— JIto fdHub, moctoit! — Tao FOHB, B cepAlax mogo0paBs MomosI, OBICTPEIMY IIaraMu 6POCHIAChH
MOTOHSTH YIIEIIIYIO BIEPEN NEeBYIIKY.

JTro SIHb 06epHYyIach, ¥ Ha €€ MHUJIOM JIMIle MeJIbKHYJa gocama. — Tao FOHb, He myMu. Pa3 rocmoxa
IpHKa3ajia, HaM, CIy2KaHKaM, OCTaéTCS JIMIIIb...

— Kakas ona rocnoxa! — rpy6o nepebuina eé Tao FOub. — Bcero nuinb guTs onajabHONW HaIOXKHUIIE!
Bo BcéM OBOpIle 3HAIOT, UTO C CaMOT0 poxkpaeHus oHa — HecuyacTbe! To, uto Ero BenmuuecTtBo
II03BOJIMJI €Y JOXKUTE [0 CUX II0P, YKe BeJlndaulias MUIOCTS!

— Tao FOnB! — ronoc JIro fHe cTan cTporuM. — Pa3Be HaM IIPUCTAJIO TaKOe TOBOPUTH?

— A 4T0, pa3Be g HempaBa? — moBbICcKIa ronoc Tao KOHb. — HoMuHanbHO OHa CegpMas MPUHIIECCA,
[ia, HO KTO €€ Mpu3HaeT? [Ipyrue MPUHILI U MTPUHIIECCH KUBYT B KaKUX MOKOSIX, @ OHa — B XOJIOGHOM
nBopiie! Cayru MOTYT HACTYIUTD €M Ha JIUI0, @ OHA TOJIBKO yNIEIOAThCS B OTBET, HE TO ¥ TYXJIOH edbl
He nony4yut! [Taxke mBOpIIOBas co0aka Moab3yeTcs OONbIIUM ITOYETOM, YEM OHA!

JI1o dHb B TPEBOTE IOMBITANIACh IPUKPHITh €U POT:
— Tuxo! OHa MOXKeT yCabIIaTh!
Tao KOHb 0TMaxHyIach OT €€ PyKHU:

— 4 umenHo 3Toro u xouy! He 3Ha10, 4TO Ha HEE HAIIIO, HO CETOOHS Ha paccBeTe OHa IOJHSIa Hac,
YTOOBI TPUCITyKUBaIH ef. YyTh 3aMeNIKaeIbCs — CMOTPHUT TAKUM JIESTHEIM B3TJISIIOM, YTO MOPO3 II0
Koxe!

Yewm Gosbliie OHa TOBOpPHUJIIa, TEM CUJIbBHEE 3JINJIACE:

— Panbire Bcé Ob1710 Kak Hamo! MBI TOBOPUIN — OHA He CMejla U MUKHYTh. CHjiena 1eJIbIMU THSIMHU B
CBOeM KOMHATe, TUXO U CMUPHO! A ceromgHs CJ10BHO 6ec BCEHUIICS — TO OJHO, TO APYToe, BCcex
3arousna!

BoT u ceiiyac 3acTaBuia HaC IOA IaIAIIMM COJTHI[EM TaIUThCI 3a HECKOJIBKO JI K PY4Yb0 3a BOHOM!
JTio dub, 6ecxpebeTHasI, TOTOBA BHIIOHSATL TAKKE IIPUXOTH, a I — HET!

— Cectpa Tao KOHb mosnaraet, 4To s 6ecHOBaTas?

Pasparicst TeHuBRIN Tosioc. Kasamochk Obl, GeClieu b TOH, HO B HEM YyBCTBOBaJIaCh HelpepeKaeMast
BJIaCTHOCTb, OT KOTOPOH CJIOBA 3aCTPEBaJIX B TOPIIE.

Tao KOub u JTio b pa3oM o6epHYyIHCh. [IBeph M03aa1 HUX C CKPUIIOM OTKphIIa O1emHas XyneHbKast
PyKa, ¥ Ha IIOPOT BHIIIIA IeBOYKA B aJIOM IIJIaThe.

