I'maBa 31. [Ipounoe? Unmo3us.

B TyCK/0 OCBEIIEHHON KOMHATE eIUHCTBEHHBIM HCTOYHUKOM CBeTa Obl/la apoMaTHUYecKas CBeua,
TUXO TOPEBIIAS B yTIIy.

— Cxkpurl...

Tsx€nas mepeBsHHAas JBepPh OTBOPUIACh, 1 B KOMHATY Me[JIEHHO BOIIJIa BEICOKas, CTPOWHAasA Gurypa.

OH meén npoTuB cBeTa. ETo TEMHO-3€IE€HBIN XalaT CTPYUIICS TI0 TIOJTy, 30JI0ThIE Y30PH TYCKJIIO
m00JIECKHUBAIN B CBETE CBEYH, TEMHO-KAIITAHOBLIE BOJIOCH! OBIIIM ITEePEBSI3aHBl 3€JIEHOHN JIEHTOH, a
HECKOJIbKO Ipsifielt HeOpeKHO CIlafiaiy Ha IIEKY, IIPUaBas eMy JeHUBHIN BUL.

Ero nosBieHue 3aCTaBUIO BO3OyX B KOMHATE 3aCTHITh.

B3rnsapg pe3ko mepemMecTuics. Paliku 0TYETINBO TOYYBCTBOBA, KaK Cepfille X03suHa 3TOT0 Teja, TO
€CTb €T0 «CaMOoT0», OeIIeHO 3aK0JI0TUIIOCH ITPH BU[IE BOIIEMIIET0, AbIXaHUE YYaCTHIIOCh, U OH
HEBOJIbHO BCTAJI, MOYTH MHCTUHKTHBHO ABUHYBUIUCH K HEMY.

910 OBLIIO CUIIbHOE, TTOYTH U3BPAIllEHHOE XKeJlaHue, CJIOBHO y Y3HKWKA, 3aTOYEHHOTO BO ThMe, IIPU
BHJIe CBETA BHE3AITHO BHIPBAJIOCH MTOABIEHHOE, TIOUTH 00JIe3HEHHOE OXUaHuUe.

Paliku, 3amepTril B 9TOM Tejle, XMBIKHYJI, MBICJIEHHO ITpe3upas «cebs».

OH, KOHEYHO Xe, 3HaJ, KTO 3TO.

— Mansb6arr... Manb!

OH ycnriIan, KaK ero COOCTBEHHBIM T'0JI0C IIPOM3HOCUT 3TO UMS, C HECKPEIBAEMOM PafoCThiO U efiBa
3aMEeTHOH [IPOKBIO.

— ToI... Toe 1o Ob1? TH 3HAEID, KaK [OJIT0 T AepxKaJl MeHS 3[1eCh OTHOT'0 — IeJIRIA MecCsIr!

— 4 npunn! Hacnegusiv npuHI! ENMHCTBeHHBIM 3aKOHHBIM HacnedHUK LlapcTtBa [leMoHoB! Kak ThI
CMeelllb 3aIupaTh MeHs B 3TOM 60roM 3a6eiToM MecTe? He OOUIIBCS, YTO OTEll, BEPHYBIIKCH, Ka3HUT
Te051? A Hy-Ka, BEIIYCTU MeHsI!

On TOBOpPHUII 3TO C TaKou YBEPEHHOCTLIO, X XOTA 3TO Onlta yT'po3a, B €ro rojioce CIILIIAINCh JINIIb
061/1)1& 1 He0BOJIbCTBO, C HOTKAMM KOKETIMBOM MSTKOCTH.

...[I'nmyner.



PaiiKy MBICJIEHHO YCMEXHYJICS.

OH BCIIOMHHJI, KOTTIa 3TO OBIJIO.

Cro mBaflaTh IEePBLIM IeHb ITOCTIe IepeBopoTa Marnb0aiia, ...

IeHb, KOTTIa OHU BIIEPBLIE IIE€PECIIAIIH.

Ero meicnu BEPHYJIUCH B IIPOIIIIYIO 2KM3Hb, K Ha4adJly BCEX HOTpﬂCGHI/Ifl.

C Tex mop Kaxk oTell, B3sB ¢ coOoit anuty LlapcTBa [IeMoHOB, oTnipaBuics K CteHe Mupa, 4TOOH
BMecTe ¢ borom CBeTta MeccuepoM 1 apMuel TI0fei cpaxaThCs CO 3I6IM 00TOM, MTBITABITHMCS
pa3pymuTh CTeHy Mupa u BTOPTHYThCS B MuUp Meccuep, paBHoBecue B LlapcTBe [1eMOHOB PyXHYJIO.

