YV upiHemHero ['ocymapst ObIIM B UMIIEPATPUIIH: TIOKOMHAS CTapIlas cecTpa u3 poma UYsHb, MaTh
HACJIeMHOT0 MPUHIIA, ¥ HEIHEIIHs, €€ MJIafIas cectpa, poguuias CTapilyo MPUHIECCY U TPETHETO
IPUHIIA.

Cectprl UsHb OBIIH TOYEPSIMU OIHOTO OTI[@, HO OT Pa3HBIX MaTepei. B cBoe BpeMsi OHU BMecTe
BOLITM B BOCTOUHEIM [IBOpEll: CTapilasi, 3aKOHHAs [I0Yb, CTajla TJIaBHOM JKEHOH, a MyIaflIas,
POXKIEHHAs HaIOKHUIEH, — 60KOBOH. [Toce BOCX0XKOEHUS CYyIpyra Ha IPeCTOJI CTapiias cecTpa
Hagesa KOPOHY UMITePATPUIIL, a MIIa/IIas MoIyduia TUTy biaaropogsoi uMmnepckoi cynpyru. Ho
BEK IIEPBOY MMITepaTpPULbl OBLT KOPOTOK; TTOCHIE €€ paHHe! KOHYMHEI ['0Cygaph BO3BEI Ha €€ MECTO
MJIafILIYI0 CECTPY — TY CaMyl0 UMIlepaTpuly YsHb, YTO cefyac Tak PhsHO BHIOMpasa 35Ts.

X3 I'y MTHOBEHHO [jorafiasics, KoMy IPUHAAJIEKUT T0JI0C, Pa3faBIIUiCS 3a ABepbio. ITO Oblla OHA —
Ta caMas npuHuecca [1si YkKaowi, B OTHOIEHUY KOTOPOU OH TOJIBKO IPOIUION HOYbIO COBEPIIUTI BO
CHe «KpalHee HellOYTEeHUe».

Tontoc mpuHIlecCH OBIT CTOJIb K€ HeoObYeH, KaK M OHa caMa: I'Ty0OKu#, 6apXaTUCTHIN, YyTh HUXKE,
yeM y OOBIYHHIX [IeBYIIeK. B HeM He OBIJI0O HY Kall/Ik IeBUYbEr0 KOKETCTBA; Maxe oOpalasich K
POOMTEIISIM, OHA He IM03BoJIsa cefe KalmpHU3HBIX WIIM JIACKOBLIX HOTOK. E€ romoc HamoMuHaI YUCTHHT
XOJIOIHBIN POMHUK, CPHIBAIOLIUNCS CO CKaIbl B 6€3MOJIBHOM IOIHHE.

Xs I'y BIlepBBEIE€ 0CO3HAJI, YTO KHUKHEIE OpEOHY BPOOe «CTOUIIO OapHIIHe 3ar0OBOPUTE, KaK Y 6€IHOT0
cTymeHTa YkaHa MIOMNKOCUINCH HOTH» — YKCTeMHas mpaBna. Ho Kak Okl HU OyIIeBamu B HEM
YyBCTBa, Ilepe[ nuiioM MMmepaTopa OH He CMell BEIKa3aTh ¥ TeHU BoJMHEeHuUs. OH Iaxe He MOT
00epHYThCS.

— HOii-3p, moueMy THI 3meCh? — CIPOCUTIA UMIEPATPHUIIA.

[TpuHLlecca He OTBeTHUIA cpady. X ['y Cibllai, Kak eé maru MemJieHHO TpubaukanTcs K Hemy. OH
CTOSII Ha KOJIEHSIX, CMUPEHHO OITyCTUB T'OJIOBY, HO CEPAIE ero 0OTOMBAJIO YEUETKY B TAKT €€
nBUKeHUsM. CeMb IIar0B — POBHO CTOJILKO e¥ ITOHAH0OUIO0Ch, YTOOH IIONOUTH BIJIOTHYIO, ¥ POBHO
CTOJIbKO, 4TOOHBI ceparle X3 I'y emBa He BHICKOYHUIIO U3 TPY/IH.

«Ecnu u mocre 3Toro s He MOMMYy, YTO BIIIOOMIICS, 3HAYHUT, ST IPOCTO AypaK», — IOAyMaJl OH.