JIu1o e€ OBIIO TAaKUM XKe OJIeOHBIM, KaK U PYKH, YTO JOJIXKHO OBl TpHOaBaTh O0E€3HEHHBINA BUI, HO
YepTHI OBITHA CITUIITKOM YTOHYEHHBIMU, U3LICKAHHO BRIPE3aHHBIMU. JIeT JecsiTh OT POOy, OHa yXkKe
n3jydaa PegKylo KpacoTy U 671aropofiCTBO, a ajioe IiaThe He [efiajo e€ XUJIoi, a, HallpOTuB,
OTTEHSJIO TPOTATENIbHYIO IIPEJIECTh.

HeTpymHo OBLIIO IPeICTaBUTh, KAKOW OCIIEIMTEIFHON KpacaBUIEH CTAHET 9Ta IeBOYKa, KOTa
ITOMIPACTET.

910 u Onina CepmbMas IpuHIlecca AHb JISH, 0 KOTOPOX TOIHKO YTO TOBOPUIIU CITyKAHKH.



Eé B3rnsap yman Ha Tao KOHb — paBHOAYIIHEIM, 6€3pa3IMYHEIM, HO B TEMHBIX, CJIOBHO YePHHUIIA,
I/la3ax MeJibKasla JIETKasl HacMelIKa.

JIumo Tao FOub no3emnexnero.
...0nsaTh 9TOT B3rIAxn!

C camoro yTtpa Tao FOub TO 1 fmerno noBusna Ha cebe 3TOT B3ran AHb JIgH. [leBouKa xyga u ciaba,
OynTo BeTep CAyeT, HO OT e€ B3risAfAa y Tao KOHBL BEICTyIAJ XOJIOOHBIN TIOT.

CIOBHO KOIIIKa, TI0¥MaBIas MBIIIhL: He CIIEIIUT CheCThb, a MpubupaeT KOI'TH U UrpaeT C JHoObYeH,
HaOmogast, Kak Ta Me4eTcs B TaHWKe, YTOORI TOTOM HEOXKHUIAaHHO HAHECTH CMEPTENIbHEIHN yaap.

Ot atoro omymmeHus Tao KOHb, HECMOTPS Ha JIETHUY 3HOU U SIPKOE COJIHIIE, HEBOJIBHO COAPOTHYIACH.

Ilaxe y camMoil CYpOBOM M HEBO3MYTHUMOM CMOTPUTEJILHUIIEL ABOPIIAa OHA HE BHUAEJa TaKOT0
Iyrarolmero B3risamgal

...Ho Kak 910 Bo3MoxkHO! AHb JIgH Bcerga Obiyia pobKoii, cinaboi HeBOYKOM, He CMEBIIEN HU YIapPUTh
B OTBET, HU CJIOBA IOMEPEK CKa3aTh, JIWIIL IPSITanack U 3auckuBana. Eciou y Tao FOHB 65110
HACTPOEHME — IT03BOJIsijIa ¥ IM0eCTh, a eCJIM HeT — MOTJIa ¥ BOBCE OCTaBUTh 0€3 MUIIH, U Ta Jaxe He
UKHYa Obl!

Cxkonbko neT Tao FOHB cimyxuiia B X0JIOQHOM OBOPIIE, M BCErma OBIIO Tak!

C Tex nop kak Tao FOHB mocTynuia Bo ABOPEL, €€ ONpefelii B X0IOOHEIN ABOPel], U 3HATHHIX 0C00
OHa IIOYTHU He BHfasa. Brlllle CMOTPUTEIbHUILI HUKOTO He BCTpedana. Ecnu B3rnan Axb JIsgH
CTpalllHee, YeM Y CMOTPUTEIbHUIIE, 3HAUUT JIK 9TO, 4TO fAHb JISH emié 6oee 3aragoyHa u
MOT'yIleCTBeHHa?

