Bait Yxxanb coOpasics ¢ MBICTISIMY, CHeJIajl [Ba Iara BIepen U yKe cobupacs 4To-TO CKa3aTh, KaK
BAPYT CTApUK CHOBA 3aTOBOPUI:

— W THI ellle cMeelb TPUXOOUTH?!

Bait Tun nepebun ero:

— INama! Twl cumkoM yx! Eciu 651 He Opar...

CTapuk mpoOonIKuII:

— Io6sin menbru, ga? He Hago! KTo 3HaeT, OTKyHa OH MX B3s1?!
YT0... 3a CTpaHHAS CUTyalus?

Bait YXaHb 0CTaHOBUJICA B BYX MeTpax OT KPOBaTU. YTO IPOUCXOOUT MEXKIAY 3TUM OTLIOM U CBIHOM?
[ToueMy oTell Tak pearupyeT Ha BU3UT ChiHa? C OPYToi CTOPOHBI, MOXKHO B3JOXHYTh C 00I€TYEeHUEM:
II0X02Ke, CTapUK B Xopolnel ¢hopMe, U fanbHelllee HaOMOneHNe U JJe4eHre, 0 KOTOPOM I'OBOPUII
Bpady, CKOpee BCeTo, He ITIOHano0sTCs.

C TaKmMU-TO JIETKHUMH, a TOJIOC eIlle TaKOW I'POMKUM.

IexypHas MeIcecTpa TOXe BCTPEBOXKHUJIACh, OMHA 3a APYro¥ OHU MPUXOMUIN, YTOOB HATIOMHUTD
TalMeHTy He BOJIHOBAThCS U HE MBUTATHCS, @ TaKXKe MpefyIpequTh POJCTBEHHUKOB He
IIPOBOIIMPOBATH €TO.

PopctBennuk bait YxkaHb 4yBCTBOBAJ ce0s HECTIPaBeIUBO 00MKeHHEIM. Korfia MefncecTphl BHIIIIIH,
OH CKEITUYEeCKU CKPUBUJICH:

— 4 3ailiny no3xe, Korga Tebe cTaHeT JIy4Ille.
C 3TUMU CITOBAMU OH Pa3BePHYJICS U coOpasics yuTH.

YecTHo roBops, Y bait YxkaHs He OBbIJIO OMBITa OOIIEHUS C MOKUIBIMU JTIogbMuU. ETo poguTtenu ymepiu
paHo, ¥ OH CKUTAJICS MeXAY POACTBEHHHKaMH C CaMOro feTCTBa. [laxe B CEMbe OO U TETH, C
KOTOPBIMH OH ITPOBeJI 00JIbIlle BCETO BpEMEHH, OH He CTapasics YroXfaaTh 13-3a HeOOIbII0N Pa3HUIIb]
B BO3pacTe U paHHeU U3BeCTHOCTHU. [109TOMy celyac, CTONKHYBILIKACH C OTIIOM CBOET0 IIPOILIJIOTO «5»,
OH He 3HaJI, Kak ce0s BecTu. TeM Oojee, MeXIy 3TUM OTLIOM U CHIHOM OBLIM HEpa3pelnuMble
KOH(JIUKTHL.

— Bpat!! — Bait Tun nombexkKan ¥ CXBaTUII €T0 3a PYKY:

— [Nama HA caMOM [iefie... 04eHb IepekuBaeT 3a Te0s. — OH MOHU3UJI T'0JI0C:

— OH mpocTo ympsM, pa3Be TH He 3Haelnh? OH IIPOCTO... He MOXKET IePeCcTyIuTh Yepe3 3TOT Oapbep.
Bapreep? Kakoit 6apbep?

Meiciu Ba#t UxkaHst OBICTPO MPOHECIIHCH B ToJIoBe. Eciu u OBIII0 YTO-TO, UTO CHeIasio OTIa U ChIHA
BparaMu, TO 3TO PaHHSSI cCMepPTh MaTtepu bait YxkaHsg U, BO3MOXKHO, TO...?

Iymast 06 3TOM, OH YKPaJKOii B3TJISHYJI B CTOPOHY KPOBaTH 4Yepes Iiefb y Bucka bait ThHa U Kak pa3
CTOJIKHYJICS C B3TJIAOM CTapHkKa.



Buepa oH yman u pa30uI TOJI0BY, BO BpeMsI Ollepalliyl eMy TaKxKe 3allli/id PaHy Ha ToloBe. Temepb
CTapWK, C MOJTyNIBICOM TOJIOBOM, TOXKE YKPAIKON CMOTPEIT B ero CTOPoHYy. OOHapyXKUB, YTO €r0
3aMETHU/IH, OH OBICTPO OTBEJT B3TJISAA.

