— U-n-px...

Y peb6€HKa, M0X0XKe, COBCEM HE OCTAJIOCh CUJI — OH He cufel, a 6yKBaJIbHO paciacTajcs Ha 3eMIie.
BaH 0CTOpPOXKHO IOTHS €ero Ha PyKH. B meiiepe ObII0 CIUIIIKOM TEMHO, YTOOB pa3T/ISAeTh AeTallH,
HO Ha BUJ] MaJIbYUKy OBIIO JIET mecsaTh. Kak Tombko BaH moymo0Hee mepexBaTHI €r0, TPUAePKUBAs
3a MOSICHUITY, KAIPU3HWYABLINHN 0O 3TOT'0 MaJIBIII YTKHYJICS JIMIIOM €My B I'PYOb. I10XJIOMEIBAS €T0 TI0
CIIMHEe ¥ YCIIOKauBasi, baH BHIIIE] Ha CBET.

— 3970 emé yTo Takoe? — mporenun Opma.

— Kak BupuTe, peOEHOK.

Barnsg OpMel ObUT OCTPHIM U KOJIFOYUM, CJI0BHO BaH nmpuTamum B foM 6e300MHOTO IieHKa. EMy 1o
CMEPTH XOTeJIOCh CIPOCUTh: «Kakoro 4épTa OH BIeNUICS B TebOs, KaK B POOHYI MaMOUKy?», HO OH
coepxaics. BMecto saToro Opma IpOTSAHYN PYKY K IJIeYy MaIb4YuIIKY, HaMepeBasich OTOAPATh €ro OT
Bana. OgHako IIpu SIpKOM COJIHEUHOM CBETE CTaJIo SICHO, UTO PeOEHOK He COBCEM UesloBeK. UyTKUMU
yILIKaM¥ OH IIOBEJI B CTOPOHY, a €r0 XBOCT MEJIKO Ioaparusa... COMHeHU He OBUIO: 3TO YaCTU Tella
JKUBOTHOTO.

— Yto? 3Bepomnton?

— A... TouHO, OBIIM ¥ TaKWe packl. 3HAUUT, 9TOT OUTS — U3 3B€POIIofieii? BriepBrie BUXKY UX BKUBYIO.
XM... MOXKET, OH U3 IJIEMEHU KOIIaUbuX?

B mupe «MOX NOX», moMuMO JIIOfieH, CYLIeCTBOBaIM U APYyryue pa3dyMHbIe pacel. Tex, KTo coyeTas B
cebe 4yepTH YesioBeKa U KUBOTHOTO, 00BIYHO KTacCUGHUIIMPOBAU KakK «3Bepomnonei». Cyns 1mo
OCTPHIM YIIIKaM U IMSITHUCTOMY XBOCTY, baH peIm, 4To nepef HUM IIpPeiCTaBUTENb IIeMeHr Mé —
«JIIofen-Komek». Ho cTouno emMy 9To IPOXM3HECTH, KaK PeOEHOK BCKUHYII TOJIOBY ¥, CBEPKHYB SIPKO-
JKEJITHIMU TJIa3aMM, 3BOHKO BEHIKPUKHY:

— 4 He u3 Komaubux! A He KOT, 1 — TUTP!

— ...B-BoT kak. [Tpomy npoienus, s omuoCs.

— Xa, ban. bpocsk 3Toro BeIpofiKa Ha 3eMJit0. Buguiis, Kak NpupypuBaeTcsa? B3pocibli Xe OeThHa, a
BCE TyZa XKe — B IETUIIKHA METHUT.

— Xunik! C-crmacure!

B3pocmeiid? Ax, TouHOo. baH BCTIOMHWJI, UTO 3BEPOJIIONH, BOIPEKH BHEIIHOCTH, JKUBYT HOJITO U
B3pocCeloT nHade. Ho BCE Xe... HAa BUJ €My JIeT BOCEMb-I€BSATh. ECIIM OH «B3POCHBIN», TO CKOJIBKO XK€
eMy Ha caMoM fene?



— Emy yxe mop Tpumiate He6och. He CTHIIHO B TAKOM BO3pacTe Kampu3HU4aTh? — QrIpKHYI OpMa.

— Yro? Tpupauats?

«MHe He TIOCTIHIIAN0Ch?» — BaH, He BepsI CBOUM yIIlaM, IIOCMOTPEIT Ha MPHUKKUMAIONIEr0Csd K HeMy
«pebéHKa». TOT SBHO IIOYYBCTBOBAJI CeOs HEJIOBKO: TOJIBKO YTO OH I'POMOTJIACHO 3asIBJISIII, UTO OH
THUTD, a TeIlepPb CTapaTeIbHO u30eran B3risaa baHa. B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, OH TPo60OPMOTasl TOHKUM, IBa
CITBILITHEIM TOJIOCKOM:

— He Tpupuats... MHe aBagUaTh IATh.