[TomaBneHHas MATHCOT JIET Ha3ay MsiTexkHas «Apmus CBoOOIbI» BHE3AMMHO BEPHYIACh, ¥ €€ MOIIb
OBl7Ia OrPOMHA.

[TpenBomuTeNnb MATEXXHUKOB OUHUCEC OBUT XUTPHIM YOTIOAKOM, KOTOPHIY BCETMa AeHCTBOBAJ U3 TEHH,
KOBAPHBIU U U3BOPOTJIUBHIN.

[Tonauany, Korfia Aaas buamu OB eIe KUB, CUTyalus Oblya Mo KOHTPoJieM. B 6uTBax KopojeBcKas
apMus ofepxkKuBasa nobeny 3a mo0eol, TOCTOSHHO TECHS MSITEXKHUKOB.

OmHako 3T0T Mep3aBel] OUHKUCEC WCIIOIb30BaJl 3aK/IMHAHUE, ITPEBOCXOISINee NeBSATHIHM KPYT, |
Pa30pBaJI MIPOCTPAHCTBO, OTKPHIB IIPOCTPAHCTBEHHEBIN PA3JIOM.

Iaosa B CyMaTOXe IIOIIajI B 3acafy, OB TIOTTIOLIEH pa3jioOMOM 1 moruo.

C rubenbio npuHila buanu KopojieBCcKas apMHUs oCcTajlach 0e3 MpeiBOAUTENS.

Paiiky, KaK eUHCTBEHHBIH ocTaBIuiics B IlapcTBe [1eMOHOB 4IeH KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMbU U HACIEOHBIN
IPUHIL, ObIT BEIHYKIEH B3STh Ha ce6s1 KOMaHIOBaHNE U CTAaTh HOBBHIM I'TaBHOKOMAaH/IYIOIIUM.

Ho HpOGHeMa Oblya B TOM, 9YTO OH HUYETrO He CMBICJIUII B CTPATETHUHN U TAKTUKE, HE TOBOPSA YZKeE O
KOMaHIOOBaHUU.

— Om OBITT BCET'0 JIUIIB COJITATOM, KOTOPHIM CJIEoBall 3a CBOUM [smei B 601!

Isimst Ipu XKU3HU YaCTO TOBOPHUII EMY:



— Paiiku, TH OTJIMYHLIN BOMH, HO, YBEL... THl HE TOOUIILCA B ITIOJIKOBOMAITEI, I10 KpafIHefI

Mepe, cendac TOYHO HeT!

[Tony4yuB BNacTh, OH B OJHOYACKE CTajl 00bEKTOM JIECTH CO CTOPOHHI apUCTOKPATOB, KOTOPEIE pPaHbIIIE
IIPECMEBIKAIUCE IIepef ero OTIoM U asmedt. OHU MPEeBO3HOCUIIN €T0 KaK BeJIuYaiIlnero BOEHHOTO
TeHUs, IIOJl YbUM «MYIPHIM» PYKOBOICTBOM KOPOJIEBCKAs apMUS HEITPEMEHHO Pa3TPOMUT
MSTEXKHUKOB.

— HpI/I YCIJIOBHH, 9YTO UM BEIOEJIAT CPEOCTBA.

OHY TOBOPUITY TaK YOEOUTENbHO, TIbCTUIU TaK UCKYCHO, YTO OH ITOTEPSJI TOJIOBY U HE 3aMETHJI, YTO
KaXX0e UX CJI0BO OBIJI0 OTPaBIEHHBIM METOM.

EnvHCTBEHHBIM, KTO BLICTYIIAJ MPOTUB apUCTOKPATOB U ITOCTOSTHHO CTABUII IO COMHEHHE ero
0oeBLle mIaHkl, ObUT Masnnoarrr.

Ho uMeHHO ero cjioBa OH U He XOTeJl CJIyIiaThb.

EMy Ka3a0Ch, 4TO €ro CIIOKOWCTBHE — 3TO 6e3pa3/inyue, ero pa3yM — OTCTPAHEHHOCTE, eT0
yKa3aHus Ha OMHOKY — IPUIUPKY, a eT0 KPUTUKA U COMHEHUST — IIOMIPEIB €T0 aBTOPUTETA Kak
HACJIEJHOTO MPHHIIA.