9T1oT cTapuk Bait — ToXe HeOOBIYHBIN YEJIOBEK.

Bait UxkaHb MOYyBCTBOBAJI CMEIIAHHOE YYBCTBO cMeXa U HexkHocTd. OH moxsionan 6parta 1o pyke u
BEPHYJICS K KPOBATH.

On peninn HOHpOGOBaTB IIOTOBOPHUTE €eIlle HEMHOT'O.

— Ilama, — MATKO CKa3aj OH, — JEeHBLI'H S B3I Yy Opyra, BCe O(bI/II.II/IaJ'IBHO, C paCHI/ICKOfI, 1 BEPHY C
IIPpOIEeHTaMu. JTO He KaKNe-TO COMHUTEIIbHEIE OEHbI'N...

Crapuk npepsal ero:

— Kaxoi upyr? 9Tu pacxofbl IBHO IIPEBHIMIAIOT CTO THICSY. KaKoW OpyT MOXKeT OfONIKHUTH Tebe
CTOJIBKO?

— Hy... — bau YxkaHb n10Ka He MOT TOYHO OIIpefenTh, Kakue OTHOIIeHus y Hero ¢ Il TaHbpusHeM:
KOJIJIETH, IPY3bsi, HACTaBHUK U YYEHUK, U BH0OABOK y TOTO €CTh K HEMY POMaHTUUYECKUYU UHTEPEC.

Ero konebaHue cpa3y ke YIOBUJI CTapPUK, KOTOPHIA TPOMKO (BIPKHYII:
— Toxxe 13 Balle KOMIaHWH, ga?!

bau Tun 3aKpuyan:

— [Tana!

Harimeii... KoMIaHuu.

Bait UxaHb moHs1. bapbepoM, pa3fesnsionmM oTia U CkiHa, 0510 To, yTo bait YKaHb mobuT
MYXKYVH.

Teneps bait YkaHb MOHUMAJT: HY OOWH OTEI] HE CMOXKET JIETKO IPUHSTh, YTO €T0 ChIH —
roMocekcyas. B HelHelIHeM 00IIecTBe 9TO ellle He TaK OTKPBITO, ¥ HE3aBUCHMO OT TOT'0, KaK
WHTEPHET IIPOJIBUTAET TaKKe OTHOIIEHUS, B PeasIbHOM XXKU3HU CEKCyabHasi OPUEHTAlUsI — 9TO He
MeHee BaXKHBIM BOIIPOC, YeM POXKIEHHE, CTApOCTh, 00JIE3Hb ¥ CMEPTh.

Ecnu 9T0 He 00BSICHUTD, TO CTAPUK, BEPOSITHO, HE CMOXKET CIIOKOWHO JIEYUTHCS.
bay YkaHb OIPOYNCTHUII TOPIIO ¥ MIPONOIKHII:

— Ilama, 3TO apTUCT, KOTOPOTO I PYKOBOXKY.

— Apruct?

— [la, apTucT.

— Kak ero 30ByT?

— ...IIlu TaapysHb. — bai YKaHb CKa3as IpaBmay.



Crapuk 3afiyMasics U CKa3all:
— He cnprman. 35a4uT, oH He 3HaMeHUT. Kak e y Hero CTONIBKO JeHer?

Crapuk OelCTBUTENILHO He BUAeN O0bIINX feHer. [[71 Hero CTO THICSY — 3TO OTPOMHAs CyMMa.
HeynusuTenbHO, Bedb 0L PYKOBOACTBOM MaTepu bait TuHa, TOM HeOOB'YHOM XKEHIIUHE, B JOMe He
OBLIIO IUIIHUX OEHET, ¥ CTO THICAY AEWCTBUTEILHO Ka3aIuCh aCTPOHOMUYECKOH ITUDPOIA.

Bait YkaHb ¢ TOPHKOM YCMEIIKOH B Ayllle pemusl o0bsICHUTL 6ojiee TOgPOOHO:

— OH e1le He 3HaMEHUT, HO €T0 CEMbS 0UeHb Oorata. Brl 3HaeTe TOPTOBLIY LEHTP «X3HTYH»? ITO
Benb Kopropauus [u? Bel cielinanu o Kopnopanuu 1u?

