9x! OKa3aBIIKCEH B TAKOM II0JIOKEHUHU, BCE elé Bemelb ceOst BhicoKoMepHO! — Lot OanHxyIM
MBICJIEHHO pyTascs, TSAs Ha pa3apakeHHoe U0 IeCTOTro roCIoanHa bas, u ycMexHyIcs, He
IIPOMOJIKas MOAIIyYUBaTh.

— O#, y MeHs BOPYT criuHa 3abonena... KaHiep, nydine mobecmokoite Ero BenuuecTBo, OH Beb
TI0OUT TPYAHOCTH.

— ... — Lluns FOit He HAIIENCS YTO OTBETUTH, TS Ha HAaCMELIUIUBYIO YIbIOKY Lot ®anxyas. Jlyuine
He [laBaTh 3TOMY HETrofsi0 HOBEE KO3EIpU. Korya BepHyCh B CTONUILY, 51 €T0 yoepy.

Iy CioaTtaH, CTOS 3a €r0 CIIMHOM, CJIOBHO HAYETO He 3aMeyvasi, YILIOHYICS, HAKJIOHUJICS BIIEPEN U
CKa3zal:

— ITTosigémTe, Bame BenmuecTBo, MHE HEMHOTO XOJIOIHO.
— Xopormuro, — ITuns FOit moBepHYICS, IOMPABUI €I0 TOJCTHIN IJTalll ¥, 0OHSB, MOIIEIT BIEPes.

— Tl BRITTISIAUING KaK TPABUTENIb, TOTEPSIBIIMH TPOH, — Lo ®3HXy9¥, 3aKaTHUB rj1a3a, mociefoBa
3a HUMH.

3a MOBOPOTOM TOPHOTO XpeOTa BeTep HEMHOTO CcTuX. Lulb FOif 0CMOTpECs, y2Ke X0Tell MPeAIoKUTh
OTHOXHYTH, KakK BOPYT [y CroaTaH OPOCHIICS BIEPE ¥ KPEIIKO O6HSII ero.

— C109... — Ero Benn4ecTBo Ha MTHOBEHHUE 3aMeD.
— Kus3s, npoctute, — [y Cro3TaH LIETHY €My Ha yXO.

Yro? — Lluas FO# nouyBCcTBOBAJ HelagHOe, HO He YCIIeNl CpearupoBaTh, Kak B 3aTHUIOK eMy HaHeC/IH
CUBbHEIM yaap. [lepeq rima3aMu IIOTEMHENO, ¥ OH TIOTEPSII CO3HAHUE.

— Kanunep... — Liou ®3HXy5M B yKace axHyI.

Iy CrostaH, rinaas Ha Lon ®3HXy3s, coennan XKecT, yKa3biBas B CTOPOHY. Lfor ®3HXY5H, OCTOPOKHO
IIOCMOTPEB, YBUEI, YTO C IPYTOM CTOPOHHI JBOE JIIOflel BHHMAaTEeIbHO OCMaTPUBaIl OKPECTHOCTH,
II0KA He 3aMeTHJIH UX.

— VBenurte Ero BenuuectBo, — [y Cro3TaH niepenan eMy 4enoBeKa. — § OTBIIEKY UX.

— Ou1, — Lrou Oauxysii, noggepxkubas Lluas KOs, moneiTancsa octaHoBUTE ero, HO [y CroaTtaH
00€epHYJICS U Pe3K0 II0OCMOTPEIT Ha Hero:

— BricTpee!

Lo ®auxysit 3aMep, Habmonas, Kak KaHiyiep yoeraeTt. Huuero cebe, HeykKeu OH ObIT TaKUM
cnabriM? YEPT, y Bac BCexX HET HACTOSAIIEro 00IuKa! — MBICJIEHHO PyrasiCh, OH TUXO YBeJl IIIECTOT0
rocnoguHa bas.

Yepes nmonyaca

[y CroaTaH npuxaii pykKy K IIJIedy — paHa pa30liachk, U KPOBb IPOCTYIIUIa CKBO3b ofexnay. K
CYaCTbIO, IJIAIl CKPHIBAT 3TO.

— Odunep Iy, — Tau LI3e cuenan mar BIepeN, ero B3TJISMA IPUKOBaH K HeMy. — HakoHel-To s Te6s
BCTPETHUIL.



