— ToT myxuuHa ymén, 3abpas ¢ co00¥ CBOIO MarTh.

Ha stot pa3 X3 Llu 61 geiicTBUTENBbHO MOKUPOoBaH. OH MOCHENIHO IPOTJIOTHTI ey U CKa3all:
— IIpaBga? He moxeT OBITH!

— IIpaBpga, 9T0 OBIJIO HECKOJIBKO MHEH Ha3af,.

— [Touemy TEI MHe HUUEro He cKa3an? — X3 Ll cierka pa3o3miumics.

— 4 gyman... {1 mymar, 4TO THI y2Ke 3Haelllb, IPOCTO He XOYelllh TOBOPUTH 00 9ToM, — CUH fAHB
OTBETHJI C BUHOBATHIM BHUOOM.

OH KaxXMObI¥ IeHb 3aepKUBaAJICS Ha Pa0doTe [0 MOJTYHOYH, BO3BPAIIAJICS JOMOM IOJTHOCTHIO
BEIMOTAHHEBIM, TIEPBBEIM JIEJIOM IIIENT B AYII, a 3aTeM JIOXKHUJICS CIIaTh, He TOBOPST HU CJI0Ba. Kakoe yx
TaM 3HaHue. X3 Llu 06bIYHO He M0 BMEIIUBAThCS B UyXKHKe [ella, HO 9TO He 3HAYHUT, YTO OH He
MHTEePeCcoBaJsICs MoJoOHHMHU UCTOPUSIMHU. C TeX IOp KakK OH OKOHYUIT YHUBEPCUTET U Ilepeexall B 3TOT
TOPO[I, OH KUJT 30ECh, U XOTS C COCesIMU CHU3Y Y Hero He GbIJI0 0COO0T0 KOHTAKTa, 3@ CTOJIBKO JIeT
COCEMICTBA OH YCIIeJI Y3HaTh O HUX JOCTATOYHO. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, MMOYTH KaXKIyI0 HOYb OH CJIBIIIAT UX
CCOPHI, ¥ laXKe HECMOTPS Ha TO, UTO CTApPYyIIKa TOBOPUIIA Ha OUAJIEKTe, OH MOT IIOHSTh KOe-4To.

X9 Iz MOT C YBEePEHHOCThIO CKa3aTh, YTO 3HAET 0 HUX Oosibliie, yeM CuH fIHb, KOTOPEHIA TOJILKO
HelaBHO mepeexas. Ho 4ToOk ceMbsi BHE3AIIHO pacliaiach, fa eié ¢ pe6EHKOM — OH IMPOCTO He MOT
TIOBEPUTH, YTO 3TH [IBOE CIIOCOOHHI Ha TAKOe.

— OTO IPOCTO OTBPATUTENLHO! — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH. — A 4TO 6ymeT ¢ pe6GEHKOM?

— Kaxertcs, MaTh OymeT BoCIHTHIBaTh €€. OHU He OBITM OQHUITNATEHO KEHATH, U MyKYKUHA IIPOCTO
YIIEN, — CIIOKOWHO 0TBeTUN CuH AHb.

X5 Llu, 4yBCTBYS THEB, BOPYT OCO3HAJI KOE-4TO ¥ MOBepHYJcS K CuH dHIo:
— IToyeMy THI TaK XOPOIIIO 3HAEIIb 0 UYKHUX HAeax?

— S Bcé BpeMs 30eCh, HUKYa HE X0XKY. B sTom mome BCE IIPOMCXOOUT IIPSAMO Y MEHS Ha I'JIa3aX, U A
KOe-4TO 3aMedalo, — ckKa3aja CuH dHb.

X3 [z Ha MTHOBEHUE 3ayMaJICd, IIPeOCTaBJIsAd IOJIOZKEHNE MaTEPH U NO0YEPH, U HEBOJIBHO B3JOXHYII:

— KenmuHa ¢ pe6eéHKOM... YT0 oHa OymeT menath? A 4To OymeT ¢ pe6eéHkoM? Kak oTell MOT Tak
JIETKO OPOCHUTH CEMBIO U HOYb?

