[TockonbKy y MeHs Ovlna ¢ cobou HeppuToBas Tabnuuka Cso [y, cTpaxka y BOPOT IIOBEPUIIa, YTO MEI
TOJILKO YTO BBILUIX U3 ABOPIIA, ¥ OECIPENSITCTBEHHO IIPOIYCTHUIIA.

Kaxk s v mpeqrmonaras, He YCIIeNld Mbl OTheXaTh OT CEBEPHABIX BOPOT, KaK Ha CTEHAX 3aXTJIHCh
CUTHalbHEIE OTHU. HaunHasncsa KoMeHgaHTCKuit yac. CKOpo UMIlepaTOpCKas TBapaus BHIENET U3
ropoja Ha MOU IMOUCKH. HU3710:KeHHEIN UMIIEPaTop, Yb€ MECTOHAX0XKIeHNe HEU3BECTHO, —
OTpOMHAas yrpo3a AJis IpaBeHus HeIHeIIHero rocynaps. Csio JlaHb, KOHEYHO, BHIBEPHET 3EMITI0
Hau3HaAHKY, JIUIIh Obl HAUTH MEHS.

YBupeB 3apeBo Haf TOPOOCKUM KBapTaloM, TPEBOra BO MHe JIUIIL HapacTana. f oToan mpukas
TOJIKO 4TO IpuObIBIIEMY baii JIu:

— Pazpenumcs. Thl BO3bMEIIb YaCTh JIIOJEX U IBUHEIILCS K I0KHOMY CKJIOHY TOPH MsiHb, YTOORI
OTBJIeYb [IOTOHI0. BcTpetuMcs y peku JIoxu.

— Bpart, T conpoBoXKal uMIepaTopa, a { MoBeAy OPYrylo 4acTe! — BocKnukHyna bai 13u u,
XJIECTHYB KOHSI, yM4asiach Ha 0T CO CBOMM OTpsioM. baii JIu Xke, ypaByisds IIOBO3KOM, ITOBETT MEHS U
OCTaJbHBEIX 0TOOPHEIX 001i110B Besoiil cTpaxku Ha 3amaf, B OecKpaiHuii nec. Bckope mociue Toro, Kak
MBI pa3meNnuiuch, C3afH, CO CTOPOHE MAHBI3MHA, JOHECCS OTHAIEHHBIN LITyM IIOTOHU. YBULEB, UTO
IpecnegoBaTeid YCTPeMUnuch 3a baut 1[3u u e€ mopbMu ¢ GpakenaMu, MBI BOCIIOIb30BaIUCh
MOMEHTOM ¥ CKPBUINCE B 1ecy. BugHo, caMo He00 MHe TIOMOTajio — BAPYT XJIBIHYJI TUBEHb, U
IIpecieqoBaTh HAC HOYBIO B JIECY CTAJI0O M BOBCE HEMBICIIUMO.

OpHaKO [IOXK[Ib JIUJT BCE CHJIbHEE, U HaM TOXKe OBIJI0 HeJIeTKO MPOABUTaThCs. [IPUIIIOCh BpeMEeHHO
pa30uTh 1arepb U OTAOXHYTh.

q JpeMall B IIOBO3Ke IO CTYK HOXKIA U Y2KE IIOYTH IIPOBAJINBAJICA B COH, KaK BOPYT yCIIBIIIAII
KOHCKO€ p2KaHHe€. MrHOBEHHO IIPOCHYBIINCH, A OTKHUHYJI IIOJIOT ¥ YBUOEII BAAJIK, CPEOU NEPEBLEB,
MeEJIbKAIOIIue OTHU — UMIIEPATOPCKAaA I'BapAus HACTUT'JIA Hac!

Tako# 1maHC BhITagas pegko. Eciu MeHs CXBaTAT ceitdac, BRIOpaThCs MOTOM OyHeT MOoYTH
HEBO3MOKHO.

— Baiu JIu! — KpukHyn 1.

