[Tog TPOMKUM T'OJI0COM KPETIKOT'0 X035IMHA 3aBENeHUs IPEIbIOYIIHii IIyM, Ka3aa0Ch, CTUX. B3rmsagsl
[IBYX [I€BYIIIEK MI'HOBEHHO YCTPEMUJIUCH Ha HET'O, CJIOBHO BIMBAsCh B ero ¢purypy. FOHo1ma ¢
U3YMPYOHBEIMU TJIa3aMy, Ka3aloch, 006JIETYEHHO B3IOXHYJI, @ XOJIOOHBIN U XKECTKUM IapeHb JIUIIb
ycMmexHyncs. TyT Ke B3TJIAAE JeBYIIEK CHOBA JPYKHO BIWJIUCH B HETO.

Xo03s511H, OyOy4Yu YeI0BEKOM OIIBITHBIM, KOHEYHO XK€, He UCITyTaJICsl UX B3TJsAoB. HampoTus, oH,
CJIOBHO KaMeHHBIN U[0JI, BCTaJ IIepefl HUMU U Tpy00 IPOU3HEC:

— T'ocmmoma! Brl ueM-ToO HEIOBOJILHEI B MOEM 3aBemeHuun?!

Bo3MO0KHO, omacasich, YTO €€ MyK HaBJIeUET HEMIPUATHOCTHU UJIM UCIIOPTUT PEMYTAIUIO TaBEPHEL,
JKeHa X035MHa IIOCIIeIIHO TOA0IINIa ¥ MATKO cKa3aa:

— YBaxaeMble TOCTH, €CJTH MBI Y€M-TO Bac O0HMIENTH, TOKaIyHCTa, YKaXKUTe Ha 9TO.

— Hwuyero crTpairsoro, mpocTo HeOOBINON CIIOP, — IePBOM 3ar0BOPHMIIA AEBYIIKA C KAIITAHOBBIMU
BOJIOCAMH, YIBI0AsICh XO35IUHY U ero XeHe. — [loxkanyiicTa, He 6€CIIOKOUTECH, a 3a TPUYNHEHHEBIE
HeymoOcTBa MBI 00513aTEJTbHO BO3MECTUM y1iepo.

— [a... ;a, — 3amHYBIINCEH, TPOU3HEC IOHOIIA C U3YMPYIHBIMU I'Nla3aMy. — MEI He CIIeIanbHo. ..
Bhl... Bel... [IpocTurTe.

OT I0HOILIX UCXOOUIIO OLIyIleHNe MOKOs, U A JIo mO4yBCTBOBAJ YTO-TO 3HAKOMOeE. [IprCMOTPEBILNUCE,
OH 3aMETWJI, YTO YIIH I0HOILIN OTJINYAIUCh OT OOBIYHEIX — OHU OBLIM 3a0CTPEHHBIMU U CJIETKa
[poxKaJy, KOTfla OH TOBOPHJI, a Ha ero JIMlle Urpas JIETKUW pyMsiHell... OH BRITISAEN 04eHb
3aCTEHYUBHIM U POOKUM.

...onbd?

X03SIMH C XKEHOM TOXKe, 04eBUIHO, 9TO MOHANU. X0Ts Ha KoHTuHeHTe Oys 311bdbl He ObUIH
PEIKOCTbhI0, BCTPETUTD UX BCE XK€ OBIII0 HEMIPOCTO. bl BCETIa XKUIN B MUPE, TIO0UIN ITOKOH |,
XOTS HHOTHA MOTJIM Ka3aThCsl BLICOKOMEPHBIMHU, BCE XKe T0JIb30BaIUCh CUMIIaTHEN ofen. A 9TOT
ambd... [To yemoBeyeCKUM MepKaM eMy OO JIeT JBeHaAIlaTh-TPUHA/IATh, COBCEM elllé pebEHOK, 1
ero poOK1e N3BUHEHMS BLI3EIBAIH 2KAJIOCTE.

[ToasTomy maxe pacCcepXKeHHBIU X035UH HEBOJIBHO IIOHU3UII [0JIOC:
— Torpga, rocniofa, MPUSTHOTO alleTUTa.
Y BMecCTe C KeHOU BEPHYJICA 3a CTOUKY.

A Jlo 3amHTEPECOBAJICS 9TUM 37TbGOM ¥ HEBOIBHO 3afepaKall Ha HEM B3TJISI[, HO, IIOTPY3UBIIKCH B
Pa3MBIIUIEHUS, TOYYBCTBOBAI, KaK KTO-TO IEPHYII €T0 3a pyKaB. OTJISIHYBUIUCE, OH YBUOEN, YTO 3TO
JIto {1 — ero pyka, uCcllauKaHHas XKUPOM, JiepzKaja Kpal ero pykasa.

B mpyrou pyke JIto f cxxumas CBUHYIO HOTY U IPUCTAJIBHO CMOTpel Ha A Jlo.
— Yro cnyuyunoch? — crupocui A Jlo, HeBOIbHO YIHIOHYBIINUCE.