CuH {Hb KUBHYIN B 3HAK COTJIacuUs:

— Ho, cyns mo Mmoum HaOMOgeHUSIM 3a TIOC/IeIHNe OHH, OHU, KaXKeTCs, He CIIUIIKOM IOaBJIeHHI.
KoHeuHO, OHM pPacCTPOeHH!, HO MaTh HIOHIO BHTIISSAUT OYeHb CUIBHOM XKEHITUHOM.

— Kak 3T0? — cnpocun Xs Lu.

— B TOT meHb, KOT[la MyK4YMHA U CTapyIIKa YXOMUIH, 51 BUAET, KaK OHU TAILIWIIK OOJBIINE CYMKH C
Bemamu. HioHIo Oblyla 3amiepTa B KOMHATE, HO OHA He IIakKaja ¥ He Kpudasa. f mogyMman, 4To OHU
IIPOCTO YeXaJIu 10 fejilaM ¥ CKOPO BEPHYTCS. B TOT Beuep THI €111€ He BEPHYJICS C PAOOTHI, U 5 CHAE
Ha 6ankoHe, oxugas Te6s1. CHU3Y JOHOCHIUCH XKEeHCKHe phiganus. OHa pa3roBapuBaa 1o TeaedoHy,
TOBOPUJIA, YTO MykK4YuHA OpoCcun e€ ¢ pe6EHKOM, U 3TO OBIJIO OUeHb TPYCTHO. MHE TOXKe CTajo



TSIKeJI0, HO sI He 3HaJll, Kak eé yTelInTh, II03TOMY IIPOCTO CUMeN U CNyIlal, KaK OHa muavyeT. Ha
CIeMyIOIIUY IeHb S 0XKUAaJl, 4YTO OHa OyIeT IofaBieHa, HO OHA C yTpa yIia Ha paboTy, Kak 6yaTo
HUYEro He MPOU30LUI0. Y KEeHIIWH JeHCTBUTEIBHO CUIIBHOE CEPIIE.

— A Hrouw? TBou ManeHbkuu Apyr, — X3 Llu He ymyCTUI BO3MOXKHOCTHU IIOOKOJIOTH €rO0.
CuHn dHb 1TOYecas ronoBy:

— Eé marth 3anepria B KoMHaTe. Korga s corycTuics mpoBefaTh €€, OHa CTOsiIa 3a XKeJIe3HOU [IBEphIO,
00HSIB UTPYIIEYHOI'0 KPOJIMKA, C IIa3aMH, OJTHBIMHU CJE3... — OH TOPHKO yNBIOHYICS. — BRITIsmeno
TaK XaJkKo...

X3 [lu ToXKe mo4YyBCTBOBAJI 1eYallb.

CkompKo et 9Tou feBouke? [1aTw? lllecTs? Eme He BpeMs UATH B IIKOJTy, a €€ yKe OpOCUIN POOHEIE
oren ¥ 6abymrka. MaThb, BEpOSITHO, 3apabaThiBaeT HEMHOTO, ¥ HEM3BECTHO, CMOXKET JI OHA
obecreyuTsb ux 06eux. X9 Llu 3Has, KakK TAXKeJ0 ObITh MAaTePhO-ONMHOYKOM B 001IecTBe. [leBouKa
TakKas MUasi, HO el He CyXK[IeHO HaclaXaaTbCad CYaCT/IUBEIM AETCTBOM, KaK €€ CBEPCTHUKAM.

Takas Tparenus, IPOKUCXOISIIAsI PSMOM, BHE3aIlHO IT0Ka3aachk X3 Ly HepeanbHOM. HeBrIpasuMas
nevasb 3all0IHUIA €T0 CEepAlle, U OH OBIJT YBEepPeH, UTO MojTyanuBLi CHH fIHL YYBCTBYET TO K€ CaMoe.

— Kaxk 3T0 MOTJIO CITy4UThCA... — TUXO B3OOXHYI X5 Lu.

— 4 myMmalo, YTO yX0O MyKUYMHBEI — 3TO K JIy4IIIEMY, — CIIOKOMHO IIpou3Hec CHH fAHb, UYTO CUIBHO
youBuio Xs Lu.

