o JlostHa ocTaBaIOCh eIIé TOYTH THICSYa I IMyTH, HO XaHbCKUI UMIIePATOp He XkKeJlajl IMOKUOATh
BPEMeHHBIH 3arOpOIHLIH ABOpel B ye3ne LI3u, rue Haxomwics Kpacaser. OHUM He BUOETUCDH ITOYTH
TPU TOfa, ¥ MBIC/Th O HOBOYM pa3iiyKe Iyrasa ummnepaTtopa. OgHako 113u He Obl1 6€30I1aCHEIM MECTOM.
XyHHY C ceBepa 37100HO Ha0mogany 3a HUMH, a Mapaanb, pa3bsipEHHBIN, BEN 3a 000 Goyee gecsaTu
TBHICSTY BCAIHUKOB, MTPECIIeNys UX [0 TpaHulibl KOUK0y U IpomoIKasi BEI3EIBATh MTOAKPEIIEHUS U3
neMeHy XynyHb, He oOpalllas BHUMaHUS Ha TO, YTO ero cTapiuuit 6pat ®ymno cpaxkaics B
IpakounbeM ropoae. XaHbCKUU UMIIEPATOP YBe3 ero JHbYKHU, CKET ero oTija U OpaTa — CMUPHUTELCS C
9THM OH He MOT.

Kpacaser, crma0riii, exan Ha 00bII0i KPOBAaTH B 3arOPOIHOM [IBOPLIe, HaKOHEI] BEPHYBIINCH Ha
POIHYIO 3eMJII0, HAKOHEI] 0Ka3aBIIUCh B 00bATHAX OpaTa. Ero coH ObIT 6ECITOKOMHEIM, H,
ITPOCHYBIITUCH, OH YMOJISIIT:

— Bpart, BepHUCS.

Ykao 113109 mevanbHO MOKavas roIoBoi. Bcé ero ceppiie GBITI0 IPUBSI3aHO K OpaTy, ¥ OH HE XOTeN
yxonuTh. ET0O omoeBasno mpequyBCcTBYE: CTOUT €My celiuac BePHYThCS B XaHbCKUH JBOpeI — u Opart
HCUYe3HeT HaBcerma.

Kpacaget1, ka3anoch, TOYYBCTBOBAI HAIPSKEeHUE B OXpaHe UMIIepaTopa U IOHSJI, YTO [eJI0 IJI0XO0.
OH cHoBa cran 006y30i. Ecnu Ob1 He OH, OpaT He pUCKOBaJl OB, OTIIPABISASChH B 3eMJIU XYHHY, He
poBoau Obl BpeMs B L13u, B ThICST9ax i OT JIOsSHA, B TOCTOSTHHOM TPEBOTe.

Kpacaserl cHOBa yMOJIsI:
— Bame BenuyecTBO, BEPHHUCE...

bpat melcTBUTENBHO MPUIIEN 3@ HUM, U TEllepb OH MOT YMePeTh CYACT/IUBLIM, laKe €CJIU 3TO
IPOU30UAET B XonmogHoM LI3u. MmepaTop mepzKan ero 3a pyKy, Moj4da CUOsA C HUM Ha KpOBaTH.
Mornonoii uMIIepaTop, CJI0BHO PeOEHOK, OIYCTUII TOJIOBY Ha €ro rpyab. Bce aTu romsl eMy Toxke ObLIO0
HeJIerKo. B xaHbCKOM [BOPIlE OH XOAWJI II0 TOHKOMY JIbAY, HaXOASCh II0J KOHTPOJIEM BIOBCTBYIOILEH
uMrnepaTpuilbl. OH 0TPaBUJI CBOIO MaTh, CTaB BeMYaUIIUM 37100eeM B [logHebecHol. Pamu BiacTy,
pagy cBouxX aMOMIIMiA, OH yOuI MaTh. Kaxk Oy HOYb eMy CHUJIMCH KOIIIMaphl; OH IIPOCHITIAJICS B MOTY,
BCIIOMUHAS €€ IMoYepHeBInre TyOs M He COMKHYThHIE BeKH. MaTh, KOTOpas B IETCTBE TaK JII00MIIA €ro,
TaK 3alluinana... [loueMy ke OHa IIPOAoJzKaja JaBUTh Ha Hero? OH ObIJT MaTepeyOuiiliel, ero pyKu
OBLITH B KPOBH.

