ManeHbKUH 6eCCMepTHBIfI IepcuKk JlefICTBI/ITeHBHO BBITIMJI CIMIIKOM MHOT0. OH TakXke 38.6]:1}'[,
CKOJIBKO BHIIIMJI, ¥ TOJIBKO B IIOCIETHUIN MOMEHT OCO3HAJI, YTO KYBIIIWH C BUHOM OITYCTEIJI.

3a0ygbpTe 0 TOM, UTO KYBUIMH C BUHOM IIYCT, BCA CYTh B TOM, YTO MaJIeHbKUI 0eCCMePTHHIN IePCUK
yKe OIbsHE].

— By, mouemy HeT Gombire? — TPoOOPMOTAJI OH, IPOCUAEB C MYCTHIM KYBIIMHOM AJINTEILHOE BPEMS.

[TpsTHO OTPHITHYB, 6ECCMEPTHHIM ITEPCUK MOXJIONa cebst Mo JKUBOTY, a 3aTeM BhIen u3 [Isopua 0
LlvH 1 Hayan 6POOUTH Ky/a rias3a TasgsiT.

2Kasb, 4TO OH BCEro JIUIIb IEPCUKOBLIM AyX; KaK TOJILKO OH HAIIMBAJICS, TO TEPSJ KOHIIEHTPALUIO U
BO3BpalllajIiCd B CBOIO NTE€PBOHAaYaIbHY0 (popMy. U BOT 110 IIyTH OH M3[asl MUCK, ¥ IpeBpaTUiCs B
HEXXHBIN IITOCKUY MTEPCUK.

Jlexka Ha 3eMie, KoTopas Oblla He TaKoM yxk xonomgHo, Cy TaH B KOHIIe KOHI[OB 3aXpareB 3acHYIL.

KTo0 3HaeT, CKOJIbKO OH OPBIX, HO IIPOCHYBIIKCH YKe JIiexKal Ha IMOJIHOCe C GPYKTaMH.

OH OBITT OKPYKEH CBOMMHU OpPaThsIMU U CECTPAMHM, TIEPCUKaMU, OOJIBIITUMHU U MaJIeHbKUMHU, BCe
IIpUKanIuCh K HeMy. Tak Kak eMy OBIJIO TPY[IHO ABIIIATL, OH MeMJIEHHO MOAHSJICS, OTTOJIKHYI
TIEPCUKY U, HAKOHEI], IPOCYHYJI TOJI0OBY HApyXy.

Ero co3HaHue MyTHIIOCh, a 3peHUE 3aTyMaHEeHO, OH MOHATHS He UMeJl, TTle HaXOJUTCS ¥ YTO BOOOIIe
mesnaer.

Cupst Ha mogHOCe ¢ ppyKTaMu, OH rTy00KO 3agyMasicsi. 3aTeM OH, HaKOHeIl, IIPHILeIT K BEIBOAY, YTO,
KOTTla OH CIIajl Ha 3eMJie, eT0, JOJIXKHO OBITh, 3aMEeTHJIa CTapIas CeCTpa-00ruHs, IIOCUYUTABINAS, YTO
KTO-TO ero OOPOHMII, ¥ TaKUM 00pa30M TalKOM II0JI0KMIIA €T0 CIofa.

Boree Toro, coBmasno Tak, 4TO ero nocTtaBuk Ha cToj Ligus Yxky. Ha 3TOT pa3 oH IpuBjIeK BHUMaHUE
IbSIHOT0 beccMepTHOro U CyMesl OTPe3BUTh €r0 3aTyMaHEHHBIU Pa3yM.

Osn nocMmoTtpen Ha L[gHb YKy, KOTOPHEIY TakK Xe Ha Hero cMoTpesl. HeKoTopoe BpeMsi OHU MoJTda
neperiaiaabsBanuch. B Konne KoHI0B, Cy TaH HapyuI MojTYaHKe, U3phiras HEIIPEPHIBHYIO LIETIOYKY
OTPBIKEK U NMOTUPAas CBOM MATEHbKHU MaleHbKUU KUBOTHUK.