[eBOUKa, pOOUBINASICS U BEIPOCIIAs B XOJIOOHOM [BOPIlE, IepeHECIIasi CTOIbKO YHUXKEHUN, —
HeyXKeNld MOXET IIPEeB30UTH CMOTPUTENbHUILY, IIPOCTYKUBIIYIO BO IBOPIE AECATKH JIET?

C TpynHO npornoTuB cTpax, Tao FOHE, BHIIPAMUB 1Iet0, BCTpeTUsnacs ¢ fAus JIsH riazamu:

— Hy u 4T0, ecnu cka3ana? CeromgHs TH Beméurb cebst Kak omepxkuMasi! CoBeTyio Tebe 3HATh CBOE
MECTO ¥ BeCTH ce0si CMUPHO, He TO 3aBTpa He IOJIYYHUIIlh HA KPOIIKH!

W3-3a HeHaBUCTU UMIepaTopa LigsHbMHA K CBOEeM CeAbMOM [JOYEepHU CIYyTH B XOJIOOHOM ABOPIE
u3neBanuch Hag AHb JIsH pagu 3a0aBhl. Temeps ke, korma Tao KOub u dHb JISH HAXOOUIUCE B
MMIIePaTOPCKOM YChIaNbHUIIE, TOe HeKOMY OBIJIO 3a HUMHU ITpUCMaTpuBaTh, Tao FOHBL Morya
IIOMBIKaTh CBOEH I'OCII0KO0M KaK X0Tea.

JIumathk ensl OBITIO €€ U3MI00IeHHEIM IIPHEMOM.
JIo dHb...!

JTto {Hb He oxkupAana Takou cMesocTd oT Tao FOHB. Cepflie €€ EKHYO, ¥ OHa TYT XkKe OMyCTHUIacCh Ha
KOJIEHHU:

— Balire BBICOYECTBO, IPOCTUTE 3Ty HEJOCTOUHYIO!

Panbire JIto dHb ObI7Ia TPOCTOM yOOpIIUIEH, HO He B X0JI0OHOM fABopIle. JIUIIb rof Ha3ald, Koraa SHb
JIH IpOBHMHUIACH TIEPEeN MATHIM IPUHIIEM, UMIIEPATOP OTIIPABUII €€ 0XPaHATh yCHITanbHULy, U JI0



AHb Ha3HAYUIHU CIIY2KUTH IIPUHIIECCE.

CmnoBa Tao FOub Obini uncTOM mpaBaoi. JIto Axb muins cribiitana o CembMoit mpuHiiecce. E€ MaTs,
I paroneHHas HanoxXHUIa YKy, Korga-To Oblla TI00MMUIIEN UMIIEPAaTOPa, HO €€ CEMbSI COBEPIINIIa
IIpegaTenbCTBO, ¥ HAMOXKHUIYY Opocuny B XOJIOOHEIHM IBOPEL, I'le MeHee YeM 4epe3 rof oOHa rnorubia.

[ToaToMy UMIIEpPAaTOP C CAaMOT0 POXIAEHUS HEB3OOUI celbMyl0 f04b. Eé umsa «JIgu» («Xomom»)
OT/INYaNoCh OT UMEH APYTUX IIPUHIIEB U IPUHIIECC, X €l 0CTaBaJIOCh JIUIID BIaYUTh KaJIK0e
CyILIEeCTBOBaHUE.

Ho nuines oka3aBIINCE B YCHIIAIBHULIE U YBULEB fAHb JIIH cBOoUMHU rjta3aMy, JIto AHb OHAA, YTO
CITyX¥ He TlepefiaBajiy U JOIH e€ cTpamaHuil. Tao FOHB IOCTOSTHHO U3[eBanach Haj IPUHIIECCOU, HO
JIto fHb He XO0TeJla U He CMeJia IIOCTyIaTh Tak.

...BC€ xe 310 nmpuHIiecca! OHU BCETro NUIIb CIyKaHKU, KaK MOXKHO...

