I[Tocne mpoOyxpenust Cy TaH MCIBITHIBAT OINyLIeHUsT OyATO ero cOula MalllvHa, y Hero Bce 6ornerno, a
C3a[i¥ OH UCIBITHIBA elle Gornbire 6oy 1 Heyno6cTBa. OH MPOMOIIKAT OUIYIATh, YTO Ta BEIlh BCE
ellle BHYTPH HETO, HO 9TO OBUIO MMPOCTO MUJLTIO3UEH.

[IITops! ORI 3al€PHYTHL, 3TO CHeNIal0 KOMHATy TeMHOMU, M OH He MOT CKa3aTh, IeHb ceilyac uiu
Houyb. Cy TaH 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO IPOCIIaI OYEHb [OJIT0, U, IPOCHYBIIUCH, UCIEITHIBAI HEKOTOPYIO
pacTepsiHHOCTS. I1o mpaBae 3To MOIJIO OBITH BEI3BAHO YPE3MEPHBIM 3aHATHEM PaCIyTCTBOM.

[TogmymaB 006 3TOM, OH cJleTKa 1okpacHen. Ha HeM Owiyia TonbKo pyOaiika [Iaus Jlans. HuxHAsS 4acThb
ero Tena OblJla MPAKTUYECKHU TTOJTHOCTHIO OrojieHa. Ero sIBHO ofend TaK HaMepeHo, K rafalke He
xomu. Cy TaH MMOBEPHYJICS ¥ HATSIHYJ Ha ce0st ofesiiio. BEIIPSMUBIIICE, OH JIET Ha KPOBATH M CTall
AyMaThb O KU3HHU.

XO0Ts OH cIaj Joaro, K C4acThlio, IOCye HpOH_U[OI;I HOYH, OH TOJIbLKO HEMHOT'O TaM PACITyX. On CMYTHO
IIOMHMIJI, KaK OHHU KYBEIPKAJIUCh C [IIsup JIaHEM, ¥ OH IIO3BOJIHUII TOMY [O€eJIaTh, 9YTO OH X04eT...

9TO IEeUWCTBUTENBHO MO30P!

Cy TaH B3APOTHYN U CBEPHYJICS B MaJIeHbKUH KoMoueK. KpoBaTh Oblla HamoiHeHa 3amaxoM I1IaHb
JlaHs, HallOMUHABIIUN €My 0 TBOPUMOM UMU. K cHacThio, TOTO PSIAOM C HUM He ObLJI0, UHa4Ye OH
TOYHO 3ase3 OBl IIOf Ofles/I0 U HU B KaKylo He BblIe3all.

BansiTbCs B OCTENH, IONTO OCTaBasich TaM, He BapuaHT. Cy TaH MeIJIeHHO BBIITIONI3 OTTYMA, Kak
IIaHzla B 300T1apKe, ero MajeHbKue PYyYKU U HOXKKU TEPJIUCh O ITOCTEeNIb, U, HAaKOHeI] OH fo0pasics 1o
Kpasi KPOBaTH, U YCEJICS TaM, eT0 HOTU BCe ellle OBIIM HEMHOTO CJTa0BIMU, ¥ CTOSATh Ha HUX OH OB He
B COCTOSIHUH, T03TOMY Cy TaH nepeBepHYJICS U CKATUJICS C KPOBaTH.

Korpa oH yman, 65110 HEMHOTO 60JTbHO, HECMOTPS Ha MSITKUM KOBEP Ha MOy. TUXOHBKO IIOTEPEB
sroputibl, Cy TaH BHITEP BHICTYIUBIIME CJIE3Hl C YTOIKOB TJ1a3, MPeXk/e YeM BCTaTh Ha HOTH.

OH XOTeJl CXOOUTh B TyaJleT, ¥ He CMOT yaep:KaTbcs, U OPOCUII Ha ceOs B3TJIA/ B 3epKajlo, a II0TOM
TIOKpAcHes ¥ HeMHOT0 1oKojiebasics, mpexae 4eM, HaKOHell, BOUTH.