U uto emi€ xyxke, oH Ol 6e3HaEXKHO BI06IEH B Manbbarta.

OH 1007 ero, MaBHO 00U, ¥ 9TO OBITI0 CeKpeToM ITonuminHens Bo BceM LlapcTse [IeMOHOB.

Ho Manw6arn Bcerma yKIOHSIIICS OT 9TOM TeMbl. COTHHM JIEeT OH TIIATeIbHO MJIaHUPOBa IIPU3HAHUS, a
TOT KaXX[OBIH Pas, MOTHPas BUCKH, OTKA3BLIBAJICS, HO BCETla MOT4Ya MPUHUMAJ €r0 IOJAPKH, a Ha
CIeOyIOUINy NeHb KaK HU B Y€M He OBIBAJIO TOSIBIISAIICS Iepel HUM, YTOOb «00CYAUTD Jgefia.

Celfyac OH IIOHUMAJI, YTO TOT OEHCTBUTENILHO TOBOPHII O [IejlaX — O BOGHHEHIX IJIaHaX, O CUTyalluy Ha
bpoHTe, 0 pacmnpeneeHnr PECyPCOB.

Ho B mpouuioi xu3HU OH OBUT OCTIEIIEH JTI000BBI0 U HUYETO He CIIyIIall.

OH HaWBHO II0JIArajl, YTO TOT OOUTCS OTBETUTh €My, CTECHSIETCS, He MOXKEeT CIIPAaBUThCS C €T0
IBIJIKUMHU U HCKPEHHUMU YyBCTBaAMHU, 4TO Manbballl B KOHEYHOM CYETe 3a00THUTCS 0 HEM, U TaK
nanee... OH gyMasn TOJIBKO O YyBCTBAX, a O IejaX — HU CJIOBA.

...B obmieM, yem Gonbie Masnb0al ero yBelreBas, TeM 60JIbllle OH pa3gpakajcs U 3/IUICS, He ayMast



0 IIPaBOTE, a JIUIIb CYUTAA, 9YTO TOT €eMy MeEIIadeT.

ApucToKpaThl, KOTOPHIE JaBHO Hemomo6auBanu Manb0aillia, CJIeTeIuCh, KaK MyXyd Ha MEI, ¥ Hadau
HaIIETITHIBATh EMY:

Mann0alr 3a3Haics, IIOJIB3YySCh UX pr}KGOI;I B MUDeE JIoMeH; OH BEICOKOMEDPEH U HE 3HAEeT CBOET0
MeCTaq,; OH XKaXOeT TPOHa U CIieIHaJIbHO CT'OBOPHJIICA C MATEXKHHUKAMH, YTOOBI Y6I/ITB ero gsapgto...

HOHa‘-IaJ'Iy OH UM H€ BEPHII, HO CO BpeMeHEM, HACIIyIIaBIINCh, CTaJl COMHEBATLCA.

W OH MO3BONNII 9TUM apUCTOKPATaM CTPOUTH KO3HM 3a CIIMHOM Manbbaia, 00beIUHUTHCS IIPOTHB
HET0 ¥ er0 CTOPOHHUKOB, YTO IIPUBEJIO K e111é O0JbIIeMy XaoCy B ¥ 0€3 TOT0 pa3po3HEHHON
KOPOJIEBCKOM apMUH.

W, KaK ¥ CcJlefoBaio 0XUOaTh, MITEXKHUKHU BOCIIOIb30BAIUCh 3TUM M, TIepeiIsd B KOHTPHACTYIIJIEHHE,
3axBaTUJIA BOCEMb KPYTOB Afla, ¥ BOT-BOT HNOJIZKHEI ObLIM 0OPATHCS [0 IIOCTIEIHET0, NEBSITOTO.

Ecnu HUYero He MPeANPUHATH, TO UMIIEPUS, KOTOPYIO ITOCTPOMII €T0 OTell, CKOpPo OyeT oTHaHa
Bpary.

Mann0alr HaKOHeI[ He BeigepxkKail.

OH 6orbllle He CIIOPUII, He YTOBapHUBaJl, a MPOCTO COBEPILIUII IePEBOPOT, BHIIIBLEIPHYB €I0, 3Ty MHaJKy B
KOJIEcaX, C IIIaXMaTHO! MOCKH.