Xe-xe... — [y CioaTaH, 105 Ha HEHABUCTh B €T0 I'J1a3aX, JUIlh yIbOHycs. Tal 1[3e ObI OqHUM U3
MIEePBBIX IIMUOHOB IAPCTBa Y, BHEAPEHHBIX B CTONUIY. [I0YTH OBaAlaTh JIET OH He BO3BpAlllaiCs B
[I3s1HbE, M HEKOTOPBIE HaXkKe CUUTAIU er0 MECTHBIM XKUTEJIEM.

— len3zop TaH.
BpoBu Ta#n Li3e mporuynu. OH cpenan mar BIepen, TyOsl OpoxKau:
— [Touemy... [Touemy TEHI IIpefa BOEHHOTO COBETHUKA, Tpefas KHA35?

B TpunapguaThiii ron apsl FOHX3, mocie Bo3BpalleHus KHA3s L[3unb B cronuily, [y CioaTaH 3aBoeBall
IOBepHe BOEHHOT0 COBETHUKA U BO3TJIAaBUII YIIpaBIeHUEe Hag30pa, CaMoe BaKHOe MoApa3feeHne
pe3ufeHIN BOEHHOTO COBETHUKA. BCce BaxKHBIe CEKPEeTHBIE MOHECEHUS 1IapCTBa Y MPOXOOUIIU Yepes
Iy CroaTaHa, ¥ OH OBIJT CAMBIM BaXXHEIM COBETHUKOM @y HO#CHI.

Tan LI3e HCKpeHHe BOCXUIIAJCS UM, faXkKe MIPeKJIOHSICS nepen HuM. Eciu ObI He er0 CBOeBPEeMeHHBIN
COBET, OH MOT Obl OBITH YOUT KHsI3eM LI3uHb U3-3a gena ceMbu Cso.

U BOT 3TOT caMblii YeJIOBEK MIpefan KHI35 Y, 4TO IPUBENIO K MOpaXKeHuIo napcTea. TaH L3e,
CKPHBIBASICh MIPU ABOPE, MO0 COOMpaUt Mo KPYyIuIlaM IIpaBay.

OH He MOr NPUHATH 3T0. He Mor npuHATh, 4T0 Iy Cr09TaH CMEHUI UMS, CIIOKOMHO 3aHUMaJl BHICOKUU
IIOCT ¥ KMJI CUACT/IMBOM CEMENHOU XKMUIHbIO.

— Llen3op TaH, mob6eguTesb CTAHOBUTCS KOPOJIEM, a MIPOUTPaBLUINN — PAa300MHUKOM. 3aUyeM 3aaBaTh
nuiHye Bonpock? — Iy Cio3TaH, CJI0KUB PYKHU 3a CIIMHOU, CIIOKOMHO CMOTpEJI Ha Hero.

Xe-xe... Xa-xa-xa... — TaH lI3e 3acMesdrics, IS0 Ha HET0, U KUBHYIT:

— BepHo. Twt u Jly LlyH 3amiaTuTe 3a 3TO.

— XoT4 TH He nocnyuaens, — [y CroaTaH, risaasa Ha JIro AHBIISHS 3a ero CIIUHOU, CKa3al:
— Ho coBerTyto: 11apcTBo Y Gosbllie HET, HE TpaTh CUIHL 3psi. THl BCETO JIUIID EIIKa.

Tan 113e GosbIie He TOBOPUII, IOTHS Me4 U Me[JIEHHO IIOIIEN Brepé. JIio dHBIISHS,
HAaXMYyPUBIIKCH, BAPYT 3aTO0BOPHUIL.

— Ilomoxnu, rocriogud [y, roe oH?

— Ero BenuuecTtBo? — [y Cro3TaH NpUIOHSI OPOBh U ITOKayvas TOJI0BOM:

— He 3Hamw.

He 3naems? — JIi0 AHBII9HL YCMEXHYIICS, TIOOOIIEN K HEMY U IIPOBEJ NallbllaMU 110 €ro IIAlILY:

— Torpga oTKyma y KaHIpiepa 9TOT miai? — [IaTunansiii ApakoH — CHMBOJ, KOTOPBIA MOT HOCHUTh
ToJIbKO ChiH Heba.

JIuio le CrooTaHa Ha MTHOBEHHE U3MEHUIOCh, HO OH He pacTepsiicd U IIPOaOI2KUII:
— Ecnu g cTo10 30ech, 3a4eM MHe TOBOPHUTH Tebe?

— locoguH, KOTAa-To CIyXKWUI Y, 3aTeM Iepeléen K YKao, a Tellepb CTajl BEPHBIM M CMEJIBIM?



