Opnaako Bawb LI310HBM XOJIOMHO VKIIOHUIACh OT €€ MPUKOCHOBEHHS U, YTO OBIIO MJI HEeé PEOKOCTHIO,
npeHeOperas BCIKUMHU IIePEeMOHKSIMH, 000IIIa CTapyXy U BOIIUIA B MeIlepy, OCTaBUB Ty Ha IMOPOTe
BMecTe C Xy B HEJIOBKOM MOJTYaHWH.

JIuio cTapyxu UCKa3ujIoCh OT 37I0CTH, ¥ Xy IOCIEIIHO OIyCTUs B3risn. Ho Korma oHa 06epHYacs,
Ha €€ JIHlle yKe CHOBa KpacoBaJjiach HaTsHyTas yIbIOKa.

YTo TBOPUJIOCH V HEE 3a CIIMHOM, BaHb LI310HbM He 3Ha/a U 3HATH He XKesana. OHa O6bICTPO
OCMOTpeJIa Tellepy ¥ 3aMeTuIa JIUIIb OOHY KeHIIUHY IocTapie. Ta Oblia ¢ Ipocennio B BOIOCAX,
JIUIIO0 e€ Heslb3s OBbIJI0 Ha3BaTh LYPHHIM, HO B UepTaX YUTanach XOJIOMHOCTh U PACUETIIMBOCTD.
IToxoxke, oHa ObIlIa CHEXXHUIIEH.

— I'me Mot ile? — cIIpocuyia OHA, He XkKeJlas BCTYIaTh B NOJTHE PA3TOBOPH U ITYCThIE IIEPEMOHUH.

Kenmmna 6e3 BCIKMX 3MOIMH yKa3aa HamnpaBjieHue. Banb [[310HbM, KUBHYB B 3HaK 6J1aromapHOCTH,
HallpaBUJIACh TYyMa, TETKOW, HEYJIOBUMOW TEHbIO CKOJIb3HYB MHUMO.

EnBa nérkas TeHb CKPBIJIACh U3 BUY, JINIIO CTAPYXHU, KOTOPas Tak U He yCIejia BRIMOJIBUThL HU CJIOBA,
CHOBa II€PEKOCHUJIOChH, a B Illa3ax 3axercs 3JI00HbIM, MPAaYHBIA OT'OHEK. ..

[Temepa OblNla pa3peneHa Ha HECKOIBKO KAMEHHBIX KeJrii. B oTnuyme 0T Bxofa, KOMHATH BHYTPH
MMeNu NepeBsHHbIe 1Bepu. Bans 1I310HbM He MoHafgo0uscsa Med LIMHCIO9: OHa JIUIh ClIerkKa HajlaBuila
Ha [OBEPB, U Ta OECITYMHO MOAHaIacs.

BHYTpu €€ ymapui B HOC TSKEJIbIHA, CIIEPTHIH 3amax IJIECEHU ¥ HeYUCTOT. OHa CJlerKa CMOPIIUIIACE,
HO He OT OTBPAILEHHMS, @ CKOpPee OT PE3KOCTH BOHU. 3aTeM 00epHYIach U MIOTHO IPUKPHLIA IBEPE,
oTpe3aB cebst OT JTIOOOMBITHEIX B3TJISIOB CHAPYXKHU.

B kKemnbe OBIIO TEMHO — He OBIJIO CBETOCHEKHHIX KaMHe#. OHa fmocTasna orHuBo. Criabbli, MpOXKaIIyii
CBET e[IBa MMO3BOJISJI PA3/INYaTh OUePTAHUS.

OHa OKMHYJIa B3TJISIIOM KOMHATY. ['psi3b, OECIOPSIOK, IyCcTOTa. B yriax — mayTuHa, Ha IOy —
OCTaTKH{ ekl 1 MHOXKECTBO HEOMPSITHHIX MATeH. HU CTOJIOB, HY CTYJIbEB, HU MOJIOK — JIMIND Ky4a
3amJIeCHEeBEJION COJIOMEI B YTy, @ Ha Hell — HeMoABUKHas GuUrypa cTapuka.

OHa mopoImia K COTOMEHHOMY JIOXKY ¥ 0e3 TeHu Ope3rTMBOCTH MpHcena psaoM. TEMIbI CBeT OTHUBA
yIa Ha JIUI0 CTapuKa — OBITh MOXKET, OH XOTh HEMHOTO Pa3TOHUT 00JIE3HEHHYIO MTjIa?

