Benukuii cein 1355 CHHCIO C BOTHEHUEM IIOMOIIENT, YTOOH MOAIepKaTh UMIIepaToOpa:
— Bpauu? I'me Bpaun! Kro-uubyns, m030BUTE Bpayeii!

OH Hayasn gelCTBOBaTh, KakK I10jaraeTcs B TaKUX CUTyaluaX, YyCTPOUB HACTOSIIUM KOPOJIEBCKUMI
CKaHOal:

— Kak Bwl neyunu? [ToueMy cocTosiHue yxyaumuaock?! Eciu ¢ MOMM OTLIOM YTO-TO CIIy4YUTCS, BCE
Balll¥ OTLHI IOUAYT 3a HUM B MOTUILY!

VimmepaTop riy00KO B3[OXHYJI, COOpaB BCE CBOU CHJIBL:

— Y6upaiics... youpatics!

Bpauwu, neyuBiIre UMIepaTopa, Bce OBUIM CEOBIMU CTApIlaMU, U Y HUX YKe He OBIJI0 XKUBBIX OTI[OB!
— 3JT0... CBIH [I0BUHYETCH.

Benukuii CBIH, IOTYYUBIINE BEITOBOP, ObLT ITyO0KO ONeYasieH U paHeH, C IrJa3aMH, IOJIHBIMU CJIE3,
TIOCMOTPEJ Ha UMIIepaTopa:

— Oretn, noxanyicra, 6eperute cedsi, He 0THaBalTe TPOH KOMY-TO APYTroMy!
— Youpaiics!!!
Benukuii CBIH C II€Yabi0 TOKUHYJT IBOPEII.

Yro 3a mryTku? PaHblile Bce ObII0 HOPMaIbHO, HO TEIEPh OHU XOTSAT €T0 CMEPTH, U OH He cobupaeTcs
IIPOOJIKATh ITOTAKATh UM.

KoneuHo, Ha T'pPaHULy OH BC€ XK€ OTIIPABUTCS, HO HE CTaHET COrjlallaThCA CIIUIIKOM ITOCIIEIIHO. XoTs
OH 1 HE 3Ha€T, KaKue IIJIaHbEI CTPOUT MMIIEPATOP, HO €CJIK OH COT'JIaCUTCA CIIMIIKOM JIETKO, LI3sH
Cumncio YYBCTBYET, UTO UMIIEPATOP MO2KET CPA3y Ke USMEHUTEL CBO€ PEIlIEeHne.

L3575 CHHCIO CHOBa OTIIPABUIICS B JIMHI, KaK OYITO YTOOK HaBECTUTh CBOIO MaTh. [IparoueHHast
cynpyra Ciol, KOTOpas «Xuja pagyu MyxKa» U «HeHaBHU[eJa TO, YTO HeHaBULEJI ee CYIpyT», C
XOJIOOHBIM B3TJISIIOM He MPEeJIOXKKIIa HaXke YallKy Yas U mporHana L[3sH CuHclo.

Yepes HECKOJIBKO [IHEH, KOTra UMIIepaTOp HEMHOTO OIIPAaBHUJICS, OH CHOBA BhI3BaJI LI3sH CHHCIO U
CIIPOCHJI, HE X0YeT JIX TOT OTIIPaBUThCS Ha rpanuny. Li3su CHHCIO, eCTEeCTBEHHO, CHOBa OTKa3asics.

Emre qyepe3 HeCKOJIBKO oHen HMIIEPATOP CHOBA CIIPOCHIL. U cHoBa IIOJIYYHII OTKA3.

Hpomen IMO4YTH MECIl, U UMIIePaTOPy HaJO€JI0, OH Ha4aJl AyMaTh, YTO, BOSMOXKHO, ITPUOETCA
IIPUMEHUTDL CUILY.