— 1 BepeH TOJIBKO CBOEMY CepAIy, — a MO€é Cepplle HUKOTHa He MeHs1ock, — [y Clo3TaH, Iiafs Ha
Tan 113e, yneIOHYICS:

— llen3op TaH, DeUCTBYH.

JIuto JTio AHbIsHS n3MeHnnock. OH KPenKo cxKaJl T'yObl, pa3MBIIUIAS 0 4YEM-TO. TaH L[3e yxKe mogHsn
Meu u mwarHyn suepeq. [y CioaTaH, IIsiaa Ha OCTpUe Meda, BCIIOMHUII Te IeTCKHUE U JIOXKHEIE
ofellaHus B melepe.

V-y-y... — TOCHHBIIIANCS CBUCT, ¥ BCE YETBEPO B JIECY B3IPOTHYJH, ODHOBPEMEHHO B3TJISIHYB B
CTOPOHY.

— JI10 AHBIISHG, TH BREITIAOUIIL CTapiie.

Oy CioaTaH, yBUAEB 3Ty QUIYyPY, TOYYBCTBOBaAJ, KaK BCE TeJIO oleneHeso. KHsa3b, mouyemy Bri
BEPHYJIUCH?

Hunp FO#, BCTPETUB €ro0 B3TJISA[, CIIOBHO MOHSJI €T0 BOIIPOC, ITOTEP 3aTHUIOK U MEAJIEHHO MTOMOIIE]T,
rinsanos Ha JIo dHbpIISHS:

— Tul xoTen yBugeTs Hac? [ToueMy Mom4uiis?

JIio AHbIISHL BHUMATEIBHO IIOCMOTPETI 3a €ro CIIMHY — TaM HUKOro He Obuto. Lluns KO, 3aMeTuB ero
B3TJIsAM, He cTal obpalaTth BHUMaHus u nogoien K Iy CioaTany.

— Otnyctu Haiero kaHujepa, 1 Mel otTnagum Tede CeiMa I1lao13i0Hs.

Ceppnue JIro dHBIISHS APOTHYJIO, HO JIUI[0 OCTAaBaI0Ch HEBO3MYTUMBIM:

— Baine BenuuecTBO rOBOPHUT, HO HE YIIOMUHAET CeOsI.

— Tet otnyctumb Hac? — Lunas FO# HacMemmnuBo cKa3an, 6pocas B3rsag Ha TaH L3e:

— MEI He TOBOpPUM JIUIITHETO!

— Barme BenuuecTBo 37€ch, pa3Be MHE HYKHO 00SThCS yrpo3? — JIio AHBIISHb YCMEXHYIICS.

Xe-xe... — Lunb KO#, 10 9TOr0 mepKaBIINi PYKY 3a CIKUHOM, BHE3AITHO BHITAIIXII KMHKAJl, OCTPHEe
KOTOPOTO OBIJIO HANPaBJIeHO Ha eT0 COOCTBEHHOE CeplIE.

— Twt coenaemts 3T0. Ecm Mut ympéM, Crima [1Tao13t0Hb TOKe yMpPET. JIi0 AHBIISHE, TH TOTOB
nocroputs ¢ Hamu?

JTto AHBIISHD KPETKO CXKaJl Ky/laky, Tasas Ha Hero. Barnsag Ero BenuuecTBa ObIT XKECTOKUM U
HEIOKOJIEOUMEIM.

Hunp FO#, BUas ero peakiuio, MOHSJ, YTO yragai. He obopaunBasich, OH CKa3as CTOSIIIEMY 3@ HUM:
— C1o9TaH, uou Ha CEBEPO-BOCTOK.
Iy CroaTtaH, ringas Ha Hero, He geurancs. Luas FO#, 3amMeTuB 3T0, THEBHO KPUKHYII:

— He cmeit ocnymaTecs Hac, youpaiics!



Tan LI3e, CTOSI B CTOPOHE, BCE 3TO BpeMs Habmoman 3a [Iy CioaTaHOM. YBUMEB, UTO TOT OBUHYJICS, OH
6pocusics Buepén. OH HUKOTa He TTO3BOJIUT IIpefaTeio cOexkaTh, HUKOTA He MTO3BOJIUT EMY XKUTh
fasble.

[1dp! — Tau 113e 3amep, 1A Ha UCKAXKEHHOE JIUIIO ITeper co00i, T1a3a IOJIHEE H3YMJIEHUS.