CTapHK, JTUII0 KOTOPOTO IMMOKPHIBAIK TEMHEBIE IISITHA, HE OTKPHLI IJ1a3. JIWIIL yToaKu ero ryb eqBa
IOPOTHYIIM, ¥ U30 PTa, IIe 0CTAaBaJIOCh JIUIITh HECKOJIBKO XKEITHIX 3y00B, BEIPBAIOCH ClTaboe, XPUIIIIoe
IbIXaHUe.

— IllyaH... IPO-IIPOCTH... MEH4...
Totoc OBIT XPUTIIIEIM, CJIOBHO 3TH HECKOJIBKO CJIOB BBITSHYJIM U3 HETO IIOCJIEIHUE CUJTIHL.

— 3a 4TO THI MPOCUIIB NPOoLIeHuA? Y mouyeMy TONMbKO cerdac?.. — BaHb LI310HBY OMyCTHIA BT,
CXKHUMas KyJlaKy TaK, YTO HOT'TH BIIMBAJIACh B JIaJOHU.

OHa 6rlna yMHa. CioBa JIsio, 0OPEIBOYHEIE pacCKa3kl I0HIIA 10 OPOTe U TO, YTO OHA YBHUMEJA 3[eCh,
CJIOXMIIUCE B SICHYIO KapTUHY. [laxke He 3Has BCeX [eTajel IPOIIIOro, OHa MOTJIa HOTafaThCs, YTO
TPOU3011I0. BeposiTHO, €€ MaTh Pocia C OTIOM, HO GbIJIa OMMHOKA, CTPajasa OT He3aCayXKeHHOH
HEHABHCTH POJA, a ITIOTOM eIlé U II0Tajach 37108 Madexe...



— llyaH... IpOCTH... OTLIA...

I poxKaminii, TPepHIBUCTHIM T0J0C OBI II0JIOH MOJIBOBL ¥ TOPHKOTO PaCKasHHUS.
Banb LI310HbM 3aKphITa T71a3a. [0pio cXKaioch, HO OHA YETKO U SICHO ITPOU3Heca:
— 4 He mama. He Mory npocTuth T€0SI BMECTO HEE.

Ho cTapuk, Ka3anocs, He ycmbian. OH Mpomoskan 60pMOTaTh, CIIOBHO 3aBeIEHHEIH: «[IpoCTH. ..
IIPOCTH OTIIA...» — U 3TO 3By4as0 HEeBEIPA3WMO TOCKIIHEO.

OHa OTKpBbINa r71a3a. B 3paukax oTpazxacs ciaOvii, TEMbIH cBeT. Cepplle e€ OBIO0 TePEenoTHEeH0 —
ropeusio, o6umon, reeBoM. OcTaBaThCs 37eCh Ooblile He OblsI0 cui. Ho cepplle OporHyo, ¥ oHa
OCTaBHJIa JIEXKAIIEMY Ha COJIOME HEMOIIHOMY CTapUKY IIOCTIEOHIE CII0BA:

— 4 nomory Tebe n30aBUTHCS OT CTPagaHU.

3aTeM OBEPb TUXO0 CKPUIIHYJIA, KE€JIbA CHOBA IIOTPY3UJIaCh BO TEMY, X Ha 3aIlJIECHEBEJIYIO COJIOMY
yIIano HECKOJIBKO Kall€eJlkb...

BrIfinst U3 Keby, OHA Cpa3y e OLIyTHUJIa Ha cebe TpU MPUIUITYUBEIX B3TJIsgna. Baub 1[310HbM
yKpajiKoii rTy00KOo BIOXHYJA, CTapasCh YCMUPUTh THEB, KJIOKOTABIIKY B TPYAX. 3MUTHCSA Ha KPOBHOTO
Iiefla OHa He MOTJla — HaxKke eClii y He€ U OblJIM K HeMy IIPpeTeH3uH, 3TO OBIJIO He €€ IIpaBo.

Ho 10, KaK oOpalllanuck C €€ iefloM 3TH JIIOAM... ITOTO OHA TaK IIPOCTO HE OTIYCTHT.