HecMoTps Ha TyCKJIoe OCBellleHHe, OH BCe ellle MOXKEeT 3aMeTUTh Ha CBOEeM TeJjie CJIeMbl ITPOIIION
HouM. EquHCcTBeHHas py0alllka He MOTJjla MTOKPHITH BCe 9T0. [I0BepHYBUIUCH K 3epKajly CIIMHOM, OH
TIOCMOTpeJICcSl Ha ce0si, BHE3AITHO BCIIOMHUB BCE, YTO OBIJIO B TOT OE€Hb.

B sto BpeMs OHHU oba HaXOOUIIKCh B MallIUHE, X IIPOCTPAHCTBA TaM OBITIO COBCEM HE MHOT'0, UM OBLITO
TPYOHO OBUTATHCA. [IIsup JIaHB MOJIOKKII €r0 HOoTH cefe Ha IIJIe4Hy, TaK 4YTO Ha HUX OBLIIO MHOTO
OTMETHH.

[ToMHMO 3TOTO, OH 06HAPYKHUJI, UTO Y HETO K TOMY K€ HEMHOTO GOJIAT STOMHUIIE, BO3MOXKHO, TaM €T0
ymunayny, Cy TaH nornsgesncs B 3epKaio ¥ 00HAPYKUI TaM HeO0IbIIoN CHHSIK. OH XOTeJl ero



IIOMaCCHUPOBaTh, U 4epe3 HeKOTOPOe BpeMs PellnJl CMEHUTh PaKypcC, OH 00EpHYJICS U YBUAEN, YTO
[ITsub JIaHb CTOUT B ABEPSiX, HaOmogas 3a HUM.

Cy TaH B3OPOTHYI U OBICTPO OTIIYCTHII CBOIO PYKY. UyBCTBYs ce0st HEMHOTO TPUCTHIXKEHHEIM, OH
TIOTSIHYJT Kpaii pyOalllku, IEITasCh MPUKPHITECS. K coXaleHuo, maxe eciy OHa Obllla eMy BEeJIHKa,
OHa MOTJIa TOJIbKO MPUKPHITH ATOJUITE, @ BHYTPEHHSIS IOBEPXHOCTh Oefiep BCe ellle 0CTaBajach Ha
ob6o3peHue.

[TnaBHO BK/TIOUMB CBeT, ria3a lIsus Jlans 6nyxpganu no ero HoraMm. Horu Cy TaHa OBIIM TOHKUMU U
IPSAMBIMHA, OeTbIMU, OYOTO 9MaIupPOBaHHBIMU, OT KOXKU laXkKe CBET oTpaxancs. OgHako 3Ta
IIpeKpacHas 3Majib ©Mejla MHOXKECTBO KPACHBIX OTMETHH, OYOTO OT IPUKOCHOBEHUH HAPYMSHEHHBIX
masbleB, m0OaBIss e erne O0bIlle CTUIS U KPACOTHL. (QHJIENT He Halllell HU4ero JIydiie, YeM
CPaBHUTH C 3MaJbio 3y00B, 5 MPECTABIAI0 9Majlb Ha MalllMHe, MOXKEeT He TaKyi0 071eCTSIIIyIO)

OT Takoro nNpuCTaIbHOTO U OTKPOBeHHOr0 B3rgaa y Cy Tana BHe3amHo ocjiaben HOTY ¥ OH efiBa
crosin. Jluno lIsub JlaHs HUYETo He BbIpazkaso, ¥ HUKTO He MOT PAcIo3HaTh er0 MEIC/IEH, OH
MOMeHTaIbHO npubnu3mics u nogusan Cy TaHa Ha PyKH.

— Bait! — BocknukHyn Cy TaH u OeICTpo 00XBaTuI ero pykamu, 605ick ynacts, 1lIsub JlaHb B IBa
IIara MOATAIIXTI €r0 K KpOoBaTH, a 3aTeM IIpuKal ero K Marpacy.