— Tl cynTaenb, 4To A pebEHKa MOTeps 0Tlia — 3TO Xopouro? O YéM Thl AyMaells...
— 2Ku3Hb B TaKOM ceEMbe BCE PaBHO He MpUHEeCsa OBl CYaCThs.

— M-M... — X3 [Tz mocMoTpen Ha Mom4anuBoro CuH fHs, KOTOPBIA IIPOO0JIKAJ €CTh, U IOCTe
HeOOIIbIIION TTay3bl CITPOCHUIT:

— TwI uTO, BIrOOUIICS B MaTh HioHI0? X0UYeIllb CTaTh €€ OTIIOM?

OH XOTeJl Oy TUTh, YTOOH pa3psAguTh 00CTaHOBKY, HO peakuus CuH fAHS OblJla HACTONHKO OYPHOH,
YTO OH YyTh HE YPOHMJ MUCKY, PacChliaB efy 1o moay. X2 Llu npumisiock BCTaTh U JOCTaTh HECKOILKO
candeTok, yToOH yOpaTh Oecrnopsimok. CoK OT efbl OPHI3HYI Ha ofexny CuH fHd, u OH, gepKach 3a
JICIIaYKaHHOE MeCTO, MOJida OIyCTUJ ronoBy. X3 Llu, BEITHpas cTon, HaOmofan 3a ero BEpaXKeHneM
JIUIA U yXKe TOoHS oTBeT. OH MBICTIEHHO BOCKIUKHYI: «Heyxkenu... OH IeHCTBUTENHHO BIIIOOUIICS?»

9T0 Heflopa3yMeHKe HaKPHIJIO ero C I'0JI0OBOM, MMOYTH 3aTMUB BCe €ro MpefcTaBIeHus. BripaxeHue
nuria CuH fHS CTOBHO IOOTBEPKOAJIO0 €T0 JOTAAKY: [a, s BIIOOUICS B XKEHIIUHY CHU3Y, U celyac
MHE CTBIOHO, YTO ThI PACKPHII MO CEKPET.

3aKOHYMB yOUpATh PACCHIIAHHBIN PUC, X3 L1 MpomoKal MPUTBOPSITLCS, YTO BEITUPAET CTOJI, TOYUTH
TPUOTU3UBINUCE K NTuIly CuH fAHs, 4TOOH JTydIlle paCCMOTPETD €T0 BHpaxkeHue. ITO OBIII0 HETTOBKO,
nmaxke 0oyiee HEJIOBKO, YEM KOTTIa OH BEN ce0s KaK peOEHOK, He yMes IepKaTh IOCYY.

X3 LIz BooOIIe HMYETO0 He 3HAJI, a OH yXKe ckKa3a, 4To CuH fAHb Biiobuscs B MaTh HioHIO.
BHyTpeHHee cMsITeHUEe 3aCTaBUIIO eT0 pacTepsAThCsa. CuH AHb X0Ten 00BbICHUTHCS, HO, 3aMETHUB
3aMHTEPECOBAHHOe BhIpaxkeHue nuila X9 Ly, moHsm, 9To mo0sie 00bsicHeHus 6ecrnone3Hsl. X3 Ly He



HMHTepeCcoBallo, OeNCTBUTEIBbHO I OH B KOTO-TO BIIIOOJIEH, OH IIPOCTO XOTeJI MMOCIINIETHUYATh, KaK
OOBIYHBIH YeJIOBEK, YUTAIOMINY O 3HaMEHUTOCTSIX B Ta6J'IOI/IJIaX.

Cun fAHB OITYCTHIJI TOJIOBY eH.Ié HH2Ke, CKPEIBas CBOIO IT€4aJib OT X3 Lu. Tor IIOYYBCTBOBAIJI, 4YTO,
BO3MOZXKHO, CKAa3adJl 4TO-TO HE TO ¥ PACCTPOHUIJI Cun fAusa. OH MomI4a Cen O6paTHO U CMEHHJI TEMY:

— TBos ofexXpa ucmaykanach. CHUMH €€ 1Mo3xkKe U IMOCTUPA.