— IlpocTtute?

IBapmaTh OaTh? ITO Ha TPU rofa O0bIlle, YeM BO3PaCT Tela mepeponusiierocs bana. M aTo
«MaJIbYuK»?..

[CkpriTOe 3amanue: CoesnaiiTe HeCUaCTHOTO «IOHOIIY», 3aXBaYeHHOT'0 pa3boiHUKaMH,
II0CJIeIOBATeJIEM Ballero oora.]

Cucrtema 0e3 3a3peHus COBECTH MIHOBEHHO MCIIpaBuUja B TEKCTE 3aJaHusl «MaJlbuiKa» Ha «IOHOIIY».
[TouyBcTBOBaB HEOOBICHUMYIO HEJIOBKOCTD, BaH akKKypaTHO CIIyCTHJ pe0EHKA... TO €CTh, CTapIIero
OpaTa Ha 3eMJIi0. BipoyeM, TOT BCE paBHO IIPOAOJIZKa MEPTBOM XBaTKOM [epKaThCsd 3a HOTY baHa —
BUIIMMO, TaK eMy OBIJIO CTIOKOMHee, ¥ baH peIun He MPensiTCTBOBATh.

— A ny, otuenucs! — peikHyn OpMma.

— H-ux! Bhl cruimkoM xKecToku! CKaxXuTe, yBaXKaeMbIl CIIaCUTE b, 9TOT TOCIOIUH — Balll
JII000BHUK?

— Kakoii emé mo6oBHUK. OH MOM, — oTpe3an OpMa.

— ...Bo-nepBeIX, 5 He NMOOOBHUK, U 51 He COOCTBEHHOCTH rocnoanHa OpMel, — MSATKO monpaBu baH.

— Xa! TeI caMm ckKa3aji, 4TO ThI MOM alloCTOJI!

«W mouyemy oH BefieT cebs Tak mo-meTcKu?» HecMoTps Ha To 4TO 3Bepoittof OblT cTapiie baHa,
BHEIIIHE OH OCTaBajicsi peOEHKOM, U mmepenasika OpMbl C HUM BHITJISIENIa CO CTOPOHKI IOBOJILHO
Heseno. K ToMy e, [JIst TOTO, KTO TOMUJICSI B JIOTOBEe Pa300MHUKOB, 3BEPOJIIO]] BHITTISAMIEN BIIOJIHE
IPUIIUYHO.

3aMHTEPECOBABIINCEH €T0 UCTOPHel, baH mpuriaguil B3bePOoIIeHHEEe OPAaHKeBhle BOJIOCH! I0HOIIIH,



KOTOPHIN BCE eII€ ApoKasl, IPUXKaBIIKCh K er0 HOTe, ¥ CIIPOCHIT:

— Mory s y3HaTh Bale uMsa?

— MeHs 30ByT [IXK5Ha. A Kak UMsI MOETr0 CIIacUTess?

— Mens 30ByT baH.

— Ban! 0-0... Kakoe kpacusoe ums.

Ero cusiiommue riasa BHTIISIENH JOBOIBHO MUIT0. baH HEBOIBHO pacciabuiics, u Ha ero rybax
3aurpara cnabas yneiOka. HabGmromaBimumii 3a 3To# crieHod OpMa GyKBanbHO 3aKuIaj OT SpocTu. OH
He MTOHUMAJI, TOYeMY eMy TakK MMapIIuBO Ha AyIIe, HO OOHO OBIIO SICHO KaK OeHb: 3TOT 3BEPOITION
HArJIo MOJIb3YeTCsI CBOEH MEeTCKOM BHEIITHOCTHIO, YTOOR! IIOJKATHBATh K Bany!

— Cnac u xBaTuT. [lanblie mycTh UAET CBOeH moporoi. [Toimém, baH.

— 97 [I-mopjoxkauTe, Kyfa Bel? — BCTPeNeHyscs [IKoHa.

— Tebe-To 4TO 3a meno? — OpMa CBUPEINO CBEPKHYJI I'Ta3aMH.

I>X9Ha B3IPOTHYJI, HO Ha 9TOT pa3 He OTCTyNnus. EMy ToxXe He HpPaBHJICS 3TOT THII, KOTOPHIA C CAMOT0
HayaJjla IPUOUPAJICS K HEMY II0 1I000My II0BOAY.

— [Ila KTO BHI TAKOM, YTO IIOCTOSSHHO Jie3eTe He B CBOE Aefo? H... moyeMy y Bac Ijia3a TakKHe...
30JI0THIE?