[IIsub JIaHb YTKHYJICS JTUIIOM B €r0 II1el0, KpenKo 00XBaTUII eT0 B 00BSATUSIX U HayaJl 11eJI0BaTh ero B
CKyJy 4 nombopomok. HallenoBaBImuCch OH CKa3alt:

— Hakonen TH npocHysics, geTka. 51 0o cMepTu 0 TebGe BOJTHOBAICS.

Cy Tan Buepssle Bugen [IIsns JIaHsa B HACTONIBKO HENIPUKPHITHIX YYBCTBAX, YTO II0Ka3kIBall, Kak OH
packuc. OH He orTankuan [IIsHe JIaHA U TUXO CIIPOCHUIT:

— CKOmBKO £ mmpocman?

— Tpu gusA, — nogHAB ronoBy llIsHb JIlaHs BHUMATEILHO €T0 PACCMOTPEII, 3aTEM OIAThH 00IeI0Bal
ero MUJIEHbKOE JIMYUKO, 3aTeM MTPOAOJIKUI, — K CcHaCThIO THI IPOCHYJICS, XU MHE 00JIbIlle He HYKHO
BOJIHOBATLCS.

— Temneps 51 B opspake, He 6ecmokoricg 00 aToM, — 3akoHUUB Cy Tan orTronkHy:n IIsub JlaHa, ero
7UI0 TOKpacHeno. OH HaTIHYJI OflesJI0 ¥ IPUKPHLI TOJIble HOTH, IpPeXe YeM CKa3aTh, — f1 mpocman
TPU [HS, TaK I0YeMy Thl He HallleJl MHe IITaHOB?

— Xex, 3a0b1T, — C y/IBIOKOM OTBETUII TOT, ¥ TF000¥ C IIEPBOTO B3TJIsAfa MOHS Obl, UTO OH JIXKET, HO OH
ObLIT OUeHb OTKPOBEHEH U He 0osiyicst pa3ob6nayenus co ctoporsl Cy Tana. Cy TaH meiCTBUTEIBHO MOT
TIOBECUTh, UTO BCe CcKa3aHHoe IIIsub JlaHeM - mpaBma, eciu Obl HE ero HaTypa.



Ceiiuac He BpeMs 00 3ToM 3aboTuthes, Cy Tan nepeBepHyIcS Ha Apyrou 60K, u Il1sub JlaHb OBICTPO
MOJJIOKUJI eMy IOAYIIKY, 9TO, Ka3aJ10Ch, BOIJIO Y HETO B IIPUBBIUKY.

Cy TaH cHOBa HaKJIOHUJICS BIlepe[l, IOUTH YTKHYBUIUCH B pyKu [II5Hb JlaHa, Ipexye YeM TKHYThb eT0
Y CIIPOCHUTE:

— KakoBa cutyauus?

— PaBens apecToBany, HO €ro COCTOSIHHE ObLJI0 0YeHb IIJIOXUM, U 110 LOPOre OH IIpeKpaTus NofaBaTh
IPU3HAKU XKU3HU, — OCTOPOKHO coobiun eMy II1sHE JlaHb.

Anp IlIuto¥ BOBpeMsI CIIAC/IM, ¥ OHA He oOpaTuiiack B BaMmnupa. OpraHu3anus cTepiia e mamMmsaTh u
OTIIpaBHJIa 06paTHO B CBOIO CTPaHy, YTOOBI BOCCTAHOBUTL CUJILL. Y Hee He IIPOSBUIIOCH HUYETO
CEePBLE3HOTO.

[Tockonbky PaBens MepTB, a AHb [lInion ocTanach 4eI0BEKOM, BCe aKTUBH, paHee HaXOQUBIINECS B
pykax PaBemns, Oynyt nepenanbl Cy TaHy, HO, YTOOH TOg00HEIe MHITUIEHTE OOJIbIIE HE TIOBTOPSINIACH,
Bce OymeT 1o KOHTPOJIEM MTPaBUTEIbCTRA.