VimmepaTop Gosinics Bo3BpalaThcs oguH. OH 00SICS MOTEPSATH IOCIIeIHEr0, eMUHCTBEHHOTO,
mobuMoro denoBeka. MapmaHb co CBOMMU BOWCKaMu CTOSIJ Ha rpanuile KOuxoy, pyras uMmmneparopa
IHEM ¥ HOYBIO, Ha3kIBast €r0 TPYCOM, CPABHMBAS C HABO3HBIM KYKOM M3 CTenel xyHHy. OH Kpudai,
YTO UMIIEPATOP HE OCMEJIUTCS BRIUTH Ha MOeIUHOK OOUH HA ONWH, YTO TOT, OKPYKEHHBIM COTHEN
TBICSTY COJIIAT, HE PellaeTCs CPa3UThCSI. ITHU OCKOPOIeHUsT JOXOOUIIN N0 UMIIepaTopa Yepe3 OXpaHy,
Y €T0 JINII0 CTAHOBUJIOCH MpayHbIM. OH IpHKa3aj TyYHUKAM Ha CTeHaX BHIIIYCTUTH CTPEJIH B
VappmaHsd, HO Te He moJeTanu. MapmaHb, CUOs Ha KOHe, CMesiyIcs Hal OXpaHoil Ha CTeHaXx:

— UYxao [13103! Trl IpocTo TPyC!
— SHBPYKY HUKOTHA He TOJI00UT Takoro cinabaka! dHbUXKY IPUHAMAIEXKUT TOJIBKO HaM, XyHHY!

VimmepaTop, C MCKaxKEHHBIM OT THEeBa JIUIIOM, CaM BCTaJl HAa CTEHY U BRIMYCTHII cTpeny. OH OBl
OTJIMYHEIM CTPEJIKOM, ¥ €r0 CIeIfasibHasl CTaJabHas CTPeJia BOH3UIIaCh B 3eMJTIO ITepej KOHEM
Wappaud. ToT, He UCIYTaBIINUCh, TYT 2Ke [IBUHYJICS BIEPE, OTBETUB CBOEM CTPEJIOHN, KOTOopas
IIpoJieTesia pSAoM CO IIJIEMOM MMIlepaTopa ¥ BOH3UIAcCh B CTEHY 1o3afgu. MiMiepaTopa MrHOBEHHO



OKPYXKWIIM COJIIATH, ¥ Tpaf cTpen obpymuics Ha Wapaaks. ToT ¢ TpymoM usbexkan CMEPTH, HO B
Tjiede y Hero 3acTpsjia CTpesia. BRIIIEBEBas KPOBb, OH CIIOMAsl HAKOHEYHUK U MPOOOJIKUI PYTaThCs.

Bonee cta ThICSY conpat B LI3u MPOTUBOCTOSIA CEMUOECATH ThiCI4aM BCafgHUKOB WapaaHs, HO HU
O[lHa U3 CTOPOH He pelllajach HayaTh KPYIIHOE cpaxeHre. MmepaTop He XOTeNl BCTyNaTh B BOWHY C
ViapmaHeM, OH JUIIb CTPEMUJICS KaK MOXKHO CKOpee BePHYThCS B XaHbCKUU ABOpPEI, B3SIB C COO0M
Kpacasua. Ho cocTosinue KpacaBua He 1103BOJISIJIO €My OBUTAThCS, U CUTyalud B 113U 3alllyia B TYIIUK.