— Brl 3apgepxuTe ux, a g yBedy ummneparopa! — baui JIu BCKOYUII B CEJI0, HATSHYJI IIOBOAbS, U
II0BO3Ka, [I0KAuYMBasCh, TPOHYJIACh C MecCTa. f efBa yaepKascs, yXBaTUJICA 3a CULEeHbe, 3aTeM
BHIIIPHITHY M3 MIOBO3KM, BCKOYMJI Ha Jiolnafab K baii JIu 1, BEIXBaTUB Y HETO K3-3a M0siCa Mey,

nepepyOuT BepEBKH, CKOBHIBABILIKE KOHS. 3aTEM I CO BCEU CHJIBI BOH3UJI KJTMHOK B KPYIT KOHSI:

— Bmepeén!

Koub B3BUJICSA Ha OBIOB ¥ PBAHYJI BIEPEN, HO B TOT K€ MUT [IeCATKYU BCAgHUKOB OKPYKUIIKA HAC C ABYX
CTOPOH. Bce B CMHUX MYHOUMPaX C KPACHBIMHU JlallkaHaM#u — 0e3 COMHEHUSI, TBapAus, OXpaHsIoIas
MsubpI3uH. 9 130 BCex CUM cXKajl 60Ka KOHS HOTaMU, OTHOM PYKOii CHSIJ JIyK CcO ciuHb Baii JTu,
CTUCHYJI 3yObl U, HANpAras BCe CUJIb, HaTSHYJ TeTUBY. [IpoxKallleil pyKoil s IPULIEJIUIICS B TOJIOBY
IIePBOT0 BCAAHUKA U BHIIYCTUTI cTpeny. CTpesa BOH3UIACh eMy B II7led0. f BUeln, Kak OH
IIOMIATHYJICS, HO HE CBAJIUJICS C Cefya, a, Ha000pOT, IPUTHYJICA K IIee KOHS U YCTPEeMUICS IPSMO Ha
Hac. Cepalle MOE CKaJocCh, 5 yKe XOTeJl BHIYCTUTh BTOPYIO CTPeIly, HO OH ObLI yXKe CIUIIKOM
67u3K0. Ero TEMHO-CHHUY XajaT C BHIIIUTHIM TUTOHOMY MEJIbKHYII B CBeTe (haKesoB.
O1m1eTOMNEHHBIN, 1 Ha MTHOBEHKE 3aMeIIKaJICs, U 9TOT0 XBATUJIO, YTOOEI OH OKa3aJiCs BIIEPe[y,
II€PEKPEIB Iy Th.



B MrHOBeHHE OKa MBI OKa3aIuCh OKPY2KEHEI FBap)IefILIaMPI CO BCeX CTOPOH.

Batt JIu pe3Ko ocamguil KOHS, B35JI Y MeHS Med, coOMpasiCh CpaxkKaThCsl HaCMepTh. 7 X&Ke, yCTaBUBIIKUCH
Ha Cso [y, KOTOpPHIY B CBETE (haKeJIOB ITOXOMMUI Ha OKPOBABIIEHHOT'0 IeMOHA-aCypa, HallpOTHUB,
YCIIOKOHUJICSI ¥ TIOJIOKU PYKY Ha pyKy bait JIu. OTOT mapeHb JIOBKO CIPBLITHYJ C KOHS, BEIPBAJ CTPEY
M3 CBOETO IJIeYa, flake He MOPTHYB, B3METHYJI [I0JTy XaJjlaTa ¥ OIYCTHUJICS Ha OOHO KOJIEHO Iepef
MOMM KOHEM.

— IIpowmy BepxoBHOr0o MMIIepaTopa MoCiIen0BaTh CO MHOX BO JABOPELL.
Ero crnoBa npo3Bydanu TBEPHO U PEIIUTENIbHO, 0€3 TEHU HeJJaBHeTo IbsIHOTO yrapa.
4 ctucHyn 3y0nl. Kak ORICTPO 9TOT IapeHsb IPoTpe3Bert!