— A kak Hacuet Teb6g? — cnymas [l1sus Jlaus Cy Tan MOHSJ, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK, ¥ BCIIOMHUJI, YTO
[Tsus Jlaws He epenan ero OpraHu3anyy, ¥ BHE3aIIHO 3aHePBHUYATL.

— d? — IlIsue Jlanb 6€CIIOMOITHO YABIOHYICS, U OTBETHN, — [10 HEKOTOPHIM IPUYNHAM MO
KBaTU(PUKaAIMOHHEIN cepTUhUKaT ObIJT 0TO3BaH.

— AX, 4TO XKe MHe fenaTh? — cpa3y BoCKnukHyn Cy TaH.

— Temneps Tebe mpuUOeTCS MEeHS COOep:KaTh, — YBUIEB 3TO ero moBenexue, [IaHp JIaHb peIus ero
IIOIPA3HUTh.

YcnwimaB aTo Cy Tan cpa3y BoomylIeBMICS. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, BCe UMYIIeCTBO PaBesis ObLIO ITepefaHo
B €r0 COOCTBEHHOCTb, Yero xBaTumio Ovl emy u I1IoHb JIaHIO Ha HECKOIBKO XKU3HeH. [TogymaBs, 4To
craHeT copepxkaTth lIaus JlaHs, ero gyx Bocnapul.

EnBa 00 3TOM IoAyMaB, OH Cpa3y Ke Pa3BOIHOBAJICS. 3aKKBaB, Y HETO B I'Jla3ax cpa3y XKe MOSBUIOCH
JKejaHue onpoboBaTh 3TO, U TOIBKO OH cobupascs oTBeTuTs "[a.", kak IlIsHb JIaHb CIIyCTUII €TO0 C
HeOec Ha 3eMJTIO.

— O 4eM THI OyMaelllb, 51 ellle He 3aKOHYMUJI PaCcCKa3hiBaTh, — MPUIIOAHSN OpoBb [1IsHE JlaHb,
npoponxasi, — OpraHu3alus UCIHITEHBAET HEXBATKY pa00odyel CHIIBI, TI03TOMY 5T CKa3all, YTO MOU
IMOCTOMHCTBA IIPEBHIIIAI0T HENOCTATKY, B UTOTe MHE MHE YIaJI0Ch 136eXKaTh HEIPUSITHOCTEH.



— Torpa ... — xoten 6s110 3aroBopuTh Cy TaH, Ho IIaHb JIaHb IIENKHYI €r0 0 HOCY.

— 4 cocTaBmio KOMIAHUIO B TBOUX IIPOT'YJIKaX, a 3aTeM MBI BbiOepeM G1aronpusTHHN OeHb U
TIOKEHUMCSI.

[ITsub JlaHbs NpUABUHYJICSA OIMXKe, ¥ €ro I'la3a HalOJHUIUCDH TI000BbIO:

— OTka3 He MPUHUMAETCH.

— ¢ He TOBOPWJI, YTO OTKA3bIBAIOCh, — TUXO MpousdHec CY TaH, B HEOOJIBIIIOM BOTHEHUM, OH OOHSIIT
[MIsup JIaHsa 3a 11eo 1 IoLieI0Bajl ero B JINIIO.

— 91 ouenb TebOs NMI00JII0, — CKa3aJjl OH.

— 91 Tebs Toxke 001110, — OOHSIJI €r0 OH, ¥ HEeXKHO IT0IleJIoBaa B OPOBH, a moToM gobaBui, — $1 Bcerma
Oynmy mo0OuTh Te0S.

[Toxozxke, 4TO r7IaBHOE COOBITHE 3aKOHUMIIOCh. Cy TaH He MOKUHYJ 3TOTO MUPA, a OCTAJICS 37eCh
BMecTe c [IIaub JlanemM.