EnBa oH 3akoHYHMJ, Kak CuH JHb BCTaJ CO CTyJa 4, He TOBOPS HHU CJIOBA, CHAJ 6enyio GyTOoNKy
yepes roJIoBy, IOJIOXKUB €€ Ha CTYJ psamoM. X9 LIy mupoKo pacKphll I1asa, IS Ha ero TeJo, U ¢
yOUBIIEHUEM CKa3al:

— 4 MoOMHI0, HETABHO THI OBLI XyObIM, KaK CKeJIET. Kak THI Tak GBICTPO Ha6pan MBIH.II.IBI?

OH omyCTHII B3TJISA HA CBOM MSTKUI XKUBOT U C TOPEYBIO TIOAYMaJl, YTO Cyasba HecrnpaBemiuba. OH
KaXX[Ibli TeHb CUAUT B 0rce, U [aXKe OT BOMHI IOMpPaBisieTcs, a TyT CuH fHb, KOTOPHIN HOMa HUYETO
He JeJlaeT, eCli He CKa3aTh 60JIbIlle, TPOCTO XKUBET 6€3 [esa, 3a HECKOIbKO THEeN HaesCs U yKe
003aBEJICSA MBIIII[aMH.

C ero TpeyroyibHEIM TEJIOCI0KEHHUEM, POCTOM IIOJ METP BOCEMbIECSAT ¥ HEAYPHOM BHEUTHOCTHIO, €CITU
OH eIll€ HAaYHET 3aHUMAaThCS CIIOPTOM, TO CTAHET IIPOCTO HEBEPOSITHHIM.

B ronose X5 Llu BApyr MenbKHYJa MBIC/IE: «HeyKenu g HalI€n HaCTOSAWKM Kinan? Ecnu 4To, Mory
3aCTaBUTh €T0 MPOAAThCS O0raTor XKeHIMuHe, YTOOBI COmepKaTh HAC».

Ho moToM OH BCIIOMHHUJI, YTO 3TOT MYKYKMHA HETPAMOTHHIM, ¥ BCe ero (haHTa3UU TYT 3Ke Pa3BESTIUCH.
CuH dHb MOCMOTpPENT Ha HET'0 U CEPhE3HO CKA3all:
— 9 He Bm00OJIEH B MaTh HIOHIO.

— A? — X9 IIy Ha MrHOBEHHE OTBIIEKCS OT €T0 IPYOHBIX MBIIIL, AyMas: «3a4eM OH 00 3TOM
roBoput?» Korma oH mocMoTpen Ha BeipaxkeHue nuiia CuH JdHs, MPeIbIIyIIui Pa3roBOP BCIUILIT B €TI0
[IaMsTH, ¥ OH C IOHUMaHUEeM CKa3al:

— A, 81 06 3TOM... KamnsHyn. 3aueM Tak Ceph€3H0? 1 MpOCTO LIyTHII, AypakK.

CuH fHb CHOBa yNBIOHYJICS CBOEH XapaKTePHOM TTyIIOBaTOM YIRIOKOM, TOJOOBUHYJICS BIEPEN Ha
CTYyJIe U CIIPOCUIL:

— IIpaBpga?

— Kakas pa3uulia, mpaBia UK HET... — Pa3gpaxkeHHo oTBeTua X9 [lu. — Eciu TH TOBOPHUIIB, YTO
HeT, 3HAUUT, HeT.

VkacHas Hefens mepepab0TOK HaKOHell 3aKoH4MIach, ¥ X3 11 HakoHeI-To mony4us 6oee
CTIIOKOWHEIe paboune [HU.

B nmocnennee BpeMs CuH f1Hb cTal HeOOBYAHO aKTUBHLIM. XOTSI OH ¥ paHbllle ObUT TPYHOI0OUBEIM
IoMa, HO Teneps... X3 Llu, onépimck mogdopogKoM Ha PYKY, CHOes B KOMHATe ¥ HaOIogasn 3a ero
CYeToOii, YyBCTBYSI, UTO IIPOUCXOMSIIEe KaxKeTCs CIUIIKOM HepeanbHeIM. OH laXkKe HEBOJIBHO MTOTEP
rnasa, 4To0sl YOeOuThCs, YTO 9TO He TaJlTIoUHAIIMS.
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