Ho T0, 4TO MpHUIIéN KMEeHHO OH, BCE Ke 0CTaBJISII0 IPOCTPAHCTBO /IsT MaHEBPa. ECIM CerogHs yuTu
He YHacTCs, 51 MOKeH CchesaTh BCE, YTOOR cllacTu 3TuX 60ii1oB Benoi crpaxu. Hu B KoeM ciydae
HeJIb3$T TO3BOJIUTh, YTOOBI UX CXBATHIIA U HOIPOCUIIH.

VHaue Moit msapast mo matepu, bait dupuxu, Oymet oOpedéeH.

4 noxnomnan bawt JIu 110 1yie4y, MO3BOJIUII €My IIOMOYb MHE CJI€3Th C KOHS ¥ MEeIJIEHHO HallPaBUIICS K
Cso [y.

Korga Csio [y momHsIT Ha MeHS B3TJISA[, S CHeall Iar BIePEe 1 yIaj IPsSIMO B eT0 PacIpoCTEPTHE
pyku. ETo mpIXaHue I'yCTO IaxJio BUHOM, T'Jla3a OBbITM BOCIAJIEHHE!, OYITO OH BCE eILIé MbSH, HO IIPH
3TOM Ka3aJiCd Ha yOUBJIeHHEe TPe3BbIM. S 00BUII ero I1et0 pyKaMu, IPUABUHYJICS K CAaMOMY yXy U
IIPOLIETNTaN:

— 4 BepHYyCh ¢ ToOOM. OTIIYCTH 3TUX JTIOJEH, U ST UCIIOJIHIO 1I060€e TBOE KejaHue.

Csto [y B KOHIIe KOHIIOB OBITT eII1é I0HIIOM, ¥ TaKue CJI0Ba He MOTJIM He MOAedCTBOBaTh. Bums, 4To oH
He IPedIpPUHUMAET NaJlbHEeHIINX NeHCTBUM, ST He3aMeTHO BHITAIIMIT KWHXKAJ ¥ HeT0 U3-3a Mosica,
IIPUCTABUII JIE3BHE K €T0 TOPITYy ¥ TPOMKO CKOMaH/OBaI:

— IIpopeiBaemcs!

I'Bapmeniibl, yBUOEB, UTO HACIEOHBIM IIPHHI] B 3aJI0’KHMKaX, HA MTHOBEHUE 3aMellIKanuch. bau JIu TyT
JKe BCKOYMII B CEMIJIO ¥, CJIOBHO BUXPb, BHIPBAJICA U3 OKpYyxKeHus. [lecaTku 00i10B bemoi cTpaxu
TI0CJIeloBa/ii 3a HUM, py0si HallpaBo ¥ HaJleBO, BCTYIIUB B CXBATKY C TBappeliiamu. bait Jlu,
OTJISHYBIIKCH U YBHUMEB 3TO, pa3BepHYJICS, 4ToOH cnacTu MeHs, HO Cso [y, He oOpalliasd BHUMaHUSA
Ha KMHXKaJ y Topja, Kpenko 00XBaTUJI MeHs, BCKOYHUJI Ha KOHS, IpuxXKan K cebe u, He oOpalas
BHUMaHHUS Ha TO, YTO TBOPUJIOCh MEXKAY r'BapaeraMu U bemou cTpaxen, moMyancs nIpsaMo K
TOPOICKNM BOPOTaM.

¢l He 3HaJ, BHSJI M OH MOMM CJIOBaM ¥ HaMEePEHHO JIU [Iajl UM YHTH, HO Ha CEPAle Y MeHs ObUIO U
PaJIOCTHO, ¥ TPEBOXKHO OIHOBPEMEHHO.

Y camrix BopoT Cs0 [y HaTSHYJ IOBOAbS U 3aCTaBUJI KOHS 3aMeJIUTh Iiar.