OnHako B cyacTbe UMeeTcs Hebonblnoe 6ecrokoicTBo. Bee orroro, uto Cy TaH m00UT KycaThCsl, HO
ero HUKTO He BUHWII. B KoHIe KOHLIOB, [II9HE JlaHb U3MeBaeTCs Hafl HUM KaX[bi neHb. MHOTOa
U3[eBaTeNIbCTBa TaK XKECTOKU, YTO OH He MOT coepkKaTh cie3. Xa, a I0OTOM YKYCUTh JPYToro B
OTMECTKY.

OTta ManeHbKas 007b HU4Yero He 3Hauua s [Isus JlaHg, oH He oOpallan Ha Hee 0c060ro
BHUMaHUs, IPocTo n03B0Jiay Cy TaHy KycaTbCsl B BOJIIO.

Ho mHOrma oH gyMmar, 4TO 3TOT MaJIeHbKUY BaMIIUD AEeNCTBUTENILHO NOBOAUT, OH Kycasl He TOJIBKO
CBepXy, HO fJaxe CHU3Y. U, eMy 3aX0TeJIoCh ellle 60Jbille 3amyraTh ero.

0040000000

Korpa Bce obpartunocsk B neuib, Cy TaH, HakOHeL], TPUOLLI B cliefyomuil Mup. [laMaTh 0 IpexHeM
Mupe Oblsla ONATH 3alledaTaHa.

Cy TaH OTKpHLN I'71a3a 1 06HapyKuJI, 4TO OKPYKEH TyMaHOM, U IIOBCIOAY Ollafiajid JeneCTKY naps B
BO3yXe, Kak OyOTO OH HaXOOUJICS B IEPCUKOBOM JIECY.

"CucreMa, CucreMma, rue g ceivac?" — nocneiHo cupocun Cy Tas.



[Cy Tan,Cy TaH, TH cetiuac bor.] — oTBeTuna Cucrema.

"He co3paBaii mpobiieM, TBOS IIyTKa COBCEM He CMeIllHasi. [I0TOpOnuCh U CKaxXXu MHe, rae 310 5. 1
Io4YeMy MHe KaXeTCs, YTO 5 IIOBUC B Bo3xyxe?" — cka3an eu Cy TaH.

[ He myuy, T ceiuac Ha Hebecax.] — 3akoHunB CucTeMa BCIOMHUIA TUYHOCTh Cy TaHa, u u
pamocTHO cKazajna — [ITo - Hebecnas O6utens beccmepTtrbix (Mup Heboxuteneit), Tl ManeHbKUR
BeccmepTaniii [lepcuk ([Tepcuk beccmepTus?), a mepcUKU pacTyT Ha [epeBe, HET HUKaKuX
mpobiem.]

"Yto?" — Cy TaH OBIJT COBEPIIIEHHO OIlapalleH.

Oxa3bIBaeTCs, MU, B KOTOPHIN OH nepemMecTuscs - 3To CaupCd. ['maBHOTO repos 30ByT HuH fAHb
Csaubl3ioHb. ETo XapakTep X0IOOeH U ONWHOK, U OH HUKOTa He OTKPHIBAJI CBOETO Cepilia, SIBISASChH
TUIIUYHBEIM BEICOKOTOPHEIM ITBETKOM. A repouHs - 6eccMepTHas(He60XKUTeIbHUIIA), KOTOpas
oxpaHsia [1an Taowans (M3Bunucteii [Tepcukossiii Can), ee npupoga - Bcerga HEMHOTO paccesHa, U
OHa YacTo [ejlaeT HelpaBUIbHEIE BEITH (BlIafaeT B 3a0iykaeHue). (XOPOIIIo BCe TaKH, YTO S
CBEPSIIOCH C KUTAWCKKUM, B 9TOM T'JlaBe MHOTO HECOCTHIKOBOK, OCOOEHHO B 9TOM IIPE[IJIOXKEHUH)

Hampumep, HegaBHO mepcuku 6eccMepTus co3penu, 1 HebecHbiit IMmepaTop oTKPELT cOOp 110
OlleHKe TIePCUKOB, ¥ IIPUTJIACUIT BceX HeOoxuTenel pa3sineubcs aTuM. Can beccmepTHIx [TepcukoB
IofieJIeH Ha YeThIpe poinu repouHs oxpaHsieT Haub/Iuns (FOxHy0 Pomy). B aToM MecTe camas
rycTas IyXOBHas CUja, pacTyIlye B TaKUX YCIOBUSX IepcuKu 6oree coBepieHHB, HeOeCHbIH
HWMmepaTop 4acTO X XBaIUT, 3TO YaCTO CTAHOBUTCS IIPEAMETOM 3aBUCTH.