[TpuHIlECCa OCTAHOBUIACH MPSIMO Tepen HuM. He uMes BbICOYAMIIero M03BOJIEHUS IIOTHSTE T'OJIOBY,
X3 I'y cmoTpen B mtos. Ilepeq rita3aMu OBITH JIUIIE CJIOM AJIOTO IejIKa €€ JBOPIIOBOIO IIJIAThS U
U3sIIHAs BHIIIMBKA Oe/IbIX Po3 Ha mofosie. 1o Hero JOHeCCs TOHKUM, efBa YIOBUMBIM apoMaT
CaHOaja — apoMaT CTOJIb JIETKUH, YTO IIOYYBCTBOBATh €T0 MOXKHO OBIJIO, TOJTBKO CTOSI BIJIOTHYIO K €T0
o0amaTeNnsHHULE.

— Pa3 maryuika BEIOUpaeT MHE MyXa, 51 OKHA caMa Ha Hero B3TJIIHYyTh, — 0eCCTPacTHO
IIPOM3HecTIa IPUHIEecca.

X3 I'y onemmun. [s mo0o0ii eBUITH Ha BhilaHbe Opak ObLIT JefioM poguTerned u cBax... OH HUKOT[a He
CTIbINIas, YTOOBI 3HATHAS JaMa JIMYHO IMPUXOAUIa «Ha CMOTPUHEI». BripoueM, oHa Obiyta CTapiiei
IIPUHIIECCOM, MIOOMMUIIEN OTIIa ¥ CaMOM BLICOKOIIOCTABIEHHOM XKEHIIMHON uMIepuu. Eil mpoianoch
moboe HapyleHre mpunuuuii. K ToMy ke pa3Be He 3a 3Ty «0COOEHHOCTb» OH €€ U MOTI0M?

TonbKo OH 06 3TOM TTOAyMaJl, KaK mepef ria3aMy MebKHYI Kpai ajoro pykaBa. B cnemyrorryio
CEKYHMY OH ITOYyBCTBOBaJI, KaK IIPOXJIafHEIE KOHYUKHY TTaJIblIeB KOCHYIMCH €T0 Mom00poaKa.

Yb4-TO PYKa 3aCTaBHuJIla €ro IIOOHATH I'OJIOBY, X3 Fy, B IIOJTHOM OLIETIEHEHNH, BCTPETHUIICA B3TIAO0M
C IIPEeKPAaCHBIMHU, HO XOJIOOHBIMUA MUHOAJIEBUOHBIMHU I''Ia3dMHU IIPUHIECCHI, CMOTpeBLHefI Ha HETOo



CBEPXY BHU3.

«...Bo uMs Bcex 60roB... YT0O 9T0 3a m03a?! — MPoHECIoCk B ronoBe. — OHa... OHa YTO, MEHS TOJIbKO
YTO 3aUrpHIBAOIIE [TOTporana?»

OcTtonbenen He TonbKO X3 ['y. ¥ MMmepaTopa ¢ uMnepaTpuliei faxe PTH IPUOTKPHIIACH OT
n3ymnenus. CTapeli X0y X3, BUAS, KakK ero ChbiHa 6eciapgOHHO «0XaXXHWBAIOT», U BOBCE TIOTEPST Jap
peun.

[punnecca no-npexHeMy Obl1a nox Byanbio. C Takoro paccTosHus X3 I'y BUmen JIUIb I0JI0BUHY €€
JIUIIa, HO ¥ 3TOT0 XBaTHUIIO, YTOOH OH 3a0blI, KaK AHIIaTh. «MaTyIiKa... — MeJIbKHYJIO B T'OJIOBE. —
4... g BUXKy GOTHHIO».

Bupgs ero omrapallleHHBIY BU[, IPUHLIECCA HE MPOSIBUJIA HU KaIlJIM SMOIMK. BUAMMO, OHa IIPUBLIKIIA K
nomo6HOM peakuuu. JIumb e€é OPOBU ClleTKa APOTHYIIH.

— 3HA4UT, 9TO BCE-TAKU Thl, — IIETIHYJIa OHA TaK THUXO, YTO YCJIBIIAJ TOJIbKO OH. B €€ nensiHoM
B3TJIsIe TPUOABUIIOCH ellle TIapy TPagyCcoB MOPO3a.

MmnepaTpuila HaKOHeIl puiiia B cebs. [laxke Mpu Bcel CBOEH HEMOCPENCTBEHHOCTH OHa
TI0YYBCTBOBAJIa HEJIOBKOCTh:

— IOu-3p, uTo TH Aenaems? Cenyac ke OTIYCTU HacjlegHUKa X3!
[Manbier pa3xkanuck. X3 'y cHoBa o0pen cBobofy.