— O cerogHsAIIHEM ITPOUCLIECTBUY S HE [0JI0XKY OTIY. — OH CKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY, T'YOBI €r0 IIOYTH
KacaJiuCh Moeii 1meu, fbixaHue ObI0 06XKuratonle ropsyuM. — [1sa0s, Ha 6epery peku JI0XKu CcToST
MHOTOYKCJIEHHbIE BoWCKa. Y 0 monTy CiyKOBL... ¥ 110 INYHLIM [IPUYUHAM g He MOTY Bac OTIYCTHUTS.
He Bunute MeHs.



¢ B3OPOTHYJ, 3aTEM B3TOXHYII:

— Kak g mory Te651 BUHUTS?

Pa3Be He caM s B3paCTUII BOJIKa, KOTOPHIY Tellepb MeHs KycaeT?
Cso0 [y monyar, 3aTeM KPUKHYJI B CTOPOHY BOPOT:

— OTKpBIBaTH!

Crpaxa y BopoT, yBuzeB Cso [y, ApyKHO ONMyCTUIACh Ha KOJIEHU:
— Ero BBICOYECTBO HaCIegHBIN NPUHII!

— 3akpoiiTe BopoTa. CerofHs HUKOT0O He BITyCKATh U HE BHITYCKaTh. Kpome TOro, cpenu
BEPHYBIINXCS TBApAENIIEB 3aTecaluch YOUNIIEI, OKYIIAIOIIAECS Ha UMIIepaTopa. YBUIUTE
BO3BpAIIAIOIINUXCS — BCTPETHTE UX I'PAfIOM CTPEJI.

Crpaxa XOpoM OTBETHJIA:
— Cnyuaemcs!

Y MmeHs €kHyo cepaue. HeyXenu oH pagy MeHsI yCTpauBaeT pe3Hio U 6JI0KupyeT HHpopManuo?
9TOT MapeHs...

Csio [ly mOBEN KOHS B TOPOJ ¥, HOCTUTHYB y4acTKa HOPOTH, 3aTEHEHHOTO IePEBbSIMHU, OKJIUKHYII:
— Iand... — ¥ 3alHyJICA.

4 moHS, YTO OH, HABEPHOE, X04YEeT YTO-TO IMOMPOCUTh, ¥ CaM Hadall Pa3roBOp:

— l'oBopu. YTo TH X0Uelh, 4YTOOH 5 mooberan?

[Tpu nyHHOM CBeTe BhIpaxkenwue nuiia Cso Iy Ob10 Hepa3TuduMo.

— 4 xouy, 4TOOH AsiAs MO0GEIIall... TOTHOCTHIO OBEPSITH MHE.

4 omermmui, He oKuOasi TaKOro.

4 6wt 03amaved. OH HAKJIOHUIICS KO MHE ¥ IIOHU3MUII TOJI0C:

— IToBeprTe, 4TO ST MOTY IOMOYb BaM BEPHYTH IIPECTOI.

OSTH cj0Ba IIOMaIy IPSIMO B 11eJ1b. MOM 3payky Cy3U/INCh, IbIXaHKUe IIepexBaTuiio. ECTeCTBeHHO, 5 He
BEPUJI, YTO OH UCKPEeHEH — KaKO¥ HacCJIe[IHbIM IPUHI] HEe MedTaeT 0 TpoHe? K ToMy ke aMOUIUY y
Hero OblTi HeMasbie. Ho c1oBa ero ObUIM CIMIIKOM COOJIa3HUTEIBHEI, ¥ 5T He CMOT COepzKaTh JIETKOM
ycMmelnky. Hak/IOHUBIIUCE, S AYHYT eMy Ha MOYKY yXa:

— Xopotio, s Bepio Tebe Ha CII0BO.