OH maBHO BCE CIIJIaHUPOBAJI 1 JKECTKHMH MEeTOJaMK 3aCTaBUII dPHUCTOKPATOB IIPHUCATHYTH €MY,
00bequHUI dpMHUIO, CTaGI/IJ'II/ISI/IpOBaH AOBOD 1 IIOCTEIIEeHHO IIePEeJIOMHUJI CUTyallhuI0.

Xotst Manwballl ipefia, 3aTOUMII U Clajl ¢ HUM, PaliKy BHIHYK[IeH ObLJT TPH3HATh, YTO TOT OB
ropasmo crocobHee ero.

OH MOT YCMUDPUTH 9TUX ABYIUYHHIX, IbCTUBBIX aPUCTOKPATOB, MOT 3aBOEBATh JOBEPHE apMUH,
3aCTaBUTh KOJIEOTIOMMXCS KOMAaHANPOB ¥ PHIIIapel NCKPEHHEe CIeIoBaTh 3a HUM.

W 4TO camoe Ir1aBHOE — OH [IEMCTBUTEIHLHO HOGGJII/IH MSTEXHUKOB, B35 B IieH OuHHICECa, caepzxKall
CBOE OGGH.IaHI/Ie W 3allUTUJI UMIIEPUIO OJIA €T0 OTLa U OsA0u.

A 49TO KacaeTcsl ero caMoro...

Psiiku MBICTIEHHO 3aKPHIJI JIUIO0 PYKAaMH, TOTOBBIU IIPOBAJIUTECA CKBO3b 3€EMIIIO.



IIepT, KaKuM Xe OH OB UOWUOTOM, XKaAJIKUM 1 HUKYEMHBIM,

— ...Cembs BoBem u3 [IaToro kpyra Afa IOJIHOCTBIO IOJUYUHUIIACH, IIOKJIAIaCh B BEPHOCTHU
KOPOJIEBCKO CeMbe U 3aKJouniia 6padyHbii coi03 ¢ ceMbel Pada u3 Bocbmoro kpyra Aga. Ouu
CTaHYT CaMBIMU BEPHBIMHU U NTpelaHHBIMU CTOPOHHUKAMU KOPOJIEBCKOM apMHUU.

Mann06amr Bomeésn B KoMHaTy. Ero moxomka Oblyla HEMHOTO HETBEPHOW, HO BCE Ke YBEPEHHOH, a
OCaHKa — Kak BCEerfa, MPSIMOM, Kak cocHa. OH JIeTKO B3MaxHYJ PYKOH, U TSKEas nepeBsHHas IBepPb
C MeBSITHI0 MAarMYeCKUMHU 3aMKaMH THXO 3aKPBIIACh.

OH mopoImeén K KPOBaTH, OMYCTHII Ha HET0 B3TJIAN U CKa3al:

— Apucrokpatsl [IeBATH KpyroB Afa ycmupeHbl. OHU 60JIbIlle He TOCMEIOT TalHO (PMHAHCUPOBATh
MSITEXKHHUKOB, UTPast Ha iBa GPOHTA. MsaTeXHUKHU O0JIbIle HE MPEICTABISIOT YT PO3EL.

— Perynyc, moit mpunI], — Manb0all JIeHUBO IOTHSI BEKY, Ha ero I'y0ax MOsIBUIACh €[IBa 3aMeTHast
ynbibKka. — To, 4ero He CMOT THI, CHieNan f.

Ero romnoc 6bin HHU3KHUM, 6apxaTHBIM, CJIOBHO FYCTOﬁ siT, OTIACHBIN, HO CMeEPTEJIbHO c00JTa3HUTE ILHEIN.

OH MeqJIeHHO HaKJIOHUJICS K HEMY, KOHYMKY €r0 BOJIOC IIOYTH KOCHYJIUCH €T0 KOXKHU, TTaXHYIIHe
KEeIpoM.

— CKaxM... KaK Thl MeHST 0TOJIarogapHIIh?

Bywm!

Paliky TOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK y HET'0 3aKPYyKHUJIach TOJI0Ba, a cepflle OeleHo 3aK0I0TUI0Ch. OH He MOT
IIOHSITh, YbE€ 9TO cepplebreHne — «ero» U3 MPOIION XKU3HU UIIK eT0 COOCTBEHHOTO, 3alIePTOro B
9TOM TeJle.

[TpekpacHbIM Mar MefJIeHHO TPUOIMKaJca K HeMY, eT0 BEICOKUIM HOC ITOYTH KacaJcs ero, a Ha
TOHKUX r'y6ax uUrpaia U3sIiHas, HO oacHas yias0Ka.