[ToaTomy, B 9TOT pa3, Yka3 06 Ouenke [TepcukoB Ovi1 nepexBaueH [yHJIuHb (BocTouHoit Porrmeit),
KOTOpas cuuTasa ce0s 3aK/ISTHIM BparoM, ¥ TePOXHS ero He MOIy4Yusia, Mo3ToMy Obljla COBEPIIEHHO
He B Kypce.

HanbJIuHb pacmosnaraeTcss HeMHOTO0 faneko oT HeOGecHoro [IBopIia, ¥ Majio KTO Ty#a XomuT. Kpome
TOr0, 6eCCMEPTHHIE ITEPCUKHU, PACTYIINE 30ECh, IBISIOTCS IYYIIUMHE, a UII03U0OHHAsS (hopMalius
TakKXKe SB/ISETCS CaMOM IJIOTHOM. Yy2KaKu peiKO MOTYT HaUTHU CIOfa OOPOry, a €CJI¥ U HauAyT, TO
BOWUTHU Tyfa OymeT TPYLHO.

Opuako kynpTuBanus Hun fAHb Csio1310Hs Oblyta T7Ty00Ka, ¥ 9T MajeHbKas UIIII03Us He MOTJIa
0CTaHOBUTH ero. OH CITy4aliHO BOIIEN CIOfia, I'Mle ITPeKpacHbIM nepcuk 6ecCMepTHs TIOOBEPT €ro
r3meBaTenbCcTBaM. Korma oH IOMBITANICS ITOWMAaTh €r0, er0 OCTaHOBUIIA TEPOUHS.

[Tocye 3TOTO, COTJIACHO 3aBeIEHHOMY IOPSIKY HOBEJUIb, OHU IIOTI0O0MIN APYT B Apyra C IePBOTO
B3IJIsIIa, Tepoy YacTo mpuxonun B HaubJIMHE Ha MPOTYIKY, @ T€POUHS TOTOBHIA BUHO, YTOORI
pasBiieYs APYT ApYra, U HaKoHell 00a IPU3HAIUCh, YTO CYACTIMBEL BMECTE.

BricnymaB 9to, Cy TaH moHSI, KTO OH Takoi. OH, MOIKHO ObITh, ¥ €CTh Ta CaMasi TePCUKOBas
CYLIHOCTbH, IPa3HUBIIAS TePos ¥ CITIOCOOCTBOBABIIKY OTHOLIEHUSIM MEXIY HUMH.



Bo BCSIKOM criy4ae, OH yKe IIPHUIIeN B 9TOT MUD, IIOTOMY COCPEIOTOYUTCS Ha 3Tou 3amaye. Cy Tax
BBITSIHYJT PYKY, TIOCMOTPEB Ha CBOE TeJI0, ¥ 06HAPYKHUJII, UTO OH O0JIblIe He B hopMe mepcuka, HO
o0pa3oBast 4eI0BeYecKyio GUrypy ¢ pykamu u Horamu. OH yCeJICs Ha BeTKE U PacKayuBajl HOTaMH,
00HaAPYXKUB, YTO JEPEBO B HEOECHOM MHUPE KaXKeTCS HEMHOT'O BEICOKOBATBIM?

Hert, 3TO ero sHoru KOPOTKHE.

MomnouHas kKykonka Cy TaH HaKOHEI[-TO 0CO3HaJI CBOIO TTTy00KYI0 ITpobiemy.
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