Bce B3rnsapbl ycTpemunuch Ha L{gHb YKy, KOTOPHIHM cpady ke 3akiouuil Cy TaHa B cBou 00bITHUS.
Bce ycTaBunuch Ha HUX, He CMes U3[aTh HU 3ByKa.

— Tr1 x04emb CbeCTh MeHsA? — rosoBKa Cy TaHa BEICYHYNIaCh U3-04 ogexXabl LsHb YKy, 1 0H
HEPBHO IIOCMOTPEJI Ha OPyroro.



LIsub LI}Ky He 0TBeTHUI. Bce ellle HaX0msCh B IbSIHOM OIIEIIEHEHUH, Cy TaH IOBBICHUB I'OI0C OIATH
CIIPDOCHUIT:

— 4 3apman Tebe BOIpPOC, TOYEMY TH HE OTBEYAEIIb? —

XO0Ts ronoc Cy TaHa OBLIT HEMHOTO TPDOMKHUM, H3-3d IIPUCYTCTBUA LsHb I'I}Ky’ HUKTO HE OCMEJINBAJICA
BRITAHYTH IIEI0 U OTJIAHYTLCS. Tem He MeHee, UM OBLIIO qpe3Bbma171Ho MI0OOMBITHO U OHU CTapaJIuChb
BC€ XOPOIIEHBKO YCJIBIMIATE.

HecMoTps Ha 6ecUucieHHBIE TOIH, ITPOXKUTHIE MU, 3TO BIIEPBHIE, KOTTIa OHU BUMAST, KaK KTO-TO
ocMenusics roBoputh ¢ CsHbIRIOHL HUH fHEeM B TaKO! MaHepe.

— 4 He Gyny ecTb Tebs ceituac, — oTBeTUn LgHb YKy u TonkHyN Cy TaHa 06paTHO B CBOU OOBATHUS.
OH ymunHy MajleHbKUM MUCTOK Ha ronoBe Cy TaHa, mo0yXKpaas ero yCIoKOUTCS.

Cnyuucs 370 B m00oe BpeMs paHblne, Cy TaH onpeneneHHO KUBHYJ Obl B 3HaK IOBUHOBEHUS U
cxkasics Ol B 00bsaTUSAX LIiHb YKy, OmHAKO ceifyac OH NbsSH U OyiCTBOBaJl KaK HUKOTA.

— Her, 51 ckaxy!— Cy TaH BHIIPHITHYN U3 00bsiTUY LisiHb YKy ¥ BCTal Ha CTOJI, ocMaTpuBasich. OH
3aMeTus1, YTo OYTHUIKY OYXOBHOTO (PYKTOBOTO BUHA, OKPYKUBIIIKE €Tr0, TaKKe XKe BHICOKME, KaK U OH
caM, u 9To OBIJIO Tak, Kak OyATo OH caM OBIJT OMHUM U3 HUX.

— T#I, DOMKHO OBITH, XOUEIllh MEHS CheCTh. BOT MoYeMy THI He [laelllb MHEe TOBOPHUTH, YYYVy... — Cy
TaH BIemuscs B OOUH U3 OOJIBLINX ITEPCUKOB Ha PPYKTOBOM IIOJHOCE, IyTada ¥ OopModya, — MHe
OBIIO TAK HEJIerKO IIPEeBPATUTLCS B YesloBeKa. ECu THI MeHS Chelllb, OT MEHS He OCTAaHEeTCS HaxKe
cTeb1s - TOIBKO IIEePCHKOBas KOCTOYKa.