W3-3a 11351 CrHCIO uMIepaTop ObUT B THEBE U yKe MeCSI] He BUell JparoneHHyo0 cynpyry Cou.
OHa, Cc pacnyleHHBEIMU BOJIOCAMU U B IPOCTOU OfEeXK[e, MIPSIMO U3 BHYTPEHHUX ITI0KOEB BOpBaiach B
CHaNbHIO UMIIepaTopa.

YBupmeB gparoueHHyo cynpyry Cioi, UMIIepaTop cHavana 06pamoBascs, a 3aTeM MPHUIIEeST B SPOCTh:

— TrI poguia... XOPOIIETO ChIHA!



OH paxe He ciaymaet oTua!

Ecnu 0wl He 60513Hb BEI3BaTh THEB HebeC, pa3Be OH, UMIIEPaTOp, CTal Obl TaK YHUKATHCS!
Kakoe yHuxkenue!

[parouenHas cynpyra Coi, ¢ rjia3aMy, IIOJIHBIMU CJIe3, CKa3asa:

— l'ocymaps, He cepauTeCh, 3TO 1 BUHOBATA, POOUIIA TaKOT'0 HETOOs. ..

HwmnepaTop 3aMep, pa3gpaxKeHHLIH ee ClIe3aMu:

— O uyeM THI n1aYelb? { Bedb... elle He ymep!

JlrobvMas HamoXKHHUIa ucnyranack. C TOPhKUM BEIpaKeHUEM JIMIla OHa IT0Kayasia TOJI0BOM:
— Her, rocynaps... He roBopuTe Tak! 9T0 MO BHUHa!

Ona mopotiinia K KpOBaTH, COpBasa XkKele3HbIM KPIOK, Ha KOTOPOM BHCEJI IIOJIOT, ¥ OCTPOU CTOPOHOMU
IIprxKaja ero K CBoeil HeXHOMU IIee.

HMnepaTop, yBUOEB 3TO, BCKPUKHYIT:
— Marymxka!
IparouenHas cynpyra Coi ¢ pemuTeIbHEIM B3TIS00M, HO C OPOXKalliM rojIoCoM CKa3aJa:

— 4 He BUAena BacC IeJIbIA MeCsl], fyMaja O Bac JHeM U HO4Yblo, He MOrJjia CliaTh, YyBCTBOBaIa, YTO
XKUTh He X04y!

— Ho s pouna Takoro HETIOKOPHOTO U He61arogapHoro ChiHa, KOTOPHIM IIPUHEC BaM rope, Kak s
MOT'y CMOTPETH BaM B I'jla3a?

OpmuHHAAUATHIYA TPUHI OBIT B y2Kace:

— Marymika, He genauTe 3TOro!

IparomenHas cynpyra Cioll ¢ HEHaBUCTHIO IOCMOTPEJIAa Ha HETO U C TOPEYbI0 CIIPOCHUIIA:
— Heropait! Trl nolipeins Ha TpaHULy UK HET?

OpvHHaAUATHIY IPUHI] 3aMeIKajcs Ha MTHOBEHHUeE, U iparoleHHas cynpyra Ciol, CTUCHYB 3yOHI,
BlaBUJIa KPIOK B I1I€10, ¥ KPOBb XJIBIHYJIa PYYbEM.

OpvHHAALATHIY IPKHIL B y2Kace yIan Ha KoJieHH, ¢ 60/IbI0 B TOJI0CE CKa3all:
— IloxamnyiucTta, ocTaHOBUTECH! ... 1 moupy!
— T'ocymape...

IparomenHas cynpyra Cioi TyT ke OTBEPHYJIaCh OT HET0, TOCMOTPesa Ha UMIIepaTopa, MIrKO
II03BaJla, C 3aBHCUMOCTHIO ¥ BOCXUINIEHHEM, POOKO HIIa MOATBEPKICHHUS:

— 4... 1 momora Bam?



VimmepaTop OBLI IOTPSICEH:
— JTioOumas Hamoxuuma!!!
Ona mro0ua ero 0o Takou cremneHu!