OH TyT Ke BecCh 3afipoxKaJl, efiBa He CBaJIMBIINCE C KOHS. &, BUId ero peakIiuio, BHyTpeHHe
paccMesinics. ITOT BOTYOHOK XOTh U ITOB3POCIIENT, BHYTPH BCE elé OB HeBUHEH. [lepKaTh ero Ha
PACCTOSTHUM BHITSTHYTOM PYKH, TO ITOATAIKMBAS, TO OTTAJIKABAsI, — BEPOSITHO, CAMbIi 3)()EeKTUBHBIN
crtoco0 ¢ HUM CIIpaBUTHCS. [IoKa OH He Mepexonusl MOUX I'PaHuUll, s, KaK CTapIIHi, MOT IT03BOJIUTh



ce0e C HUM TIOUTPaTh.

Cso [y He 3Ha/, 0 Y€M 5 OyMaJl, HO s CJIBIIIaN, KaK ero cepflle KOJIOTUTCS, Kak 6apabaH, ¥ OT 3TOTO
MHE CTaJIO CIIOKOHMHee.

[Too6UTE TAKOTO OSIII0, KaK I, — 9TO €ero HeCcyacThe.
EnBa g nogymarn o6 3ToM, Kak Cs0 [y IIOJ0KUJI CBOXO BOJIYLIO JIally MHE Ha PYKY.

¢ momnwITaNCs OTAEPHYTH PYKY, HO OH KPEIKO CxKaJjl e€, CJIOBHO HaMePeHHO IIPOBePSsis, ITie IPOoJIeraioT
MOU TPaHUIIHL.

[TomepkaTh 3a PYKy — 3TO eIl€ Kyaa Hu 1u10. Ho 3aTeM ero apyras pyka 06Buiia MO0 TaJIuio:
— IIsAns, BEI HE IPOTUB?

4 cxXancs u3HyTpHU, HO IIpOMOJI4all, 4YyBCTBYs, 4T0o Cs0 [y ceilyac, KaXKeTcsl, TOJIBKO XBOCTOM He
BUJISIET OT YOOBOJIbCTBUS. JIUIIb TOTOA OH CJIeTKa CxKaJl 00Ka KOHS, ¥ Mbl HECIIEIIHO IT0eXalu K
IPUCTaHHU.

3aBuneB Hac ¢ Cso [y u3naneka, MpUaBOPHas CTpaxXKa, OKPYKHUBIIAs MPUCTaHb, BEIABUHYJIACh HAM
HaBCTPeYy U IIPOBOAKIia Hac Ha HeOecHy1o nambio.

BepHyBumch Ha Kopa6iib, S COCNIaics Ha HeJOMOTaHKe U YOAIUIICS B KAIOTy OTABIXaTh. Ho Bopogascs
c 60Ky Ha 00K, 6ecriokoschk o bernoi cTpaxe.

Moii nober mpoBanuscs, UMIIepaTopcKas rBapaus Oblia MOfHATa Ha HOTU. bait JIu u ocTanbHBIE
Ooriel bemoit cTpaxku He CMOTYT BepHYThCS B MsHbLBKH B OnuxKaiiiee BpeMsi. Eciou Cso [y ckasan
npaBay U Ha 6epery peku JIoXu AelCTBUTEILHO CTOSIT MHOTOYMCIIEHHBIE BOMCKA, a ball dHbYXY He
CMOZKET IIOMOYb, OyAy4M CIIUIIKOM [ajieKo, TO B MSIHbLI3UHE MHE OCTAETCS MOJIaraThCs JUIIb Ha
HECKOJIbKUX CTaphIX YNHOBHUKOB, IpeJaHHEIX MHe yepe3 ®au dHs, na Ha HacnenHoro npuHia Cso

Hy.
BHepBBIe C MOMEHTa OTPEeYEHUs g1 TaK ABCTBEHHO OIYTHJI, KaK MO BJIaCTh PACCHIIIAETCA B IIPaX.

[TocKOIBKY YCHYTH BCE PABHO HE YIABAJIOCh, S HAKWHYJI OfEXKY ¥ BEIIIET ITOJII060BATHCS BOCXOIOM.
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