V3 XxaHbCKOT'0 ABOPIIA IIOCTOSTHHO MIPUXOOUIHN IIMCbMa, KOTOPhle TOPOIIUIN UMIIepaTOpa BEPHYThCS, U
OH, HEpBHUYAS, He MOT CIIaTh 10 HOYaM. B aTo BpeMs Kpacasel yiexas B BaHHE, HaIlOJIHEHHOM
ropsidel BoHoii C CUJILHBIM 3alaxoM JieKapcTB. Ero Tenno Hauanu oOpabaThiBaTh TpaBaMH, X Bpadu
TIPUIJIOKHUITN HEMAJIO YCUIIUM, YTOOR COXPAHUTh eMy XKU3Hb. Ero Teno 65710 UCTOLUIEHO, SMOIMH
HeCTaOWIbHEI, ¥ COCTOSIHHE 3I0POBbs OBIIO KParHe TSXKEITBIM.

KpacaBeu YMOJIAI Bpaqeﬂ CIIaCTHu pe6éHKa, HO T€ MOJI9a CMOTPEJIX Ha UMIIepaTopa 3a 3aHaBECKOH,
He pellasdaCh COTJIaCUTBCA.

Yxkao 113103 6611 MpaueH. OH BUfeNn B 3TOM peGEHKe YyIpo3y U rOTOB OB BCKPHITh KHUBOT Kpacasiia,
yTOOBI BHITAILIIUTE 3TOT IJIOA. Bpauu roBopuu: eciu pe0EHOK He BBIXKUBET, JKU3Hb MAaTePH TOXKe
OymeT 1o yrpo30#, Befib CPOK yKe 60ibioit, u Terno Kpacasiia He BEIIEepXKUT. MMIepaTop MoIda
CTOSIT y TIepuJ, i BUHO. Ero mobuMas HalloXKHUIIA BEPHYIach, HO, Ka3ajloCh, B €ro cepflle Tenepb
TIOCEJIUINCE XYHHY.

WsppmanHb Kaxgeli IeHb pyraa uMIepaTopa y BoporT, 1 Uxao 113103, HeHaBuasg ero, roToB OBUI COpaTh
¢ Hero Koxy. OH IMYHO OTIIPABUJICSA B TIOPHMY U BBEIIIOPOJI CBOEro OpaTa KHYTOM. YII31KO0 OB yKe
TIOJTyMEPTB, BeCh B KPOBH, HO B €0 I'JIa3ax Ibljlajla HEHABUCTh K UMIIEPATOPY — OH FOTOB ObINT CHECTH
€ro 3axXMuBo.

Ha cnenyromuit menb MapmaHsb, eIle I0 pacCBeTa, CHOBA IIPUIIET K BOPOTaM, YTOORl KpHYaTh
O0CKOPOJIeHMS, HO BAPYT YBUOEN: Ha CTeHe BUCUT OKPOBABJIEHHBIN YeJI0BEK, Ka3al0Ch, y2Ke MEPTBBIM.

WapmaHb Brasmesics U BOPYT U3Aall BOIJIb, CJIOBHO €T0 CaMOT'0 MIPOH3UIN MEe4YOM:
— Yxkao [13103! d yObi0 BCIO TBOIO CEMBIO!
— TBo¥ npax OyneT pa3BesH Haj HABO3HOU SMOii!

Ha cTeHe pa3maincs roioc, ¥ BepéBKa, Ha KOTOPOH BHCeN ero 6part, BHE3allHO Havalla CTPEMHUTEIHHO
omyckaThcs. apmaHb 3aKpudar:

— OcTranoBuTech!
Ha cTeHe HakOHeI] pa3gacs rol0c, ¥ UMIePaTop IpUKa3al IIepenaTh:

— IIpoknsaTeii MUappgass! Eciiu TpomomKuIllb HECTU 9Ty UYIb, TBOS y4acTb OyeT Takol ke, KakK y
TBOEero Opara!

HSpI[aHI) IIpoaoJIZKaJll, €ro roj0C CTaJl XPUIIJIbIM:

— Yxkao LI3103, ecnu TH MyK4YUHA, CIyCTUCh! MBI cpa3uMcst oquH Ha ofuH! TOT, KTO CXKYIbHUYAET,
OymeT MpOKJIAT HaBeKH!