HexkHoe Teo MATKO yIaso Ha I0JI, gparouneHHas cynpyra Cioil 3aKphlia I'/la3a, Ha ee JIMlle 0CTaIiCh
CledHl Cie3, HO B YrOJIKe pTa Urpaja yMUPOTBOPEHHAs yiIbI0Ka.

1131 CuHcIo OB TOTPsICEH. MaTyIIKa, S IPOCTO MOIPOCKTT BaCc IIOMOYb MHE HaWUTH ITOBOJI, YTOOH
OTIIPABUTHCS Ha TPaAHUILY, HO BBl YCTPOUIN IieJIoe IIpefcTaBieHue!

IparoneHHas cynpyra Crou:

— ...Marymka? Ecny mOMHMUIIB, YTO S TBOS MaTh, TO OBICTPO II030BY Bpayda! ¥ MeHs Ha Ilee KPOBb
unet! OX... KaK OOJILHO.

Ha cnepyromuy qesb OQMHHAALATHY IPUHL OTIIPABUJICA Ha ayqUEeHLNUI0, U IIePBBIM IIPUHI] BEIPpa3HUJl
eMy T1y00K1e HafleKObl:

— BeTBb JIyHM9HE I10JIHA TaJIaHTOB, MOJIOOX COKOJI B3JIETAET, KaK BEJIUKUU IITEPOAAKTUIIb.
OpvHHapAUaTHIY OpaT, Oy, TpaHulla HyKgaeTcs B TeOe! BouHbl HykfaioTcs B Tebe! [TapTus u moau...
Thdy, Benukas Yy Hyxknaercs B Tebe!

3an CuHCIO:
— ...Xopo1110, cTaprHa.
[TepBbI#t TPUHIT OB B yKace.

¢ He Takoi, s He 9TO UMeJ B BUAY, He ITOAXOOU KO MHe, Y MEeHSI HeT Hu4ero o0IIero ¢ pacraBIIencs
COLIMaIHACTUYECKOM AepKaBou!

Kakoy cTapruHa, He Ha3blBaul MeHd Tak!

[[3st5 CHHCIO OTIIPABUIICS Ha TPAHUILy, U IEPBHIM MPUHIT OBLT CIOKOEH. COTTTaCHO UCTOPUYECKUM
3amucaM, BpaxkeCckoe TOCYyoapCTBO CKOPO HamafleT Ha I'paHully. OTo 6yaeT BoiHa, IToX0Xkas Ha
MSICOPYOKY, ¥ Te, KTO IPUMET B HEl yJacThe Ha PaHHUX 3Talax, IOTHOHYT.

Yepes HECKOJIBKO MeCSILEB MIePBhIH MIPUHI], TIOMKUBAs BUHO U JII0OYSICh KpacaBUIlaMU, YCIIbIIIA:
— Joxkmnan!

— Baime BricouecTBO! CpouHOe coo0IeHre Ha BOCEMbCOT Jiu!

[TepBBIYl IPUHI] CIIOKOMHO CKa3a:

— Yro 3a cremka? Kak nognanasie Benukon Yy, MBI JOTKHBI COXPaHSAThL CIIOKOUCTBUE, faXe eCJu
ropa TaiiiaHb pyxHeT nepen Hamu. Uto ciayuuniock? OguHHaAUaTHN OpaT moru6?

— Bame BricodyecTBo! HeT!

I'oHen mmakamn OT PamoCTu:



— O BhIIIeN Ha 1osie 604, u ¢ Heba MoCHIanuch MeTeopuThl! OOWHHAAIATEIY NPUHI He orub! OH
3aCTaBUJI BCEX BpaXKeCKUX BOUHOB ITOTUOHYTH!!!

[TepBrIii PUHIT OBIT B IIIOKE, HE BEPSI CBOUM YIIaM:
— ...49T0???
loHer;, pa3aMaxuBas pykKaMu, CKa3al:

— Bor tak! Bxxuk — 6ym — Oa1f — ax! Bpaxkeckue BoMCKa, OT Bepxa [0 HH3a, BCe TPEeBPATUIIUCD B
JemnenKu!