— He cnpiman! — pa3gpakeHHO OTBETUJIT CTapHUK:

— Trl MHE TyT CKOPOTOBOPKY UMTaellb? YeThpHaAaTh KaMEHHEIX JIbBOB?

— [Ibd! — baut Tur HE cMOT cOepXKaTh CMEMIOK.

Baii UxkaHb mmoyecas HOC. X0POIIIo, YTO CaM «KaMeHHEIH JIeB» He OBII 3[1eCh, HHAYe OH, BEPOSITHO,
cpa3y Obl YIBOUJII IIPOLIEHTH.

FOBOpH 0 3aliMe, OH HUKOT'[a He BUIEII, YTOOBI KTO-TO TaK panoBaliCd, OaBas OJEHbI'X B OOJIT.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, IIOCJie KONTUX 00bsicHeHUY bait YkKaHs, CTapuK C TPYAOM IIOBEPHUJI, YTO 9TOT OUEHDb
foraThlii «<KAMEeHHHIH JIeB» NeNCTBUTENILHO IIPOCTO KOJIJIeTa ero ChiHA, ¥ YTO AJisi 60TaThIX TI0JEeN CTO
TEICIY — 9TO He Takas yxX 0onbiuas cyMMa. KommaHus, B KOTOPO# ceiyac paboTaeT ero ChlH, OUeHb
yCIelnHa, ¥ Kak ToNbKOo cepuan lu TsaHp4YsHA BEUOET B 9QUD, €ro ChIH IOTYYUT JOCTATOYHO
IpUOBLIM, YTOOBI IIOTACUTh 3TOT JIOJT.

HakoHern, cTapuK CIPOCHUIT:
— T®I TOYHO HEe OIJIATHUIIL JOJIT CBOMM TEJIoM?

9Tu cnoBa 3acTaBunu bait YxkaHsa 4yTh He 3a00XHyThCA: [lamna, TEl TOBOPUILL, YTO HEe IPUHUMAEIb
TOMOCEKCyanu3M, HO, CyOs 110 BCeMY, Thl CIMIIKOM MHOTO YATAENIb POMaHOB 0 MyKCKUX
OTHOILIEHUAX!

B a0 Bpems repoit o6cyxkaenusi, rocrnoaut [1u TIHbU9HB, B TOJIBKO YTO [OCTABIEHHOM U3 UTamuu
HOBOM KOCTIOME BHICOKOM MOOHI OT ApMaHH, C IETKUM MOPCKUM apOMaTOM [IyX0B, C O0YKETOM I'BO3[UK
¥ KaJlJl, KOTOphle, KaK TOBOPST, JIydllle BCET0 MOAXOOAT [AJiS IoCelleHus O0IbHEIX, HECIIEITHO LIeT 0
KOpPUAOpY OOJIbHUIIEL.

OH cyuTaJj, YTO €r0 BU3UT BIIOJIHE ONpPaBOaH. Y3HaB, 4To oTel] bait UxkaHs B O0NTbHUIIE, OH CUEN
CBOUM HOJITOM HaBECTUTh €ro, He3aBUCUMO OT TOT'0, C KaKOUW TOYKHK 3PEHUS 3TO pacCMaTpuBaTh. UYTO
KaCaeTCs TOTOo, II0YeMy OH HapsAuics, Kak OyaTo cobupascs meniaTh IPedyiokKeHrue PYKH U CEePAlla,
9TO 3HAJ TOIbKO caM IlIu TIHLUYSHB.

Bynyuu u3 6oraToii ceMbH, OH C eTCTBa HMKOTO He CTABUJI B TYMUK. 3a TPU rofla 3HaKOMCTBa ¢ bait
YkaHeM OH Bcerga ObUI Ha BHICOTE, HO BHE3aIIHO WX OTHOIIEHUS [TIePeBEPHYIUCH, U OH He MOT He
YyBCTBOBATh TPEBOTY.



OTOT Ma/leHbKH areHT, Ha KOTOPOTO OH BCETHa CMOTPEIT CBEICOKA, BAPYT OCMEINHUJICS BEITIPSIMUTLCS U
IIPOTUBOCTOSATL EMY, U caMoe 00UuIHOe OBLIO TO, YTO Y HETO OeNCTBUTEIBHO Obln crioco6HOCTH!

3a 9T [IBa MecsIla, TPOBeeHHEIe BMECTe Ha CheMOYHOU ITonlafke, bai YkaHb pa3 3a pa3oM MEHSI
npenctasienue [1u TIHPYSHS 0 HEM. DTO ObIIO YIMBUTENIEHOE YYBCTBO, KAk OyATO OH HAaKOHEI]
00HapPyXKWJI COKPOBHUIHUILY, KOTOPYIO YyTh HE YITYCTHJI, U CHOBA 00peI ee.