Y6epusirch, uTo A JIo cHOoBa oOpaTuil Ha Hero BHUMaHue, JIto 1 HU4Yero He cKasasl, OTIYCTHI PYKaB
Y IPOJOJIKUJTL eCTh. A Jlo Ha MIHOBEHUE OIIEIInII.

OpHaKO CIIOKOMCTBHE [JIMJIOCHh HEJONro. Bckope CHOBa pa3fasics IPOMKUM IIyM, 3a KOTOPBIM
IIOCJIeHOBaJI IBCTBEHHLIN CTOH.



— Ccec...
Y Gonee rpoMKue rojioca AEBYIIEK, CIIOPSAIINX MeXKay CoO0.
— BrITh MOMM GpaToM — 9TO nydllee! — MOBBICKIIA TOJIOC OfHA U3 HUX.

— XM, TH myTHIb? Kak TH MOXKeIb ObITh CTapIel cecTpoi? KoHeyHo, 3To s, — IIPO3ByYall yxke He
TAaKOM «M3BICKAHHLIN» T'0OJIOC.

— He cmiopeTe... — MOMBITANICS CKa3aTh 371bd, HO €T0 T0JI0C OBIT MTOTHOCTHIO 3aTJyIIEH.

A Jlo crnerka HaxXMypHJICS, IIOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY ¥ YBUAE, uTO 00e JeBYIIKM BCTaIM, KaXaas nepxasa
OOHY PYKY 3/1b(da U TSHyIa ero K cebe.

JIu1o snbda uCcKa3umoch 0T 60IM, HO OH, IIOX0XKe, He MOT BLIPBATHCS.

A Jlo mocMoOTpen Ha APYroro HOIIY, KOTOPHM He y4aCTBOBAJI B 9TOU ClieHe. TOT CUAeN 3a OpyTUuM
CTOJIOM, MEeJIJIEHHO ITPOTUPAas CBOM MeY, CJIOBHO HUYEro He 3aMedas.

OpHako 3To OBINIa MPOCTO ApPYyXKecKast Imepernanka, ¥ HUIKTO U3 MIPHUCYTCTBYIOMUX He ObIJI C HUMU
3HAKOM. XOTs XK€eHa X035IMHa BRITJIsAfIea 00€CIIOKOEHHOM, OHa He MOTJIa BMEUIAThCS.

A Jlo ToxKe mokadaJl r'0JI0BOM, He XKeJlasi BMeIlIuBaThCS.
IIeByLIKYM PA30IITUCE e1lé OOIbIIe.

— 4 cTapmas cectpa!

— 3rt0 5!

— 4!

— Her, 1.

OHu TaHyH 371b(da TO B OOHY, TO B IPYTYI0 CTOPOHY, U B €T0 I'Jla3aX yKe MOSBUIUCH CJIE3BI, HO
[eBYIIKY He COOMpPaIUCh ero OTIycKaTh. B pa3rap crnopa oHY BOPYT 00e HaKJIOHUJIACH K HEMY:

— I'ypel, ckaxu, KOMY Thl 00JIbIIIE XOUEIh ObITh OPAaTOM? — CIPOCHUJIM OHHU ITOYTH OJHOBPEMEHHO,
IIPOSIBUB YAUBUTEINIbHYIO CUHXPOHHOCTb.

9nbd mocMoTpen Ha OOHY, TOTOM Ha ApPYTYio, 605ich 00umeTs Koro-nmu6o. OH CHUIBHO MOXKaes, 4YTo
Cpa3y ke MOAPYXKUICS C TEMH, KTO IIPOSIBUII K HEMY HOOPOTY... ITO OBIIO YKACHO...

XosopHbIN 10HOIIIA, HabMIOOaBIINH 3a 9TUM, YCMEXHYJICS, ¥ 371b¢ SBHO yCabIIan 3To. CTpaHHO, HO,
HECMOTPS Ha CBOM CTpafaHus, OH Jaxe He IOAyMaJl IIOIPOCUTh IIOMOIIY Y TOT0 I0HOIIY, a,
HaIPOTHUB, CTUCHYJ T'yObl, IPOSBISASA YIPIMCTBO.

— 41 He 3HAW0, — HAMYJCA IbQ.

IeByLIKY ITOCMOTPENX OPYT Ha APYra, 3aTeM C Ipe3peHreM OTBEPHYJIKUCh U Hadalld OCMaTpUBaTh
TaBepHy. VX B3rmsaas! ymanu Ha A JIo, KOTOPHIA B 9TO BPEMS HETOPOIIIMBO €J1 CBOIO BETE€TAPHUAHCKYIO
eny. OmHaAKO, 3aMETUB, YTO UX LIEJTA COBIIAIM, OHM CHOBA PA303/IMIUCh APYT HA OPYyTa U, B3sB 37bda
3a PYKH, IIePecTymuIu yepe3 6ecrnopsigok Ha Moy u mopounu K A JIo.



A Jlo, 3aMeTHB X, IIOMHSII TOJIOBY U YILIOHYIICS:
— locnoga... Yto cioyunnocs?

IeByIlKa C KaIlITaHOBLIMK BOJIOCAMH BBITJISIAETIA CIIOKOMHOM, OJIOHOUHKA TIOKPACHENA, a 97Tbg
CMOTpen ¢ 00uIOoM.