— Maryuika, B TOT [IeHb 10 IIYTH BO OBOPEI 5 BUaela UMeHHO ero. OH BEIXOOWII U3 Xyaioa. 1 He
omu0JIach.

HMmepaTpulla BCIIOMHMIIA O IOCAJHOM CIIyXe U MOCIEIInIa 3aCTYIUThCS:

— 9T0 Hepmopa3yMeHue! B TOT meHb HaCIeOHUK OB TaM, YTOOHL...

Ho WmMmnepatop BapyT o6opBar e€:

— 4 yromursncsi. MHe HYKHO OTHOXHYTh. YaHbSIH-X0Y, 3a01pail ChiHa U BO3Bpalllaiics JOMOM.

X3 Haub(3H B3MOXHY C TaKUM 00j1eryeHueM, OyOTo ropa c miaed cBanunach. CoOOLITHS B 3a/1e
JIaHBYK9H MIPUHUMAIIH CIIUIIIKOM CTPAaHHEIM 000poT. OH IOCIIEITHO OTBECUIT TOKJIOHK! M, CXBATUB
CBHIHA 3@ PYKY, TOUTH OEroM IMOTAIIUII €T'0 K BEIXOMY.

X3 I'y npe6biBaj B COCTOSHUY 110Ka. OH IIO3BOJIUII OTIY [OTALIUTE Ce0s [0 KapeThl, U TOIHKO OKPUK
«[TapimBerr!» mpuBen ero B 4yBCTBO. OKa3aBIIKCh B KapeTe, OH YBUIEI Pa3bsPEeHHOE JIUIIO0 OTIA.

— Yero Tebe? — mpobopMoTal OH.

— He 151 1 opar, 4To He Xouelrb ObTh PpyMa?! — mpoiumnen X3 Haubdan. — [Touemy Torma
IPUKHUABIBAJICS AypaukoM nepeq ['ocynapem? Kak s Tenmepb gojizKeH Tebe ToMOTaTh OTHEKUBATHCS?!

X5 I'y KocHyJICA HOCa:

— 4 Xe He 3HAI BaIllUX IIJTAaHOB. BEI MHE HUYETr0 He TOBOPUIH. Pa3Be BEXKIMBOCTD MEPE]
HMmepaTopoM — 3T0 ommuOKa?



X3 Haub()9H 3ag0XHYJICS OT BO3MYILIEHUS:

— Ny6una! Ecnu Obl TH IT0OKa3aa CBOM yM, ['ocyfaphb, KOTOPHIY IeHUT TaJlaHTH IPEBLIIIE BCETO, HU 3a
4yTO He oThas 0wl TeOsa B pyma! A Teneps uTo? [IpuHIlecca npuilia TM4Ho, MIiepaTop npoMosyanl...
Temeps Tebe 0T 3TOr0 0TOOPa HE OTBEPTETHCS!

X3 'y meHUBO OTKMHYJICS Ha CIIUHKY CUIEHBS:
— Hy v nouny, nenos-to.
— U kKaK MHe CMOTpEeTH B I'Jla3a TBOeMY fefy u 0abke?! — GyIieBas CTaphliil X0y.

— 4 cam uM 06BscHI0. CKaXy, 4YTO caM 3ax0Tesl CTaTh ¢pyMa U Bl TyT HU IIpu 4yeM. OHU Bac He
TPOHYT.

Orer 3amep.

— Yto? Thl caM 3axoTen?

X3 I'y B3TNIIHY Ha HETO U COJIHEYHO YIBIOHYIICS:

— Ia. 4 mepemymar. Temneps s c4uTa, 4TO OBITH PyMa — OYEHb [laxKe HEIJI0XO.

X3 Haub(aH B Menodax MOT OBITh TTIYIIOBAT, HO B TJIaBHOM coobOpazkai OrICTpo. X3 I'y OBl ero
TIePBEHIIEM, 3aKOHHLIM HACJIeTHUKOM TUTYJA. OH X0Tes1, YTOOL ChIH JOOUIICS yCclieXa CBOUMMU
cuyaMu. MEBICTTb O TOM, YTO CHIH HOOPOBOIBHO I'YOUT Kapbepy, OblIa [jis HEr0 HEBBIHOCHMA.