— Trl ManeHbKUH nbsHUEA, — LIsHD YKy ocTancs 6eCIIOMOIIHEIM IIPU BUE €T0 B TAKOM COCTOSTHUH.
JIronu Ha OaHKeTe BOJIHOBA/IX €T0 MEeHbIIIe BCET0; HAa CAMOM [ieJie, BCe, 0 YeM OH 3a00THICS, 9TO
yrosoputh Cy TaHa MOUTH TOMOU.

Ho 3ToT Menkui nbsgHUIIA yKe IOTPY3UJICS B CBOM COOCTBEHHBIM MUP, OOHKUMas ITEPCUK U phimas.
Lsap UKy He yOanoch YTEIIUTh eT0, ¥ BCKOpPe 9TH PHIMAHUS IPUBJIEKIN BHUMaHue HebecHoro
HWwmMnepatopa.

HebGecnomy MMmepaTopy CTamo Ype3BHYANHO TIO60MBITHO. XOTS YXOBHAS CHUJIa B TEPCUKOBOM Cafy
Obly1a JOBOJIBHO XOpPOIIIa, OHA BCe XkKe ycTynana cuie beccmeptroro IlapcTBa. TaMOLUIHUM TEPCUKaM
He XBaTaJlo TajaHTa. C Havasa BpeMeH He MOSBUJIOCh HY OJHOTO IePCHUKa, KOTOPOMY yHanoch OBl
IIPEBPATUTLCS B UEJIOBEUECKYIO GOPMY.

[To 3TO¥ MpUYUHE OH MOJHSJICS CO CBOETO MEeCTa, BHUMATeNbHO ciiefis 3a Cy TaHoM. C HEKOTOPHIM
HeJOBEPHEM B TOJI0Ce OH 3asBHII:



— JTOT NePCUK KYJIbTUBUPOBAJI YEJI0BEUECKYI0 (HOpPMY.

[Tox TakuM mpucTaabHEIM B3TNIssAoM Cy TaH oKaMeHel; OH Jake He MOT CIPSTaTh JIUIO0 3a O0IbIINM
IIEPCUKOM, KOTOPHIHM CKKUMaJ B pykKax. OH 0T4assHHO OTBEPHYJICS, MeUTasl HaUTH JIydlllee YKPHITHE.

OH ornsinyncs Ha Lisgap YKy 1 moOezxkan Tak OBICTPO, KAK TOJIBKO MOTJIM €TI0 KOPOTeHbKHE MaJIeHbKHe
HOXKKH, HO He YCIIeJl OH CAeJaTh U ABYX IIaroB, Kak HeOecHbI! MMIepaTop MITKO B3MaxHYJI MaiblieM
B BO3ayxe, mpeBpaTuB Cy TaHa U3 MaJIeHbKOT0 ITepcrka B O0IbIION IIEPCUK - HET, B HEXKHOTO U
KPaCHBOT'0 IOHOIITY.

Cy TaH He oco3HaBaJl, YTO OH IIPEBPATHUJICS B CBOIO YeJIoBeUeCKyio GopMy, U He 3HaJI, YTO B
HaCTOSIIee BPEMS OH HaXO[UTCS Ha OaHKeTe. Y HETO CJI0KUIIOCH BIeYaTeHue, 4To ouu ¢ LIsHp UKy
BEPHYNUCH Bo ABopern i LuH 1 103TOMY HHIPHYJ B OOBSATUS OPYTOTO.

— Usgnap Yxy, LisHb YKy, 3TOT 4€I0BEK XOUET CheCTh MeHs, — IIPOI0JIKajl O0ITaTh OH, HE TOHUMAs
CUTYyalUH.

Ha GaHKeTe nmopgHsca myM. MoxHO ObIJI0 OB CKa3aTk, 4YT0 CsHbL3I0HD HUH fAHL IelCTBUTEIHHO
CIIMIIIKOM XOJIOEH M HampsixkeH. Kak mpaBuiio, oIy BeKINBO o0palaThCs K HeMy Kak CSHBIZIOHb
Hun du. HekoTopele faxe He 3HANU, UTO €0 HacTosdllee uMd - Ligup Yxky. bosee Toro, KTo
OCMEJIUTCS IIPON3HECTH €r0 UM ?