He monumas ux HamepeHuu, A JIo BCTan ¥ BEXKITHBO ITOBTOPHUIT:
— Ecnu 4T0-TO HYKHO, MOXKAaJyiCcTa, TOBOPUTE MIPSIMO.

[Tomoups 6J'II/I}KG, OHH IIOHAJIN, YTO IIOCTYIINUIIN OIIPOMETYNBO, HO, YBUOEB OAPYT OAPYIra, CHOBa
Pa303JIUIINCh — BUOKUMO, 3TO OBLII0 X OOBIYHOE COCTOSIHKE B IIociiegHee BpeMd.

Brnonnuaka, o6nagast 60j1ee BCIBITbYKMBEIM XapaKTePoOM, Cpa3y ke 0TOpocuia Bce COMHEHUS |,
yKa3aB Ha JIeBYIIKY C KallITaHOBLIMU BOJIOCAMH, a 3aTeM Ha cels, cKa3asa:

— Ckax#u, KOMY U3 Hac ay4ire ObITh ero... — OHa yKa3asa Ha 3nbda, — ...cTapiuei cecTpou?

«$1 mymato, HM OfIHa M3 BaC He MOOXOOUT...» — C COYYBCTBHEM B3TJISIHYNI A JIo Ha 3nbdha — Ha ero
3aMSICThSIX yKe MOSIBUIUCH KPACHEIE OTIIeYaTKH MaJiblieB, 0COOEHHO OT OMIOHAWHKU. Bugumo, oOHM
OLLIU He CJIa0LIMH.

[Toka A Jlo mop6uparnt cjioBa, 4ToOH BEKJIMBO 0TKA3aTh, JEBYIIKA C KAlITAHOBEIMU BOJIOCAMH BAPYT
TIOHSIJIa, YTO YTO-TO He Tak... PaHee oHa OblJla CIMIIKOM yBJeYeHa CIIOPOM U He 3aMeTuJa, UTo Iepef
Hel CTOUT He OOBIYHLIM YesIoBeK, a Mar. Temneps OHA SICHO BU[IEJIa, YTO 9TOT MOJIONOM YeJIOBeK,
BBITJISIIEBIIKMH BECbMa IPHUSATHO, OB OOET B YEPHYI0 MAaHTHUIO Mara, a U3-Mofl CJIeTKa MMPUIIOTHSITOTO
PyKaBa BUIHEJIMCH 30JI0THIE MSTHA... Mar 4eTBEPTOr0 YPOBHS, ¥ B TAKOM MOJIOIOM Bo3pacTe!

HeBy'HIKa C KallITaHOBBEIMHU BOJIOCAMH HE MOT'JIa IIOHATE, OTKYyAd B3JICA A JIo, u, 0CO3HaB, 4TO
IIOCTYIINJIa HEBEZKJINBO, HEBOJIBHO I102KaJi€jia 00 3TOM.

Onnaxko GroHOUHKA He 3aMeTusa 3Toro. OHa pa3o3nuiack, 4to A JIo He 0TBedaeT, U IIPOTAHYIIA
PYKY, 4YTOOBI CXBATUTh €T0 3@ 3alsICThe.

Ho B TOT MOMEHT, KOTa OHa IIPOTSAHYJIa PYKY, €€ OTIIBHIPHYJIA APYyras pyKa.
— Xyon! — pa3parncs TPOMKU 3BYK.

B mraoBenue oka JIio A Bcran nepen A Jlo, 3m06HO risigs Ha OIOHAMHKY, ¥ €T0 KyJlaK yKe Obl
3aHeCEH [T yaapa.

A Jlo ucmyrascs ¥ MOCIEINIHO OCTAHOBUII €r0:
— JI1o 4, xBatuT!

Kynak JTio 4 ocTaHOBHJICS ¥ caMOTro Hoca OJIOHIUHKHY, U XOJIOOHEINA BETEP OT yoapa pa3Bess eé
BOJIOCHI, Ha MI'HOBEHHE CeJIaB JIUIO OJIeOHEBIM.

OH ymapun Tak ObICTPO, YTO OHa flaXke He yCIieja CpearupoBaTh!

A Jlo B3goxHyn ¢ o6nerdyenueM. JIto f Bcermga meiicTBOBan ObICTPee, 4eM AyMall... XOpoIlo, YTO Ha
3TOT pa3 OH COepxKaJcsH.



JIro {1 yOpan pyky u ycraBusucs Ha A Jlo, B ero ria3sax [I0sBUIach Kakag-To o0uma — obuga, KOTopyio
A JIo X0opoI1m1o moHuMarl.

A Jlo c ynbIOKO# TOXJIONAJN ero 1Mo pykKe, 4ToOBl YCIIOKOUTD, & 3aTeM KHUBHYJ OJIOHIUHKE:
— Monopas meny, Mpoury IpOIeHus.

Brnonngunka, nmpuns B ce6s1, riny00Ko B3MOXHYJIa U cxkKasla Kynaku... OHa BCE ke Oblyia 611aropa3yMHOM.
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