Crapyxa, TOYyBCTBOBAB HeJlafIHOE, CIIepBa HaXMypUJIachk, HO TYT 3Ke BHOBb pPacTsHYyJIa r'yObl B yIEIOKe
— y7nbIOKe XOIOOHOU U (pabIIUBOM.

— BHyuka, ocTaHbCS... IOyKUHaK C HAMU.
He ycmenu cnoBa creTeTs C e€ I'y0, Kak B COCeJHEN KeJIbe IOCTIBIIIACS II0POX. ..
Banb LI310HbY Cy3uiia I71a3a, Kpende cxkuMas pyKosTs LIMHCI03.

Ho Bapyr rpoMKui KpUK POpPBaCs CKBO3b KAMEHHYIO OBEPH ¥ BOPBAJICA B Iellepy. Bcero tpu
CJI0OBa:

— JleBy1ka LI310HB!

OHa MOPTHYJIa, B3TJIsA €€ METHYJICS K IBePU, U HA MTHOBEHHE B CIIOKOWHOM TJIagu €€ ceppla
npobexkasa yérkas psiob.

— IeBymka L[310Hb-b-b! — pa3masncs HOBLIM KPHUK, Ha CEeH pa3 CUIIJIbIM U HaJpPHIBHBIN.

C mepBOro ke 3ByKa OHA y3Haja 3TOT I'ojIoc. ITOT AypakK SBHO Ha[IPHIBa II0TKY. Baub 1[310HbU
MEBICTIEHHO B3[J0XHYJIa, ¥ THEB B rpyAu noytux. OHa BHOBL TIIEpeBesia B3rJIsA[ Ha CTapyXy ¥ UCKPEHHE,
0e3 TeHU HaCMeIIKH, TI0COBETOBaa:

— COBeTYI-O BdM IIOCKOPEE OTKPHITE ABEPE. MHaue neHsiiTe Ha cebs.

WcnyraeTcs nu ctapyxa Takux yrpo3? Pasymeercs, HeT! OHa TyT ke GHpPKHYyIa, cobpaB Bce
MOPIIUHEI BOEOUHO, U YKe cobupanachk psIBKHYTh: «[logaBaii!»



Ho B 9TOT MUT pasgasics OTNyIIUTEIbHEIN IPOXOT, ¥ YOAapHas BOJHA efiBa He HIBEIPHYJIA CTAPYXy Ha
3eMiio. He ycmerna oHa OMOMHHUTBHCS, KaK I'POXOT IIOBTOPHUJICS — Ha Cel pa3 MMOX0XKUHM Ha pacKaT
rpoMa, — ¥ MacCUBHAs KaMeHHas IBepb, BEIPBaHHAS C KOPHEM, Bpe3ajach B I10JI, B3METHYB 00J1aK0
BTN U 1Ie0HS.

— V... kxe-kxe... Kxe... — «37I00HBI}N IeMOH», CTOSIBIIKY Ha IIOPOTe, 3aLIMBITal HOCOM H
3aKallIsAcs, 3aX1€0BASICh MBIIBIO.

Banb 1I310HbY ClIerKa HaXMypHIach, 000IIIa TPOUIY ¥ HallpaBUIACh K OYPOUYKE Y BXOfa.

A Te, KTO MHU ce0st €€ POTHEN, MOTJIU JIUIIb TOKOPHO Ha0/MI0aTh, KaK OHA MPOXOOUT MUMO,
TIOHMMasI, YTO UX KOCTH He TaK KPelKH, Kak KaMeHHas [IBepb...

— Kxe-kxe... [leBymka LI[3t0Hb-10HB! — JI YUKa0, TOIBKO YTO HAagPHIBABIIASCA OT KalllJis, YBUAEB TY, O
KOM I'pe3unia, 3acusna, Oyaro comnile. Kaienb Kak pyKoit CHSJIO, M OHAa HEXKHO, C JII0O0BbIO
BBIJOXHYJIA e€ M. ['0510C OBLT XPUTLIEIM, HO TTIePEeIloTHEHHBIM pafocThio. Ha eé mulle paciBena
ynbIOKa TETIas, KakK BeCeHHee COJIHIIEe, a IIEKHU TIbIIaIu PYMSHIIEM.