Ho sToT ManeHpKu# 6eCCMEPTHBIN IEPCUK OCMENUICS, X OH JaxKke Ha3BaJl ero TakuM 00pa3oM
HeCKO/IbKO pa3. HasrsiBasg ero "Ligas YKy", yIOTHO YCTPOUBIIKUCH B €r0 00BATUAX, BEITJIAAL IIPU 3TOM
oyeHb UHTUMHO. K Tomy ke L[gHb UKy He 00pHIBaJ €ro, M0-BUIUMOMY, ITOTaKas.

YBuUpeB, 94To ero COOCTBEHHBIN MaJleHbKUM TEPCUK BOT-BOT HAPYIIUT IPa3gHUK 6eCcCMepTHHIX
nepcukoB, LisiHp YKy nmopHsimcs Ha Hory, nopusan Cy TaHa u moTep ero ronoBKy. [IpoiienTaB ToMy Ha
YIIIKO HECKOJILKO CJIOB, OH 00PATHUIICS K TOJIIIE:

— 9TO0 - MasieHbKUM NePCUK, KOTOPHIU g BEIpalllBaio. B MOMEHT Moelt HEOPEeKHOCTH OH YMYIPHUIICS
HAMUTLCS ¥ IPUUTH CIOfA, ¥ yCTpoun 6ecrnopsigmok. OH UCIIOPTUI BCEM XOPOIIEe HACTPOEHHUE; ST MOTY
3arjafiuTh CBOIO BUHY TOJIBKO BHITTUBKOM.

aup Yxy pepxan Cy TaHa OgqHOY PYKOU, a APYTOX OCYILIXJI HECKOJIBKO Yall BUHa. [IocTaBuB
IIOCJIEHION0 Yally, OH CKa3a:

— ITOT MaJIeHbKU MMEePCUK HAMUIICS, U 1 60I0Ch, 4TO OH He OymeT BecTu cebs xopoiro. f 3abepy ero
IOMOM U MIpernofaM eMy XOPOILINK YPOK.

HEHB I'I}Ky elle He 3aKOHYUJI TOBOPHUTE, KOI'Ta Cy Tau TMMOTAHYII €Tr0 3a BOPOTHHUK, ITPU3EIBASA OIIYCTUTDH
TOJIOBY. ManeHbKHHI IIbAHUIIA 6pOCI/IJ'IC${ BIIepen U HEeCKOJIBKO Pa3 II0LEeJI0BaAJl LsHb q}Ky B T'YGBI.



— 4 X049y IIUTh BUHO, — I[OG&BI/IJI OH IIPH 3TOM.

— Hukakoro Te6e 6osbiiie BuHa, — LIsiHb YKy OBaXKIBI KAIJISHYJI, YYBCTBYS cebs HEMHOT'O HEJI0BKO.
Opuaxko Cy TaH, Ka3anmoch, Ipunui K HeMy. OH CKyJIUI O TOM, KaK eMy X04eTCsl BUHA, U Haxke
nepxai ryoer Lsgsap YKy cBOMMHU, He Kejast OTIYCKaTh.

BEBI7I0 MHOTO THUIIOB IIbSIHBIX JIIOHEN, HO JTI0OX PeaKo Bumenu Takux, kak Cy TaH. Ecmu Ovl 3TO
ciyuusock paubine, Lgas YKy ompeneneHHo Obit 661 cyacTnus, uto Cy TaH BemeT ce6si ¢ HUM
momo0OHBIM 00pa3oM. Bo3MOKHO, OH, B Ka4eCTBe "lneueHus" maxe IOTUCKA ero. YBH, celyac OH He
MOT 9TOTO CHieaTh. 34ech TaK MHOTO JIlofiel, HabJIioJaoluX, KTO MOT' ClieIaTh ITog00HOoe CIIOKOMHO,
KOTZla 3a HUM Ha0TI0Jai0T TaK IPUCTAIBHO?