OH He pa3 «mpu3HaBancs» bait YxkaHi — ma, B moHuManuu [Ilu TAHRYIHS, TPU3HAHKWE B TOM, YTO
X04eT 3aBOeBaTh KOTO-TO, OBIJIO MpU3HaHKUEM B 1106BU. CKOJIBKO YYBCTB B 9TOM OBITIO, OH He OBI
yBEepeH, HO 3TO CUJIbHOE XKeJlaHue yaepzKaTh APYroro YeroBeKa ObII0 COBEPIIEHHO PeabHbIM.

[Toatomy, Korga bai Yxxans gasan coBeTsl FOu X0X0, eMy 3TO He HpaBUIOCh, Korpa bau YxkKaHb
oTHOCHJICA K dHb ['yaHTa0o mo-gpyromy, eMy 3TO TOXKe He HpaBUJIOCh, Korga bait YkaHb MHOTO
pasroBapuBan ¢ Baus FOaHneM, eMy 9T0 elile 00Jibille He HPABUJIOCh... Bhlla 1 3TO PeBHOCTH WK
IIPOCTO HeXKeJlaHWe OeNUThCS UTPYIIKOM C APYTMMU [IeTbMH, OH He 3Hajl. B moboM crnydae, aTa
COKPOBHUIIHUIIA TPUHA/IIeXKalla eMy, ¥ HUKTO He CMeJI CTymaTh Ha Hee! [Taxke mymaTh 06 3TOM OBLIO
3alpemneHo!

TONBKO OEeHBIH SIBASIOTCSI OCHOBOMU CylIieCTBOBAHUS.

Buepaurauii 380HOK Bait YkaHs ¢ Ipockboi 0 3aiiMe MOAHSAN eMy HacTpoeHue. [[lu TAHbUIHE,
BEpHYBIINH cebe caMoyBaXKeHMe, TENEePh BHITISIAEN KaK 3JIeTaHTHBINA XKUBOM PEKJIaMHBIM IIUT,
HEyMeCTHO CTOSIIMM nepepn aBepblo manaTtel VIPO01, HacTpauBan BeIpaXkeHUe JIUlia Ha JIy4llee U
MSATKO [1I0CTy4all B IBEPb.

IOBeps oTKpein bait Tun. YBunes IlIu TaHbYSHS, OH, BOIPEKU 0OBIKHOBEHUIO, HE Cpa3y BCTYIUII B 00,
a Moi4a yneIbHyCs, po ce0s mogyMaB: Kakoe HHTepeCHOe MpefiCTaBleHne, «KaMEeHHBIH JIeB» caM
MPUIIET...

— T 4TO 37mech menaenib? — bait YKaHb, yBUEB €ro, ObIJT KpaliHe YOUBJIEH U TYT K€ BCKOYHUJII Ha
HOTH.

Tomnpko oTer; bat Yxkausg ocTaBasICS CIIOKOEH:
— BrI K KOMY?

t‘I}’BCTBOBEITI:» cebs IIEHTPOM BHHMaHUA OBITIO OYEHb IIPUSATHO. [Tz TSHRPYSHD C BaXKHBIM BUAOM BOIIETT
B KOMHATY, ITOCTAaBUJI IBETHI X IIPDEACTABUJICA:

— 3npaBCcTBYUTE, AAnd. f Kosera u Apyr bai YxkaHs, clienyaabHO NPUILIENT HaBECTUTD Bac.
Oren bait YkaHg KUBHY:

— A, opyr Hamero bait Yxkans. Cnacu6o BaM, mpucaxuBanTech. Kak Bac 30ByT?

IIIu TAHBYSHL OTBETHIL:

— Mos ¢pamunus Iu, [llu Taarusub. HeOo u 3eMnsi — 3TO «TSHB», COMHIIE U JIyHA — 3TO «Y3Hb».

Bripaxenue nuia otua bair YKaHg MTHOBEHHO CTasio TaKuUM Xe, Kak y bait TuHa, Korga ToT
OTKphIBas iBeph. OH MoT4a yNbIOHYJICS, HO BCIYX CKa3al:

— Tak 3T0 «KaMeHHBIH JIEB».



— A? — Illu TAHLYSHD HE TOHSJ, ToYeMy co0eCeqHUK BOPYT MPOU3HEC CKOPOTOBOPKY. ITO OBIN
aposb?
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