«IToyemy ero riasa CBeTATCS 3010TOM? Y BOJIOCH YepHEIE KaK CMOJIb... Pa3Be baH He Ha3bIBall ero
JrocrmonuaoM Opmon“?» J[I2K9Ha MyUUTEJIBHO TIHITAJICS YTO-TO BCTIOMHUTH, HO ITOJ THETOM TSIZKETION
ayphl, UCXOMSIIEN OT MyKUMHEI, JIUIIb HUXKe OIYCTUJI TOJIOBY U MpobopMoTant:

— 9T0 Befk... I'Ia3a oora...

— Hapo xe, pa36upaerbcs.

— Taxk Heyxenu... BeL 4 ecTb OpMa? ToT camelii... 37101 bor?!

OH B yxkace axHy7. lIleku, 10 9TOT0 HEKHO-PO30BEIE, MTHOBEHHO O0IEOHENTH, @ 3pAaYKK BBRITSHYIIHChH
B Y3KHe BepTUKaJbHEEe menu. OpMa Xe CMOTpesl Ha Hero ¢ mobemHbsIM BUOoM. Ka3anock, oH ObLl
TOJIBKO paji MOATBEPOUTE CBOIO IYPHYIO ClaBy. baHy ocTaBaloCh JIUIIL TUXO B3MOXHYTh, HO OpMy 3TO
He 3a00THI0.



— YV3Han — Torga npoBajauBaiu.

— Ho kax BB 31eCh 0Ka3aJInuch? 910 MecTo — An? Torma rocmonus baH... auren?

— O uém TrI BoOOImE? — OpMa CKPUBHIICS.

BaHy mokasanocs, 4TO B 3TOM (hpa3e MPOMEJILKHYIIO CJIOBO «IIEC», HO OH IIPEANOYEN 3TOTO He
3aMeyarts. [Ipexne 4yeM OH ycIies BMemaThcs, [I2K9Ha ¢ KpuKoM 6pocuics eMy Ha Ielo.

— Kaxk 3no#t Bor mor BeiOpaThcs u3 Ama?! A-a-a, rociogus bau! Cnacute MeHs!

— Tl ¢ yma comén?! A Hy, OTIENNUCH OT HETo!

Y Bana pa3b6ornenachk ronosa. HeT, oH moHUMaJ1, YTO TaKOBa HOpMaJibHas peakius noned Ha OpMmy,
HO...

«[ToyeMy OH ITPOCHUT TTOMOIIH ¥ MeHs? & Belb BEITJISIKY KaK €r0 COOGIIHUK». [I2K9Ha C TIONTHBIMHU Clie3
T7la3aMH¥ BHITJISIEN OYeHb TPOTaTelbHO, HO BaH, MOMHS 0 ero peaabHOM BO3pacTe, He maBan cebe
paccnabuThcs.

— l'ocniogus [Ik9Ha, rociogusd OpMa — Mo Oor.

— ...Yro0-0?

[IK5Ha He IOBEPUJI CBOUM yIllaM, HO baH pemuTenbHO KUBHYJI, IOATBEPKAasi CBOMU CJIOBA.

— ¢ He cTaHy CIpauIuBaTh, KaK BH OKA3a/IUCh B IJIEHY ¥ Pa300MHUKOB, HO YBEPEH, YTO 3TO
IIPOX30LLJIO He 110 Balllei Bojie. Kyna BEI IIJIaHUPYETE OTIIPAaBUTHCS TeIeph?

— Pasymeercs, s X04y BEPHYThCSI Ha POOUHY...

PopguHa 3Bepoiiofei HaXoguaach 3a MOPeM, Ha APYroM KOHTHHEHTe. ECiu IpUKKHYTh Iy Th, OHA
Oblya Hemaneko oT xpama 6ora MyxBu — crenyoreit ey baxa mocie nocemenus: Cuona,
ceatunuia 6ora banana. HeussecTHo, Kak [Ik3Ha 3aHEC/0 Tak gajeko, Ho baH pemu monpo6oBaTh
YTOBOPHUTH €r0 IOUTH ¢ HUMU. K ToMy Ke npencTosino yoenuts u OpMy, KOTOPHIM SBHO HE TOPET
KeaHueM O6paTh MOMYyTYUKA.

— Ilocnymatite, rocnogus [Ik5Ha. MEI IIyTelecTByeM, 4TOOb CIIaCTH MUD OT rubes.

— Ot rubenu?..



— Pa3Be BHI HE BUIUTE, UTO Ha MUP O0PYIIUIIOCH OeOCTBUE?