— 4 y#iny nepBbiM, — OBICTPO cKa3as LIsiHb YKy u moBepHYyJics, 4ToOH yiuTH. Bce O B
PacTepSHHOCTH, C IIYCTHIMU BhIpaxkKeHUsIMU Ha nuijax. OHU BCe ellle XOTeIu oHa0moaaTh u
IIOCTIJIETHAYATh. ITO K€ 3HAaMEHUTHIN XOJIONHBIN 1 6/1aropogHblii 1BeTOK CaHbIRBI0HE HUuH AHB, 0OHO
TOJIBKO JIU1I0 KOTOPOT'O BCEJISIZIO CTPax B II000T0, KTO OCMeNIMBAJICS B3TJISIHYTh Ha Hero. M Toro
camoro CaHb13I0Hb HYH fHS, Ha ria3ax y CTOJIBKUX JII0AEH, I0Lle10Bal MaJleHbKUY IIEPCUKOBHIU OyX.

A rnaBHOe TO, 4TO CaHbL3I0HL HUH fIHL faxe He NBITAICA YKIOHUTHCH.

9TO MOTPSCIIO UX BCEX.

TakuM o6pa3oM, aTMochepa npa3fHUKa 6eCCMEPTHEIX IIEPCUKOB U3MEHUTIACh; BCE Hadalld
o6cyxmaTh oTHOIEeHUsT CSHBbIRIOHS HUH AHb C 3TUM IOHBIM IIEPCUKOBHIM TyXOM.

Lisiup YKy He BoJHOBasIa OOJITOBHS OKpY2KaloIlas ero, fa OH U He XOTeJ OH 3TOro ciaymark. OH
npocTo B crelike otHec Cy Tana momoii. Ha o6patHoM myTtu Cy Ta nmpuxaics K HeMy U BeJl cebs
Kak pebeHOK. Korma oHu BepHynuch Bo [IBoper FO IluH, ryOsl y 000MX HEMHOTO 3aajefy.

— Wou Kynaiicsi, Tl BeChb ITporax BUHOM, — LIgHb YKy ObIIO TPYOHO OTIEMUTD 9Ty JIUIKYIO KIIEIKY,
Ka3aJI0Ch, COBEPILIEHHO HEXKEJAIOIIyIo OTIUIIaTh OT ero Telna.

— {1 He X04y MBITBCH, I HE X004y MBIThCA. d X049y IUTh BUHO, — 3aroBopuil Cy TaH MUIKUM, CITagKAM
TOHOM U NIOTSHYJ LsiHb YKy 3a pyKy.

— 3arpelieHo.

Lisiup Yy HpaBunock, kKorga Cy Tan ymonsn ero TakuMm o6pa3oM. [TocmemHo oTBens B3risy, OH
cpa3y nogHsan Cy TaHa 1 HanpaBUJICA K TOPSYEMY UCTOYHHUKY.

— Bonbimoi 3mopmeit, 00BIION 37I0fIEH, 1 X04y MUTh BUHO, VYYYy... — 3anpuuutan Cy TaH, gpriras
CBOMMH MaJIeHbKMMH HOXKaMu. CKOJIbKO OBl OH HU IIJIaKasl U He myMmer, LissHp YXKy He OTIIyCKa ero.
Korga onu HakoHel foOpauch 0o ropsiuero uCToOuHuKa, Lisgap YKy ycamum ero Ha 6epery u moMor



Pa3geThCAd.

9ta 6oprba mpooKaIachk JOBOJILHO HOITO, Ipexe 4yeM LIsub YKy HakoHel cHs ¢ Cy TaHa Bcio
omexny. Cy Tan Tuxo cupen B Boge 1 gpeMain. Koneuno, Lgas YKy ycTan HaMHOTO 60bine, yeM Cy
TaH.