Conpar, InepenaBasi CJiOBa UMIIEPATOPA, KprUu4all:



— IMpoxknaTeiii Uapaaus! Tel Bcero numib cobaka, Thl HELOCTOMH CpaXkaThCs C HAlllUM UMIIEpaTopoMm!
WsppmaHb He yHUMAJICA:

— Yxkao 113109, TH TPYCIUBLIM 3BEPH, THl APOKUILD ITePeo MHOM, TH yIIaf€llbh Ha KOJIEHH, Kak
TOJIBKO YBUOWILEL MEHS!

— HWappanb, TBOSI cymbba OyfeT TaKou ke, KaK ¥ TBOETro OTIa, COXKKEHHOT0 HAlllUM UMIIEpaTopoMm!

— UYxao L3103, cnycTuCh ¥ yMpu!

Y BOpOT apMum NPOJOIKaIU IIePePyruBaThCs, a YI91KO0 BUCEI Le/Ibli IeHb, U PYKH €T0
BLIBUXHYJIUCh.

B 3aropopmHOM ABOpIIe UMIIEPATOP, YCIIbIIIAB, 4TO MapHmaHb Y4yTh HE JIOMHY OT 3JI0CTH, HaKOHEI]
YNBIOHYJICS, TOYYBCTBOBAB O0JIerYeHue. YII9HKO MOOHSIM Ha CTeHY HOUbI0, 00paboTanu paHH, a Ha
CeNyIOIIui TeHb CHOBA BHIBECUIM — YTOOB! MOHSATH MapmaHsi.

Beuepom ummiepaTop JN€r crnaTth, 00HSIB Kpacasia. ToT mosro He Mor 3acHYTb 4, 00HSB OpaTa 3a IIelo,
YMOJISIT:

— bpar.

WmnepaTtop ObUT HEXKEH, LeNys ero:

— YTO0 Cny4unocs?

Kpacasemn, coepxuBasi CI€3bl, CMOTpEII Ha HETo:

— Bpar... otnyctu Ynsuxo...

JInno ummepaTopa noTemMHeno. Kpacasel] Ipofgoizkai yMOIATh:
— Otnyctu ero, 6paT, OH cllac MHEe XKU3Hb, YMOJISIO TeO...
ViMmepaTop CeJl, ero JuIl0 UCKa3uiIoCh OT THeBa:

— Trl BooOI11e myMaels 060 MHE?

KpacaBel 3aMojT49aJi, HCIYTaBIIKCh. iMIepaTop mocMOoTpes Ha ero XKUBOT C OTBPAILleHHEeM U
SI3BUTEJILHO OPOCHIT:

— AHBYKM, THI, KaXKeTCH, IIPUBLIK K UX KU3HU!

Kpacage1 3amep, ero nuiio nodemneno. MMnepaTop B SpOCTH BCTaJl, B35 CBOM MeY U BhIIeN. OH MU
BMHO Ha BepaH[e [0 paccBeTa, a 3aTeM, IbsSHBIM, BepHYyJCcs. Kpacasel 3aCHY TOJIBKO IIOA YTPO, €T0
U3MYy4Y€eHHOE TEeJIO TOTPY3UJIOCh B IIyOOKUii COH.

VimmepaTop, YBUIEB €r0 CIIOKOMHOE JINIIO0, CMSITYHIICS — KaK B IeTCTBEe, KOTHa TOT CIIaJl y Hero Ha
pyKax, ¥ OH, IaxKe eCJIi pyKa 3aTeKasa, He gBUrascs, 60sck pa3dyquts. MiMmepaTop, IaTasich,
TIOIOIIEN K HEMY, CeJl PSIIOM M, TTOTJIaXkKuBasi ero mobIeqHeBIlIee OT MePeXKUBaHUMN JIUIIO,
HAKJIOHUJICS, YTOOHI TI011e/I0BaTh B T'YOHI.



— XKyH’3p, — IpouenTar OH.
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