1131 CuHcIo He 1orub, ¥ MepBLIY MPHHIL TIOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO CaM CKOPO IMOTUOHET.

Te GeccTeIIHBIE MUHUCTPHI, YCIIBIIIAB, YTO ONUHHAIATHIM IIPUHI] CKOPO BEPHETCS C Mobemou, yxe
[OIIEeIT 0 MaJIEHbKOT'0 TOPOJKA B TPEXCTAX JIM OT CTOJIMITE ¥ Yepe3 HeCKOJILKO THEH BEPHETCS B
CTOJIUITY, OOWH 3a APYTHUM MOofasyu neTuiuu: «[IpocuM rocymapsi OTpeYbCs OT mpecTona», «IIpocum
IIePBOT0 MIPUHIIA BEPHYTH BIACThH».

Y ckazanu, uto Bnapsika LI36iBoit — 3TO cynb0a, ¥ OH [ONKEH CTaTh UMIIEPATOPOM.
Tedy! [Touemy panblle 0OHE He noafaepKuBanu Brnaawiky 1I351Boi?
[IepBBIM IPHUHI] C MPAYHBIM JIMIIOM CKa3all:

— Brl HUYero He noHMMaeTe, acTponorusd! Bel 3HaeTe, Kak CMOTPETh Ha 3Be3Abl? OH 3apaHee U3Y4ul
aCTpPOJIOTHYeCKNe 3HaMEeHHUsI, OTIIPABUJICS Ha Iojie OMTBEL ¥ CO3Mal UCKYCCTBEHHOE HebecHOe
HaKa3aHue!

MUHUCTPHI IEPETISTHYIHUCE.

OpuH ¥3 MUHHUCTPOB BHIIIIEI BIIEPE, CKIIOHKUB T'OJIOBY, YTOOB CKPHITH IIPE3PEHME B I'Ia3ax:
— OcCMenioch CIIPOCUTE TIEPBOTO MPHUHIIA. ..

[TepBbI# TPUHI] CXKaAJT KyJTaKH.

B Benuko# Yy TOMbKO HaClleQHUK MPECTOIa MOT Ha3bIBaThCS «Ballle BLICOYECTBO», OCTAJIbHEIE
IIPUHIIBI, He ITOIy4YUBILINE TUTYJa, HAa3bIBAJIUCh 110 MOPSAAKY POXKAEHUS UK «TOCIOAUH». PaHblle,
KOTZIa OH OBIJT B CHJIe, OHU Ha3BIBAJIM €T0 «Ballle BLICOYECTBO», He Oyay4n HaCJIeMHUKOM, HO TeIephb
IIPOCTO «IIEPBLIN MPUHII»?

— T'oBopu.
MuHuCTp cnerka InoKJIOHUJICS:

— OcMmemniochk CIIPOCHUTH, KaK MOXKHO TdK TOYHO U3YUYUTH aCTPOJIOTHYECKUE 3HAMEHN I, YyTOOHI Ha II0JIe
OMTBLI HAHECTH YDPOH TOJIBKO Bpary, a He CBOUM?

[TepBrIf TPUHIL He Koytebancs:
— INepepn OMTBOM apMUU CTOAT JajeKo OPYT OT OPyra, IO3TOMY CIydalHBIX XKepTB He OymerT.

MI/IHI/ICTp YHBIGHYHCH, u HepBbIﬁ IIPUHI] IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €0 BEICMEHNBAIOT.



MuHuCTp:

— ITaxe ecmu cOPOCHTH KaMeHb C yTeca, Helb3sl rapaHTHPOBaTh, UTO He OYAET CIydalHbIX KEPTB.
OH cpenasn mar BIepeq U € IOYTeHWeM CKa3all:

— IIpoiy repBoro mpuHiia BEPHYThH BIACTb.