OpmHaKO OH YCIIOKOUJICS ¥ 9TO XOPOIIO - TaK AyMar B rioyouHe gy Ligas Yxky. OH otHec Cy TaHa
o0paTHO B CITa/bHIO, U, IOCKOJIBLKY ellle paHOo, CHapYKU Bce ellle cBeTio. LIsiHb YXKy 3aiepHy T
3aHaBECKHU U CO CIIOKOMHOM AyIIoN, HaKoHell, yoxkus Cy TaHa Ha KpoBaTh, YTOOR HEMHOT'O ITOCIIATh.

On IIPOCTO JIexKall pAaoM C Cy TanoMm u CMOTPEIJI, KaK TOT CIIUT, a IIOTOM 3daCHYJI 1 CaM.

Korpa oH npocHyscs, To o0Hapyxui, 4yto Cy TaH 1eXKUT Ha HEM U IleJIyeT ero B I'yOB CBOUM
MaJIEHbKUM POTHUKOM.

Ha Cy TaHe OBl TOIBKO JIerkas pyOaxa 6e3 MoaKIafKu. ITO, B COYETaHUU C eT0 HEePSIIUIUBEIM
o0pa3oM II0CJie CHa, 3aCTaBUJIO TKaHb COCKOJIb3HYTh BHU3, OTKPHIBAS IIOJIOBUHY €T0 OKPYTJIBIX IIJIed U
Tanuu. YBuges, 4To LisgHb YKy NIPOCHYICS, OH IOOHAN I'Jla3a, 3aTyMaHEHHbIE TbSTHBIM TYMaHOM,
MIOX0XKUM Ha 4Yallly CJIagKOT0 BUHA.

Orerxanue Lsgap Yxky 3amepro, Ho Cy TaH Ben cebs Tak, CJIOBHO HUYET0 He IIPOU30IIIIO0, TPOmoIKast
HAKJIOHSITHhCS U 1IeJIOBaTh ero. ITH MIATKHE I'yOl Hec/iu Ha ce0e BKYC IIEPCHUKOBHIX I[BETOB U CIIafIOCTh
CO3PEBILUX IEPCUKOB. ITO 3acTaBuio LssHb YKy 3aKpHITh I'/1a3a, ONbSHEHHBINM BKYCOM, OH B
MOJTYaHUM HaCllaXKAaJicsa 3TUMU HEXKHBIMU IIOLENYSIMHU.

Yepes Hen3BeCTHOE KOoMU4YeCcTBO BpeMeHU Cy TaH IOAHSJICS C €ro Tejla, ero rjia3a HalOJIHUIUCh
HEJIOBOJIbCTBOM M KaKMMH-TO HEBHIPA3UMBIMU sMonusiMu. OH THXO0 mo3Ban LisgHp YXKy, Kesast, YTOOH
TOT ITIOCMOTpPE Ha Hero.

— B ueMm genmo? — ronoc y LstHb YKy oKazasncs xpumiasiM. OH MeIJIeHHO OTKPHIJ I'/1a3a U YIBIOHYICS
Cy Tany.

— He 3na10, — Cy TaH npuxkajcs rojoBoi K rpynu LisHb YKy v IpUCayIIancs K 6emeHoMy
cepaueOueHn0 Jpyroro.

Ot aToro ero ceppte 3abKI0Ch elfe CUIbHee.

— Tet... Tel mo0uIlb ecTh HepCcUKu? — BOPyr crapocun Cy TaH.

— Ia, — Lsgap YKy moriagui ero 1o rojaoBe u cupocui, — Torma Tebe HpaBUTCS, Korpaa Te0s ecT
Lsaup Yxky?



— OH, MHe 3TO HEMHOT0 HpaBuUTCA... — oTBeTU Cy TaH.
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