On CMOTpPEJI Ha 3TO OnMM3Koe IO, ¥ B €T0 T'0JIoBe Obla JTUIIb OMHA MBICTTb:

Kpacus.

JIutio Manw6aira OBIIO... CIIMIIKOM KPAaCUBBIM.

YepThl nmuila ObIIM TAKUMU TOHKMMHU, CJIOBHO X BHITOYUJI UCKYCHBIM MacTep, B €70 OTCTPAaHEHHOMN



XOJIOMHOCTH CKBO3WJIa HafIMeHHas apHCTOKPATHYHOCTh, PECHHUITEI ObITK CIerKa U30THYTH, a I/la3a 3a
MOHOKJIEM B 30JI0TOH ONpaBe — KakK HeXHas 6e30Ha, KaK MaHsI[ass HOYb, B KOTOPYIO HEBOJILHO
ITPOBAJTUBAEIIILCS.

Paliky ycnbiman, Kak «OH» CIJIOTHYJI, 3aT€M OTCTYIIMI Ha HECKOJIBKO IITaTroB U CeJl Ha KpoBaTh.

— Thl... KaK THI 3TO CAEan? — YCbIall «0H» CBOU BOIPOC. — ITO IIPOCTO...

...HEBEPOATHO.

Psiiku MBICTIEHHO 3aKOHYM ()pasy, KOTOPYIO He CMOT IIPOU3HECTH B IIPOLIION XKU3HMU.

[ToTOoMy 4YTO OH 3HaJI, YTO CeHYac OH CHOBA OymeT yIpsSMUTLCS. Beb OH HY 3@ YTO HE IPU3HAET
nopaxkeHue mepen ManbOaliem.

U pmelicTBUTENbHO, «PaliKiU» U3MEHHUI TOH, ¥ B €T0 T0JIOCe HOSBUINCH 3HAKOMEIE HOTKHU
BEICOKOMEDWUS, YIIPSIMCTBA U CBOEHPABUSI:

— XMm¢p, Manbbai, ¢ yero 661 MHe Te6s1 611arogapuTh?

— TrI coBepiIU IIEPEBOPOT, 3allep MeHs 3[IeCh OOHOTO U He TOSBIISJICS eIkl MecsIl. A Temepb
BAPYT IPUILEN U eIle KOEh 0J1arofapHOCTU? — OH BCKUHYJ MOAOOPOAOK U CKpexkeTasn 3ybamu. —
Te0s emlé He Haka3an! Tkl Takoi... 6eCCThIKMIA!

Mann0alil ommyCTHII I'71a3a, U3 ero ropjia BEIPBAJICS TUXUM CMEIIOK, B KOTOPOM CMeIaIiCh
0e3pa3nuuue, yCTAIOCTh U €[Ba YIOBUMasl CAaMOUPOHUS.

— BepHO, — Me[IeHHO TPOU3HEC OH. — JeHCTBUTEIbHO, 6€CCTRIKU.

B aToT mur, 6rmaromapsi «o61ieMy» BOCIIPUSATHIO, PaliK¥, HaX0OsCh B pONTM HaOM0gaTens,
IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO C HACTPOeHueM Manbballla 4YTo-TO He TaK.

— Pa3 3Haems, Tak 94€ro TOBOPHUIIL?!

«PaiiKu» BHe3aIIHO CXBaTwI Masb0ala 3a BOPOTHHK, B €T0 I'JIa3ax ropesl THeB.

OH momHSA OPYTYI0 PYKY, CIIOBHO cOOMpasiCh yIapuTh ero, HO B IIOCJIEIHUI MOMEHT 3aMep,
B3[IPOTHYB.

Llenp, cBUCaBIIAs C KAHOAJIOB Ha €ro 3amnsiacThe, 3a3BeHena. OH MeJIeHHO pa3all KyJlak U BLENUJICS
B Kpay ero OfeKIH.



— ...Maub.

Ero romoc cran Tuille, Kak OQUHOKHY HOYHOU BETED.

— Pa3 MATeXHUKH T00eKIEeHE, apUCTOKPATH YCMUPEHH], 1 B [lapcTBe [1eMOHOB OO0JIbIIE HET
BOWHEL... TO ¥ JePKaTh MeHs 3[ieCh OOJbIe HET CMBICTIA, a?

— ThI MOXKeEIIIb... MOXKEIIIb MEHS OTHYCTI/ITB?
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