[Ipyrue MUHUCTPHL TaKXe 3aKpUuyaiu:

— [IpocuMm mepBOTO NPUHLIA BEPHYTH BJIaCTh!

— BHL... BHL..

[TepBEIY TPUHIL JaXKe YBUMAEN, UTO Te, KTO MpUHAfIekal K ero ¢Gpakiuu, He KOe6sich,
IPUCOEOUHUIIUCE K [TaBIEHUIO.

YyIib, OHU He XOTSAT ObITh Pa3laBIeHHEIMY MTAfa0IMHA METEOPUTAMH, 9TO CITUIIKOM GeccaBHas
CMepTh.

Oun IIpeanoyamn 6bI, YTOORI BpaXeCKOe roCynapCTBO OJOIIIO A0 CTOJIMIEI, XU TOTOd OHU morubu 651,
I1o KpaIZHefI Mepe, X 3allOMHUIIN OBI KaK BEPHELIX CIIYT, HO OBITD pa3moaBJIIEHHBIMUA — 3TO IIPOCTO «B
TAaKOW-TO I€Hb yIlanyu METEOPHUTHI, MHOT'O KE€PTB», U OHU ObLy OB cpegu «MHOIO».

U ymepeThb paay MOAAEPKKY IEPBOTO MPUHI[A — 3TO CJIUIIKOM... 6€CCMBICTIEHHO.
MUHUCTPH IEPETISALIBANIACD, IIETITATUCh.
— Kak cTpaHHO, TH TOXKe IlepelIes Ha CTOPOHY CBeTa?

— IIa, KaK cTpaHHO. Moil He3aKOHHOPOXKAEHHHBIN ChIH, KOTOPBIA OTIIPABUIICS Ha TPAHUILY, YTOOH
3apaboTaTh BOEHHBIE 3aCIyTH, OTIIPABUII I'OHIIA, KOTOPHIH 3aTrHall BOCEMb JIOIIafiel, YTOOR BOBPEMS
IOCTaBUTb MHE ITMCHMO O METEOPUTAX, ¥ ITO TIO3BOJIUII0O MHE BOBPEMS VUTH.

— Bpanbe! Kakoit yxon! MuI Bcerfia ObUIH IpeiaHbl OMMHHAALIATOMY IIPUHITY, IIPOCTO MBI OIIUOIUCE B
€ro MOopPsIKe POXKIECHUS U CIIyYaHO HAa3BaJIU €T0 IEPBLIM IIPUHIIEM.

9TO0 OB MUHUCTP OOIIECTBEHHBIX PaboT.

— ...BrICIINY KJ1acc, BbI JeUCTBUTEIbHO JIyYIIui!
B nnaHe TOMIIMHLL KOXYU MBI TOTOBBL Ha3BaTh BaC CAMbIM CUJIBHEIM!

Ha dAYIUEHIINHU II€PBOTr'0 IIPHHIIA 3aCTABUJIM BEPHYTH BJIACTh, da B 3aJHUX IIOKOAX UMIIEPATPHUIIA-MATh
TaK2Xe yroBapuBajia ©UMIIepaTopa.

— CHIH MOH, 5 3Hal0, YTO THI HE XOUEIh OTPEKAThCA OT IIPECTOJIa, HO €CJIKM Thl PAa3rHEBaeIllb
OOWHHaAIIaTOIO IMPHUHIIa, 1 OH BEI3OBET 'HEB H666C, TBI HE CMOZKEIIb COXPaHUTh CBOIO 2KU3HE.



HMHepanI/IHa-MaTL, CTOA Ha KOJIEHAX y IIOCTEJIM UMIIEPATOPA, ITJIaKaJla TOPhKHMHU CJI€3daMHU.

[TajeHre METEOPUTOB, OMH BETMKUY YeJI0BEK B UCTOPUM [EHCTBUTEIHLHO CMOT 3TO CHENATh,
JIeTeHOAPHBIY CHIH MUpa, uMnepaTop ['yan YV, Benukuit mar Jio Cro.
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