Tao FOub OBllla CBOEHPaBHOM U KECTOKOM, U ecu Obl JIt0 AHb BCTYNIMIIACh, TOI0KEHNE ITPUHIIECCH
craso Owl emé xyxe. [I09TOMy OHa NMHIIb TalHO ITOMOTasa ei.

Ho ceropgus fAub JIgH ClOBHO cTasa gpyroi. X0oTs BHEIIHE OHa He U3MEHHUJIACh, I0BefleHNe eé OBLI0
COBEPIIEHHO UHEIM.

JTio {IHb He 3HAJa, KaK ONKCaTh 3Ty IIePEMEHY, HO B Cepfille €€ IPO3ByUYaso0: IPHUHIIECCa U BIPSIMb
HaCTOSIIas apUCTOKpPaTKa — JaXKe eclid cerdac 9TO He OUEBUOHO, €€ BPOXKIEHHOE BeIuYne
HEeIIPeMeHHO IIPOSBUTC!

dup JISH, TIS04 Ha IOYTUTEIBHO CKJIOHUBIIYIOCS JIto fIHB, HCHBEITaNa JIETKOe BOJIHEHHUE.

KTo GBI MOT TOOyMaTh, YTO 9Ta IPOCTas CIIyKaHKa CTaHEeT B OymyieM mo0umoii [IparoneHHoM
HaI0XHUIeH JI10 HOBOTO UMIlIepaTopa?

Ia, dub JIsH 3HaMa, YTO IPOU3OUAET B OIMKaMIIMe TPUHAOIATH JIeT.
Ona u caMa He OXKupasa, 4YTO II0CJie CMEPTH €M AafAyT LIaHC MPOKUTh XKU3Hb 3aHOBO.

Aub JITH OTYETIIMBO IOMHUIIA: CelyYac el BCero MEecsiTh JIeT, U U3-3a CBOETO IIPOUCX0KIEHUS OHA C
IeTCTBa TepIesia YHUKEHHUS OT CIyT B X0JIOMHOM OBOPIIE, CTAB POOKOH ¥ 3aIllyraHHOM.

X0Ts moJIoXKeHKe e€ OBIIO0 OBYCMBICJIEHHEIM, OHa BCE Xe HOCHJIa TUTYIL CempMmon IIPpUHIOECCHI, 1
CJIyT'H, XOTb U U3AE€BAJINCh, HO HE MMEPEXOOUIIN I'DAHUIIBI, 00sICh 3aHTH CIIUIITIKOM JaJIeKo.

He 6YI[B 3TOro0, fAHL JISH He moXKula OBI 00 OEBSTH JIET, KOTHA ISTHIN IIPUHIT COCJIall eé OXPAHATH
YCHIIIQJIBHUITY. Tam oHa IIpOBeJla YeThIpE I'ofa, TepId U3aeBaTeJIbCTBa Tao KOHb, KOTOpPad U3-3a TATOT
XKHU3HU JINIIb Y2KEeCTOYalla 06pa1_ueHI/1e.

Opuako cygb6a MI00UT UTPaATh C MogbMU. X0oTs AHb JISH ITpoBesia YeTHPe Iofia B YCHITaIbHUILE,
CTpajas Kak B afly, OHa ciy4aitHo usbexkana «CmyThl y CaHaIOBBIX BpaT», KOTOpas CITy4uiIach
YeTHIPbMS FOflaMU 1103Ke U IIpKBejia K CMeHe OuHacTuu [laxyH.

Korga geiMm «CMmyTHl ¥ CaHalIOBHIX BPaT» paccesiics, pod AHb OblT mouT uctpednéx. HoBril
MMIIepaToOp BCIIOMHUII O 3a0BITOM B yCHIAMbHULIE Ha IPOTSIXKEHUHU JIeT fAHb JISH U BEPHYII €€ BO
OBOpEII, ¢ OOJIBIIION ITOMITON ITPOBO3TIaCUB BenuKou MpuHIleCCo, Habkl YCIIOKOUTh HaPO[I.
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