— Buxy. ITo mpaBfe roBopsi, S ¥ OTIIPABUJICS B IIyTh, YTOOH HauTH McKaTess U3 IPOpPOYeCTBa,
KOTOPHIM 3HAET CII0CO0 BCE UCIIPABUTD.

— HckaTens u3 mpopoyecTsa?

— Ha... FoBopumu, OH HaXo#UTCS B xpaMe Oora Cepku HemomaneKky OTCIofa.

«...JTO OH PO MeHs?» baH 3aMep U yKpaaKou B3TJIsAHYI Ha OpMy. TOT BCEM CBOUM BULOM
TI0Ka3bIBaJl, YTO Pa3rOBOP eMY He UHTepPeCeH, U JIUIIb IPOO0JIKal 0ypaBUTh [[2K3HY B3TJISAOM,
CKpeCcTuB pyKH Ha rpyau. [Toxoxe, [I2K3Ha el CTBUTEIBHO UCKal ero. Heyxenu cnyxu o bane
[oJeTeNn’ faXxe [0 3aMOPCKOr0 KOHTHHEHTA?

— 4 ucKan ero, HO IO ITyTH TIOTEPSIT Bce Bely. & ymanm B 00MOPOK OT JKaXK[hl, ¥ TOTMa-TO MEHS U
CXBATHUJIM PAa300MHUKH.

— ...BoT kaxk.

— Xopst cnyxu, 4yTo McKaTesnp HefaBHO 1morub... MHe CTajo TakK CTPAIIHO, YTO S PELIUT BEPHYThCS
IOMOH.

[Toxoxe, yroBopuTh [Ik3HYy OymeT HecnoxkHO. A OpMma... «4To X, CHadasa CHealo, a II0TOM
pasbepemcs». B mocnenHee BpeMs 60T OBITT K HEMY IOBOJIbHO CHUCXOOUTEJIEH, TaK YTO, eciii baH
XOPOILIEHBKO MTOIIPOCUT, TOT HAaBEPHSIKA CMEHUT I'HEB HAa MUJIOCTb.

— lNocnmogun [I2K3Ha, KazkKeTCs, TOT, KOTO BHL UIIIETE, — 3TO 4.

— Ox! T'ocnogun baH u ects cKaTenb U3 IPOPOYECTBa’?

— [Ipo «Hckatemnsa» — 3T0, CKOpee BCEro, IpUyKpallleHHbIe CIIyXU, HO T€POU 3TUX UCTOPUU
NEVCTBUTEJIBHO £1.

— Ba-a... A 4-TO 4yBCTBOBAaJI...

II>k3Ha BOCTOPKEHHO ITocMOTpen Ha bana. TanHCTBEHHHIN, TPeKPacHBIN U moOphiil MickaTenb — OH
OBLIT UMEHHO TaKMM, KakKuM [[2K3Ha ero cebe mpeaCcTaBIIsiL.

— Ho nmouewmy... BEI BMecTe co 316IM borom?

— Kaxk g yxe rosopui, rocrogu OpMa — Mo# 6or. A s — ero arnocTol.



— 4 xe cka3san, ban — Mou, — BctaBun OpMma.

He coBceM noHATHO, KaK OOHO BEITEKAJIO U3 APYroro, Ho baH, moMennus, KUBHYII. JIULO [IK3HEI BMUT
cTasio TakuM, OyoTo Ha Hero o6pymunock He6o. B 3TOoT MoMeHT BaH B35 €ro 3a PyKU U CEpbe3HO
IIPOX3HEC:

— BrI ckazanu, 4TO UCKaIu MeHs, YTOOEL OCTaHOBUTE OencTBue? Torma Kak Hac4yeT TOro, YTOOE!
IIOWTH C HAMH?

— ...Bmecte?

— Iloromu, THI 4TO HeceIb? — BMelancsa OpMma.

— IIa, BMecTe. Ecnu umciio mocienoBaTesned rocmogria OpMEl BEIPACTET, MBI CMOKeM OrICTpee
OYHUCTUTH MUP OT CKBEPHHI.

BaH He 0T/IMYasCsa KpaCHOpeureM, U ero JOBOIE! B II0JIb3y COBMECTHOTO MyTEUIeCTBUS 3BydalIu
cna6oBaTo, HO [IK3Ha, TS0 B CUSIOIINE TOIy0Oble ra3a baHa, JTUIIb TIyI0 TPUOTKPELT POT X...
COTJIaCHO 3aKMBaJl.

Hab6miomaBimuii 3a aTiM OpMa JIUIIh U3YMJIEHHO XMBIKHYJ ¥ ITPOOOPMOTAT:

— Xa, HY ¥ Be3eT ke Tebe 1Mo KU3HU... Bcé y Tebs Tak mpocTo.
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