KopoTkuii Meu qauHOM B OOUH YU BOH3UICS B rpynb TaH L3e. Lunb HOi, HaKOHeI, BHITAIIWI IPYTYIO
PYKy u3 pykaBa. CBeT B ri1a3ax TaH L[3e morac, u ero Tejio MIrko yIajo Ha 3eMIIio.

JIto AHBIISHE U CTOAIINE 3a HUM yﬁHfILIBI Ha MT'HOBEHHE 3aMepPJId, a KOT'ld OIIOMHHUJINCE, Tau L3e
YZKe JieXKaJll Ha 3eMJie, KPDOBb OKpallliBasd CHET.

— JIro fAubmrsHs, MBI gyMaeM... Te6ss oOManynu, — Liuab FO#, BEITUpAs pyKaBOM KPOBB C IIOOO0POIKA,
orctymnun ¢ [Iy CioaTaHoM Ha mar. — Tsl 00beguHUICS ¢ Mapku3oM CsiHOM?

Cepnue JTio AnbisHs GemeHo 6unock. OH CMYTHO YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3TOT YeJIOBEK PA3PYIIUT BCE, KaK
OH BCeTfa fenai.

— Mapku3 CsiH IOMOT BaM IIPOHUKHYTH B 3amafHbIN Mapk, moobelaB coTpygHu4YecTBo. OH [OIKEeH
Ob1 BeIBe3TU ChiMa I11a01310HS U3 CTONMIIEI, HO... TETIEPh OH UCYe3, BEPHO? A BBl OCTAJIUCh 3[I€Ch, HE
3HAas, YTO [eJaTh.

Ero BenuyecTBO CTOSIT Ha CHETY, CIIOKOMHO TIa0d Ha Hero. JIto AHbII9HE, pa3riasaabsiBas ero, BOpyr
3aCMesiICsl, CMeX COTPSICAll ero IJIEYH.

— TrI meCTBUTENIBHO HEBEPOSITHO YMEH, HO CHesall caMylo TIynyio ommubKy, — Ha nuie JIio
SAHBII9HS METIbKHYIO o0eryenue. — BepHo, Mapku3 CsiH 0Ka3ascsi B 0€3BEIXOJHOM MTOJI0KEHUN U
MOT 00BeIMHUTHCS TOJIBKO CO MHOU. U 51 MOT 06 € QUHUTHCS TOJIBKO C HUM. CIIyX¥ B CTOJIMIIE
pacmpocTpaHui g, 4Tobsl JecTabuau3upoBaTh Bai ABop. Ho Mmapku3 CsiH koBapeH. OH yxke cOexkan
13 CTOJIMIIE, He citac Barre BenuuecTBo, ¥ MBI OKa3aluch 3mech. OH X04eT, YTOOH MBI YOUIH Bac, a
3aTeM UMIIepaTOpCKas rBapausi yObET HAC, @ OH TeM BpeMeHeM BO3BeHET KHI3s AHSI Ha IIPECTOI,
YKPEIUB CBOO BJIACTb.

— YcTpaHuB BHYTPEHHUE YTPO3HI ¥ PEIINB BHEIIHKE ITPO0IeMbl, HeT1oxou minaH, — Llunap O
IIPUTIOTHSIT OPOBb.

— Ia, ecnu 61 Bamre BennuecTBo He OBIZIO TAKUM UCKYCHBEIM B YKPHIBATEJILCTBE.
JIro fIHBUISHD YCMEXHYIICS, COeNasl Lar BIepen U, IIAas Ha nexamero TaH L3e, ckasar:

— Tol cuikoM yMeH. Tol 3Han, uTo TaH 1I3e comeén ¢ yma u 00s3aTeIbHO YORET rocnogrHa [ly.
[ToaToMy THI CIIEIMAIEHO MIPEOJIOKUIT YCI0BUS, YTOOB 0CIabuTh MO0 OIUTENbHOCTD, & 3aTEM
pa3o3nun Tax L[3e. Korga ero HeHaBUCTh IPEBLICUIIA Pa3yM, Thl M JEeUCTBOBAJI.

YTo XK, 3TO HAITOMHHUJIO MHE, YTO HYKHO [efaTh... — JIi0 SHBIISHL MeIIeHHO IIPUCE]T, TOOKUIT
7agoHb Ha paHy TaH 1I3e, roe KpoBh yKe 3aCThijIa, ¥ IIOYYBCTBOBAJI X0OJIO[ Ha PYyKe.
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