OT 3TOr0 TAaCKOBOT'O 30Ba Ha CIIOKOMHOM I'Tagu Cephlla BHOBh mpobexarna psios. Ho Baub LI3t0HBM
OTIyCTHJIa B3TJIAM, U JIULIO €€ He TOJIbKO He CMATYMIIOChH, 8, HAIIPOTUB, CTAJIO eIl€ XOJIOfNHee U
oTcTpaHEHHee. Korfla oHa HaKOHEII ITOAHsIA I7la3a, B HUX CTOSIJI TaKOM JIEM, YTO CUSIOIIAs yIIbIOKa
JIz Yka0o Ha MTHOBEHME IIOMePKJia, YCTYIUB MECTO PacTePSIHHOU I'PYCTH.

Ho nuimb Ha MraHoBeHue. JIu Yxkao CHOBa yNBIOHYIACh, ¥ B3TJIAM €€ CTal 0ECKOHEYHO MSTKUM U
TEIIJIBIM.

Banb L[310HbY He BRIIEPKAaIa U OTBeNA riia3a. Aible ryObl MPUOTKPHUIKCE, ¥ OHA TUXO IIPOU3HEeCa:
— ITonmem.

— Xopoo-o! — JIu YXKao, rIyno yXMeIbHYBIIUCH, BJI0KUIa Med TyHIIyH B HOKHEL U IIOKOPHO
3aceMeHuna cinemoM 3a JleBoii L1310Hb...

— BymMm.
Pasparncs rioyxoi ygap. Banb 1310HbU pe3Ko 00epHYIach.
JIr Ykao jexasa JIULIOM B CHETY U He BUTaJIach.

Ceparie e€ Ha MTHOBEHHME OCTAHOBHUJIOCh. 3aCTHIB Ha HECKOJIBKO YIAPOB, OHA HAKOHEI] pBaHyJIa C
MeCTa, e[IBa He CIIOTKHYBIIKCh, U OpOCHIIach K Hel. Pyku eé mpoxkanu, KOTa OHa MPOTSHYJIA HX...

JIMpb HalllyIlaB MyJibC Ha 3amnsacThe JIu YKao, OLIyTUB 0N KOXKEeH Xap U POBHLIE, CUJIbHBIE YAAPHI,
OHa CMOTJIa BEIIOXHYTh. 1 BMeCTe C BHIJOXOM U3 HEE YIIJIU CUJIBI, ¥ TeJI0 Ha MTHOBEeHME 00MSKIIO.

Omnwupasichk TafoHbIO O XOJIOMHKBIM CHET, OHa C TPYAOM IOHSIacCh. YCTANOCTh HaBaauiaach Takas, 4To U
caMo¥ XOTeJI0OCh PYXHYTh psimoM. Ho oHa IIOMHMIa — OHM BCE €Ill€ ¥ IIopora 3TOT0 IoMa, ¥ Ha HUX BCE
eIIlé CMOTPST XKaOHBIE TJIa3a. Y B yIIax yxKe MOCIIBIIIAJCS TETKUH, KPaoyIUiCs MI0POX IIaros.

BpocuB OBICTPHII B3TTISM, OHA YBUOETA, UTO T€ TPOe yXKe Momo0paiuch K IBEPHOMY IIPOEMY, ¥ Ha UX
JIUIIAX UTPA KaKue-TO CTPAHHEBIE, KAJHBIE YXMBIIKH.

OpHako...



— Cecrpuna! — I'onoc Yxkoy CioaHst JoHECCS M3TasieKa, a C HUM — U XapaKTEPHBIN CKPUII CHETa II0f
HECKOJIbKMMU ITapaMU HOT.

Tpoe TyT ke, KaK TapaKaHHI, IIMBITHYJIX 00pPaTHO B MELIEPY.

Yronoxk ry6 Bass 11310HbM IPOTHYT B JIETKOH, eiBa 3aMeTHOU ynbIOKe. Onupasch Ha LIuHCI09, 0Ha
MeNJIeHHO IOAHATIACh BO BECh POCT. B3rysan e€ HeBoIbHO ynan Ha JIu Yxao. OHa Ha MUT 3afiyMasacs,
3aTeM BJIOXKUJIa MeU B HOXKHBI, OCTOPOXKHO NTOAHAIa 0eCYyBCTBEHHYIO TOAPYTY Ha CIUHY U
HETOPOIUIMBO HallpaBuiach K Yxkoy CroaHI0 ¥ HECKOJIBKUM KpeljaM, 0XKHUIaBIIUM e€ IT00HaJb. ..
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