CMEPTH IIPOCTOi rpob.

Korpga JIto YyHMUH GLICTPHIM IIaroM IIET K epegHeMy aBopy, bait IlIumaii BCE elé Bopya:
— 9tot [y Lltoans — HacTosmui 3Bepsb! KTo Tak 6bET? OH Bedb, KaxkeTCs, faxKe MIaflle MeHs.

— Huvero youBuTeNnbHOT0, — CIIOKOWHO 0TBeTUII JIio UyHMuH. — Bceero nmumib pa6. Pa3 mpopgan cebs,
TO MOKHO XOTb [I0 CMePTH 3a0UTh — HUKTO M CJTOBA He CKaXeT. 3aBePHYT B IIMHOBKY — U Ha
ceBepHoe Kiamouile st 6emHsIKoB. TaKuX IIOKOHHHUKOB TaM IIOJIHO.

Ban IInmsit moeXKuICA.

B ux ceMbe HHKOT[Ia He epKaad JoMalIHuX PadoB. Jaxke Korga ero oTel] BO3BpaIaics ¢ mobemou u
IIPUBOMUII IIJIEHHBIX U151 oOpalleHus B pabCTBO, OH HU 3a YTO He OCTAaBIISIJI UX B ycagnbe.



— Ho sTo xe...
— CIumKoOM XKeCTOKO, ma?
— JIto YyHMHKH 3aiyM4YUBO CMOTPEJI BHalb U TUX0 IpobopMoTa, 6yaTo cam cebe:

— C opHOM CTOPOHHL — IIONUPAIOT Jo0pomeTesns, obpalasch C JII0AbMU, KaK CO CKOTOM, C APYTOM —
ymorsioT Hebeca o Mmumoctu. Kakasi HacMellka.

Baii [Ilunsi He OHSAI €ro CJIOB, HO IPOMOJTYall, IPOCTO CIIeAys 3a HUM.

He ycnenu oHu [mOWTH 0O IIepedHEr0 OBOPa, Kak HaBCTpeuy UM nocneusn bau HusHsb:
— I'me BEHI OBLIN?

JIro YynmuH otocnan bau [lunes nourpats, a cam octascs ¢ bau lusgHaem Bo OBOpe.
— 4 Tonbko uTo C [IInneeM XoOusI MOCMOTPETH Ha TOTO PeOEHKa.

— Bot nouemy THI ceropus noutun [y Lroans csouM npucyrcrsueM, — bau lIusgHb cpa3y IOHAT, 0
KOM peub. — YTo, Xo4emrb KyIIuTh ero? [laxke He gyMail. ['0BOpPAT, 9TOT MaJleHbKUM ypOfel] 00JIbIle
He MOXKeT IIpefiCKa3blBaTh.

— 3ayeM MHe ero nokynath? YToOwl oH MolleHHUYas? Takoe YORITOYHOE [IeI0 He O MeHsS. —
ckazan JIto YyHMUH, He CTaB pacCKa3biBaTh O TOM, YTO yBUEN B capae. — be3 nmpuuunsl. IIpocTo
BHE3AITHO 3aX0TEJIOCh B3TJISIHYTh.

Baii IllussHb 3HAJ €T0 CIUIIKOM xopot1io, YTOOBI IIOBEPHUTH, YTO OH IIPOCTO TI00UT CMOTPETh Ha
OUKOBHUHKMN:

— UyHMuH, 4TO cinyunnock? [ToueMy TH BOAPYT TaK 3aMHTEPECOBAJICSI UM?
JTro YyHMMH 3HAJ, YTO HE CMOXKET 3TO CKPHITh, la ¥ He coOupacs.
— [MlugHb, NPOIUIOY HOYBIO... TOT COH IPONOJIKUIICS, — CKa3ajl OH, IOCMOTPEB Ha LBETYIIee IepeBo

BO ABOpPE. — ToT uenoBex B rajiepee nogHA I'OJIOBY.
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