— I'mynioctu! — psABKHYI OH. — THI XOTh ITOHUMAEIIh, YTO 3TO 3HAYUT? POICTBEHHUKAM UMIIepaTopa
3aKa3aH IyTh B MOJIUTHKY. Thl HE CMOXKeIlb COATh 9K3aMeHbI, He CMOXKEIIIb laXKe CeCTh B CEMJIO Ha
BoitHe! d yuun Tebs ¢ §eTcTBa, YTOOB TH CTajl KOMHATHBIM 0aloBHEM Ha MKIUBEHUU KOPOHHI?

X3 I'y cnyman ero rHeBHYIO TUPaAy C JIETKOM YCMELIKOM, HO B my1e Obul ynuBieH. OKa3blBaeTcs,
CTapUK BCE XKe HaflessICs Ha ero BelluKoe Oyayiiee. 3HAUUT, KaKasg-TO OTLIOBCKas JII0O0BL B HEM
ocTranack, u Baus lly-3p He OKOHYATENIPHO 3aTyMaHUIIa eMy MO3r. X0Td... X3 U3H 0oCJIell Ha OOUH
r71a3 ¥ He MOT HacliemoBaTh TUTYI. Tak 4To, KpoMe X3 ['y, mepefmaBaTh €ro OBIII0 HEKOMY. OTO
00BSICHSIJIO PBEHUE OTIIA.

— INapy mHel Ha3ap TH IIaKajl ¥ ynupancs. YTo 3acTaBuiio Te0s Tak pe3Ko IepeayMarTh? —
IIOIO3PUTENBHO cripocull X3 HaubdaH.

X3 I'y mmmpoko yasIOHyICS:
— IlpuHnecca Kpacasuna!

OH oxXupas, YTo CTAapUK B30PBETCS MPOKJIITUSIMH B aipec ero MoXoTIUBOCTH, HO X5 HaubdhaH
3amosyas. OH JOJIro U CTPAHHO CMOTPEIT Ha CHIHA.

— Orel, 4TO Takoe?
— Tol pa3Be He 3Haellb... — MEOJIEHHO Hayal CTaphld X0y.
— Yero uMeHHO?

— CrapImasi puHIIECCa A0 CUX IOP He 3aMyKeM B CBOM BOCEMHAMIIATh, TOTOMY YTO HU OOHA



IIOMOJIBKA, Ha3HauyeHHas UMIIepaTpULiel, He COCTOTIach.

X9 I'y Haxmypuncs:

— Ecnu umnepaTpunia Ha3Hauuia, Kak OHU MOTTIA COPBaThCA?
X3 Haub(3H CrimoTHyI:

— ITomonBKu OBITIH, HO IIepPef caMoy cBafb0O0M MpHUHIlEcca 00BSABIIANA, YTO C HETCTBA IUTAET
OoTBpaleHue K Myx4yrHaM. OHa He TT03BOJIsSIeT K cebe IPUKOCHYTHCS... Haxke manblieM. [Jaxe KOrga
VimmepaTop obeian OyayiieMy ¢hyMa pa3pelIuTh HaJI0XKHUIY [AJIS MIPOJOIKEHUS pofia, T€ CEMbH BCE
PaBHO OTKa3bIBaIMCh. []BOPITYy OBLIO HEJIOBKO, ¥ OpaKy pacTopranu. EC/iu THl MOBCTUIICS Ha €€
KpacoTy, 6pock 3TO {eo...

Bopopma cTtaporo xoy 3agpoxara.

— TBOM MBICTTM MHE TIOHSATHEI, I ¥ CaM MYZXK4YWHA, — IIPOOOJI2KUII OH. — Ho cras (byMa, TEI, CKOpEe
BCET0, 3a BCIO XKM3Hb He KOCHEIIhCS ¥ KOHYMKA e€ MU3KHIA. He e3b Ha 3TOT OT60p. K cuacTtsio,
nepeMOHHtall eIlle He 3aKOHYEH. I/IMHepanI/IHa K TeOe 6J1aroBOJIUT, HO O(l)I/II.II/IaJ'IbHO]"O YKa3a HeT. Pas
9TO OT60p, ThI MOZK€EIIb IIPOCTO...

— Kro0 ckazar, 4To He KOCHYyCh? — mepebus ero Xa I'y.
Orel] OIemunI:
— Yro?

Momnopo# rociogus X3 MOOHSI T'OJIOBY C BUIOM CTOJIb CAMOIOBOJIBHEIM, YTO €T'0 XOTEJI0Ch YIAPHUTE.
OH yKasaJ OJIMHHBIM T1a/blieM Ha CBOU MOJ00POIOK:

— Bort 3mecs. Tonbko 4TO. IIpruHIlecca caMa MeHs moTporarna.

X5 Haub(daH:
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